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JOHN CHILD3 AND SON, PBIKTKRS. 



PREFACE. 



I. DESCRIPTION OF THE MSB., <fec. 

The MS. from which the present poem has now for the first time 
been copied and edited, is one belonging to Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge (where its cU*}-mark is R 3. 17), and which is believed to 
be unique. It is written (on paper) in a clear but somewhat loose 
handwriting of the beginning of the sixteenth century, or possibly 
of th^Hatter part of the fifteenth. I am inclined to guess that it may 
appear to be of a somewhat later date than it really is, from the pos- 
sibility of its not having been written by a professional scribe ; that 
is to say, if we are to take literally the lines near the conclusion, 
Sin at your re'^uest and commaundement 
This warke on me toke, it to fourge and make ; 
And so haue 1 do^ after myne entent 
With litterall carectes for your sake, 
Tham conueying in sable lines blake, &c., 
which seem to imply that the maker of the translation wrote it out 
with his own hand. This, however, of course involves two other 
assumptions; viz. that this particular copy is tlie original (perhaps 
the only) one, and that the translator was one who did not employ 
a scribe. The MS. is nearly perfect, but two leaves are wanting, 
viz. foL 1 and fol. 88. The sense of the latter has been easily sup- 
plied from a French MS. which will be described shortly, but foL 1 
contained original matter which miglit have told us more about tlie 
translator himself. As each page contains exactly four stanzas of 
seven lines each, we have thus lost 56 lines at most ; but the precise 
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number being uncertain, the lines of the Prologue have been num- 
bered separately. Had the MS. been perfect, the whole number of 
folios would have been 124. 

On the margins of some of the leaves side-notes have been made 
in a much later hand. As these relate to the story, they have all 
been copied, and will be found in the foot-notes. On a vellum fly- 
leaf at the beginning are the marks of ownership — 

"Liber Ricardi St Georg ) 

XT T> • 1 ^ero et spero "' — 

isorroy Regis axmoTum ) ^ 

and below this — 

"Beaupre Bell, de Beaupre Hall in Com. Norf. APISTEYEIN." 

By the latter of these it was presented to Trinity College. 

On the front of this fly-leaf there is written, in a very scrawly 

handwriting which it is very difficult to read, the following short 

poem, which seems worth transcription. 

" masteres anne, 

I ame your man, 

as you may well cspye ; 

if you will be 

content with me, 

I am merrie, [say I.] * 

but if you will 

kepe company still 

with every knaue yat comes by ; 

what boteth [be] 

faythefuU to [me,] ^ 

I am, <&c. 

but if you fayne, 

I tell you plajTie, 

if I shulde presently die, 

I will none suche 

> The word "merrie** is hardly legible, and the line is incomplete. 
• "be ** and " mo " have been cut off in the binding ; there are also two other 
readings of those two lines, through which the pen has been drawn, viz. 

" then shall you be— forsaken of me," 
and, 

** then kppe you still— to werkc your will." 
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as loues to mucbe, 
I am, <fcc. 

For if you can 
loiie euery man 
y<ft can flatter & lie, 
tlien are not ye 
no mache for me, 
I am, &c. 

For I will not take 

no suche kinde of mak[e,] 

as you shall full well it trie, 

y«t of wil me cast 

at euery blast ; 

I am memo, Ac." 
The present text is as close a fac-simile of the MS. as printing 
allows of, all its peculiarities being preserved as far as possible, such 
as, e.g. the use of the long 8 (f), and the occasional occurn^nce of a 
small letter at the beginning of a line. Every stanza begins with a 
large red capital, indicated by the large printed letter. Tlie expan- 
sions of the various contractions, which occur but seldom, are indi- 
cated by italics. A hyphen within a word, such as in "vn-to" 
(ProL L 63), means that the syllables are wiitten with a space 
between them. Letters or words between square brackets — sucli as 
in columb[e]re, L 125 — do not exist in the MS., but have been 
supplied because they ai'c necessary. To ensure accumcy, the i)roof- 
sheets have been twice compared with the MS. throughout the poem. 
I am of course responsible for the punctuation, marks of paren- 
thesis and quotation, side-notes, «fec. 

The peculiarities of tlie MS. that have not been observed are 
these : — ^full points occurring at the ends of lines ' ; tlic strokes 
through the upper part of tlio letter 7/ when it f<>llows r, (Jy or t; 
slight tags to/, [/, ty and U, which (in tliis MS. at least) mean no- 
thing; and the fine do wustrokos which are iutroduced as metrical 
marks. These are often left out, and were merely iritemJed to shew 

'When one occurs in the middle of a line it has been inserted between marks of 
parenthesis, as at 1. 96. 

u2 
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where a pause might be best made in the middle of a line when re- 
cited aloud. Such strokes occur oftenest after \hQ fifth syllable, often 
after the fmirthy rarely after the sixth. In the first stanza of the 
Poem, p. 8, one occurs three times, as thus : — 

Hit is f in trouth / in time auncion. 
After the time / that OctauiAn was, .... 
And A man ful ripe / in other clerigie. 
The lines most frequently consist of ten syllables, which require 
a slow and measured pronunciation to make them melodious. The 
— e and — es at the end of words must often be fully pronounced. 

The construction of the sentences, owing to some peculiarities of 
grammar, is not unfrequently obscure, and the question of punctua- 
tion in particular often pi-esented difficulties, but nearly all doubts 
of this kind have been completely removed by a very fortunate 
circumstance, which, as I believe, has nearly doubled the value of 
the present edition. A MS. (marked LL 2. 5) belonging to the 
Cambridge University Library was kindly pointed out to me by Mr 
Bradshaw, of King's College, which contains, in French, the whole 
of the very romance of which the present edition is a translation. 
The copy which our translator used must have resembled this very 
closely indeed, though a few differences of reading can be traced ; 
and, as a consequence, this French MS. has proved of the utmost 
service, and a constant reference to it has explained many a sentence, 
phrase, and word, which would else have proved puzzling ; whilst a 
comparison of the two throughout has well decided the punctuation. 
The French MS. is in all respects superior to the English one ; it is 
older, clearer, and better written, and the language is easier and 
more poetical It is of the fifteenth century, on paper, and contains 
165 written leaves, followed by a few blank ones. Of these, the 
'first 148 are occupied by the "Eomance of Melusine," and the rest 
chiefly by a Chronicle of events in French history, arranged in short 
paragraphs under their proper years, the last entry referring to the 
year 1454. Numerous extracts from it, illustrative of doubtful points, 
will be found in the notes, and the whole of the Prologue to the 
poem, carefully copied from it, will be found at p. 229. 

Besides these two, there is also a copy of the Romance in prose 
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in the British Museum (BibL Reg. 18. B. ii) consisting of 219 folios, 
and entitled — in a later hand — " A Chronicle of Melusine in olde 
EngUsh, compiled by Ihon of Arras, and dedicated to the Duke of 
Berry and Auuergne, and translated (as yt shoulde seeme) out of 
Frenche into EngUshe." But this, as will be more fully explained 
presently, gives a different version of the story, and I have not 
made much use of it. Still, a few extracts from it will be found in 
the notes, and one of some length on a later page of this preface. 

There is also, among the Additional MSS. in the British- 
Museum, a short abstract of the Poem in Icelandic, entitled 
"Melucinae og Remunds Saga." It is, however, of late date and 
little value. It contains seven short chapters, and begins on foL 
62b of MS. 4870. 

Several quotations will be found in the notes from a book of 
which the title is — " Histoire des dues de Bourbon et des comtes de 
Forez : par Jean-Marie de la Mure " — printed at Paris in 1860 from 
a MS. bearing the date 1675. The author accepts a large portion of 
the romance as genuine history, and works out genealogies and 
titles with the most laborious minuteness. Several of his state- 
ments are certainly open to question, but the book is interesting 
as illustrating the romance ; see particularly book iL chapters 
77—84. 

II. SOME ACCOUNT OP THE ROMANCE. 

The first mention of the Romance is in connection with Jean 
d* Arras; of whom some account is given in the "Biographie 
Universello." He was secretary to the Due de Berri, who was 
brother to Charles V., king of France, and uncle to Charles VI., 
and also notorious for exercising great severity as governor of Lan- 
guedoc. In the year 1387, the duke bade Jean d* Arras to write 
tliis romance for the amusement of his (the duke*s) sister, the 
Duchesse de Bar. The famous deeds of the fairy Melusine had 
been long before tliis recorded in some documents that had been 
carefully preserved in the castle of Lusignan. To these Jean 
trusted for the main portion of his work, but added much of his 
own. It seems probable that it was at first written in Latin, as we 
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find in the Catalogue of MSS. of Gaul, Switzerland, &c., by D. O. 
Hajnel, the following entry : — " 187. Roman de Melusine ; traduc- 
tion en vers du latin de Jean d'Arras.''* But it is probable that it 
was not long lief ore there was also a French prose translation in 
existence, which may have been made by Joan d* Arras himself. 
This seems to agree with the statement in the Cambridge MS., 
" Deux beaulx liures furt»nt trouuez 
En latin^ et tons approimtoz, 
Quon fist translator enfntncois (see p. 231) ; 
or as our English translator puts it, 

" Within the toure of noble mabregon 
To faire bokis were fonden ther-on 
In latin, And all preuyd at deuife, 
That men made tranflat in moft frenflieft wyfe." 
It is this version of the story which is given by the British Museum 
prose romance, which begins by invoking the» " Creatour of alle 
Creatures," and continues thus. " And to the plaisire of my Right 
high, mighti, and doubtid lord Johan, sone to the kyng of Frauwce,* 
due of Berry <& of Auuergne. The whiche hystory I haue bygonwo 
after the veray <& tmo Cronykles which I haue had of hym and of 
the Erie of Salesbury ^ in Enf;land, k many other bokes that I haue 
sought & ouerredde for to aconiplysshe hit. And bycause that his 
noble suster Mary, doughtir to the kyng Johil of Fraunce, duchesse 
of Bar, had Requyred my said lord for to haue the said histqrye ; 
the whiche in fauour of her [he] hath doon as moche to his power 
as he might, to serche the very trouth & tnie liistorye ; and hath 
commaunded me for to do drawe alle alonge thistorye whiche 
herafbur foloweth. And I, as of herte diligent, of my poucre witt & 
connyng, [do] as nygh as I can the pure trouth of hys gracyoi/^ 

com??iandement Whiche this present hystorye I byganne the 

Wensday, saynt Clemontis day,* in wyntc^r, the yer of our lord 
mccclxxxvii. ; beseching alle them that shalle rede or here it Redde 

* So also Bninct, in his " Manuel dc Libraire," speaks of this romance as " tir6 
du latin de Jean d* Arras." 

* Jean II., mentioned a few lines below. ' See note to Prol. 1. 178. 

* Nov. 23. But, in 1 387, Nov. 23 was a Saturday ; the letters vii probably 
mean iiii, mistaken for uii ; for 1384 brings it right. 
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that they wil pardonne me my fawte yf their be eny. For certaynly 
I haue composed it the moost Iiistly that I coude or haue mowe, 
aftir the Cronykles whiche I suppose certaynly to be trew." 

The earliest printed edition of this Eomance is thus described by 
Brunet (Manuel du Libraire, ed. 18C2, iii. 519). "Jean d* Arras. 
La Melusine. * Cy finist le liure de Melusine en francoys, imprime 
par maistre Adam Steinschaber, natif de Suinfurt, en la noble cite de 
Geneue'. 1478. in-foL goth. fig. en bois." It was one of the very 
first books printed at Geneva. Since then, editions have been very 
numerous,* as well in Spanish and German as in French ; and the 
story is altogether very familiarly and very widely known upon the 
continent. 

We now come to the second and later form in which the 
Bomance commonly appears. 

In the Catalogue of the Library of the due de la ValHero, 
(Paris : 1783), vol .ii., p. 260, there is an account of a fine MS. on 
vellum of "Le Eoman de Melusine, ou de Partenay, ou de Lusignan." 
The romance is followed by a chronicle in prose of events in French 
history from the year 1403 to 1454. 

There is little doubt but that the Cambridge MS., already 
described, altogether agrees with this, but is not so fine a copy. 
This version is in octosyllabic metre, and was undertaken by one 
named La Coudrette, a Poitevin, at tlie request of William, lord of 
Parthenay, and continued after this WiUiam*s deatli (in 1401), at 
the request of his son, John of Parthenay, of whom there are profuse 
praises towards the close of the poem. La Coudrette tells us, in his 
prologue,* that he had three books to refer to, and he professes to 
have done little more than re-arrange his materials. When these 
failed, he broke ofi" the narrative,' not venturing to continue it with- 
out due authority. He is also careful to teU us * that his was not 
the first attempt at versifying the story, and he therefore deprecates 
all credit for his performance. The reader \vill observe that the one 
version only preceded the other by a period which is less than 

' See Brunet ; also the La Valli^re catalogue, vol. ii., p. 642 ; and the Conversa- 
tions-Lexicon, s.v. Melusine. 

• Prol. 11. 154-189. 3 See 11. 6398, 6399. * Prol. 1. 159—161. 
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fourteen years. I may add here that there is an excellent modem 
version of the story in Gennan to be found in Tieck, which I have 
often found of service. It is written partly in prose and partly in 
verse, but it is clear that in the prose portion Tieck has often 
adopted the very words of La Coudrette's version, so that a close 
comparison of them often explains minor difficulties. So common 
indeed is the story in Germany that an abstract of it can be had in 
the form of a " Volksbuch '* for a couple of groschen, in which the 
principal circumstances of the legend are very well and clearly told. 

III. THE LEGEND. 

The subject of the legend may be most briefly shewn by an ex- 
tract from a well-known work, which also discusses the name of the 
heroine.* "Melisenda is, in Spanish ballad lore, the wife of Don 
Gayferos, and, being taken captive by the Moors, was the occasion 
of the feats that were represented by the puppet^how in which 
Don Quixote took an unfortunate lively interest.* Melisende again 
was the princess who carried the uneasy crown of Jerusalem to the 
house of Anjou; and, perhaps, from the Provencal connection of 
the English court. Lady Melisent Stafford bore the name in the time 
of Henry the Second, whence Melicent has become known in 
England, and never quite disused, though often confounded with 
Melissa, a bee, and sometimes spelt Millicent. 

Melusinb was a nymph who became the wife of the Lord de 
Luzignan, or Lusignan,^ on condition that he should never intrude 
upon her on a Saturday ; of course, after a long time, his curiosity 
was excited, and stealing a glance at his lady in her solitude, he 
beheld her a serpent from the waist downward! With a terrible 
sliriek she was lost to him for ever ; but she left three [ten] sons, 
all bearing some deformity, of whom Geoffroi au graiU dent was the 

* Miss Yonge : on Christian Names, vol. i., p. 257. 

* In the original Spanish, it is spelt Melisondra— ** Melisendra Ubertada por el 
famoso D. Gaiferos." Don Quijote : parte ii. cap, xxt. 

' '* Pr^s de la rille de Montbrison, il y a une paroisse qni porte encore [a.d. 
1675] le propre nom de Lezigniacum ou Leziniacum, qui est le vrai nom latin de 
la Maison de Lusignan ainsi communement nomm6, quoiqu* elle dilt ctre appel^e 
Lezignem." Db la Mure : HUtoire des dues de Bourbons, &c., p. 495. The 
"Conversations- Lexicon" makes Lusineem an anagram of Mcluaine, but this is 
clearly a wrong form of the word. 



PREFACE. IX 

most remarkable. Prose makes this gentleman the son of Eustachie 
Chabot, heiress of Vouvant, but the M^liisine tradition lingers round 
his castle of Lusignan, near Poictiers ; and to this day, at the fairs 
of that city, gingerbread cakes are sold, with human head and 
serpent tail, and called meltmnes, A cri de Melusine is, likewise, a 
proverbial expression for a sudden scream, recalling that with which 
the unfortunate fairy discovered the indiscretion of her lord. 

The story is a frequent one ; it occurs in Brittany, where the 
spell was broken by the husband speaking the word death before 
his fairy wife ; and in Wales, where the lady is called a ^^pdlen,^^ 

We may recall, too, Keats*s " Lamia ; " and how she disappeared 
as ApoUonius uttered the word " serpent" for the second time — 
"A serpent !" echoed he ; no sooner said, 
Than with a frightful scream she vanished — 
a story which, as Burton tells us, is to be found in Philostratus, in 
his fourth book de vitd ApoUoniL^ 

To come somewhat more to particulars, I may first observe that 
the prose version is much longer and contains many more details 
than the rimed one ; ^ and that the story resolves itself into these 
several parts. (1) The story of king Helmas and the enchanted 
mountain ; (this part of the story is inserted in the rimed version 
near the end, but the prose version puts it in it* proper place at the 
beginning ;) (2) Raymond and Melusine ; (3) the deeds of their sons ; 
(4) the legend of Sparrow-hawk Castle ; and (5) Palestine's treasure, 
in Arragon. I now give a very brief abstract of these, referring the 
reader for further details to the "Index of Names" at tlie end of 
this volume. 

1. Kino Helmas. Helmas was king of Albany, who married a fairy 

^ " L'bistoire dc Melusine est unc vielle fable dont lo cadre, ncttement trac^, 
ezifltoit d^ja au xiie si^clc ; du reste, cette tradition dc la femme-serpent doit v\xc 
beancoup plua ancienne et n'cst peut-ctre passans quelque rapport avec le Dracon- 
calopedes, et memc avec la dcesse Dcrceto dcs' Syxiens." De la Muke : Hutoire, 
&c. : note by tbe editor. 

' It records more of tbe valiant deeds of Raymond and others, and especially of 
Geoffrey ; and it mentions many minor details whicli the later version altogether 
omit«. For example, when Uricn;i and Guy depart on tlieir adventures, the prose 
romance tells us how their mother Melusine gave them two magic rings as amulets ; 
and in like manner she gives two similar rings to Raymond just before her disap- 
pearance, to protect bim from barm and misfortune. (Sce/o/. 65 and/o/. 188.) 

a3 
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nomod Presine, to whom he swore a vow, that he would never go to 
gee her at the time of child-birth. Presine had three daughters at a 
birth, whom she named Melusine, Melior, and Palestine. Helmas 
then broke his promise, and the three children in revenge, being 
themselves endued with fairy power, shut him up in an enchanted 
mountain till his death (pp. 152 — 161). Presine, angry at this, pun- 
ishes each of them with different evil destinies. Melusine was partly 
to turn into a serpent every Saturday ; MeUor was to be banished for 
ever to Sparrow-hawk Castle in Armenia; and Palestine to keep 
unceasing watch over king Helmas* treasure, which was deposited on 
a mountain-top in Arragon. 

II. Count Eaymond. A rich earl of Poitiers, named Amery, 
adopted Raymond, the youngest son of the earl of Forest. In a 
boar-hunt, Raymond accidentally slays his benefactor ; and soon 
after, whilst riding aimlessly about absorbed in grief, is surprised by 
the sudden sight of three beautiful damsels (Melusine, Melior, and 
Palestine). The eldest, Melusine, promises him all earthly prosperity 
if he will marry her ; but he is to swear that he ^vill never inquire 
whither she repairs on a Saturday. After some years, he secretly 
watches her on that day, and perceives her with her serpent's tail. 
He is deeply grieved, and being very penitent, is foi'given for the 
present. But afterwards, in a moment of rage at hearing of the death 
of his son Fromount, he calls her a "serpent!" She swoons with 
horror, and after an expostulatory farewell glides out at the window 
in a serpent's form, passing roun<l the castle three times, at each time 
littering a terrible and mournful cry. Raymond is afterwards 
absolved by the pope, and becomes a hermit at Montserrat in Arra- 
gon, where he dies at a great age. 

ILL Their Sons. Raymond and Melusine had ten sons, all 
marked (except the two youngest) with some blemish, and 
nearly all remarkable for their great valour and extraordinary suc- 
cess. Of these, Uriens becomes king of Cyprus ; Oede was lord of 
the marches of Poitiers ; Guy was king of Armenia ; Anthony, duke 
of Luxemburg ; Raynold, king of Bohemia ; whilst Greofifrey with the 
great tooth, who succeeded his father as lord of Parthenay, performed 
many prodigies of valour, slaying the giant Guedon in Guerrande, 
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the giant Grimold in Northumberland, and discovering all the wonders 
of the enchanted mountain. But the seventh son, Fromount, dis- 
graced the family by becoming a monk, for which act his brother 
Geoffrey burnt him alive with all liis fellow-monks, abbey and alL 
The next, Horrible, was put to death by Melusine's order, for fear of 
the wickedness he would else commit. The two last were born some 
time after the rest, and were named Raymond and Thierry ; Ray- 
mond * became earl of Forest, and Thierry succeeded Geoffrey as lord 
of Parthenay. 

IV. Sparrow-hawk Castle. In this castle, which was in Ar- 
menia, the lady Melior was to abide for the rest of her days, as 
above told. Presine had given her the power of granting a boon 
to any knight who watched the deatliless sparrow-hawk which 
was within the castle, for three days and nights without sleeping. 
He was to have whatever he liked, except Melior herself as wife. 
The story tells how a king of -iVrmenia dared to ask this, and how he 
was punished. 

V. Palestine's treasure. Palestine guarded her father's treasure 
at the top of a mountain in Arragon, which is variously spelt Courgo, 
Coinqs, Quonig, &c. In this she was assisted by a huge ser|>ent with 
a huge eye, and by a great bear and innumerable snakes that infestetl 
the lower part of the mountain. The story tells how an English 
knight slew the bear, and passed by all the snakes, but was 
■wallowed bodily by the great serpent, in whose mouth he appeared 
no bigger than a pasty does in an oven. 

The rimed romance concludes with many praises of John of Par- 
thenay, with a lament for his fatlier's death, and, at the end, a solemn 
litany for the preservation of the family and lineage of Partlienay. La 
Coudrette discusses the proper name to be given to the romance, ami 
decides that it ought to ]>e named either the "Romans of Partenay," 
or the "Romans of Lusignen" ; to whicli decision I have therefore 
adhered.* 

The translator appends a short epilogue of his own, as he had 
previously prefixed a few lines to the old French prologue. 

The story of ^lehisine is alluded to by several historical writers. 

' Sec Index of Names; s v. Raymond (2). -' See 11. 6116—6421. 
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Thuanus ' speaks of the excellont situation of the castle of Lusignan, 
strongly fortified as it was by a wide fosse and two large towers, and 
conspicuous for its " Melusine*s tower," and " Geoffrey's gateway ; " 
the latter being so called, according to Brant6mo, from the colossal 
statue of Geoffrey au grant dent which surmount^Kl it. Thuanus also 
mentions the famous fountain (for the marvellous origin of which 
see p. 32 of the present volume) in the words — " in im& turre fons 
Melusinffi a poetis nostratibus decantataj fabulis famosus scatet." 
Both Mezeray ^ and Brant6me * record the sad fate of tliis famous 
castle, which was razed to the ground l)y the Due do Montpensier 
in 1574, because it had been determined to pull down all the for- 
tresses wherein the Huguenots had been accustomed to take refuge. 
Mezeray*8 words with regard to Melusine are remarkable. " The 
great acts of Melusine," he says, "her riches, lier extraordinary 
knowledge, which she derived either from communication with 
higher intelligences, or rather porhai)s from the cAlwila of the Rabbins 
who were then very numerous in France, have procured her immortal 
renowii in the mouth of posterity ; who, not knowing her real 
history, have invented marvellous tales concerning her. These I 
leave to amuse old women and children. But I am enabled to 
report, on the credit of many persons of honour, and who are not 
generally thought credulous, that it has been observed tliat whenever 
one of her descendants, or a king of France, was about to die, she 
appeared on the great tower in a widow's * halnt, and uttered long 
and terrible cries.; that she was thus seen before the siege of 
Lusignan ; and that, when her castle was about to be demolished, 
she was seen longer than ever before, shrieking aloud in so lament- 
able a voice that she cleft aU hearts with pity ; but that she has 
since never been seen or heard save very rarely. Si cela est ainsi (I 
here give his own words) les Tlieologiens en recherchoront la cause, 
et nous enseigneront si nous devons croire que? des pareilles chosee 
proviennent, ou de la malice des demons, (^ui se plaisent a mettro 

* Thuanus : lib. lix. § xi. 

* Mezeray ; Histoire do la France, tome iii. p. 369 (fol. 1685). 
3 Brant^mc ; Capitaincs Francoises ; tome iii. p. 369. 

^ BrantOme also expressly calls her *' yeufvc," so that the historical account is 
that she outlived Eaymond, instead of disappearing so suddenly as in the romance. 
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lea homines en peine par ces illusions ; ou de la bonte de Dieu, qui 
potir monstrer aux incredules V immortalite de Pame, et les merveillea 
de Tautre monde, veut permettre aux esprits heroiques de paroitre 
quelquefois en celuy-cy dans les lieuz quails ont aimez durant leur 
vie." 

Brant5me also testifies, but less strongly, to these miraculous 
reappearances ;* and especially laments the destruction of the fine 
castle, for which many spoke of the Due de Montpensier in terms of 
bitter execration. The ruins of the castle can now scarcely be traced. 
Miss Costello has recorded her extreme disappointment when visit- 
ing the site of them.* 

With regard to the question just above raised by Mezeray as to 
the existence of fairies, the following extract from the prose romance 
is very interesting, and may serve also as a specimen of it. 

** We haue thenne herd sey and telle of our auncyents, that in 
manye partes of the sayd land of Poytow haue ben shewed vnto 
many oon Right famylerly many manyeres of thinges the which som 
called Gobelyns, the other Fayrees, and the other bonnes dame^ or 
good ladyes; and they goo by nyght tyme and entre w/t^in the 
houses without opnyng or brekyng of ony doore and take & here 
somtyme with them the children out of their cradeUe^, and somtyme 
they tume them out of theyre wit, and somtyme they brennc & Roste 
them before fe fyre, and whan they departc fro them they leue them 
as hoole as they wore before, and soih gyue grette happe & Fortune 
in this world. And yet haue I herd say of oon Geruase, a man wor- 
shipfuU & of credence, that som other fauntasyes appyeren by nyght 
tyme vnto many oon in dyuerso places in lyknes of wymen with old 
face^ of low and lytil stature or body, whiche dide scoure pannes and 
potts and dide suche things? as a mayde or scnvnmt oughte to doo, 
lyberaly & without dooyng of any harme. And also he saith for 
certayn that in his tyme ho had a frend that was auncycnt & old, 

» Cf. notctol. 3711. 

' Miss L. S. Costello; Be.irn and the PjTenPca, vol. i.. p. 140. She gives a 
sketch of the legend, and adds that Boiichot, in his chronich^s, says he cannot find 
that any duk(! or count of Poitou was ever called Bcrtrand or Aymcry ; whence ho 
concludes that the whole story is (me of those which it is impossible to believe^ but 
yrhich an at the »ame time deUctable to read. 
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which Recounted for trouth that in hys dayes he hadd seen many 
tymes such thinges." (foL 2 6.) 

Jean d* Arras then goes on to give several instances of men who had 
married fairies, always under certain conditions, and specially mentions 
one whom " Geruase" well knexoy viz., Sir Robert du Chastel Roussel 
of the province of Asy, who found a fairy in a meadow, and married 
her on the understanding that he was never to behold her stripped ; 
but happening one day to see her in this condition, she immediately 
" putte her heed into a watre, & was tourned into a serpent." {fcl, 3.) 
With regard to Melusine's re-appearance before calamities, and to 
her tending her youngest son, Thierry, as described at p. 140, the 
reader may compare the following. ** In German tradition the name 
of Berchta is given to the so-called White Lady^ who appears in 
many houses when a member of the family is about to die, and, as 
we have seen, is thought to be the ancestress of the race. She is 
sometimes seen at night tending and nursing the children, in which 
character she resembles the Keltic fairy. In other and more wide- 
spread traditions, the White Lady is an enchanted or spell-bound 
damsel, who usually every seventh year appears near some mountain 
or castle, points out treasures, and awaits her release.* Sometimes 
she is seei^ combing her long locks or drying flax-knots. Some pre- 
tend that, like Huldra, she is disfigured by a taW^ The story 
entitled "How Count Baldwin of Flanders married a devil"* has 
several points of resemblance to that of Melusine ; but Melusine is 
always represented as most loving and beneficent. 

IV. THE LANGUAGE OF THE POEM. 

Judging by the occasional occurrence of plural verb-endings in 
— «w, the dialect would appear to be Midland ; but the lateness of 
the MS. renders such speculation doubtful I may remark, how- 
ever, that I have observed that many of the words used occur in 
the Promptorium Parvulorum, with the same peculiarities of spelling. 
The chief points to be noted are these. 

We find plural verb-endings of the indicative present in — en; 

> This clearly applies to the legends of Melior and Palestine. 
» B. Thorpe : Northern Mythology, toI. i., p. 279, » Ditto, toI. iii., p. 283. 
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a«, wUlenj shinen; and also of tho past tense, as weren. The past 
tense of weak verbs ends in — ed, and the past participles end in 
— ed or — yd. The past participles of strong verbs end in — ew, 
— yriy and even — ing or — yng ; as founden, forsaiden (1290), 
wroughten^ throwen^ comen, yeuyn (1860), taking (4921), takyng 
(1754), yeujig (1799). Even the infinitive mood sometimes ends in 
— ing or — yng, as enledng (5625), yeuyng (1528). Present parti- 
ciples end in — ing^ — yngy — and^ — ant. Examples of the latter 
fonns are trenchand (3045), distnissand (4082), loynant (4513). But 
the most characteristic marks of the poem are these; (1) the con- 
tinual omission of inflexions, so that we meet with rede ==« rested, 
yi/de='yielded, <7^i/= given, whilst diffend (1468) is to be compared 
with defend yd (2105); so too goo = gone, 6e = been, mysdo = 
misdone ; (2) an extraordinary partiality on the part of the writer for 
the present participle, which he continually compels to serve both 
for the present and past tenses of the indicative ; see mtising =- 
mused (363) ; and (3) a continual omission of the personal pronouns 
— see note to Prol., L 4 — and even of the verb to be, which gives 
many sentences an awkward look, and obscures the meaning. As a 
genitive case-ending, — is twice occurs >mtten apart from the word, 
as 8one is = son's (28), and Tristram is = Tristram's (5750). By 
comparing Tristram-is with Tristram Jtis (6008), we have a good 
example of the unhappy substitution of his for the genitive case- 
ending; a change to which proper names were very liable. It is further 
remarkable that this case-ending is constantly neglected altogether, 
as castetl strengtliy lady lore, viedee anise, fadir deth, for castle's 
strength, lady's lore, Medea's advice, father's death. The following 
past tenses are noticeable : fly (flew), blent, glint, roiight (recked), 
9ly (slew), cliue (clove), grint (ground), lepe, condute (conducted). 
Some of the past participles have prefixes ; as, I-graunted, I-fhonght, 
A-conqueste (2492), A-stoncd, generally spelt stoned. Also to-stoniste, 
to-chai^ped, to-rent occur, from the verbs to-stonish, to-chap, to-rend. 
Owing to the frecjuent occurrence of y auoir in the French, the 
translator constantly uses had or teas had in j)lace of teas, and had 
or were had for were. Similarly, the occuiTcnce of the French elle 
induces him to use she in place of it more than once. The accusa- 
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tiye case me is curiously used, as me wjoste goo=^l must go, 
speke me shall = I shall speak. Me is also found, as commonly 
elsewhere, in the sense of the Fr. on. The plural hretherin occurs 
twice. 

Of adjectives, we find many double comparatives, as, m4)re leuer, 
more fairer ; and superlatives, as mode hieste, moste gretteste. The 
forms brygMijf moidy, occurring for bright, moi^, are very significant 
as pointing to the full pronunciation of the final — e in old authors, 
being no doubt corruptions of brigldey mmde. So too pitty is written 
instead of pitte = pit. The forms breueloher = brieflier, and good- 
lokest = goodliest, are worth remark, as instances of forms common 
in older MSS. The adverbs fro-liensj fro-tliens, wher-hens, th^r-hens, 
ther-thens, occur often. The adverb icell is generally spelt will, which 
is at first sometimes perplexing. Sonly occurs instead of soon in 
L 4078. In and inly mean very, extremely. 

The conjunctions yut (yet) and os (as) are strong provincial forms. 
The preposition toward admits of separation, as to-Brehaigne-ward 
(2147, 2151). Double negatives are common. The forms not-for- 
pat (nevertheless) and neuer-for-neuer (never at any time) are curious. 

A few wortis as to spelling. Th seems to have often had the 
sound of ^; as we find thought, thotcne, tJiaken, tlwuchyng, thyme, 
meaning taught, town, taken, touching, time. Compare whyth, with, 
and wheni, went. Such words as crying, rejoying, noying^ are spelt 
crijng, reioyng, noyng. We find, too, piteuous, shameiufus, beautenous, 
hiduous, for piteous, &c. World is spelt both worle and wordle, and 
for worldly we find worhj and wordly. But one of the most curious 
freaks is that two letters are often transposed ; continually is for 
written when fro is meant ; and traying, presone, beded, presight, 
aduersite, herres, ther, secerly, perdestincd, portared, sogren, all 
noticed in the foot-notes, are simply errors for tarying, persone, 
bedde, perfight, aduerti^e, breres, thre, secret y, predestinat, portraed, 
sogem, respectively. It is curious that r is the letter shifted, in nine 
instances out of eleven. We are thus left somewhat uncertain as to 
whether the spellings refershing, cmssing are intentional, or whether 
they should be altered to refreshing, curssing, C£ the O.E. kerse, 
brid, for cress, bird. 
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It only remains for me to explain why my name appears alone 
on the title-page, instead of jointly with that of the Eev. J. Eawson 
Lumhy, as at first advertised. Mr Lumby had done his fall share 
of the transcription, viz. the latter half of the poem, from L 3151 to 
the end, and had begun to add side-notes, when he was compelled 
by stress of work to relinquish the task. He has nevertheless been 
ever ready with suggestions and advice, and to him therefore are 
my thanks especially due; as also to Mr Bradshaw (as before 
mentioned), and to the authorities of Trinity College, who have 
allowed me the unrestrained use of their manuscript. 



CORRECTIONS, ETC. 



P. 9, L 28. For "fono is" read "fone-ia," to show that w is the 
genitive case-ending ; see preface, p. xv. 

P. 19, 1. 347. For " fahi3 " read "faluz." 

P. 22, 1. 443. The reading "no" is certainly right. See the 
note. 

P. 2C, L 554. I am not sure that I am right in displacing the 
MS. reading "os," and substituting "as"; for though "as" is the 
usual form, still "os" occurs no less than four times, viz. in U. 554, 
2076, 3372, and 6424. Os = as, occurs in Piers Plowman; Harl. 
MS. 875; Passus III; and in other MSS. 

P. 45, 1. 1095. Lisert a hyphen in " ther-thens." 

P. 64, L 1723. The MS. has "ftafte." But I propose to read 
"ftafto." See Glossary. 

P. 82, L 2269. For " Anly " read " And." 

P. 85, L 2339. The MS. reading "will" should be retained. 

P. 100, L 2792. The MS. has "fhifte;" but I propose "fhifte." 
See Glossary. 

P. 139, L 3964. Add a comma at the end of the line. 

P. 150, foot-note. For " 3492 " read " 3942." 

P. 181, foot-note. For "by mistake" read "intentionally." I 
have since noticed that wherever the word " pope " occurs, it has a 
line (a very thin one) drawn through it. 

P. 188, L 5456. For " yift " read " yift." 

P. 206, L 5992. For " displaide " read " difplaide." 

P. 215, L 6297. For " parfight " read " parfight." 



CORRECTIONS, ETC. XIX 

Notes. Line 976. St. Jougon is probably St. Jouin, in the arron- 
dissement of Parthenay, celebrated for good white wine. Penny 
Cych 

line 980. Probably ris means Ruys, near Rennes. 

Line 5414. The eve of St. John the Baptist was an appropriate 
time for the adventure. In Thorpe's Northern Mythology (vol. iii., 
p. 140), we read that "treasures bum especially on St. John's night, 
and those who know how can [then] raise them." 

Line 6210. TMs feast is not called St. Louis' day ; for that is 
Aug. 25, the day of his death. 



/'i 



SD^e §lomans of Hartmag, 
or of Jusipm. 



[Fol 1 w wanting,] 



• •••••• 

^Or full fayne I wold do that myght you pleafe, 
yff connyng I had in it to procede ; 



FOr nm layne i woia ao tnat mygnt you pieaie, [Pol j.j 

vif noTinvncr T had in if. to nmnAdft : ijnd j the cun-* 

To me wold it be grete plefaunce and eafe, thing here to 

4 yff aught here might fourge to youre wyl in dede; my moi b 'hMrea, 

But barayne is my foule,* fauting connynghede, *° 
Katheles in it wil I make progreife, 
Euermore truftyng to youre gentilnefle. 



8 



T not aqueynted of birth naturall 



With fre[n]fhe his verray trew parfightneiTe, 
Nor enpreyntyd is in mynde cordiall ; 
O word For other myght take by lachelTe, 
12 Or perauenture by vnconnyngneffe ; 
For frenfho rimed or metred alway 
Ful oft is ftraunge in englifhc to difplay. 

As nighe as metre will conclude fentence, 
Folew I wil here my prefident, 
Ryght as the firenf he wil yiff me euidence, 
Cereatly after my7i entent ; 
Al-be-hit I am vnfufficient, 
20 Ne can noght peynt my boke as other be, 
Vnder youre fupporte yut aunter wyl me. 

» MS. " foule/' 

1 



I am not ao- 
qoalnted by birth 
with the perfec- 
tion of French, 
and may mlftake 
one word for 
another; for 
rhymed French la 
difflcolt to be dis- 
played In BngUah. 



Am nlgh as the 
metre will permit, 
I wUl follow my 
text, In due or- 
der; albeit I can- 
not paint my book 
as most books are 
painted. 



In andent times, 
men InToked 
deitiee: Urns Va- 
lerias Maximiu 
InToked Tiberius. 



I WILL NOT INVOKE FALSE DEITIES, 

Tn auncion tyme of antiquite 

''' A Men called goddis to theire helpe and ayd, 
^ 24 WitA deuoute prayers to theire deite, 

Their werkys to fourge eche houred brayd,* 
Their celles of memoir to refrefhe prayd ; 

^ As Valerius maximus gan do, 

^28 Tiberius Cefar called helpe vnto, 



^ 
b 



[Fol. S 6.] 
and explained in 
the pro«m of bis 
notiU>le book, 
how the gods were 
created. 



lOdas. the rich 
kincofPhnrgla, 
besought Bacchus 
that aU he touched 
might become 
gold; which the 
god granted, eren 
with respect to 
his meat and 
drink. 



BoBM gods owed 
tlMir origin to 
poets' fluiey; 
others were 
malign spirits, 
giving oracular 



To call to my aid 
gods such as these, 
who are of no 



^y Tn the proheim off hys notabile boke, 
/ X Wher all thes goddis apMly may fee, 
(ho-fo luft out it to behold or loke), 
' '32 hou thay were creat eche in their degre ; 



) 
36 



Som luft their faders honoured fhold be, 
Som for their ftrenght or for thing in holde, 
Som for wifdome or fomwhat vnfold. 

/\ff roial frige Midas the riche king 



Bachus god of wyne ther befoght he. 
That al gold myght be what he were touching. 
For he was of hys confratemite ; 
40 hys defyre graunted that gold fine fhold be, 
Ke had thys god relefed hym at laige 
Off hys mete and drinke, ^«r fhold he had dif- 
chaige. 



^44 



TT\o declare how they were deyfied, 



large tyme, longe fpace wold it ocupie ; 
Poetes whilom fom &ntefied ; 
Som maligne goftes, ful of tyrannye, 
yeuyng anfweres to peple fondrye ; 
48 For to tell or fay their generacion 
yn vayn, ryght noght their fondacion. 



T 



lo callen in ayde tho of no valoure, 
Which want myght and ftrenght, vertu none 
hauyng, 



MS. " houredbrayd." 



BUT ONLY THE TRUB GOD. 



52 That mifcreantes wlulom gan honoure, 
As for their goddis thaim deyfiyng, 
As power had, where non wer hauyng, 
Poetes faynyd in their poetrie, 

56 Theim-felfen the more for to magnifie ; 

Suche fayned goddys noght is to cal on, 
Thing Agayne our feith' And but fantifie ; 
No help ne focour to cal thaim vppon ; 
60 I lay theim Apart And fully denye, 
Requiring that lord whych is Almightye 
That of hys highneffe he be my trew gide, 
The weyes of trouth me vn-to prouide ; 

64 rphat in thys mater my penne conueid be , 
J- As plefaunce may be vn-to the highnefle 
Off our lacred lord, fitting in trinite^ 
Now be he myn ayde in thys beHneife ; 

68 To hym only I truft m thys forth progreffe, ''- 
That throgh his mercy he me fend* fuch grace, 
For* frenfh tyll englifh that it may purchace. 

Mi labor wil don After my fimpleneffe 
hit for to conuey As I can or may, 
Befeching hertly of your highnelTe 
My defautes for to pardon alway ; 
Truftyng to your grace now euer and ay, 
76 The prohemy and prologe of frenfh here begyn, 
After my fampler paiUng forth ther-in. 



ralae, and were 
only imagined by 
poets. 



PPoL 8.] 
would be a 
ourOhriitian 
liaith. I deny 
them, and call 
rather upon 
Almighty God. 



to guide my flto 
aa may pleaae the 
Trinity, that I 
may translate the 
French into 
Engllih. 



I will do my best, 
asking pardon for 
defects, and wUl 
nowb«gin to 
translate the pro- 
logue prefixed to 
the French text 



The philifopher ful wyfe was And fage 
Which declarid in hys firft pagent, 
80 hys methephilike off noble corage, 
Werto plieth humayn entendement, 
Naturally conceyung the entent 



^ MS. "feith." 



2 MS. " fend.' 
1 ♦ 



Pro (?) 



The philosopher 
was full wise, who 
declared In the 
first page of his 
" Metapliysics," 
that the human 
intellect naturally 
endeavonra to 
2«am and Jbtoio 
things ; for all a 
man's endeayour 



BCIBNCB IS A WORTHY THING. 



[Fol. S 6.] 
to to know that 
which he before 
knew not. eepe- 
dmlly In matters 
that concern him 
closely. Old 
things, when re- 
hearsed, are good 
and fair: as when 
we speak of 
Arthur, 



and of hto noble 
kni^ts and wor- 
thy people i or of 
Lancelot. Perd- 
Tal, or Qawain. 



Whoever inquires 
of their manrel- 
loos adTentures 
by sea and land, 
will find It an ex- 
cellent thing to 
know them. 



Bdence to a most 
worthy thing : 
and erery one 
should study 
htotory. more 
especially if he 
be of high degree. 



To leme And know ; thing faid wel and ^vifly ; 
84 For all humayn entendement fully 

DElireth come to know that he knowith noght, 
Whether of loue or of reproche it be, 
And fpecially if it touche hym aught. 
88 Thinges of long time palTyd in contre, 
When reherfid is, pleafith hertes fre ; 
Auncton thinges wich ben good and fayre, 
As to fpeke of king arthure debonayr, 

92 Tlow he wold preue his vertu and manhede 
AX With noble knightes and peple worthi ; 
Many of hym fpekith at thys hour in-dede ; 
And fo thai don of lancelet fureli, 

96 Wher ful good loos had ryght ful preylingly ; 
Of perceuale alfo, And of Gawayn, 
Which lo ! at no time had hertes in uayn 

As for to adquire grete honour and prife ; 
*^^, Ful wel lemid were in knightly coniectures. 

Who wyl know and enquere in what maner wyfe. 
By fe and land meruelous auentures 
Which came unto fondry creatures, 
104 For to conne it is an excellent thyng, 
And caufe of many mannys preferring. 

As rofe is aboue al floures moft fine, 
So is fcience mofb digne of worthynelTe ; 
108 ho noght ne can, noght worth is to deuine ; 
hit wel belongeth to tho of goodneffe 
Strongly to enquere hifbories expreffe, 
Which that of longe tyme makith memorie ; 
112 Moch more is if he be of degre hye ; 



[FoL 4.1 
Such a man ought 
to know hto pedi- 



ff, 



fhold ferche, fro degre into degre, 
vn-to know wherhens he defcendyd is. 



A LORD OF POITIERS BADE ME WRITE A BOOK, 



Duke, Erie, or Baron, or markoid if he be, 
1 16 So fat long mynde therof fhuld be ywis ; 
Al tbes lordes gret fo fhold do in thys, 
Ther-off fcripture make as an hifborie, 
To ende that ay ther-of be memorie. 

120 Tlor-fo-moche I lay that an high grete lord, 
-*- Whilom of peiters, (whom god yf honour), 
lord of partenay named of record. 
To whom I fhal be redy at ech hour, 

124 Me commaunded, noght gretly, to labour 
Of hys proper fentement and feling ; 
Hys commaundme;it wem fhal I no-thing. 



128 



TlOr eueiy knawith and full wel May fee 

-*- That to lordes here men obbey, lo ! fhold ; 



ho can it noght do, wife ne fage is he ; 
In hys fwete langage ther he me vnfold 
That I ther take the exampleir wold 
132 Off a boke' of his which that he had made ; 
He it ther me toke, to fouige it me bade. 



T 



lo know in fertayn ho fourged and wrought 
Eoial lefigne[n], the noble caftell, 
136 Als ho made the town, vnto mynde it brought ; 
A meruelous ftrenght is in for to dweL 
Then I anfwerd greing to hym well, 
" My lorde," faid, " vnto your wil and plefire ; " 
140 Then faid he, " do it at your owne lelire ; 



p 



jlor all the labour and iomay is your ; 
Thys caftell was made with on of faire, 
(As ouer all reherfed is eche hour), 
144 Of the which I am draw en lynyally, 
I and all the lyne difcendyd fully 
Of partenay, it is ryght no doute at all ; 
The fair melufigne men gan hire to call, 



KTM. and cmoM it 
to be duly re- 
oorded> 



Tbtu it was that 
a great lord of 
Poitien and Par- 
tenay commanded 
me to labour after 
this manner; 



and men should 
always obey great 
lords. His bid- 
ding was. that I 
should make a 
(rhymed) copy of a 
book of his: 
which book he 
gare me. 



so that men 
might know who 
made the castle 
and town of 
Lusignan. 
I promised ac- 
cordingly to do so. 



[Fol. 4. b.] 
He then told me 
that this castle 
was built by a 
fairy, from whom 
he was himself 
line&llj descended, 
and whose name 
was Melusine ; 



» MS. "abokc* 



WHICH I AGREED TO DO. 



whoMannt. In- 
deed, lie lUU bon ; 
and he bade me 
rewrite the whole 
hirtoryofitln 
rtijme, beeaoae 
then people would 
the sooner radte 
or hear it. 



148 rphis fjEiirie womman Jwtt you namyd haue, 
-*■ Of whom the annys here now here wee, 
The which ofte were borne ; and daly it craue, 
And to end of it there-of memoir be, 

152 ye fhall put in lyme thys hifborie fire : 
I will that it be rimed hole entire, 
The fonner peple wyll it lay or hire." 



I replied, I would 
gladly undertake 
it.butderiredto 
reoeiTe no praiae, 
for that it had 
been pot Into 
rtiTme onee be- 
fore alreadj. 



BtUl I would try 
and put It into 
another shape, 
which would 
pleaae him better: 



[Fol.«.) 
and would con- 
rait two bo<^ 
that had been 
found in the tower 
of Mabregon, 
originally written 
in Latin, but 
which had been 
afterwards trans- 
lated into FVench ; 



The contents of 
which books had 
been subsequently 
confirmed by 
Anthony, earl of 
Sals and Barry, 
in another hook. 



ren fayd, " my lord, I grant your entent ; 
*^>, Alwais your will and plefire wil doo, 

My power alfo ; but lofe wil none hent, 
For in other tyme in frenf h put alfo, 
And rymed, Ab men me haue told vnto ; 
160 Wherefor vnto me fhold it be gret fhame. 
Of thys dede me auaunt and of it haue name. 



S' 



lyn Another time hath fouiged be and made. 
But to my power what I can wil doo ; 
164 fo god be plefyd, my witte fhal put to fade 
In-to other fourme, if leyfer haue, lo ! 
Which letter* fhal you come plefauwce vnto, 
Syn that the other ye haunt ne vse noght ; 
168 And, that you plelith, put to will I my thought 



A' 



fter tho bokes which of it men fynde, 
Wher this hiftorie preuyd manion ; 
And to ende that we may bring vn-to myndo, 
172 Within the toure of noble mabregon 
To faire bokis were fonden ther-on 
In latin, And all preuyd at deuife. 
That men made tranflat in mofb frenfheft wj'fc 



176 



A nd fyn, after monthes fife or ^xe^ lo ! 



This historie confermyd anthonye, 
The erle of falz and of Bairy alfo, 
In a boke whych had of this cafbel hie, 
> Sie in MS. Read '* better." The French has mieulx. 



I WILL NOW BBOIN MY STORY. 



1 80 Whiche that was fo faire, ful f trong and myghtie ; 
But al-wais fpake in his wordes al 
Vn-to thes bokes Aboue-faid egall : 



" bokes thre that boke drawen oute, which, they mj, 

WM compiled 



0^ .-_^ 

184 ^^ (Ryght fo fayn' men reherfyncf the chaunce), from three others; 

A ,\, ° ,^ ^ .. , , and I do not 

And that wherby it was know no doute, doubt it. mi hare 

Which other tymes haue fayne the fubftaunce ; •tanoeofit 
here-to fhal I put all my hole puiaunce, 
188 In ordinat rule fhal it fett furelye, 
As pleiire may be vnto our lord hye." 

rien toke I my leue As of my good lord. Thereupon, i took 

rtT At t rt. . 1 <! V ™y le»Te, and will 

(Vn-to whom god yen loy, grace, and honour), now endeavour to ^ 

192 As to ^e cafbell ftrength here to recorde ofthecastieof 

Of ^e fSedd lelignen, whiche was fair pat hour, oodsa*"' 
here fhall ye here thys hifborie labour ; 
So pat it may plefe the kyng of glorie, 

196 Which to me yeff Felyng ther-of fullie, 



w 



ithowt whom a man^ here may do no thyng, [Poi. 6 6.i 

■r> .. . /• m . ,-1 . -I without whom 

Be it in iranfh tonge other in ebrew ; one can write 



All fcience cometh of that noble kyng, ^FnnehorixT 



200 Wich is the clere wele or the pilour trew, 
The maker of all whom liflf doth enfew ; 
Of hym cometh goodnelTe, wite, and fence ; 
Non, but by our lord, herite in fcience. 



Hebrew. Of Him 
cometh goodness, 
wit, and sense. 



204 \\f ith hole hert entire here I hym require i pray Hhn. with 

my whole heart. 



To thys nede me ayde ; and hys moder fwet J^^w me: and 
Mi mater conduce to the ende entire, moth^wuf wn- 

Thys werke vnto me here fhewyd and gett, ^^^\^ '''''^ ^ 

208 To the hie plefaunce of my good lord gret^, l^^'"^ ^^' 

To whom god yeff ioy, worfhip, and honour ; 
Eight thus the prologe Endeth at this hour. 

[Und of the prologue,] 
» fayn (?) » MS. "aman." 



A CERTAIN EARL, NAMED AMERY, 



[THE ROMANS OF PARTENAYJ 



In andent times, 
after the time of 
OctarUniu, llTed 
in Poitien a cer- 
tain earl named 
Amery. well- 
■Idlled inaetrology 
and other adenoeik 



Hit is fo in trouth in time auncton, 
After the time that OctauiAn was, 
In peytera a erle had of grete renoun, 
4 Off whom gret talkyng men held hie and 
louid of all, cherifhed in eche place, 
Callid Amerys ; wel cowde aftronemie, 
And A man fnl ripe in other clerigie 



ae Yell aa in canon 
and elTil law. 
Nerer waa there a 
better astrologer, 
or one more 
learned in the 
science. 



8 



Y^flf the right Canoun and Ciuile alfo ; 



Wel nye al by hert thes fcience coude he, 
Als wordly witte I-now had ther-to ; 
yut hys dedes neuertheleife to fe, 
12 Neuer better aftronomian might be, 
Founde was neuer man being christiaii ; 
He cowde moche more than any other man, 



[Fol. «.] 
excepting only 
Him« who gare 
stars their names. 
He was ahw great 
and rich, and rery 
fondofhonting. 



But only he which fterres gan to name. 
Then all other, with ther names alL 
A gret man this was And of noble fame. 
And wel at eafe of goodes mondiall ; 
Difport of houndes loued moche with-all, 
20 Full ofte chaced he hertes, bores grete ; 
Thys erle of peyters huge nobles gan gete. 



He had a Mr son 
and a fkir daugh- 
ter, whose names 
were Bertram 
and Blanche. 



A Fair fone had by hys gentill wiffe, 
Full moche loued hir, chirfly can hir hold, 
24 And A doughter fair, ful fwete As fare liff, 
Streight nofe, fair mouth, wel fetured, me told, 
Gret beute fhe had wonderly vnfoldo ; 
* MS. '* has," which is wrong. 



HAD A COUSIN, THE EARL OF FOREST. 

Wliich men callyd Blanche, fhe was inly foir ; 
28 And the fone is name Bertram debonaire. 



Thys Erie thes children fol moche loued the ; 
yut was noght founded, neither like to be, 
Eochel ne machon, neither of them to ; 
32 Thorugh al peyters foyfon of wode plente, 
A ful gret forefb with many A ftreight tre. 
And in the wild forefb As of columbere. 
Which is noght full ferre fro peiters there. 



Neither Ro- 
chelle nor Macon 
were yet founded; 
and there was, 
thronghout Poi- 
tiers, abundance 
of trees, and espe- 
cially a large 
forest called that 
ofCoulombiers. 



36 



n 



tho ther was A Erie in the foreft, 



Now there was an 

Which of children had A huge noumbre gret ; ^o had a hugf' 

great number of 
children, not rery 
rich, but who 
UTed sagely, and 
spent warily, 



In riches herite was not in pe befb. 
But of good lyuyng was in-dede and fet, 
40 Sagely And wifely good gouemaunce get ; 
After that had, warly gan difpende ; 
And for hys good gouemaunce, at ende^ 

Loued and cherifhed was of peple alL 
Cofyn he was to Erie amerye fre. 
Which thes nouels hurd at that entreual. 
That his cofyn had of children plento ; 
Then came hym in wil and in volente 
48 Off fuch greuous charge hym to difcharge tho ; 
Without traying, ' therfor, gan he do, 

At peiters made A roial gret fefte, 
A more worfhipful neuer fayn with eye ; 
52 After tho he fend the Erie of foreft. 

Of poitors The erle commaunded fo fullie. 
And other Barons lyke-wyfo verilye. 
Which of hys feignorie landes gan hold 
56 Of this noble erle A-fome fpoke and told. 



[Fol. ek] 

and was beloTed 
by all. He was 
cousin to Amery: 
who, hearing of 
his great number 
of children, 
thought to I 
him. 



He made there- 
fore a great feast 
at Poitlen, and 
invited the earl 
of the forest and 
his feudal barons. 



T 



Iho wer after fende, to hym came gladlye ; They came giadiy 
All other cam, non lakke, vnto that ioumay pointed: and the 
* tarying (?) Sec note. 
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AMERT ADOPTS HIS COUSIN's SON, 



earl of the forest 
brought with him 
three of hia lona. 



That thys fayd Erie cominaunded hertlye. 
60 The Erie of Forest brought hym, thay fey, 
Thre of his fones vnto court that day. 
For to do to hys cofyn gret plefaunce ; 
And he cam vnto full fair ordinaunce. 



The eui of 
Poitien was glad 
to see them, and 
regarded the 
three sons closely, 
especially the 
youngest, and. 



64 rphe Erie of poiters had gret ioy to fight 
J- Of hys good cofyn, And hym felled fo, 
And hym cherifhed in al that he myght ; 
Hys children feruently gan he behold tho, 

68 To on of them thre hys behold gan go, 
The left gan hym plefe in hert brennynglie, 
To hys cofyn feyd thes wordes fwetly. 



[Foi. r.) 

" My fair sweet 
eonsin, I beg you 
to glTe me one of 
these children; 
he shaU be weU 
tai«ht. 



" TTnderftandeth me, my fair fwete cofin, 
72 '-^ I haue vnderftande And by neighbours 
knowe 
That largely ye haue children good and fin, 
Full good is that ye ther-of difcharge yowe ; 
here I you require, yeff me on to owe ; 
76 he fhall be wel taught in curtefie and fpeche. 
For fuche doctrine fchal hym lere and teche ; 



and I will make 
him a rich man." 
" My lord." said 
the earl, "do 
your pleasure as 



three: I wHI not 
rvftise yoo. 



And for euermore ryche man ihal hym make." 
" My lord," fayd thys Erie of the foreft hie, 
80 " Of thes thre on your plefire do and take. 
And you ther-of I thanke whyth hert ful humly, 
Refon is ne right that you weme fhold y ; 
Se ye here now thre in your hie prefence, 
84 Do as liketh your noble reuerence. 



Take whlcheyer 

of them yon like 

best" 

" Then glre me 

the youngest," 

quoth the esri of 

Poitiers: 



rpAke here vnto you which you beft do plefe, 
J- No man fhall ther-of you weme ne with- 

" Then yeflf me the left to my hertes efe, 
88 For I haue to hym my loue yeflf thys day," 



WHO WAS CALLED RAYMOND. 11 

The Erie of poiteTs this to hym gan fay. 
" Sir, I wyll gladly do your will and hefb," 
So hym Anfwerd the Erie of forefb, * 

92 " Qyn he you plefith, ye ihall hym haue trulie ; '^l^'^ i** 
^ My lord, fe hym here, you here take fone "Mj ^^^^ 

mjn ; " — mond." 

" My fair cofyn, I thanke you ful hertlye ; 
Declare me hys name (.) gentil good cofyn.** 
96 " My lord, men hym cal Eaymound good & fyn, 
The fair, the fwet, the gentUl, the curtoys, 
Off all thre heft thaught, ftill, not moche of uoys.'* 



ben thys roiall Feift was endyd and done, [Foi. r 6] 

The third day 



100 * ' Ryght fo As it fell vppon the thyrd day, iSr^S^faSt. 

The Erie of forefbe toke hys leue to gone ; tonat departed. 

Tho thes hrethen thre to-geders kyffyd thay, bretiiren 

Entercommaundyng to god other ay, Seided ei^h* 

104 At ther departfon had thay gret dolour ; ^o^d^' *"* 

Thys Eaymound Abode with hys lord that houre. 



mained behind. 



T]\vl wele he hym feruyd vnto his powere, BaTmood served 

|i V V X ^^j Amery fidth- 

-^ Off trouth he it knew ful wel verilye, fuiiy, and was 

much beloTed in 

108 Thys full noble erle, fir Amerie, there, return. 

Which moche hym louyd And cherifhed* hertly, 

As for that fo wel hym feruyd daily, 

And furely wold do that to hym wold fay, 
112 Neuer feruitour louid fo no day ; 

And* AKo he was his faythfull cofyn. But after this did 

Eaymound afterthy8,gaynwyl,hymganfly; ST'c^'iS'ne- 
Standed caft to ground, to deth moft incline STdeiJh^miS!^*^ 
1 16 By fortune fals glotenous cruelte, ^tS^^'kme 

Which no-thyng dredith ne doughteth to be, T^^Z!^"^'"" 

» MS. "foreft." « MS. "fherifhcd." Sco 1. 121. 

' MS. "AAnd." 
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AMERT AND RAYMOND 00 A-HUNTING. 



But cauflth ofbe meruelles for to come, 
So As ye may hire fondry tymes lome. 



The earl Ameij 
went often to 
hunt in the afore- 
said foreet, daring 
Are or aix jreara; 



120 At noble poiters the erle Amerie, 

-^ Which fo was louyd and cherifhed tho, 
Als of hys men holden ful cherifhlye 
Both of ryche And pour in like wyfe alfo, 

124 To wodes he went ful ofbe to hunt, lo ! 
Into the forefte of feyd columb[e]re ; 
So fylfe or fexe ^ere regned in powere. 



[FoLS.] 
and he went to 
hunt one daj 
with a Urge 
nomber of 
knights, with 
Rajmond on a 
hin^ooarser 
beside him. bear- 
ing his swocd. 



Hit cam on A day, for to hunt he went, 
*--v. With hym gret fufion of knyghtes many, 

Of tho which he mofte Ipuyd ther hent, 
Whith hym to difport brought he forth furelye. 
Befidifl hym rode Raymounde gentillye, 
132 vppon A couifere he, beryng ful wel 
(As thys hyi1;orie doth declare and tell) 



The chase began; 
the beast ran 
before the 
hoonds. closely 
followed by them 
and by the earl. 



Tn 



he fwerd of thys noble Erie and man. 
Tho began the chace ftrong and myghtly ; 
136 The beft for noyfe A-fom the hundys ran. 
The houndes fewing after ful fbrongly ; 
The Erie thaim fewed and fpored lyghtly. 
Of whom anon fhal you declare and fay 
140 Where hym cam tho gret mifchef and afray ; 



who never re- 
turned again 
home. Raymond 
followed him as 
closely as he 
could; and. as 
the moon rose, 
the boar was stUl 
slaying the dogs. 



F3r neuer after he ne cam againe, 
Raymounde hym fewed As moche As he myght. 
As for to leue hym ne wold he certayn ; 
144 Of thaim to it fil As ye fall know ryght. 
In the foreft fought thys f wyne euery wyght. 
Which in columbere bred and fed trulye ; 
The mone ther rofe ; the fwyne ther houndes flye, 



The earl's people 
knew not where 
he was. baring 



148 fTlher ded to ground thaim caft myghtilye. 

-1- his peple wyft noght where that he became, 



THEY LOSE THEIR WAY IN THE WOOD. 13 

^Novmbred were thay ther mo then twentye ridden »w»y after 

the bour. "Come 

Which full feniently rode after thys game ; hither. Eay- 

152 "Come heder," feid, "Raymound, lord, in goddys eari. * 
name ! 
Our houndes, our peple lost now haue we, 
In what part thay ben vnknow is to me ; 



A 



nd now is it noght to retome, parde ? [Fol b b.] 

"and tell me 



166 -*^ Thought we cerche Aboute we fhal not what you adyise.- 

."I . o J **I*t us find 

tnaim tmO. K>me retreat.- 

What fey ye now ? what do now fhal we ? " — "where we may 
Raymounde fayd, " go forth, tary we not behynd, 
Vnto fom receit nye the wodes lynde, 
160 Wher we mow thys tym receyued to be." 
The Erie anfwered, " ful wel now fay ye ; 



Ryght fo fhal it be As to me faid, "So thaii it be.- 

"^^ ^ . eakl the earl, "for 

Sithen the mone is rifen vp an hie, tt»e moon and 

^ itan shine 

164 The euening is fair and deie difplaid, dearly." 

The fterres fhinen fair I-now truly 

That all the wordle enlumyneth goodlie." 

Then vnto ther way went thay ful nere, 
168 For the mone gan fhine inly fair and clere. 



mh« 
i ^ 



lorught the wodes went, athirt trauerfing, TraTersing 

Where thay found places diuers and fondrye, ^ood. they*found 

Then a full fair way to thaym apperyng Jath. wWcrSie 

172 Wheron a ftronge pas rode thay hastily. ~ouid ?ead them 



to Poitiers. 



The Erie faid, " Raymound, thys path wyl vs 

bryng nye. 
As me femeth, to peyters the lyght way ; 
What fey ye ] is it noght fo, now me fay 1 " 



176 T) Aymounde faid, " I trow it fo be trulye ; thought the same. 

ti. XT -J i.1, JJ- »"<* adYlMd that 

-■-^ Now nde we then, m goddis name, apace, they should nde 

on fast, and 



u 



THE EARL, BT 0B8ERVIVG THE STARS, 



Inquire tlwlr way 
ofMmieone 
whom tii«7 might 
maet. 



We fhall come ful late thought we ful fafb hye, 
That into the town to entre haue no fpace ; 
180 jut perauentuie we may fynd fom grace 

To mete your peple whiche that knowith the 

way : " — 
"Go we," feyd the Erie, "I graunt, al that we 
may." 



rFoL •.) 

Th« «urU M h« 
rode, begin to 
behold the stan. 



told) aikUftil 
Mtrologer. 



fjnhen thay toke ther way wonder fpedfuUye. 
184 -L Thys noble Erie be-gan to behold 

Thes fair fterres fhin3mg fid biyghtly. 

So that the fkye enlumyned manyfold ; 

Of aftronemye wyfe was As is told, 
188 So moche ther-of knew he the maiftrie. 

As he a fterre beheld in the fkye an hie, 



Thereupon he 
peroelred, bj a 
certafan itar. that 
a ttrange ad- 
Tentnre waa at 
hand, and wrong 
bla hands, and 
cried oat, 



Th 



Mter he law a meruelous auenture 
Which ful fharpiB and hard after to hym waa 
192 The profite of other touched he ther fure, 
But of hys owne ille perceyued no cas. 
Ther wonderful fyghtes' gan to purchas, 
hys handys gan wryng and to draw faft, 
196 " lord god !" faid, " that angelles formed haft. 



"0 Lord Godt 
why doth fortune 
make a man 
Iirosper by Ill- 
doing? For I 
peroeiTe that 
innaperity will 
thni happen. 



rphat thes merueles fo fbrange bene fothlefe ! 
J- Fortune is ful Urong any man to know ; 
yanay god ! for why made Hie encrefle 
200 Only a man,* for doing ille, to growt 
She is ful glad of duyng ille, I trow. 
Now is it ryght thus, I fe wel now expreffe 
That, for ille doing, comyth gret goodnelTe ! 



Raymond ! behold 
theie ■tart, and 
laaow that if. in 
%him hoar, a man 



204 Tn thes fteires fe, Raymounde, vnderftand ! 
J- For I here perceyue ful gret auenture." 
he hym anfwerd, ''what is that iayandl" 
> ijgliM (?) « MS. " aman." 



FORBTELS SOME STRANGE ADVENTURK 15 

Thys Erie hym faid, " the fhal declare fore, wm to 1U7 iub 
208 Without any doubte know thys of trouth pure, 
And no-thyng no doubte, but be in certayn, 
K a man* gan fie hys lord fouerayn, 



As in thys hour, he fhuld gretter lorde be ; [Fol 9 b.] 
I16 would bocoino 
More pufaunt, ful myghtly, and ryght gret Wmaeif » greater 

lord, and more 

Then any of hys kynred in contre ;* poiMant than any 

In the ooontry. 

In al places fhal fructefie and get, and be more 

belored than Ms 

loue of all fhal haue wher he entermet, neighbour*." 

216 More gretter loue haue then his neyboures all ; 
know thys, fayr coiin, this is trouth, & fhall ! " 

RAymounde noght word yaf hym to anfwere, Raymond an- 
Al peniif a foote difcended adon : alighted, and 

- . found a little Are 

220 An hepe of wode a[tj that tyme founde there, idndied in a heap 
That herdes had lefte, gret and imal, theron ; eari aim alighted 
A lytyll fire found ther, the wode brend anon. 
Certes ouer warme at that tyme was noght ; 

224 The Erie ther lyght doune, fomwhat hym chaufe 
thought. 

rpher thai hurd a noyfe, for to fpeke fhortlye ; Then heard they 



1 



a noise. The 



The wod breke and rent fill heuily tho : ^«>d b»ke. and 

^ ' they beheld a 

Then Eaymound his fwerd gan to gripe ferfly, huge boar, in 
228 And the Erie his in that other party to. 
leuing the fyre which ful clere brend, lo ! 
Then afom them faw ny to them comyng 
An huge bore of meruelous wreth be3mg, 



232 TXTith tufkes tho whettyng ful ftrongly, ^d whetting his 

^ " And with malice yre comyng, faft fmytyng ; begs his lord to 

climb wlghtly 

" My lord, laue your lyf and ward yow quiklye, into a tree, who 

, _ _ , , „ boldly revises 

here vppon a tre wyghtly be clemmyng ; — 
236 With hie hautyng voice the erle anfweryng, 
» MS. "aman." « MS. «* incontre." 
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A WILD BOAR SLATS EARL AMERT. 



[FoL 10.] 
to flee from a pig 
of a foul Mw. 
The eaii adTMioes 
to pierce the boer, 
when hla iword 
gluioes; for, at 
the boar came 
faat toward! him. 



his f word would 
not pierce the 
boar"! hide: eo 
that.mi8sing 
hit f troke. he 
fkUi firom his 
horse apon the 
boar's tosks. 
Raymond runs up 
to aidhim« 



but his sword 
also turns aside. 
A second stroke, 
however, is 
sQccessftil, and 
he deares open 
the boar with 
his steel sword. 



He finds his 
lord dead, and 
his soul com- 
mended to Qod. 
For he was as 
▼allant a man 
as any on this 
side of Rome. 



" I neuer was repreued at no ffcound, 

Ne here fhal not be neuer fhuch wife founde. 

TlTEre it plefaunce to god I fhold hens fle 
240 ' » As befom A pigge of A fowle fowe, lo ? " 

Towardes the fwine hys fwerd fall fhoke he ; 

Raymonnd vnderftode his worde hym noyed tho. 

Thys fayd Erie tho went to launce hym vnto, 
244 And when it cam fo, the fwerd went adon ; 

Thys fwyne to the Erie forth fafte ran anon ; 



B' 



^y mifchef ther thys noble Erie gan die ; 
The Erie hym ne myght no lenger ther hym 
hold. 
248 By myfchef thys fwyne fmot hym feruentlye ; 
But hys fwerd in hym entre ther ne wold, 
There he molle of horfe fal to hys tufkes bold. 
Eaymound fast gan ren thys fayd fwyne agayne, 
252 Trowyng hym to finite thorugh the body playne ; 



B" 



>ut hys fwerde glente, non hurt had he tho, 
For vppon the bakke was the ftroke to fe ; 
Againe Raymounde finote, thorught the bely 
gan go, 
256 With the fbilen fwerde there tho made entre ; 
The blade fouiged good, rafour kene was he, 
All the bowelles cutte, all fil out anon ; 
Hys good fwerd withdrew, the bore ther fil ddn, 

260 rpo mortail deth to grounde fallen tho. 

J- Thens vnto hys lord went he forth anon, 

Neuer gan to reft til hym cam vnto, 

Al dede ther hym founde And the foul gon ; 

264 Commaunded was fhe to goddis hie renon. 
For A worthy man and vaillant he was 
As Any A-thif-fide* Rome to purchas. 
» MS. " A thiffide." 



/J 



BATMOND LAMENTS DBBPAIRINGLT. 
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268 



RAymounde hym tuke fiast ther to wepyng, [Pol lo h] 

hym-felfen gan bete and hym f oie torment — ciAims agahut 

'' ha ! alas ! thou fals fortune," ther fayng, that » man who 

tmats bvr Is a 

" To me haft thou be felonefly bent ! greater fooi than 

Goode to tho wykyd thou grauntefb and lent . "^ "" 
272 he is A more foole then Any mute beft 
That trufbith on the, or in thy behefb ! 



rphou art no gudflEtder ne Godmodere ! 

-■- To on art thou fwet, Another bitter to ; 
276 Non may on the trufk, ne in thy fals gere ; 

Off A fmal man thou makeft a kyng, lo ! 

And of tho ful rych right pour men aKo. 

In the no wyl ftreine to helpe mofte or left ; 
280 Thou on aydeft, Another deftroeft ! 



that ahe in no 
godfather nor 
godmother; that 
ahe makea a king 
of a "wi^ man; 



Alas for forow ! thys in me to fynde ! 
Thou here me haft deftroed entierlie, 
And perdurabelly dampned to mynde, 
284 But ihe^u crift, the cheritable god hye, 
The trew, the fwete, the piteful, of mercy 
Of my wery foule luft to haue pyte ! " 
And with that Raymound zownyng ddn gan fle, 



that ihe has 
perdnimhly con- 
demned h*»n, 
vnleaa Ohrist will 
have pity on him. 
Rerenpon he 



288 A nd wel nye an hour ryght fo gan hym hold 
-^ Without fpech or loke ; after cam agayne, 
Ther begjmnyng his forowes manyfold. 
When he rewardyd hys lord fouerayne, 

292 Whiche ther dede-cold lay, fore hym gan com- 
playne, 
Rewfully fayng with fcrychyng vois hie, 
" Come, deth ! tarye noght, anon let me dye I 



and doea not come 
to himaelf again 
for an hour. 
Again regarding 
hii lord, he in* 
Tokea death. 



ComjTig me to take, for time now it is ; [Poi. hi 
For lofte haue I here both foule and bodye : i» "Wn by hi. 

'' misdeed. He 

My fouerayne lorde that dede here lith thys, would commit 
2 
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HE OOMBB TO A FAIHT FOUNTAIN. 



■oidda, bat tbftt 
it latfidiut 
proridMMO. 



By my grete myfdede here hym flayn haue L 
Deth, come to me ! feafon is trulye ; 
300 Come forth here anon, or I fhal me fle ; 
But god fhold me He, I fhold noght fo me. 



Ood would oot 
that anj ■bonld 
detpAlr; yet it 
had been better 
for him to have 



G" 



Leaping again 
into his taddle, 
be leaTea the 
body, and rides 
away from the 
■pot. 



leaving the 
bridle-relna looie. 
Thoa rode he 
along lamentably, 
tOl be approached 
raddenly 



[FoL 11 b.] 
the fonntaln of 
Thiraty GUdneo, 
said to be of 
fidry origin. 
The horse chooses 
his path at will. 



I od wold noght, which is our chef fader hye. 
That any criityn in difpeir be fhold ; 
304 But the hour courfed that bom was worly. 
Or that wreched lyf fo long leuyng hold. 
Better had me be dede-bom here vnfold, 
For then had I noght dampned ne loft be. 
308 Alas ! my lord coufyn, gentile and fire, 

LElTe worth am I then any faryfyne, 
Whiche is in beleue of fory mahound I " 
Ther leping vp into hys fadel fine, 
312 More lenger ne reft he ther that ftound, 
The body of hys lord reft' in that ground, 
A fory man was thorught the wode gan ride, 
With wofuU malice deftrulTed that tyde ; 

316 rphe brydell-rayne lefte, at large let it go ; 
-■- hym-felfe* tormented and curfid ful fore, 
Vnnethes for-bare hym-felfe to fle tho, 
Ful ofte hys colour changing euermore, 

320 he had non end of his dolorous (.) flore. 
In thys eftate rode lamentabillye, 
Tyll he Approched, certes, fodenlye . 

re fontayn and weU of thurfty gladneife, 
««« (As faid is, it came* of the fayrie) ; 

Thys wofull man apas fkreight ther-to gan drefle, 
hys horfe chef a path conueying wightly, 
Ouer all thys hers fo went wylfully, 
328 here and there ouer all where at hys luft wold, 
For that he had lefte the rayne for to hold. 
1 left (?) » MS. " feffe." » MS. " canne." 



HB SEES THREE BEAUTIFUL LADIES. 19 

At thjs faid f ontayn hys couif er hym brought^ uui that brings 

So forth paffing by ther tho apertlye ; fooDtain. Th« 

332 Neuer ne lefte, but was in other thought ; distnoed tintt be 

hys couifere hyme bare forth fafk and wyghtly ; aboat um. 
For difcomforted was he moche truly, 
That hys mynde was gone fro hym-felf full ferre, 
336 So that he ne law Abowt, ferre ne nerre. 

Uppon thys fontayn ther had verilie, Bedde the 
ff>nnt>ln were 

Which was right hoKome, ful dere as creftal, three iMUee of 

Thre fair laydes of gret feignorie. sees none of 

340 In hys forth-paflyng faw non of thaim all, mott good-look- 

Such dolorous thoughtes to hym gan call excuimi. 

Then fpak the mofte gentillefb of thaim thre, 

The mofb goodlokefb And iolyefb to fe ; 

344 C! Ayng, " neuer faw, dais of my lyfe, "i nerer. en 

X "^ *^' ' ^ ^ ^ the daje of life. 

^ Where it were gayn night or at mome erlie, ^w a genUeman 

® •^ ^ ' PM8 Udlee wlth- 

Gentil man to paff but had refpectif oat Miaution.* 

She then aelies 

Afom ladies without faluj hye, his rein. 
348 I wyll goo And fpeke vrith hym verilie." 
She vn-to him cam, taking by the rayn, 
After openly to hym faid certayn — 

" T^Or goddis fake, man, fhew the noght foo, ^ ^^ ^ 

352 -T Which be defcended of noble linage, that to go by 

° ' without a word 

Sin Afom vs thre ye apperen, lo ! it not the deed 

of a gentle heart. 

And without worde fSay for to make paflage, Raymond 

«... 1 , ^1 1 1 i» ^.1 n iuddenly per- 

It IS noght the dede of gentil corage. oeiyea her. 
356 he, whiche dolour hurt tho ful feruentlye, 
vpp fodenly lepte, perceyued thys ladye ; 

rriher he trowed that fantelie it were, ^jd thinks it is 

-I- Where he flepte or wakyd wel knew he ^ inLgS^on! 

•»^^i.A - •nd knows not 

»Oght ; whether he is 

360 A dede mannys colour that tyme had he there, *''•*'• ^' "^^^^ 
2» 
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ONfi OF THEM STAYS HIS HORSE, 



He returns her 
no answer. 



To hir non anfwere at that feafon brought, 
Noght intended here for forow in thought, 
But muiing ful fafb and was ryght penflife 
564 As euer was man which that here bare life. 



She uks htan 
whj be will not 
speiik. and 
wlshMi to know 
who taogbt him 
such behaTkrar; 



rys fayr layde toke her tho to fpeke. 
Anon fol hiely fayd fhe hym vnto, 
"how, Raymound, is thys, ye luft no word 
breke? 
368 ho hath you taught that to a mayden fo, 
Or to A lady when ye fe thaim, lo ! 
That no word haue ne luft to fay onlye t 
Of it Cometh repref and vilanye. 



for that it Is a 
dishonour to him 
that he thus 
forces his heart 
to be onnatural. 
Raymond is 
many times 
astonled. 



[Fol. 18 b.] 
and, perceiving 
the boman body 
of this fair Uuiy. 
his heaviness of 
heart troablea 
him jet more. 
Knowing not 
whether be is 
alive or dead, he 
alighU hastUy. 



372 TN you all fwetneffe And good curtefie 

-'- Shold byde and dwel vrith al honour fure ; 
here-on ye be difhonoured gretly 
Which comyn be of fo noble nature, 

376 That your gentil hert put to difnature." 

Raymounde vnderftode, ther hir gan behold, 
Sore afloned was times manyfold, 

TXThen that he faw fhe hym held by rayne — 
380 ' ^ But when perceyued the humayn bodye 
Of thys fair lady hym fo to reftrayne, 
In whom gret beute was preynted frefhlye, 
Moche the more troubled his noyfance heuye, 
384 That he wifte not where he were quicke or dede ; 
Fro hors fill down vppon the gralTe in-dede. 



and says, "Most 
gracious image, 
pardon me, 
sweet thing ! 
My heart is heavy 
with misfortune; 



After hys* fayd, "mofte gracyous ymage, 
Soueran layde of gret beute hye, 
388 With whome to compare non hath Avantage, 
Pardon me, fwet thyng, for goddys mercye ; 
With forowes I haue the hert ful heuye 
> thys (?) 



AND ABDBES&ES HIH BY NAMB. 
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By ouermoche meiuelous auenture ; 
392 By my faith, lady, I will you enfure 

That in fuch aftate wher-on that I was, 
I remembred noght what I owght to do ; 
So moche forow and care me doth enbras, 
396 Truly more than man can lay you vn-to. 
For-foth I noght you perceyued no wyfe, lo ! 
But, noble lady, you befeche and pray 
Me vnto perdon fo it pleafe you may." 



I I'6in6mber6d 
not whftt I ought 
to do. I per- 
ceived 70« not; 
pnv. pftrdoame." 



which he is much 



400 rpher thys lady fpake, "Raymound !" anfwer- shei 

I him by name: 

" I am ful forye of your gret noyiance." 
When Raymounde knew fche hym ther namyng, 
A litell began to mufe that infbance. 
404 " lady, of my name ye haue conyfance, 
Where-of I am Ameruelled gretlye ; 
By my feith, I know noght your name redilya' 



408 



XTou named but 

J- Wher that perceyue fo full huge beute. 



hyt caufeth me to beleue verilie 
That I fchuld by you wel allured be. 
And that I fhal yut wel recouer^ me, 
412 By you to acquire fom good recomfort 
Off my huge forow is my dyfcomfort 



po 



'^or of fo fair A fwete creature 
Approcheth non ille, but ay al goodneffe ; 
416 Fro you may noght come but good auenture, 
I beleue noght that terrene boody fothleffe 
Of lufby beute may haue fuch richeffe. 
So moche of fwetneffe, fo moche of connyng 
420 As in your gentil body is beryng." 

^ Here follows the catch-word — ^* you named but." See note. 
' MS. '• yecoucr," the tail of the y being partly erased. 



[FoL 13.] 
but. reaarared by 
her beaaty. he 
tnuU that he will 
aoon recorer 



■ince only good* 
nee* can come 
ttom lo f weet a 
creature. He 
cannot believe 
that an earthly 
body can have so 
much sweetness. 



She then reoonnii 
to blm all he has 
been doing. 
eipUlninir that 
■he la weU 
acquainted with 
all that haa 
happened. 



SU£ FORETELLB HIB GOOD FORTUNE^ 

" "paymoiinde, I p^rceyue how it golh now ;•• 

-Ll^ She declared hym ther all hya doyng; 
Ther hym gan rehers euerydele how, 
424 As Ahouc is faid al h}7n declaring. 
Then Raymoonde feruently leioyng, 
How-bo-hyt he moche aftoned tho was 
How hys name myght know ; ftiange to hym ^t 
cas. 



She then declarea 
that all the good 
fortone which 
hid lord pre- 
dicted for him 
wUl be brooghl 
abont if he will 
attend to what 
sheiaja. 



[FoL 13 b.] 
Tet more awnred, 
he gladly 
promisee to do all 
her oommand- 



Tet he wiihea 
to know how* 
she knowa his 
name and dr- 



428 fTlhen tliys lady faid of gentil hodye, 

^ *'Raymounde,mygoodloue,vnderfbandethme, 
Al that whiche your lord faid youe yarilye 
By wordes myn fuliillyd fhal be, 

432 Truly and forfoth, yf fo do wil ye 
Byght As I fhal here vnto you rehers, 
Thinges to non hurt, fondry and diuers, 

Unto the pleilre of our lorde an hie, 
.^w And of his glorius moder alfa" 

When Haymounde vnderftode fhe fpake tmlye, 
StedfafUy hym toke the more furer to, 
Ther hir faing, " fwete gentill lady tho, 
440 I fchall put my hert And my holy' entent 
To your plefour do your commaundement 



B" 



^ut certos, lady, I may no wyfe tarie 
That you me* demaunde the trouth and 
verite, 
444 how ye myght my name knowen verilie, 
And how thys dede know any wyfe may ye 
That by my fortune and mifchef fil to me. 
As wherthorugh I haue deferued deth full wel, 
448 Wherfor that I haue defired deth crueU?" 



"Raymond," she 
said, "I counsel 
you not to be 
astonished. Ton 



""D Aymounde, you councel, Aftoned be noght," 
^ Afaid thys lady, "for god fhal you ayd ; 
1 hole (?) See 1. 482. > ne (?) 



AND DEOLARES HERSELF A GOOD OHBISTIAN. 
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yf j6 will, moche more to yon fhall be brought atuai be yet more 

BQcoenftal ^hMi 

452 Of wordly goodes then your lorde yon faid, your dead lord 

npodlctoOa 

Whiche in the foreft dede^colde light this biaid. 

I wyll in no wyfe yon to difcomfoit^ 

I (hall yon foconr, helpe, ayd, and comfort 



456 1^ Am, after god, your nexfb frende trulye, 
-L Wordly catell I-now fhall be brought 
But loke ye me trufte And beleue verilie, 



I am, after Ck>d, 
your beet Mend; 
but joa mn«t 
trust to me 
entirely- Do not 

And dubte ye no-thing of goddys part am noght, SStTim ^fwi 

God's ilde: 



460 I noght beleue in hys vertues wrought ; 
yut I you promife that I do beleue 
Eyght As holy Catholike feith doth yeu& 

Euery Article beleue I and hold 
«w« Of the holy feith catholike named, 

That god, vs to fane, of the virgyn unfold 
Was bom without wemme in hir attamed ; 
Dethe endured ; third day rofe vnfhamed ; 
468 After afcended vnto heuenys hie, 

Ther verray man And varray god trulye ; 



[FoL U] 
for I bold every 
article of the 
OathoUc fidth; 
▼ix.. that God wae 
bom of a ipotleaa 
tirgln, endured 
death, rose the 
ttrird day. and 



beaTen, 



And is in ryght fyde of hys fader hie. and is at the 

Haymound, vnderftand here now me vnto, pftter. Tr^t 
472 Firmely aU beleue without doubte anye. "^".^IStiS* 

Now ye here beleue that fegely ye do, *** *^* honour. 

And ye fhall rife vp, to fuch honour go, 
That more fhal ye be As of hie parage 
476 Then any man, lo 1 As of your linAge." 



Raymond, much 
amended of his 



fllhen Haymound mufyd and gan aduertife 

-■- The wordes ther faid, and hertly loyed tho ; care and sofrow, 

promises to do 

A litel his colour cam, vnto deuife. 



480 And moche amendyd of forow and care to, 
When he anfwerd, "lady, I fhal do 
With all my hole hert, without withfaing, 
Al that which ye wyll be me commaunding." 



what she com- 
mands without 
gainsaying. 
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SHE ASKS HIM TO MARBT HEB. 



"SwMur then 
to me." ihe nid, 
"atthbtime.tltti 
70a will nuuTj 
me, and that joa 
will nervr inqoire 
M to where I go 
on a Satordfty; 



[PoL 14 6.) 
and I promise, in 
retnm, to go to 
no ill place, tmt 
always to laboor 
that daj on your 
hehaU* 



Raymond tweari, 
bat was, in the 
sequel, forsworn, 
to his great mia* 
fortona. 



She tells him that 
if he breaks the 
eompact, he will 
lose her; and 
that hinwelf and 
his hein will lose 
their lands. 



484 ""pAymounde," fhe feid tho, " this is fill wel 
J^ faid; 
Now ynderftandeth me without gayn-fayng, 
To god and his fayntes me fwere now thys faraid, 
That in manage me wil be taking,' 

488 And that neuer dais of your leoing, 

For no worde that man wyl vnto you fity, 
ye fhall not enquere of me the iatuiday, 

F\ after me cerche in no wife ye do, 
— Neither to what part drawith my body, 

Ne what I will do, ne to what place go ; 
Als I fchall you fwere For trouth uerilie^ 
To non ille place go ne will certaynlie, 
496 But alwaiB to labour that ioumay, 

Puttyng my hole hert, flrength, mynde, and 
thought (.) ay 



mo 



^o your honour, hawfe, and encrefe alfo ; 
Neuer fhal ye fe me forfwom no day.** 
500 Eaymounde wolde fwere and ther hys othe 
gan do. 
But att end forfwom was he, is no nay ; 
To fill gret myfchef it cam hym alway. 
For that hire couenaunt brake and noght gan 
hold. 
604 " Raymounde," fche fayd, " underftande this 
told; 



r 



[ff thys poyntement hold noght in thys deuife, 

ye fhaU me lefe, be therof certane. 
Without fight of me any maner wife ; 
608 After that, ye and al your hoires playn 
Shal begin to fall, and thaim-felfe difbayn 
Off landes, honoures, and heritages ; 
Then doloures fhall be in their corage[s]." 
' MS. " betaking." 



SHE TELI^ BATMOND WHAT TO DO. 
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512* T)ayinonde fwere agayn fecimdariliey 

-■-t That neuer no day forfwome wolde he b^ 
(Alas ! thys dolent man faid not foth trulie, 
For gret heuineffe After fufi&ed he, 

516 Hys cherefull lady loft of nicete !) 

At thys prefent time of it fpeke no nioi!e, 
Ynto my puipos tdm fhaU I theifoie. 



Ragrmond tweAn 
a Moond time; 
but alM ! thia 
miserable man 
■IMke not the 
troth. 



" T) Aymounde," fhe laid, " ye mofb to court go, 
520 -*-*^ And me this not weme here in no cas, 
To peyters boldly go ye now vnto, 
Say wel and playnly when ye come aplas, 
If any you demaunde, hie other has,' 
524 Of your faid lord ne fay ye no thyng 

But that in the wode ye lofb hym huntyng ; 



[Fol. 1&] 
" Bajmond." aald 
she, "you must 
gu to Poitien, 
and gire out that 
you loft your lord 
In the wood while 
honting, 



And that longe ye gan After hym Ahyde, 
Cerching, enquering in wodes ramage, 
528 A wilde fwine chaimg at that houred (.) tyd& 
Many other to court fhall do make paflage, 
Whiche equipollent fchall fsLj of corage. 
After fhaU your lord truly fhall* ther be f ounde, 
632 And to peyters brought openly that ftounde. 



and tiiat yon 
■onffht for hfan a 
long while onsno- 
oeMftilly. At last 
be will be found, 
and brou^t to 
Poitien. 



r; 



ben gret heuineffe ther fhall fone Awake, 
With euery man huge forow fhall arife"; 
Full dolorous wo this lady will take, 
536 And with hir other gentil wemmen of price ; 
his children lamenting in wofull wife. 
Thaim aid and councell ryght auyfilye 
yn that belongeth to hys obfequye. 



when his wife and 
GhUdren will 
lament in woftil 
wise. Ton most 
counsel them 
oonoerning his 
burial. 



others do: and 
when at last the 



540 T oke ye thaim councell hie and lowe that hour, »nd ww black as 
-" For a man' fhold do A grete lorde vnto 
his funerall obfequye with gret honour, 

> MS. " has." « This word is redundant. > MS. " aman." 
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HJB 18 TO ASK FOR A GRANT OF AS MUCH LAND 



[F0I.UM 
for bte heir to 
reedre Um eurl- 
dom, dffiniMi^ of 
him ft gift ere je 
to, u pejmeiit 
for TOUT eerrleei 
tothelatoeeri: 



bet blm toti^ 
70a 10 much land 
«■ may be eo- 
doeed by » huili 



deedaof thetift 
to be dolyexe- 



and. when 70a 
have the deeds 
ready, depart: 
and to CD till yoa 
see a man cany- 
ing a larte hart's 
skin, whidibay 
St his own prloa. 



Next cut the skin 
into small thontai 
rery narrow, and 
tie tliem 1^> into 
a handle. 



Cloth you ther in blakke As other ther doo. 
544 When that paflyd ia ther dolour and wo, 
By procefle of tyme at leyf er and fpaoe. 
When weping dais an end do puiohace, 

And that the enheritour ther fhall be 
^>w The erldom of peyters refoeyued to^ 

And hys homage take of men of contre, 
Of thys lord demaunde A yefte or ye go 
For your guerdon of feruife ye haue doo 
552 To the Erie laft paft in the fame place ; 

Wher fe prefent be, fo myght pleafe his grace, 



S" 



1 o moche as' A hert-fkyn myght aboute enolofe, 
In feueral to fhitte wodes and contre. 
556 hit will not you wem but graunt^ I fuppofe ; 
Dedes therof mak the caufe ther-on be. 
Off the lordes yif te the enchefon may fe^ 
Wher-for he it yaf, And for wat reafon ; 
560 Alter fette day of lyuerey and feafon, 

rnhat men deliuer you poffeiHon ; 
-*- And when your letters ye haue all redy, 
Thens ye depart, a litell' way fhal gon, 
564 ye fhal fe A man come gayn you haftilie, 
The hertis fkyn bring gret and large to eye. 
By ye that fkyn, I you gyf in charge, 
What-fomeuere cofb, fpare not, yif ye large. 

568 A fter cutte that pece into thwanges Imal, 
-^ lete it not be brode, but narow As may be, 
Enuiron the fkyn rounde Aboute cut all 
As narew as may perceyue it to fe, 

572 As long As the fkyn endure fee may ye ; 
After ther-of A £eurdell do ye make, 
And afterwarde to your repair you take, 
» MS."ofc" »MS,"aUtell." 



Afi A hart's skin will enolosb. 27 

ANd lete it noght be lefte* to do, certain, ^ SSilSL 
But men deliuere to yow your lande fed JSJ^uS "''*'** 

Aboute this dere well and ful feir fontain. cjnenciote with 

Now complaineth noght of your huge pain had, *"• ttbt ftmnuin. 
For ye fhal finde' this place fouiged and made 
680 In al places ryght As it liketh me, 

Where that your lande appere fhall to fe. 



I 



f the thanges be more longer certain boi ir tiM thoop 

then the rowndneffe made which that ye tiuui mwh * "^^^ 

nnde inall, them down along 

584 Again the ualey do it to remayn '* 

The rennyng of thys fantain dere with-all, 

Where ye fhall take the dwellyng to fell 

The thwanges lenght after to ende had* 
588 Do thys hardily, be no-thyng Adrad, 

ANd when that ye be AfTuryd of all, when Mmied at 

A i. -x V 1 PoltienofaU 

As at peiters when ye come only, jour poMedou. 

vetnro hithflr. 

Take your leue and return that enteruaL and 70a >h«u 

592 For in thys faid place fhal ye verily. 
At wat tym ye come, fynde me certainly, 
luke ye me hold trew perfecte couenaunt" 
'* lady,** feid Eaymound at that infbaunt^ 

596 " T fhall plainly do your commaundement, luymond pro- 

I .«^ - «. . * , mtoeetoobeyat 

J- What-fomeuer COft it for to Cheue, whatererooet; 

. • u and, greatlj 

Sin it pleailith yow me it commaunde to hent. nuoioed. returns 
Fro hir depcrtyd, taking feir hys leue, 
600 This thing takith on ioyufly in breue, 
To^peyters he cam in the morow tyde ; 
Many demaunded wher ther lord gan bide. 

RAymounde Anfward, " yufterday hym loft ^oi. i« b] 
^„. vpDon hys courfere* which bare hym out that he had 

^^ •^ "^ loet hi. lord, and 

fwyfUy; 
» MS. "lefte." • MS. "finde/' » MS. "courfere.'» 



28 



TH£ MOURNING FOB EABL AMERT. 



knew not what 
had beoome of 



That I was baifhed, wift noght to what cofb 
he went, I cowde not mete with him troly ; 
After I fewed As I m jght fall ny, 
608 I hym lofb when in-to woode gan draw, 
Neuer after perceiued hym ne few." 



Thw Raymond 
«scuted himself, 
aadaccQMd not 
the Mml of the 
h<Hnidde (hlm- 
■elf); and none 
eror thought of 
I him. 



R' 



^yght thus Eaymounde hym excufid tho, 
the foule of the dede-doer accufyd noght ; 
612 For neuer man ne had in hym beleue, lo ! 
That J>e dede was by hym done and wrought, 
Though that moch he were difkrained in thought. 
And that for the dede fighed full ofbe there. 
616 But it behouith to yonge baculere' 



Many now retorn 
from hontinf , 
both high and 
low. There were 
none hut were 
•orely annoyed 



8" 



1 uch A fbrange dede to couere fecretly, 
Wich vnto hym cam at that huntyng-chace. 
Ynto his manoir comyn were many, 
620 Which &o hunting were drawing to pat place, 
As wel of gret As imal, both hye and bace, 
Ni to Eamound drawing euermora 
Ther had was non but noyed wonder fore 



at not knowlni 
the truth, at to 
where the earl 
wae that night 
abiding. At lart 
hia eorrowlng 
wife and children 
aaw two men 
approach, bearing 
the body. 



624 rphat thay myght noght the trouth perceiue 
J- and know, 

Wher he that nyght* gan byd and remain. 
Ful dolorous was his fair wyfe fat throw, 
All wette with teres in hir vifage plaine, 

628 And ther children to ful harde gan complain ; 
Tho A ferrom faw to worthi men comyng, 
Which the dede body forily gan bring 



tFoL IT.l 
which they had 
found in the 
woods, with the 
dead boar lying 



632 



TXThich in the wodes barainly ther founde, 

» * Thys notable Erie whilom off renon ; 
And thya foule fwine befides hym that ftounde. 
Ther wepte burgeffes And fquiers manyon, 
» MS. "baittlere." • MS. "myght." 



THE EARL 18 BURIED WITH GREAT POMP. 29 

Ther wepte ladies Andjaiiglites echon, au bewailed bi» 

636 Ther wepte old, ther wepte yong peple all, 
Thajr wepte the detli of thys Erie roialL 

TTThen that the Counteffe of him had the fight, hib ommten 
V V Ful dolorous wo hir hert gan attain, and t«i« her luur. 

640 Here handes wrang, hir heere tare fia wofdl tn the geneni 
wyght, 
With wepyng teeres foroly gan complain ; 
Ther wepte the fone, the doughter, both twain ; 
Ther wepte the gentile that Raymonde men call, 
644 Ther wep[t]e prefbes, ther wepete Chanones alL 

fTlhrough Peiters Euery man forow lad, Bmyonebe- 

J- Both tho gret and imal ful fore were weping, thronchout ^e 
Thys day can noght be faad the heuineffe mad, him with au 
648 Noght halfe the wofulneffe the cite hauing. "** ^' 

Tho that this dede Erie were per beholdyng, 
Euery bewepte hys deth momyngly, 
Thys Erie beried ryght ful folempnely ; 

652 



The cnned boar 
waa cast into a 
lire and burnt np. 



Tlul nobley wele the almes yef and do ; dtatribuung abm, 

-*- Aboute hym gret wexe, fair ftore, and gret ^Son^^T^ ^'^ 

Ught 
Forfoth the burgeffes of the cite tho 
Cast thys curfid fwyne in A huge fire bright ; 
656 The Barons of contre there had ech wyght 
A man fhold fhortly the dole ouerpas. 
When remedy non may be in the cas. 

RAymounde Ful wel aqueinted hym that hour, [Foi 17 6.1 
^^^ Ther many A perfone of hym faid, "a ! he many remarking 

Felith fore in hert anguifh and dolour ! gHef, which was 

Of hys fouerain lord had he fuch pite." 
So he gan do in trouth and uerite, 
664 As for to fee hym gret pite it was, 

His momyng, his wailyng, his loking bas. 



indeed real. 



so 



RATMOND 0BT8 HI8 GRANT OF LAND. 



AftartbabiiriAl. 
thebftrootbiiiUj 
went to do 
hoouiffsiotlM 
newaul; and 
Bajmond ap- 

hiii 



After when that the ohfequie was don. 
The Barons fafte went f ul befelje, 
668 To the nouel Erie homage hym do eehon, 
After the feafon and' ufage cufbomlye. 
Then Haymound drew hym forth to thys lords 

tye, 
his requeft to make after hys lady lore, 
672 As fhe hym warned long tyme ther before. 



Heaakifbra^ 
nraeh land, lylnf 
near the foantaiii, 
aa a hart'a ikiB 
would eneloae; 



rilhe lady of whom he had take leue to ga 
-^ "Honourons lord," he faid, "be([e]ch you 

yif me, 
Ni to the Fontain of thurfty gladneife, lo ! 
676 Off wode, Roche, or ualey in that contree, 
Be it medewes or arable (.) to fee, 
So moche as an hertis fkin of gronnde ftrech 

wold; 
For noght wyll demaimde, ne in thys place fhold, 



otiMr pajment 
The Tooof earl 
acoedea.lfttwin 
content hia 



680 rphing which that fhold you be in coft gretly ; 

J- I require of you non other paiment 

For my feruice done continually 

Of your Fader, whos foule god haue and hent" 
684 Thys yong Erie faid, " I graunt all your entent. 

So that it may pleafe to my Baronaga" 

Then the Borons (aid with full fair langage^ 



[FM.1S.] 
The barona think 
Rajmond well 
deeerres It, and 
theearioom- 
manda the deeds 
ofgifitobedalj 
ezeeatedand 



""D Aymounde may full wel thys faid yifte to 
J^ haue, 
688 (For he hath full wel deferuyd it fertain. 
His lord fo feruyd). As hym lufb to craue." 
" Then fhal he it haue," Afaid thys Erie plain ; 
** hys dedes lete make his graunt to contain." 
692 Deuifed thay were paifyng fotilly. 
After the writyng fealled ful truly 
» MS. "and and." 



HE PRODUCES HIS HABT's SKIN. 31 

With the giet feal' of thys Erie noueli itwMiMiedbotii 

Which curious was, hir, and moche of told ; um hanoM, and 
696 Tht hye barons put to al-fo well itibeoomiiigof 

There gret fealles to the dedys unfold ; 
The fcripture deuifyd Ml wel to be-hold, 
Fourged and made of good ordinaunce, 
700 The day perfixft of the deliueraunce. 



T 



le mom a man cartainly he found in tti« mornioc, a 



Which A hertis fkin broght hym there be- brinsB um um 

sUn, and the earl 
fore, bida men to de- 

A ful curtoiB man hym it toke that fboimde. p^^!eadoi^' 
704 The fkyn fill naiew kerue thay euermore ; 
His gyfte required after hys lady lore ; 
The Erie laid, men him deliuer it fhold, 
Fro peiters partyd wit^ gret raundon told, 

708 rrV> Eaymound hys ghyfte deliuerd this wyfe ; ^"^^S"**' 



JL The Erie fend peple to delyuer plain, immtain. Eaj- 

inond (Mradooed 

Fulfillynff that which he ^an promife. *>» "*in, to their 

•^ ^ . great wonder. 

By that were comyn vnto the fantain, when thej aee 

^ ^ ' , how narrowly It 

712 Streith Baymound thaim lad to fat place fertain, heat 



Eaymound drew hys fkin ther forth vnto fight ; 
Of ])at merueled ftrongly many A wight, 



TXThen fo narow corue thai gan it to fe : .^ f*"®'- ** *J 

wV ^ ' Two men then 

716 '* Vnknowin was thaim what that thai •pi^oach.who 

make the thongi 
fhold do. np Into a bundle, 

and bind one end 

To men comyn were ther to that contre, to a stake; 

Takyng ther thys fldn coruen ful fmal tho, 
Anon on A band put thay it vnto, 
720 A gret truffe ther-of making vp that ftound. 
On ende to a pain thai had ther y-bound. 



MS."feal." 



32 



HE ENCLOSES A LARGE TRACT OF LAND. 



ftth« 
whole rock with 
a part of the MaL 
They affiin Mnd 
ma end to a stake, 
and oany It down 
theralley. A 
stream suddenly 
wells npk 



Al the Roche thay had eHuironed, 
But yut of the fkyn ftd gretly aboda 
724 To A pane on ende ftrongly thai tied, 

That other ende bare againe the ualey brode, 
Ful UtiU it held As thay forth glode. 
A-ferre fro thens A ftreme gan to rife, 
728 Wher-of fboned were ftrongly to deoife ; 



which had nerer 

AU wondered 
when they saw 
the immense tract 
endoeed. 



Pr neuer body had that water fain. 
And when thay had all prouided thys place, 
Which the hertis fkin compafled fertain, 
732 Seing the centre that comprehended was, 
That fuppofyd noght that it wold purchas 
Neither to enclofe ther-of the moite, 
Gret wonder and meruaQ had thay tho, perde, 



Baymond re- 
eeiieeaUthe 
nelrhbonring 
ooontry, and 
news of it is 
carried to the 
earl. 



736 Qo large centre the fkyn gan comprehenda 
^ Forfoth al the procincte ther gan hym take 
Eyght As for that where charged and owte fend. 
As ther dedes mencion gan make. 

740 To poiters toke way, And ther told and fpake, 
Thys faid Erie vnto, al the gret meruail, 
Whych neuer ne faw fuch like apparailL 



[Fol 19.] 
that the drcolt 
enclosed is two 
miles aboui He 
abo hears of the 
two men, and of 
the new stream. 



FOr thys hertis fkyn in circute gan hold, 
, ,* To miles aboute gan it comprehende ; 

And of tho men which it gan clofe hym told, 
Alfo of the ftreme that thai faw at ende, 
Kyling ther yp, again the ualey wende. 
748 " I beleue it was thing of the fairy," 

As faid thys Erie, '' fo god me faue only ! 



The earl is aware 
of the marvels 
connected with 
the fountain, and 



F 



^Or thys Haymound hath founden in Je way. 
Ful ofte hath bene faid that at that fontain, 
752 Many merueles have fain ben A day, 



RAYMOND RETURNS TO THE LADY. 33 

Whiche men fodenly and ofte there haue fain : r^oicesatEv- 

" ^ mood's luck. 

And fo to Haymounde myght it come certain, 
For of it wold [I] merily reioy." 
756 And raymounde tho fpake that he had gret ioy, 



F 



|10r he was comyn hym to thanke hertly, 5,72?° d^dSSg 

Of hys notable gyfte ther hym thanking ; *»»»* *»• ^tL 

And he Anfwerd to hym, " graimt mercy ! ^ coming to him. 
760 Of your goodneife ye luft fo be fayng. 
I wout nere what to me fhal be comyng, 
But, if your lord wyll, good may com to ma" 
So forth paffyd till mom-day-lyght to fe ; 

764 T)Aymounde tho lepte vp hys courfere vppon, luymondridw 
J- 1' To the fantain and wel of thruft gan to go, founuin, and 
Wher that hys lady foimde beyng alon, i»dy. who wei- 

Which hym faid, " my loue, welcome me vnto ! 

768 luke ye be wife, redy, wel thaught, lo ! 

And ye fhaU now haue for your good labour 
yut here-after gret worfhip and honour ! " 



ANon into A fchapel made entre, [Pol 19 6.) 

Which thaim ny vnto ful redy ther found, chaper»nd find 
knightes, ladies, And gentile wemmen fre, udies. cieriu. 

Clerkys, prelates, Squiers at that ground, iqi]ire«.'aii nobly 

Clothed, apparaiUed nobylly that ftoimd ; 
776 Eaymounde meruelyd of it wonderly, 
Of that peple which ther faw plainly. 

TTNnethes he myght hym-felfen withold He cannot refrain 

^ That he demaunded noght thys gentile body ; ab<!St them, she 

780 Thys lady had tho many in houfold, need not marvel. 

I-now hym femyng for to haue truly. hi*. 

" Neuer bafh herof," faid this faire lady, 
" Thay ben al youres," ther commaundyng al 

784 hym for to refceiue for lorde principall ; 
3 



34 



THBT ARK TO BB MARRIED ON THB MONDAY. 



Th0j hamblj do 



Eaymond nrasM 
within hlBuelf. 
and hoped Um end 
may be u Rood m 
the beginning. 



Alf o gan thai do lyght As thai fhold, 
Ful humbly thay gan do hym reuerence ; 
But raymounde in hert mufid manyfold, 
788 In hym-felfe faid demurly in audience, 
" Se here a noble gynnyng in prefence ! 
God yif that the ende therof be ful good ! ** 
Thys lady hym refoned there he fbood, 



The lady tella him 
he mutt take her 
in marriage. 
Raymond dedarea 
himeelf ready at 
once; batihe 
tella him that an 
ia not yet ready. 



792 O Ayng, " ye Haymounde, what willen ye to do t 
^ TH that ye haue me had in manage, 
ye may noght the eflat fe ne know, lo ! 
Wherefor you councel, puruey As the fage.** 

796 Raymounde faid, '' I am ledy to that paiTage.** 
Thys lady hym laid, " we &ute that we (hold 

haue, 
Raymond, all other wyfe we mofte do ciaue, 



[FoLSO.] 
He moat bring a 
nomber of wit- 
neaaeatothe 
marriage with 
him,andeonM 
again on the 



Iff we fhall do to plefaunce honefUy ; 
wv^v you behouith to trauel and haue pain 
So that peple ye mofte bryng redy. 
Which of thys acte may haue conifaunce plain, 
haue no point of doubt, but therof be fain, 
804 I-now of all good here fchal fynd by grace, 
But warde that ye be a monday in thys place." 



Raymond retuma 
to Poitien, and 
comes into the 
preaence of the 
earL 



RAymounde anf werd to hir curtoifly, 
" Forfoth I fhal do your commaimdement" 
808 Fro thens deperted Raymounde haftily, 
Yppon hys courfer retomed and went, 
To poiters he cam, ther difcending, hent 
And anon forth went, taried ne bode, 
812 Toward the erle of peiteis where he ftode. 



He aahitea the 
earl, and aayi he 
feela that he 
on^t not to hide 
anything firom 



RAymound wel cowde falute fuch efbat, 
Without colour changing or muable. 
To hym humbled formally that dat. 



RAYMOND ASKS THE EARL TO THE WEDDING. 35 

816 There declarid his lord honourable, him. but to de- 

"My lord," faid Eaymotmd with contenaimce thSgB. 

fbable, 
'' I ought ne fhold my dede be couering, 
To yo« al declare And cerfcefying ; 



820 T fhal noght you lye for no maner' wight, He therefore con- 

•*- Maryed fhal I be vppon monday ; to be muried on 

To a gret lady that day be tronght plight, indJ. and b©-*^ 

Eyght at the fontain of thurftes gladneffe ay ; ^e to the 

824 ITothyng fo loue ne likyng to my pay. ^ "*■ 
humbly you befeke at that day to be, 
And to bryng wtt^ you your peple and mayne ; 

Ryght gracyous lorde, to me honour do, [Fol so b.] 

w-^ And your gud moder wife and debonair, Slttoe^iK 

My lyght doubted and fhereful lady to, p.^rjSit'eari 

Which is proclamed fo noble kdy fair." t>:^t%ia.e. 

The Erie iayd, "Ifhal to that place repair, 
832 But afoure will you thys demaunde make. 
What is that lady which that ye fhal take ? 



to know the 
lady's name. 



W 



Arde you And beware ye t Ake noght amis, and wanu um 
knowith whens f he is and of wat linage ; 5S?Sri?hSnb? 
836 Say me, fair colin, now what fho is, RaymonS^IlSf 

rrn j j i • »t him not to inquire 

Thys day am redy to your manage. itirther, 

" Sir, it may noght be for non auantage ; 
More may noght enquere As of hir beyng, 
840 For ye may no more* of hir be knowyng ; 

You it fuffifith I-now hyr to fe." for that it wiu 

The Erie to hym faid, " thys is gret meruell The wimiiveii 
That ye take A wif vnknow what is fche, ^uct* but 

844 Neither haue knewlich of hir gouemail. 

No of hir kinrede ; ftrange is without fail ! * 

* MS. *' nomanfr." * MS. ** nomorc." 

3 • 



Raymond says 



36 



TUK EARL CX)MEB TO COULOMBIER8. 



■he Is like a lane's 
dftiffhter; 



and thataCsirer 
lady was never 
seen. The earl 
Itromises to come, 
with his mother 
and all his barona. 



(Fol. IL) 
On the Monday, 
the earl and his 
mother, with 
many attendants, 
set out, wonder- 
ing where they 
will be lodged 
and entertained. 



though they need 
not hare won- 
dered, as sll was 
ready. Riding 
on, they at last 
approach the 
rock. 



There they fonnd 
paTilions pitched 
beside a ralley, 
where flowed the 
new stream. 



" Sir," faid, " I hir faw in fo noble ray 

As kinges doughter where frefh is and gay ; 

848 A More fairer neuer fain with ey ; 
-^ Off hir linage enquered I no-thing ; 
Where fhe be of* duk or of markoia hy, 
Forfoth I wyll hyr haue, fhe is me pleafyng." 
852 Thys Erie faid, "Raymounde, to you fhal be 
comy7ig, 
My moder alfo with all our barony." 
Humbly Raymounde fayd, "my lord, graunt 
mercy ! " 



856 



rilHe monday cam men apparailled tsSi ; 



Thys Erie Awakyd, rofe vp ful erly, 
Hys moder with hym brought, firefhly on hyr 

caft 
Full ryche Atire, befain ful womanly -, 
Sondry ladies with knightcs many ; 
860 But moche on thaim toke to ful gret meruail, 
How thay fhold there loge, by what gouemail, 

TTThen thay approched ny to thys fantain. 
' * But therof certes nedid noght haue doute, 

864 All redy was made A place ful folain. 

The wayes And pathes fo rode thay aboute 
That thay approched Columbere toun al-oute, 
And ouer that went ryding the centre, 

868 Hilles, wodes paffyd, the roche might fe ; 

rjTEntes And pauilons ftreght and pight frefhly 
-■- Befyde a ualoy," enmyddes a plain ; 
The fbreme befydes, the fontain ful ny, 
872 Which nouelly was vp-rifen and fain ; 
Euery man meruellyd of it certain, 
Ful wel thay fad knew it the fayry was. 
Into the medewes thay beheld apafe 
» MS. "fo." See note.^ J MS. "amdey.'* 



MELUSINB DECLARES HER NAME. 



876 rilEntes, pauilons frefhly wrought and good, 
J- Doucet fonges hurde of briddes enuiron, 
Whych meryly chinned in the grene jvod ; 
Vppon the ryn faw A wyld wood anon, 

880 Where gret peple were to-geders manyon ; 
And in there kechins fay thay gret linoke to ; 
Afl tham femyd, was A ful huge hooft thoo. 



884 



ANd thay faw comyng toward thaim anon 
Ther nombred aboute knightis ful fexty, 
yong, ftrong, lufti, fers, and ful lyght echon, 
I-horfed ful wel, armed nobilly ; 
(hyt nedith not demaunde of it tndy) ; 
888 The noble Erie demaunde of peiters, 

And thay hem fhewed fondry and dyuers, 



Th«y heard sweet 
•onga of birds; 
and saw a wild 
wood wltli many 
people; also 
sereral Ititcliens, 
with much smoke. 



pro?, atkl 
Next they saw 
coming about 00 
Icnights, well 
honed and armed, 
who asked for the 
earl, whom many 
Itolnted out to 



0' 



iE whom demaunded had the trouth to know. 
Eaymoimde thai anon gan fe and behold 
892 In the faid Eries company fo grow, 

Which ther ful iocunde tales gan ^fold. 
humbly to the Erie cam thes knightes bold, 
And hym ther falute ful debonerly. 
896 The Erie ther faluz yilding ryght goodly 



The knights ride 
up to the earl, 
and salute him 
humbly. The earl 
returns thehr 
salute. 



Frto euery man, without other abode, 
After that to hym it fhold appartain 
For that place whens that he cam and rode, 
900 Both to gret and fmal menal perfones fain, 
Ful wel knew- to eche ther faluz yild plain ; 
And thay which ne wold haue no point of blame, 
To hym cam and faid worfhipfully the fame r-^ 



yielding to every 
man the respect 
due to him. ac- 
cording to the 
pUoe whence each 
came. The 
knights say to 
him 



904 



T 



hat fair Melufine h}Tn thanked hertly that the fair 

^«, inii tor, Melusine thanks 

Of that pleaied ujnn to com to ther fefte ; him heartily, and 



And that fhe had charged thaim verily, 
you wel for to loge yaf in charge and heft." 
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ALL REPAIR TO THE CHAPEL. 



that doe lodging 
wu proTided for 
hia retinae^ 



908 Thys Erie thaiin faid, to plefire in the befte, 
" For here I perceiue ful fSeiyre ordinaunce." 
Nobley thay loged thys Erie that inftaimce. 



[PoL») 
nie ooanen wen 
well lodged, and 
proridiMi with 
nek and manger. 
The Ooonten wis 
recelredlna 
golden chamber. 



AFnl fair pauilon thay h3rm gan take, 
».- Ther courfers loged pefling inly wel, 

Both rekke and manger at their eafe gan make, 
Infyde tentes fill fair euerideL 
Gret ther labour waa wherfor atimed weL 
916 The Counteffe refceiued in that houfold 
In-to a chambre frefhly bete with gold, 



where many 
ladiee welcomed 
her. Allmar- 
Telled at 10 rich a 
light 



TTThich men pight And ftreight vppon the 
' ^ fontain ; 

Many ladyes, ful of gret beute, 
920 Went to a company with the Counteffe plain, 

Ech welcomyng hir after ther degre. 

Al meruelyd there thys ryche fight to fe, 

Als of the nobleneffe that ey myght purches, 
924 Neuer trowed fe fo fair in no place. 



The chapel was 
well apparelled, 
high and low, and 
■toffed with rich 
Jewels. The eari 
and oounleas de- 
mand the bride. 



RAymounde with the Erie that tyme logid was. 
Of ther fail chapel doubt therof had non, 
Wel apparaiUed was it, hie and has, 
928 With riche iewelles fluffed manyon ; 

What wold ye fhold fay ? frefh was enuiron. 
The ful noble Erie And thys fair coimteffe 
The efpoufe demaimdyd thay expreffe. 



Melosine enters 
the chapel, fireehly 
attired, and look- 
ing, not human, 
butuigelic. 



932 rilher men anon forth aplace hir brought, 
-■- Fair melufine, enmyddes the chapel ; 
Thys mayden ful fair As cowde bene I-thought, 
Fref hly atired rychely and ful wel, 

936 That al hir faw preifed thys damycel, 

Sayng, " it was noght no humayn body lyke, 
But more better femed a thyng angell-lyke." 



THB WlSDDING-FEAbT. 
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rilHen thys laid Erie applied vnto 
940 J- Thys fair melufine to refceiue fothleffe, 

And of that M wel his deuoir gan do. 

And ful wel or better the noble counteffe ; 

Al tho bothe that hour weren at that meffe. 
944 In that place was had ful gret mynftracy ; 

Both hye and bas inftrumentes fondiy ; 



A' 



Nd &o^ that conftantinople vnto, 
In no place was fo noble a fefte made ; 
948 Al the wodes range merily founding tho, 
ther was no perfone* that prefent tyme hade, 
But that " merueles," faid, " I fe ful fad j 
Neuer humain ey faw to it ^gal ! *' 
952 With great ioy made thys matrimonial 



[FoL tt 6.] 
The earl and 
ooontendalj 
reoeire her. 
Minstrelsy is 
heard, both of 
hiirh and baas 
liistnimeuta 



Nerer was so 
noble a feast 
The woods rang 
merrily, and all 
acreed that ha- 
man e jehad 
nerer seen the 
like of li 



fter thys meife don, taken haue the way ; 



After tnys meue aon, ta&en naue tne way ; The mass done, 

rrn-niii i» i» •mi«iii the earl led forth 

The Erie the efpoufe courtomy forth lad ; the bride, and a 

In that other part, A prince of contray hertoUbechlef 



956 In-to the chef hal thys fair mayden had, 
Which noble peple held that day ful glad ; 
Ther mete al redy, vnto wafh thay went ; 
After fette As was moft conuenient 



960 T)Efides thys maiden thys noble Erie fate, 
■^ The gentile counteiTe next fette hym vnto. 
After A grot lord of contre that date. 
Which for gret honour worfhipped was fo. 

964 Eaymounde tho fate with other knightes mo. 
Tho courfe tho brouth* in with fquiers many. 
Grot plente there had of deynteos fondry. 



The earl sat be- 
side the bride, 
and the countesa 
next him. The 
courses were 
brought in by 
aqoires. including 
great plenty of 






ich that append As thing infinite f [FoI. 23] 

- — There was wine of 

968 ' » With wine of Ancoy, And als of rochol tho Anjou, and of 

° *^ Rochclle; of 

Which wold efchawfe tho brainos appetite ; 



» MS. "for.' 
brought (?) 



« MS. "prefoDc." 
* MS. "infinite." 
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THE TOURNAMENTS AND DANCING. 



TotmineaiMl 
Beaune; alao 
ClarreRouudn 
andTpocTM. 



Wino, morerer, of 
Toon and DUon, 
of Aoxerre and 
Saint Jomrou; of 
8t Jean d'Angely, 
and othen. 



Krery one had 
abondanoe, as 
mnch aa he aaked 
for, whether of 
wine or meat 



After this began 
the JouBtinf, 
where Raymond 
JouRted miffhtily. 
Next they went to 
TMiters, and then 
to supper. 



[FoL 83 6.] 
After supper came 
the dancing. At 
last the bride 
retired into a 
costly pavilion. 



Wine of Tourain, And of Bewme alfo, 
Which iawne colour applied noght vnto ; 
972 Clarre Eomain, with doucet ypocras, 

Thorught al the hal lynnyng hye and has. 

Wine of Tourimz, and aKo of digon, 
Wyne of Aucerre, of feint Jougon alfo ; 
976 Wyne of Seint Johan of Angely good won, 
Of it fill many ther fpake and tolde tho ; 
Wine of eftables, of uiart * alfo ; 
After thaim cam the wyne bafierd good, 
980 Wine of feint purlain, and of ris hys brood. 



0" 



^uer all thes wines ther had the prife 
The nouel ofey of Dingenon, 
OflF all the wynes named to deoife. 
984 Ther all peple preuilage had echon, 
Euery in hys loge plente and fufon, 
Euery of that which thai wold demaund 
Off wynes and of uitaillouns viand. 

988 A fter thys diner, men to iouftes went ; 
J^ Be-fyde the fontain ful fair iouftes had ; 
But Eaymound ioufted ftrongly and feruent, 
Certainly myghty iouftes^ ther he made. 

992 Thys Jouftes dured till fonne went to glad. 
After to eueffong went euery wyght, 
And fin to foper fet were and dyght 

TTThen fopyd thay had at ther owne deuife, 
996 ' * Strongly thay daunced, ioying merily 
Ful long that night in right gladfom wife. 
And when that men few time approched ny 
Vnto go to bedde, And deperted fully, 
1000 Men made the efpoufe to depart fair. 
Into A pauilon made fhe A retrair, 

« MS. " mart." « MS. " iouOed," roughly altered to " iouftes.' 



A BISHOP BLESSES THEM. 
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iffwIiominochcoftthefourgiiigAiidinakyng; J^^^j^ 



Portreid it was with briddes frefhly, 
1004 Thys fair pauilon rich was in feing ; 

Forth Anon the bede fbreight And made redy, 
Which wit^ floure-delife couerid was to ey. 
Quicly cam Raymound, in the hedde* him laide 
1008 By fiedr melufme, the fuete doucet made. 



Then Uld they 

the bed, aod 

mmde it ready. 



Prfoth A Biffhop which that tyme ther was 
Signed and blillid the bedde* holyly ; 
" In nomine dei " fo faid in that place ; 
1012 After fro thens departed haftily, 
For the ceafon late le[n]ger to tary. 
The Erie hym withdrew to hys pauilon ; 
And hys good moder, time was and ceafon, 



A bishop gare his 
benediction, "in 
nomUutdei." The 
earl and his mo- 
ther also retired 
to their tents. 



1016 TNto hir chambre goodly went to bed. 
-i- Euery man went to hys erbigage, 
But fom all night dyfported And folas led. 
Singing, dauncing, difporting wi\Ji longage ; 

1020 Many fayr fongis fonge that compomage. 

Off thys noble fefte no morc^ you will breke, 
Off gentile Raymound fhall I to you fpeke, 



All went to their 
allotted diamberi, 
but some spent 
the whole night 
in singing and 
dancing. 



Which^ 
TT Tovs 



with melufme lyght ful meiyly, [Fol 24] 

_ _ Melnslne ad- 

1024 ' " To whome ful fuetly outred fbe and fayd, dresses Raymond. 

"Now vnderfbandith, fayre fwet loue, hertly, hu good fortune! 

The Auentur comyn vnto vs thys braide 

That wo togeders by grace here bene laid, 
1028 Ryght As mAn And wyffe after ontent, 

And I Am her at your commaundement ; 



B 



ut that oth mofb hold which firfb day me made, an.i of his oath 
I know full wele, when ye cam to pray her. she teib 



MS. "beded." ^ 

^ MS. **noraore." 



' body ;" Fronch text, Le lit. 
* MS. "Whicht." 
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MELU8INB CAUTIONS RATMONa 



himiheiiawftn 1032 The Erie of peiters And knightes that ho had 

bow the eurl in- . '^ ^ 

quired conoeming To come and to do jou honouT that day 

That I fhuld he maried to your pay, 
Be* you enquered full moch wat it was, 
1036 And of linage ye gan me purchas." 



■be prooeade to 
teU him that bie 
good fortune will 
iMt M long M be 
boldetobis 
ooreiuuit: 



buttbfttifbe 
breaks It. he wffl 
■olIiBr bnge barm- 
M pains, and be 
dtefaiberitedoralL 



(FoL 26 b.]» 
He sgaln swears 
to be fidtbfUl, 
giying her his 
hand in pledge of 
bis sinoerity. 



Heloslne cautions 
him yet once 
more, declaring 



Fl anfweied hym to the point ful wel, 
"Myn owne verray loue, now douht ye 
ryght noght" 
"ye fell he mofte heft fortuned to tell, 
1040 So ye couenaunt hold As of refon ought, 
As euer was Any of your linage hrought, 
Hou-fomeuer fortune that thay haue had, 
So the contrary hy you he noght made. 

1044 TfT it he, ye fhall haue gretly to doo 
-^ huge noifaimt pannes with adueriite^ 
And defherite he wrechedly aKo 
Of tennementes, landes, the hefte to fe ; 

1048 It wyl he fo And fertanly fchal he." 

"Fayre fwet lade," faid, "I you plegg[e t]routh 

myne, 
Whyle I leue f hal he, he it non m[align]e,* 

FAlfhed fhall noght he our faid couenaunt, 
*>,«-. Of which here hefome made haue I promeffe ; 
And yut I wil you promit the fame grant ; " 
hys hand vnto heres put in gewtill wyfe, 
Makyng A gret oth As hert cowde deuife, 
1056 That he wold it hold euer entirely. 
Melufine hym hanfwered fwetly, 

""VTow, my fwet loue, I fay you feithfully, 
-*-^ K ye he ftedfafte and couonaimt hold,* 

» *^He"(?) 

* A piece near the comer of the page is here torn away. 

» See Note to 1. 1060. * MS. " bold." 



MELUBIKE GIVES THE COUNTESS L JEWEL* 
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1060 In good hour ye be here borne tieaely ; 
kepe it truly, befech you manyfold ; 
For in my part Ml fhal I for no gold, 
Off me haue ye had ful tru Affuraunce 

1064 Which I fhall hold; no more fay thys inftaunce." 



thatihewUl 
neTor fkil in her 
part of the coTe- 



W. 



rith clipping, kiffyng, that nyght gan do fo. Their eldest wn 
That an fair' fone ther engendred was ; uH^how 
Vrien callyd at that tyme tho. betoidofhero- 

1068 Dedis and warkis fuch gan he purchas ^^' '^•'~"* 



As in tyme fhal hire the mater and cas. 
Thys f efbe endured dais fill fifbene ; 
At ende to lordis yiftes gaf melufine, 



1072 A Nd to lades which that men brought 
-^ With thys roial and noble Counteffe. 



Melosine girea 
Teiyiich preflcnts 
to all. who won- 

Al faid ther, "lord god! what wyfe is this widUb^ty. 



wrought. 
Which that we fe here prefent of rycheffe? 
1076 Maried is he vnto gret hineffe ! *' 

Eaymoimde of all moch ther preifed was, 
No worldly man myght better in no cas. 



After when it cam vnto departfon, 
Faire melufine went fafte ther openyng 
A forcelot^ wrought frefh of yuor^ bon ; 
A formelet,^ of gret ualure beyng. 
With prefious fbonis gemeffhed that thyng, 
1084 With vertues perles ful many, 

To tho counteffe gaf it verra hertly. 



[FoL M.) 
She opens an iTory 
caaket, and draws 
from it a clasp 
garnished with 
precious stones, 
which she gives to 
the countess. 



TXThich of that iewel fhe ful gret ioy had. 
' * Thens deperted the Erie and hys maine, 
1088 Which were ful noble peple, good and fad, 

» MS. " an m fair." » " forccrct" (?) 

3 MS. " your." *.*' fermelet" (?) 



The earl and his 
people depart. 



44 



THE EARL AND HIS PEOPLE DEPART. 



Melorine Uklnr 
her leave of tiMm. 



Leaping op to 
their Mddlea. 
they ride away. 
Raymond acoom- 
]>antee them to 
the edge of the 
forest 



The fair melufine hir leue take hath fhe 
Of thys fjEtid countelTe of ful hy degre 
By-fom al peple honourabylly, 
1092 And of thys feyd Erie ryght femblabiUy, 

0£f lades And of maydens alL 
Thai leaping yp ther iadelles unto, 
Openly ther thens went that enterual ; 
1096 But gentill Eaymound conueied tham fo, 
With peple of eflat Acompanied tho, 
With hym wold not haue creature Afoote, 
Noght paffyng Columberes woodes foote. 



At leaTe-taklnff. 
the earl wonld 
fiiin have eeked 
Raymond who 
Meltuine is, but 
dnnt not Ray- 
mond. Mated on a 
oouner, 



[FoL 96 b.] 
takes bis leave of 
the earl, and re- 
turns to Melusine. 
who receives him 
Joyously. At the 
end of eight days, 
all the trees in 
the wood were 
uprooted 



by labourers of an 
unknown nation. 
They made 
hideously deep 
ditches, and were 



1100 ."OAymounde of thys Erie ther hys leue gan 
J^ take, 

But the Erie druft noght, And ful fayn wold, 
Ryght gladly hym A demaunde to make, 
Off fair melufine, what fhe was, tel fhold ; 

1 104 Ful moch he thought, but yut hys pes gan hold ; 
Fere of difplefaunce of Raymoimd any wyfe. 
On A courfere fate ful fair to deuyfe, 

Off thys Erie toke leue ; after gan retome 
Streight vnto hys wyf ky ffyng hir f wetly, 

And thought in hert ther vnto fogom, 
Which hym refceiued ryght ful ioyouHy. 
Er that eight dais were ended fully, 
1112 Al the wodys were roted up and gon ; 
Of laborers had plente and fufon, 

NO man knew whens was, ne of what nacion ; 
Ful gret diches made, ryght huge and pro- 
founde, 
1116 Ful hiduous was to behold adon ; 

No caufe had thai difmaing thaim no ftound, 
Neither no deffaute in pe pament found, 



THE BUILDING OP LUSIGNAN. 
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Euery day had ther money and argent, 
1120 The laborers were the more diligent 



T: 



\ie fundementes made thai right profounde, 
(Ful wel know may be if y myffay, lo !) 
Fair meluiine was deuifer of that ground, 
1124 And of werke alfo lyke as it was do. 

Vppon the quicke Roche thay it fett tho ; 
The fyrfte fbones to put thay, and made 
In litell of tyme ; Mafons I-now had. 



diligent, finding 
themselTM well 
paid. 



They made deep 
foundations, 
building a castle 
upon the live rock 
according to 
Melusine's plan. 



1128 rilhe walles hye deuifed fhe echon, 

-■- Wel founded was vppon the faid uayley ; 
Too ftrong toures made with a huge dongun. 
And Enuiron an hy with wardes fbrong that day. 

1132 Of it meruelyd ftrongly the contray, 

hou ful fone men made this faid fbrong repair. 
And when thys caftell was baftiled fair,' 



There were two 
strong towers 
with a huge dun- 
geon; insomuch 
that all the coun- 
try marvelled. 



rphys fwete meluiine faw it full fair tho, 
1136 -■- After hir ryght name gan it fhe Baptife ; 

Off hir name fhe hath taken a part, lo ! 

lufignen to name yaf after hir deuife, 

yut is oueral named in that wife ; 
1140 Many bare that name, it aboute gan cry. 

And yut is ryght and cried was fuerly ; 



[PoL J7.1 
Melusine bap- 
tlxed the casUe 
after the latter 
part of her own 
name, <^ling it 
Luiignen. 



NOght-withftandyng the good kyng Ciprian 
hit cried lufignen euer in his ciy, 
1144 As the hiftory feith to euery man 

Off whom after fhal do make memory. 
Mclufigne is As moche to fay truly, 
Ryght As ho feith, merueles fauti[t]h non ; 
1148 She was A woman A-per-fe, alon. 

^ At the bottom of the page is tho catchword— This fwet melu- 
iine faw. 



The meaning of 
Melusine Is, " no 
marvels are lack- 
ing," she being a 
woman A-i)frv«0. 
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THB BIBTH OF URIEN. 



WhenthhcMtto 
WMlraUi.Mgh 
wall! and all, 
people won- 
dered how It had 



r] may fe here A comfort meruelous, 
Moche moie then other ftrange auenture. 
Wei was A-oheued this caftel beuteuous, 
1152 Al A-boute leifed wonder hy wallure. 
Euery man laid it was A huge dede fure, 
That thys faid caftel was fo fone made ; 
The peple wondred and gret meruel had. 



Melmbte bare a 
■on. named Urien, 
whoee Tlnffe waa 
▼eiy short and 
broad, and who 
had one eye red. 
the other gray: 



1156 rnhys fair melofine here in hir tyme hare ; 

-^ At nyne monthes ende chUded fhe A fone, 

vrien named, the foth to declare,* 

Which that after was of ful gret renone ; 
1160 But hys uifage was ftrange to uilion, 

For it was full fhort And large in trauers ; 

On ey was rede. Another grey dyuers. 



[FoL ST b] 
also a hnge month 
and great nostrils: 
yet well made as 
regarded his legs, 
arms, and feet 



After that she 
made a city, with 
high walls and 
(owerB, well pro- 
vided with loop- 
boles. 



"T^Very man myght fe it openly, 



1164 -^ Huge mouth And large gret noftrelles alfo ; 

neuer man fain non to hym egally ; 

But of body was inly wele made tho. 

Off legges, of Armes, of feete therto, 
1168 In it not failled thing thouchyng nature. 

And at the ful made vnto hys ftature. 

After that tyme made fhe ful huge honoureiB, 
Fourged the brought in mount of bew-re- 
pair, 
1172 The walles bild hye, and als tours, 

The goinges and comynges wroughten fair. 
All couered and made, non might ben gair ; 
At louers, lowpes. Archers had plente, 
1176 To cAfb, draw, and fhete, the diffence to be, 



That non wordly man myght no wyfe it take ; 
So ftrong wtt^ peple Acompanyed was, 
" Vryen " is here scrawled in the margin in a later hand. 
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That ftrenslit M fbrong with peple gan make. The ditches were 

—o o JT JT o of great breadth, 

1180 The diches profunde laige brede gan puichas, and the gates 

laife and loni^ 

With this toure couerid hye and has, 
The yates lumelles, mighty and ftrong, 
To fain the trouth, ful large weie and long. 

1184 A twixft the borough and thysftrenghtmyghtly Between the town 

f\ and the fort was 

-*--*- A place ther fourged merueloufly fbrong, made a strong 

tower, called 

The toure trompe fom callyd it daily, "Trompe:- 

In lufignen town fo named tham among ; risoned with 

1188 For Sarifins trompers tho were put fill long, en. *™"*'* 
To ende this faid toure thay fold kepe and ward, 
And al enuiron aboute to lewarde 



That peple noght approch neither to com ny, [Poi. ».] 

.««.. But tho of that ftrenght fhold it know Meinlri^hJre? 

-.«J r^ son named Oede, 

andle. whohadafooe 

That yere childed fhe the fecunde fonne truly, Ji^SIienfwitti 
Oede* named ; a fair femblant had he. 
As fhinyng fire his uifage femynge be, 
1196 With wonder rednefle fo refplendifing ; 
his membres ful fair f ormid in makyng ; 



r 



[N that fame yere made that lady fair That year she 

The caftel and brought which men callen mel, and town named 

1200 Yauuant and meruant made fhe, non gair, othen. including 
The tour of feint Meffent after made ful wel ; *°*^' 

The Borugh fourged, the abbey gan echdel. 
Where ])at our lady is ferued alway ; 
1204 And After the town of noble partenay. 

ANd Als the caftel fourged fhe roial, she ahK> made the 

castle of Parthe- 
With good lime and ftone frefhly vnto fight> naj with good 

Toures, torettes, pinacles, and harde wall ; towen. turrets'. 

1208 The craftifmen wrought As tho perfight wau. *'*° 

1 Oedi ig also in the margin, written in the later hand. 
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THB BIRTH OF GUY, AND OF ANTONY. 



Her third ion 
WM named Ooy, 
who WM of great 
beauty. saTlng 
that he had one 
eye a little lower 
than the other. 



[Fol. 28 6.] 
The same year 
waa founded 
Sochelle; and 
soon after the 
built a great 
bridge, for which 
she received 
great pralae. 



By that, Eaymound was doubted of ech wight, 
Into gret honour rifen is A-hy, 
And worfhipped is in ech company. 

1212 A fter fhe had the third fon fair withall ; 
-^^ A more fairer neuer fay[n] with ey, 
Off beute ynow vnto him gan fal, 
hit cowde noght ben withfaid certainly ; 

1216 Sauyng pat on ey had he more bafly 
Then pat other a litel * ther femyng, 
Men callyd hym Guy, which doubted no-thyng.' 

Then that faid fame yere founded was Rochell, 
*— w In peito, by fair melufine this lady. 

After taried noght, but litel gan dwel, 
That A ful faire brigge made fhe vnto ey, 
(As ther cornicles' fhewith openly), 
1224 And in talmondois fourged was to fe, 

Of which werke gret loos ther refceiued fhe. 



Her fourth ion 
waa Anthony, 
who had on his 
Jaw a mark like a 
hurt made by a 
lion. 



AU these thing! 
are true. And 
when it pleased 
our Sovereign 
Lord, this lady 
had the fifth son. 



A 



Non after had fhe bom in certain 
The fourth fone, callyd and named Antony,* 
1228 But in hys iaw bare A hurt ful of pain 

Off A lyon, which al hys life bare ful fighty ; 
To hym A gret ftonyng was it verily. 
To moche fkin grow, A long feme cutting ; 
1232 But hardy man was, noght drad ne fering. 

A 11 Is trouth that I outre you or fay, 
-^ Doubt ye noght of it that I you do tel ; 
In luxenbrough fair thyng made that day. 
1236 Thys lady norifhed thes children ful wel 

Till thay wer growyn ryght large, wyfe, and fell ; 
And when it pleafed our lord fouerain, 
The fyf te child thys lady had again, 

^ MS. " alitel." ' In the margin is ffuy in the later hand. 
' Sic in MS. * In the margin, AvBovi. 
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1240 TrThich in his bed had on ey and no mo, 
' » Mofte hiefbe fet, wonderly to fe. 
hys name of Baptime Eaynold called tho ;' 
his fight more derer ueryle then he 

1244 Whiche to eyes had, for al their plente ; 
Merueles gret gan do, after ye f hal hire. 
So it may be burde thys tale hole entire. 



whoM baptinxuJ 
name WM 
Baynold. He had 
bat one eye, but 
his sight WM 
dearer than that 
of a person who 
has two eyes, for 
all their plenty. 



1248 



GAffrey with gret toth Afterwarde f be bare,* 
Which growyn in mouth A wonder toth 
bade, 
Which without iffued pailng gret and fquare ; 
be meruelous ftrong, of notbyng Adrad, 
Blacke monkes be flay, to mortail deth lad ; 
1252 Off mailers Abbay were thay, lef or loth, 

Which caufyd hys fader fbrongly to be wroth** 

Again melufine wrotbed he ful fore, 
That to hir fayd moch repref and volony, 
1256 That hir company loft for euer-more ; 
Which caufid a fal fro hys Aftat by 
To hys gret repref, ryght to f bamf ully. 
As after wyl make declaracyon, 
1 260 Of al ther warkis the conclufyon. 



[Pol. 29i1 
The next was 
Oeofltey with the 
great tooth, which 
issued flrom his 
mouth, great and 
square. It was 
he who slew the 
black monies of 
MaUlesais abbey; 



which erent 
caused his flsther 
to be angry with ^ 
Melusine, and 
was the cause of 
aU his mis- 
fortunes. 



ml 



Ibe feffe child Ffromont that time callyd was,* 
Of ftature of perfone hie, gret, and long, 
Inly wel formed, pulcrious of face, 
1264 Sage, fubtile, wel taught, myghty and ftronge; 
But vppon hys noffe fuch a tach had fong, 
Ryght As A wolfes fkyn row was it tho, 
Ful ftrange vnto fight to fe hys nofe foo. 

* In the margin, Jtat/twld with'on ye. 

» In the margin, geffrey mthe gret tothe, 

» MS. " wroght." 

* In the margin, Froymonde w[a9] a monkey and «?[«] htmd. 

4 



The seventh son 
was Fromout. 
who had a 
blemish on his 
nose. It was 
rough sa a woirs 
skin, so that his 
nose waaa 
stiange sight. 



50 



BIRTH OF HORRIBLE. URIEN8 AND GUY LEAVE HOME, 



The eiichth aon 
WM Horrible i he 
hftd three eyea. 
and WM of a very 
wicked dispoel- 
Mon. 



[Pol. 29 b.] 
We now ratnm 
to Urieni, who 
was grown big, 
mighty, strong, 
and light: and 
waa fond of war. 



He took ship at 
Bochelle in a 
barge, with Gay 
and much people ; 
intending to go 
and aoqoiro lands. 



They took with 
them much silver 
and gold, and 
went to sea. Soon 
came they to 
Cyprus. 



The king of 
Cyprus was then 
being besieged in 



1268 rnhen tho eighteth fono bomo of Melufin, 
J- Tlire eyes hauyng on in front nifible ;* 
Mocho peple meruellyd and wondcrd ther-iw, 
Thys child named and called horrible ; 

1272 For hym vnto fe was thyng terrible, 
And alfo he was of wycked doing, 
In no goodneffe, thought but to do ille thing. 

Now retom Again vnto vriens, 
. - . w \^Tiich of tham was the moft aunc/on. 

Eche fhal declare by ordres diligcns, 
That men may perceiue dul am not ther-on. 
vriens was A fair fquier of perfon, 
1 280 Growen ful bygg, myghtly, ftrongo, and lyght, 
Willing to know where by fee and lande ryght 

At Rochel toke A fhippe ful fair and large, 
(And for fhe was long, wide, hole, foundo, 
entire, 
1284 I founde in fcripturo that it was A barge), 
Sayng pat he wold go land to acquire. 
So god hym warde fro perel to plefur ; 
Moche peple with hym had, the barge ful was ; 
1288 Ther Guy with hym went landes to purchas. 

rr many places preuid was hardly 
Thys forikiden Guy truly manyfold. 
And to wel find ther peple only, 
1292 The fair melufine of filuer and gold 

Grct plente toke, in trefour ftore to hold. 
Into fee thay went, the fayl vp gan reife. 
To ciprefle centre ther f hippes gan tcife 



1296 Cltreight to that place wher fair auenturo 
^^ funde. 
Of Cipreffe the kyng tho befeged was 

^ In the margin, hotryble with iii yea. 



AND COMB TO FAMAGOU8TA, IN CYPRUa 
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In A mycjhty towne, which owyd that ftound : Pamagoiwu, 

„ - ° , - . , , which the SuWAn 

!Namea I^amagouce^ that cite and place ; had nearly ukon. 

1300 Which, enfaimling, Almofbe gan purchace 
The foudan bigly the town befeging, 
With an hundred thoufande men tightyng. 



/\S it knew vriens the uerite, 



1304 ^^ Oif Famagouce * the Cite roial; 

land toke, referfhing'* hym and hys maine. 

Forth-with declarid to hys peplo all, 

And to thys Cite his peple gan cal, 
1308 Wher-vnto thai had An euyn ftreight way ; 

And befome tham his baner gan difplay. 



[Fol. 90.] 
Uriens lands, 
and, calling his 
men together, 
displays hia han- 
uer. 



TTTTiych of Fine filke was cnbrauded frefhly. BothBanocns 

WW rm r>, e> ^ i /» i and ci^ieUS SCO 

' ' The Saralins knew and law ther comyng ; them coming. 
1312 Alf tho in cite knew tham uerily, arrayed against 

And ther oofte myght fee ful faft herbiging. 

The peple of Armes ther dilloging. 

Nye to the foudan thai re[n]gid tho were ; 
1316 As to the Cipriens to fight femyng there, 



nnhat the Soudan caft Away for feere to floe ; 
J- That faid to othir, " we moft after few." 
Tho kyng Armed was wit/i fair Ermynee, 
1320 hys fwet doughter ful maydenly to vew, 
hyr honorous fader wit^ hamois new ; 
Ther hym conueing ryght ful curtoifly, 
Vnto hys courfor ful debonairly. 



The sultan medi- 
tated flight: 
which the king 
perceived, and 
was at once armed 
hy Ermynee his 
daughter, and 
mounted his 
horse.; 



1 324 rPrompes, clarions, blew up faft founding, 
-L Tho kynges baner lifbe, vp-reifed hy ; 
Ther full gret affray was at ther mellyng, 
The paynymes faw the kyng cam frefhly. 



Trumps and 
clarions sound. 
A hard conflict 
ensues, and many 
Christians and 



' MS. ** Samagoucc." 
2 MS. *« rcforfbing ; " the cr is blotted. 
4 • 
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URIENB AND GUY HELP THE KINO OP CYPRUS. 



Sarmcensftre 



[FoL30 6] 
The king is shot 
with a poisoned 
dart, and the 
sunreons fear that 
they cannot heal 
him. 



TheCyiirlans 
thereupon retreat, 
closely followed 
by the Saracens 
Great clamour in 
the dty. 



Ermyneo bemoans 
her fiither, and 
tears her (roldlsh 
hair, perceiving 
that he had ar- 
rived at death's 
door. 



Meanwhile 
Urlens and Guy 
had dispiayod 
their banners. 



1328 Anon Affembled that fuU haftily ; 

Many A crifbyn Approched deth in hafte, 
And Sarafins many to mortal deth cafbe. 



1332 



nnhe faniins were myghty, fers, And llrong ; 
-^ The Cipriens fhewed ther ftrenght and 



myght 
The king withe a dart* toxicat poifon fong, 
Such A malice fbroke his foes h>Tn dight 
That in garifon hym wold take no wight 
1336 Tho Sourgeons doubte, As thay gan report, 
Wherfor the peple were tho difcomfortL 

The' Cipriens went for fere euermore, 
The fariiines after full faft fleing, 
1340 Into the thowne thay bete thaim before, 
Many ther llain And many don caftyng. 
In that towne was horrible crying, 
As for tho wounded And Als tho flayn ; 
1 344 And for the kynges hurt, ther fouerain, 

Fll dolorous wo ther enforced was ; 
Ermyne by-ment hir good fader fore, 
Gret torment to hir ther gan flie purchas, 
1348 hir goldifh herre tering, breking, euennoro, 
For hir fader and lord lying hir before. 
Whom perceiued riued at dethes port, 
And that no man' cowde yif therofT comfort. 



1362 



Off kyng Ciprian leue we fhal and reft, 
A 



And of vrions fpeke and talke we fhall, 
Which was wurthy, uaillant, and gentillefb, 
Full femly to fee, lufty ouer all ; 
1356 And of Ids brother, that Guy men do cal. 
Of fader And moder As befom is faid ; 
Ther baneres were openly difplayd. 



1 MS. "adart." 



MS. "Thy/' 



3 MS. " noma.* 



URIENS KILLS TH£ BULTAN. 



53 



A Nd in ther handes fidl fafte gan to hold. 
1 360 -^ A fere and hardy fboure ther a man ' fhold fe, 

When to-gedere mete with fperys manyfold- 

The petjruins tham bare As warly men fre ; 

For ther good vitail and wines plente 
1364 The more ftrenger were And the more femly ; 

Affautes tha[y] gafe dynera And fondry. 



[PoL 81.1 
and attacked the 
Saracens. 
The men of 
Poitou. owing to 
theta- good victual 
and plentiful 
wine, were 
atrouRer than 
their foes. 



rp. 



[ler vriens fhewed his noble proweffe, 
Many be-gan fle and hurt manyon ; 
1368 his brother Guy in lyke belineffe, 

Men hym doubted As thai wold A lion ; 
PajTiymes hjTu drad, fered hys perfon ; 
After wifbe noght the foudan what to do, 
1372 But with fpores priked hys courfere tho. 



Uriena and Guy 
are dreaded by 
the Saracens : 
and, at last, the 
Sultan presses 
forward at full 
speed. 



ff 



[Is forbefhed fwerd of ftele fafte holding, 
To A peiteuin wightly fmote he fsifte. 
So that neuer myght' be purchaflyng, 
1376 Wiih'in. litel while ftanded was in hafte ; 

The timbre And yre thorugh hys body wrafte. 
hyt perceiued tho gentile vriens ; 
Semyng fro hym-felfe, with gret uiolens. 



smitinff down a 
Poltevln with hia 
furbished sword, 
so that both 
wooden hilt and 
iron blade pierced 
through his body 



1380 TN hyB handes twain hys fwerd faft gripte he, ^^|?fc?^ 

J- Such A ftroke ther yaf the Soudan vnto, hands, and cicav 

To teeth cliue his hed for hys cruelte, 

WitAin the Soudan entred his fwerd fo ; 
1 384 Vnto mortall deth fell this paynym tho. 

The paynymes All abaf hod heuily. 

Such- wife vriens wrought dedes Army, 



cleaves 
the Sultan to the 
teeth, at which 
the Paynims are 
distressed, 



That both paynymos, turkos, And furiens, 
That As A larke fro A hauke doth fle. 

And hare fro grohund As for ther dififence, 

» MS. "aman." » MS. "nygbt." 



[Fol. 31 6] 
so that Paynims, 
Turks, and Syri- 
ans flee fast to 
their ships, hard 
pressed by Uriena. 
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THE KINO OF CYrBUS 18 MORTALLY WOUNDED. 



So fleyng thay vnto thar nauc. 
Vriens which had to tham eninyte 
1392 As for to dj-ftroy the farifiiis all, 

Smote vppon thaim As vppon curres fhal.^ 



Uriens determines 
to rest awhile in 
thetentoofthe 
conqnrred foes : 
but, Ix'foro lonir. 
come a troop uf 
Cjprians, 



who beseech him 
to visit the kinfr. 
ft« the kinff cannot 
Tlsit lUm, being so 
sorely wounded. 



Tie answers that 
be will come 
irladly. Vrieta 
and his brother 
diffht themselves 
fiTshlj in noble 
array, and set off. 



[Fol. 32.1 
Many a Cyprian, 
BceinR Urionrt* 
fftcc. said that he 
wonld con«iuor all 
land8 by hia 
apiiearance. 



rphor by' vrj-ens And curtois Guy 

-■- Were flayn of paynjTiics the myghtieft. 

139G Vriens in ther tentes thought long fiirely, 
Thons thought not go, but ther take to refto, 
Sin vppon paynyms had he fuch conqucfte. 
Ther ne taryed he noght ouer^ long, 

1400 That the Cipriens cam befily ftrong 

Off the kinges part to hyni fend, and come, 
Bcfechyng tham com to the cite, 
Off frendlyhed the way to hym nome, 
1404 For vnto tham come certes myght not he ; 
For vnnothos myght fpeche on hym Ixj, 
Strayncd w/t7i fekneffo fuch ^vyfo was tho. 
Wounded and hurt w/tA hys cnemyes foo. 



1408 



TTThen vriens was thaim 'VTideri'tand^Tig, 



he Anfwerd thaim rj'ght ful ciirtoifly. 
That gladly wold he Approchc that hy kyng. 
In noble Aray greithcd thaim frefhly 
1412 Viyens And hys brother in company, 

Towardes the kyng whent thai forth Anon ; 
Mocho went Cipryan, behold}Tig the pcrfon 



0" 



^ff vriens, which he faw moche, large. And 
grett, 

1416 Ther feing he had A ful ftrange uifago 
In horrible wyfc. As he went by ftrett, 
Eucry man bleffed, fa}Tig in ther paffage, 
Tliat neuer fuch a man * faw in al ther age ; 



» "fmal" (?) 
5 MS. "oure/' 



2 ^IS. " Tliciby.' 
* MS. "araau." 



URIENS VISITS HIH ON HIS DEATHBED. 
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1420 "By lefon," faid, "he fhuld do conqiiere» 
All landes wit^ hys femblant and chore ; 



w 



[On shold to fight* hym attende ne bide, 
Which fro hym may Any wyfe diffendo ; 
1424 ho, lord god, hoi noght A geaunt no tide ! 
I you enfure, meruelus is to attende I" 
At the gret paleis gan thay to difTende ; 
On grice went vp, the kyng on bed thay foiinde, 
1428 Hys nofe, hys mouth bolned gret that ftounde, 



for that none 
would d*re to 
stand against him. 
On arriving, they 
ascend tho palace 
steps, and find 
the king's nose 
and mouth 
swollen. 



W 



ith toxicat uenym replete was certain ; and the king re- 

hym ther complaynyng and ful fore be- uriens salutes 

him humbly, who 
menu returns his saluta- 

tion, and great 
thanks also. 



humbly vriens falute thys fouerain, 
1432 Thys kyng which in body this poifon hent ; 
Anon hys faluz yild forthwith ther prefent, 
Sayng, " ye haue me feruyd nobilly, 
And to me ye haue done gret curtefy ; 



1436 



"VTEuer in my lyf no fuch ne had.** 
1 1 T 



Thes wordes outred the kyng of Cipriens, 
After demaimdyng vriens ful fad, 
"What be yel what is your. name pis pre- 

fentensl" 
1440 " Worfhipful kyng, men cal me vriens ; 
Off lufignen am naturally grow, 
I wyll that my name to all men ben know." 



The king Airther 
demands Uriens* 
name, who 
answers that he 
is Uriens of 
Lnalgnen. 



1444 



' TN faith," fayd the kyng, " of it am I glad 
-■- That dreflyd and come ye be to thys place. 



And that your wyll were truly to be hade. 
Swet frendo, I fole mortal dethe me brace, 
Neuer After thys comforth to purchaco 
1448 Off furgery-craftc ne with medicine. 
For ftuffed I am ful of uenyme, 
,» MS. " comquore." »_ MS . " fight." 



rFoLS2 6.J 
The king is glad to 
see him. but tells < 
him that he feels 
he is incurably 
wounded, being 
stuffed full of 
Tonom : 
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THE KINO OF CYPRUS TELLS HIS BABONS 



wherefore he be- 
sought him to 
pleaae to am- 
descend to accept 
hte (Tift. wlUch 
Uriemsdoea. 



Whereof helth neuer fhal I not conquere, 
But of my days fhortly to make end ; 
1452 Wlierefor you l)ef[e]che with me accorde here 
That to my gift you pleafe to condifcend, 
Whereby noght fhal lefe, vriens, gud frend ; 
honour fhal ye haue, worfhip, and profite." 
1456 Vriens graunted hym wit/zout refpite, 



The king thanks 
him for his assent, 
and sends for his 
barous and Iiis 
daughter 
Ennynee. 



rphat hys commaundement wold he do gladly, 
A Agre and Accorde hys fayd g}'ft vnto ; 
The kyng hym thanked, And fayd full humbly, 
1460 "Thys is wel fayd, and the more gladder, loo ! 
I fhal mortal deth take ; " commaundyng thoo 
That Al the Barons After fend fhold be. 
And hys fayr doughter the fwet Ermyne. 



He tells his 
barons he expects 
not to live longer, 
and that he wills 
t4> leave his king- 
dom to his 
daughter, 



1464 rPo hys barons faid, "now ye vnderftande, 
■^ More longer liff noght in me attend ; 
lenger may not Hue here with you in lande, 
My noble Rewme Cipreffe ; now fay you at end. 

1468 Whom, to my power, haue warded and diffend 
Ffro pa}Ti}Tnes at point of fwerdcs cru[e]lto, 
Now it wyU I leuo my doughter Ermyne, 



[Pol. 33.] 
she being the true 
heir. The barons 
thereu)K)n do 
homage to his 
daughter; and 
the king adds. 



rr me noght had no poynt of medicin ; 
M.^,^ For therof fhe is enheritour of ryght." 

Thai fayng hym wM contenance good and fin. 
That gladly wold do hys plcfire eche wyglit' 
Ther homage made to hir do in fight, 
1476 So takyng of hir ther landes and fe. 

Then toke to fpeke tins noble kingo fre ; 



that his Buhiecta 
cannot be de- 
fended by a simple 
woman against 



" rPhe barons All here mo vnderftande, 
-■- ye warde And kepto truly may noght be 
1480 By fimple woman gayn Sarifins hande ; 
» MS. " wyight." 



HE SHALL LEAVE HIS KINGDOM TO UBIEKS. 
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your neighbours thay ben wonder ny to fe ; 
Such fers ftoures of huge cruelte 
As off Armes here, ne the fharpe fhoures ; 
1484 Here Auifed haue to you good focoures. 



Bueh erael neigh- 
boon u the 



P 



["ppon thys dede here I haue deuifed 
That vriens is pufant and myghty, 
Off lulignen uaillantly franchifed, 
1488 Which that the Soudan difcomfith manly, 
And hys men gan fle by dedes Army, 
By the huge proweffo off hys body ftrong ; 



that Uriena is 
puiasant and 
mighty, and has 
discomfited the 
saltan, as they all 
saw for them- 
selves; 



Off thys knewlych non hath by mene of tonge ; 



1492 



^ 



,t demaimde or afke here of hym now and that he there- 
in fore aslcs them to 



To pray hym I you here befeche hertly, 
That he me noght wem, but my requefte hold.** 
Thay hym befought and prayed fwetly ; 
1496 To ther requeft Acorded he humbly ; 

To the kyng reportyd thay that he wold do 
What-fomeuer he wold hym demAimde, lo ! 

THeroff was the kyng Full ioyous And glade, 
To vriens faid, " me requeft hir ye. 
And here perdon me of my wordes hade. 
For nothyng wil ne of you for to gyf me. 
Off youTos nothing fall demaunded be ; 
1604 But you wil I gif gentilly, fire, of myne 
Thys Kewme witA all enheritaunce fyne. 



beseech Uriens to 
grant him all bis 
request; which 
the barons at once 
accede to. 



[FoL 33 6.1 
The king is glad 
thereof, and tells 
Uriens that he 
wishes to ask 
nothing of ]f^, 
but to confer on 
him someUiing 
of his own. 



W" 



barons are of the 
same mind> 



'^ith my fair dougliter in franke manage ; n^^eiy. his king 
For other haue non difcended of my lyne. dal^ht^.^^^The 
1608 you befech to take here thys fair Image." 

When the Barons knew to that wold inclyne. 
Strongly ioyed all off that difcipline, 
Ther loue to vriens ftrongly gan draw, 
1512 For the grot goodneffe that thay on h}Tn few. 
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Urieni UuuikB 
the klnf, and 
Mjs be wonl'l not 
take the gia If he 
■aw In the king 
any respite from 
death. 



THE KINO OP CYPRUS DIES, 

Uriens tho king full well undorftode, 
A lytoU mufed, after gan Anfwore ; 
" I thanke you hortly, gracyous lord goode, 
1516 Off that ye me hauo don fucli honour hero ; 
But iff refpite of deth in you faw were, 
Full litill or noght wold I your giftc preife ; 
But, lord, fyn it doth your liert fo to pleife, 



Th<* marriaffe Is 
peifonned: and, 
aa the priest waa 
raialng the host 
at the nuMv. the 
king yielded up 
htedooL 



1520 Qyn your will it is, Full welo lyketh mo ; 
1^ Wliorfor fhold I, lo ! longer it delay?" 
Thys manage don plefantly to fee. 
And ryght As the prefte rcifed god Jwt day 

1524 Off the holy maffe, pat po prefte gan fay 

Where thys like kyng lay in fuch manor wife, 
yild vpp hys good foule in-to paradife. 



[Fol. 341 
Tholr great Joy la 
thus tamed Into 
wo. The bride's 
heart Is "looked 
np" withheavi- 



TTThere our lordewill rofcoyue hym of hys grace, 
1528 ' ' And off all hys fyn yeuyng hym pardon ; 

For I witneffo you And fay in thys place. 

That he was A trow catholiko perfon. 

TJier grot ioy changed in-to wo Anon, 
1532 full dolorous was tho the ofpoufe, 

With hcuyneffe loko was hir good hert fro. 



The king la bnrled 
royally : and there 
were therefore 
no plays or tour- 
namonta at the 
wedding. 



rphe kyng After entered was goodly ; 

-L long taried noght or put were on graue, 
1536 hys obfequie don ryght worfhipfully. 

And, to fay the foth, As rofon wold craue ; 

For A kyng fliold roiall obfeque hauo. 

Tliat time noght had ploys no tomement, 
1540 For the gret dolour wliych for the kyng hent, 



which was. never- 
thelosa. honestly 
done. No bUme 
attached tu those 



TTThich At mortall deth was ther prcfontly. 
' ' But not-withfbandyng honeftly was don 
Tlio mariago And weddyng grcabilly ; 
1544 Blame no reprocho cortes nodith non 



AND URIENS MARRIES ERMTNEE. 
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Tho melled of thes dede paffed and gon ; 
So wyll was this thing At poynt don pat 
At which time ther was full noble array 



who were hnsy 
about that m»t- 

So wyll was this thing At poynt don pat day, ter: 



1548 A ppertaynyng wel to A kinges dede. 

-^^ At thys manage was nobles f ul many, 
Of fondry townes peple in that ftede, 
knightes, laydes, damycelles worthy, 

1552 yonge Squiers, And maydens goodly, 

Where-wM thys faid fefte grotly gan honour, 
Wliich ther daunced At that tyme and hour. 

Ryght* thus the peple merily ioyng 
*^^w As off the good rule noyfed of thaim to, 

Of the efpoufe full nohle gouemyng. 
And of the good lordes renomyng alfo.^ 
Anon was f he made vnto hedde go, 
15G0 For vriens wold in no wyfe tary. 

With hir went to bedde As man ful haftly. 



for many nobles, 
knighta. ladles, 
damsels, and 
squires, honoured 
themaniaice 
feast, and danced 
thereat. 



[FoL S4 5.1 
Thus Joyed the 
people on account 
of tho good rule of 
those two, vlg., of 
the bride and 
Uilens. 



r 



[*N that night Greffon ther engendred was, 
Oflf whom I fhall declare, outre, and lay ; 
1564 Which in payny conquered hye And has. 
Grot feignories And contrees that day, 
And of Colcis quitte the contre Alway, 
Where playnly no man in no wife paffe myght 
15G8 Many merueles of trought cam ther ryght. 



E^ 



Their flrstbom 
was named 
Greffon. who 
conquered many 
countries, indud- 
Ing Colchis, 



^Very moneth twenty And mo. 
An He was ther had full fair to deuife, 
Wheron conquered was the flees tho, 
1572 Wliich conqucfte was made hy medee auifo,* 
By lafon Away it bering fuch wife, 
he it conquered by the hy prudence 
Off medee the fair, And by liir fcience ; 

* In the margin, [Ty]t/en hiftig of \^Cip]re hy ermyne [Ay]» w^ 
hathe a hoy \car\led gryffmu 

* MS. " mcdccauifc.** 



whore was an 
isle, In which the 
golden fleece was 
gained by Jason, 
with the aid of 
Medea. 



60 



DEEDS OF OREFFON, BON OF URIENS. 



toJ'mudi^JtaJe^to ^^^^ TT^ ^^^^ ^^^® ^^^^ be it to rehere here. 

■*- ho in-to thys boko thys mater draw wohl, 
The moruailles huge had i» that illo there, 
A thoufand ther hau[e] fall, come, and unfold 
1580 A thoufand fayn, A thoufand tymes told, 
As wele opin plain As faid by ftraitnelfe ; 
Out of my mater iffue fhold expreffe. 



tell ftU that story. 
I thoold then be 
Roing adde fhnn 
the matter in 
hand. 



rFoL 8&] 
Greflbn wm qnlck 
and ready In war, 
and conqnerrd 
many places. At 
last he came to 
TripoUin, 



which he assailed 
and took. Thus 
he acquired laud, 
honour, and 
praise. 



Uriens Is crowned 
king of Cyprus. 
His wife's uncle 
is king of 
Armenia. 



Thin king of 
Armenia dies, to 



Off thys He to fpeke thys tyme fhall I refte, 
*^w* And vnto Greffon retom here mo fhalL 

Greffon with fwerdes fors was redy and prefte, 
Off maree the prince, chef. And principall ; 
After the porte yaffe, conquered he alL 
1588 So Aboute went purfchafling dayly. 

That the uaillant Cite of Triple cam by ; 

BI hys huge proweffe went it to affaill 
In ryght werly wyfe, For manly was in 
brefto, 
1592 That both his pcnon And baner fanfaill 
Put within the town, fo making conqueftc. 
Neuer At no day taried ne refte, 
That he [nej went by land And by ffeo, 
1596 laude, honour, preiling fo conque'^d ho. 

Off hym we fhall refte And tary now, 
And to our purpos here retom fhall wo 
Off vriens, kyng which is full know, 
1600 And crounyd lorde of Cipreffe was he. 

Vncle^ to hys wif, the king of hermyne ; 
When hir Fader in lif was being, 
Brother to hym was of hermyne the kyng. 

1604 rjlhys full noble kyng of Amiiniens 

■*- In his days was man of grott goodneffe, 

' In the margin, kynge of Aermy[w«] vfikuU to vriens^ hrother to 
her fa[thcr.^ 
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But Ay myght not be in liflfes oxiftence : the great mitow 

of his Babjecta, 

Tho feble and fbronge dethe takyth exprefle. many of whom 
1608 Ther ware hys peple full of houyneffe, 
With that forow had many mortalite, 
For whyle he regned, well ruled the contra 

Adouthter he had gentile And full fayr, (Foi 35 6.) 
A more gentelere was ther non then fhe, hiBoni^heir;^" 

Off hym difcended was non other hayir. Ameuians aend 

A concell ther hold off the hermyns fre que»ttogurien« 

That thay wold fend to ciproffe contre, brother guj. ' 
1616 Requiring the kyng that hys brother Guy 
Sol[d] fend in-to ther region only, 



A" 



nd ^ he fhold haue that gentile damycell who thooid have 
To hys wedded wife, flourye the fair. piourie, to'wife. 

1620 Thay thys ordinaunce Amonge thaim held ful '^Ttec^ 
wele; 
To Cipreffe cam thes meffyngers debonair, 
Wit^ut tarying or Any retrair 
Vn-to the kyng declaryng ther meffage, 
1624 For euery off thaim was full wyfe And fage. 



w 



rith full gret ioy refceyued thaim the kynge, uHen* ukes 
And tham fefbed wonder nobilly. S^!ild*ihe'"y 

When thes nouelles vriens knowyng IS^d uf^J^nf at 

1628 Off the fayr debonair, the gentile floury, *'°**- 

Off hys barons toke concell haftily. 
Thay All accorded* And to hym thay Daid, 
That hys brother ihold fend vrith pam jMtt braid. 

1 632 fllhat thys thyng were done hafted he bigly ; Gny aioees to the 
-L Guye after fend. Accorded All ther-to ship, and an-ivti 

That which vriens commaunded hym only. 
Into ffo thay went with moche peple tho, 

» MS. "AAnd." « MS. "occorded." 
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OUT MARRIB3 FLOURIE OF ARMENIA. 



[Fol. 90.] 
DtaembArking. he 
■oon meets tioine 
lords, who receive 
hlm^adly: uid 
niMTles Flourie. 



Mid l> king of tlu» 
oountry: aothat 
two bruthen are 
onoo more kin^B 
of Armenia and of 
Cyprus. 



The two kings 
aided tboso who 
were descended 
fkvm them, and 
the people of 
Rhodes toa 
They had many 
children. 



and ruled well, 
trampllug under 
foot those who 
annoyed them. I 
will now turn to 
Raymond and 
Mclusine. 



1636 Off Armee doubty, noblo, And gentile, lo ! 
Ariued thai were In hermeny, 
Whor enherite f hold the full fair floury. 

AT erthe difcendcd, fo tliay forth going, 
*x, *w lorctys of contro contring thaim Again, 

With A wilfull hort full gentilly refcepijTig, 
And ioyufly brought forth thys fouerayn. 
Off hys comyng gret ioy had fortayn, 
1644 All tho eftates made hym full gret fefte ; 
he maried floure w/t^out other rofte,* 

Tho king After was of all the centre, 
Thes to ReAvmes put As thay befom were. 
1648 To brothers Afom of trouth had it be. 
So ben thay now in to brothers powere. 
By fader and moder, in like manere. 
Thes kynges to regned, As it is fayd, 
1652 And thor tyme ftrongly gan thay aid 

rrV> tho which of thaim difcendod were ; 
J- As I underftande, tho of rotles to, 
Tliat in mifchef ye know. And uifitc there. 
1656 Full many children had thes brothers tho. 
Which leuid till thay were largo woxcn, lo ! 
Many fair dodes iw ther tyme thay wrought. 
That felo paynymes to difcomfiturc brought 

1660 A fler diceflfe of ther fader good, 

-^ Which vnto tham both gentill iiider wius, 
Ther Rewmes ruled well while in lif ftood, 
And ther noyours underfote put bas. 

1664 Fro thaim to ther fader torn wyll by grace, 
As vnto Raymounde And fair melufigne, 
Ther noble moder with all honour dygne. 

* In the margin, Guy marydjhu[re] hjnge ofhermp[ne] dogter^ 
^ y» ky[ng'] hymfelf. 



RAYMOND AND MELU8INB REJOICE. 
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W. 



len that thay hiude the nouelles And tiding [Foi 86 h.] 

_ _ When these heard 

1668 ' ' Off ther fones too, goode, fair, and gentill, of the •access of 

their two sons. 

now conquered had to gret Kowmes hauyng ; 
Wherefor thay fayd the fept pfabulmes until 
The kyng of glorie, enpreifing with vos fhill, 
1672 By whom thai haue had the huge victory, 
And conquered ther foes many ; 



they said the 7 
Psalms to the 
King of Glory. 



A' 



Nd that in fo gret honoures put he 
That Ayther of thaim claymed is A kyng, 
1676 And of fogettes loued in eche degro, 
Then was fhe fette in defy[r]ing 
Our lord for to feme, hertly hym thankyng. 
Thys noble lady called Melufine, 
1680 As for the helth of hir foulo deuine, 



because each of 
them wsa called a 
king. Moreover 
Meluslne, for her 
soul's health. 



Tl 



bys fair Melufine, wilAout tarying, 
Of our lady A minftre fourged fhe 
Which was ful fair, gladfom in feing ; 
1684 hit edefied Melufine the fre. 

And full richely it founded to fe ; 
Thorough All peiters, hy hir owne deuyfe. 
Many churches foimded in glorious wyffe. 



bnllt a minster to 
Our Lady, and 
founded also 
many other 
churches. 



1688 mo euery place yaff fhe gyftes grett. 

-L Affter Oede hir fon gan fhe to marie 
The fair doughter, of the nohle Erie gett 
For foth Raynold, whych had but on eye, 

1692 Full gret, thikke. And fers wax he wonderly ; 
Anthonye And he parted lufignen fro, 
For peplc went thcns when dined had tho. 



Next she married 
her son Oede to 
the earl's fair 
daughter. 
Raynold and 
Anthony set out 
fh>m Luaignaii. 



169G 



FOr Anthony was ayne and eldefte, fFoi. 37 1 

Tliey noon c*nio 
Towardes Brehain toke he the ftreight way, to Luxemburg. 

Till that luxcmborugh Approchcd ful prefte, 

A famous town of gret renon that day. 
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RATNOLD AND ANTHONY COME TO LUXEMBURG. 



which WM Uien 
being besieged by 
tlie king of Alaftoe, 



whohadneftriy 
taken the town. 
They Mked the 
cauM of the war, 
and find that it 
was for the duke's 
daughter, an 
orphan. 



whom the king of 
Alsace wished to 
marry forcibly. 
The brethren defjr 
the king by a 
herald. 



whereof the king 
is glad, as he is 
fierce and cruel 
From afar the 
brethren per- 
ceired the host, 
armed with 
knives and 
halberds. 



[FoL 37 b.) 
The Lusignans 
attack the foes 
boldly, so that the 



Befom whom many A penon gan difplay, 
1700 The king of Aufoy it befegied had, 

Almofte it toke, wtt^in thay fore Adred. 

11/ hen thes brethren to in feld comyn were, 
» ' The town vnnethes gayn Aufoys myght 
hold; 
1704 Ther Aither of tham had hurt* the manere, 

Wherefor thaim werred thys myghty kyng bold ; 
For A mayden it was that haue wold, 
That wit/iin the towne was gentil, curteys, & 
faire, 
1708 Doughter of A duke,^ Orphelyne debonair. 

BI ftrenght to wife haue wold hir the kyng, 
Remeue wold he noght thys faid Cite fro 
Til the dukes doughter he were hauyng. 
1712 But Anon cam A-place thes bretherin to, 

Which with thaim brought A wonder huge hoft 

tho, 
Vnto thys faid kyng fend thay diffiance, 
By An heraude of theres that infbance. 

1716 TTTherof the king was ioyus And glad, 

^ » For he was lufti, yonge, fers, and cruell ; ' 
A-ferrome thay perceyued the ftrenglit had, 
Seing the baneres with the wynde ful wel, 

1 720 Which blew thaim A-lofto with many A pcnfell. 
Of Army peple feing grett fufon, 
With Cuftiles And Gifarmes manyon ; 

Then thay ftafte thaim, putt in-to ordinance, 
j.,^^ Groyng to fmyte ther enemies uppon, 

huge noyfe and crye Aifembled that infbance. 
The lulignens went, fafte crying tham on ; 



» "hurd" (?) 



2 MS. "guke/ 



THB POITEVINS DEFEAT THE MEN OF AI^ACE. 
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To-geders dreuing cam with gret landon, 
1728 And when thay cam the Affemhle to, 

The erth made thay to tremble and quake tho. 

Ther entre-femhling don wonder ferfly ; 
A gret Abafhment was it tho being ; 
1732 Aufoys peityuyns affailing bigly, 

Peiteuyns vppon Aufoys fafte knakking, 
Manyon ther flayn, mortally deyng ; 
Ay en luflgnens crying* were Ful fafte, 
1736 " Thejffes Aufoys ! byde our fwerdes taste, 



F 



lOr efcape no wyfe mow ne fhal ye noght ! " 
Ther army dedes the peiteuyns gan do, 
Fro fele bodies pertid the foule in brought. 
1740 Then thes brethren, ech by thaim-self, tho, 
So ful werrely wrought, can noght be faid, lo ! 
Off fide and other fo departed there, 
That the peiteuyns Aufoys gan conquere. 



earth trembles at 
their encounter. 



The men of Alsace 
assail the 
Poltevlns, who 
hammer at them * 
In return. The 
Lusignans bid 
their foes abide 
the taste of their 
■words. 



The two brethren, 
each hj himself, 
behare In so war- 
like a manner, 
that their men 
are the viotors. 



1744 A Nthony the kyng toke with handes to, in Anthony's 

-^ In his hand he femyd hym no-thyng, "seemed* "* 

hym wold he haue flayn, but he yilde hym tho, JSth^ receives 
A-non hys fwerd forth-wtt^ prefenting. 

1748 When Anthony faw to hym fo yilding, 

he hym refceyued And his fwerd gan take ; 
And tho the Aufoys gret flight gan to make ; 



his sword In token 
of submission. 



[Fol. 38.] 



But peyteuyns Full ny gan thaim to few, ^^ p^,^^.,^^ 

And Raynold ffcrongly full fafte gan to fight, p"""« "»• "«" "' 

" '^ " ^ ^ ' Alsace till they 



175 

Many ther were flayn And fele gan fubdew, 

The Aufoys takyng all And flayn don-right. 

Raynold was full fage. And wel taught perfight, 
1756 In like wyfe was hys brother Anthony, 

Full gentill And connyng vnto mannys eye. 



are all token and 
slain. 



* MS. "cryng," e being mis- written for e, and i omitted. 
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ANTHONY AND RATNOU) ARE WELCOMED, 



Anthony And 
Bajnoldtake 
their esM in thslr 
tento, and tend liz 
knlirhu. with the 
eaptlre king, to 
th« fiUr maiden. 



11/ here that day thay toke to eafe thaim furely 
» » As for ther repare in the tentes and place. 
1760 In-to the town After fend quikly 

To fe if thay were reioed in thys cace ; 

knightes fixe made go vnto the good grace 

Off thys fair mayden, hire to prefent the kyng, 
1764 Ther thens departyd, lenger noght byding ; 



The fiUr creature 
tnqoires who are 
the two noble 
lords who luve 
thus come to her 



Ana««lkni*bt 
telle her they are 
the"eoneof 
Lnsicnjui;'* end 
that their namee 
are Anthony and 
Reynold* 



[FoL S8 6.] 
She is rery grate- 
ful for their 
services, and ex- 
presses a wish to 
counsel with them 
ere they go. 



She tells her 
council she shall 
invite the 
brethren and 
their host into the 
town. 



rjThe kyng prefented to thys fair creature, 
-*• vnto do vfi\h hym at hir owne plefance. 
Then thys fayr mayden, fref h f happe of figure, 
1768 Which was full gentile, Fair, fwet of femblance, 
And to tho faid which had hir in gouernance, 
" Fro whens comith this noble lordes thys hour. 
That me thys day han don fo gret honour ? " 



* THTAdame," faid on which was an Aged knight. 



1772 **' 

IWI 

" With A herty will ye fhal know gladly \ 
Thes bene the fones of lufignen ryght ; 
Men thaim fo name, certes, by ther cry, 
1776 That on of thaim is called Anthony, 

And that other hath vnto name Eaynold, 
To full myghty men, manly And full bolde." 



1780 



rjlhys Fair mayden laid, " god off his mercy 
-■- Off ther focour tliara thanke for hys hy 

pufance. 
For me haue thay don dedes Full worthy. 
What fo I haue fhall be to ther plefance. 
For ther confell wrought and good gouernance, 
1784 With tham fhall I concell, er thay goo. 
Off all thyngis that I haue to do." 

ryihen f he ther demaunded hir concell ; 
-L After commaimdyng thes brethren come 
hir to, 
1788 lenger myght not fhe it withold well. 
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And with ther hofte fhall' come logo alfo, 
In thys faid towne ther herhigage haue tho, 
And in efpeciall the Barons mofte hy. 
1792 hyr peple faid, " it fhal bene done truly." 



T 



lOward thes brethren went thay forth anon, The me«engers 

.1 «• « 1 find the brethren 

Within the tentes merily tham founde, in the wng-s 

In place where was the kyngys pauilon they hMi found 

1796 For time that the fege was hold in )>at ground. udhMidit- 

Ther founde thay I-now of goodes pat ftounde, the soidien. 
But of it thay wold take ryght no-thjrng, 
But to men off annes All was yeuyng. 

1800 TTThat-fomeuer thing in that place was founde, when the 

' * FjTfte gaf to tho gret. After fmal vnto. Li«Jmbwi ha? 

When fro luxemborugh where come fat ftounde pariiion. they 

Thes meffengers Ful Apertly tho, measa^e to the 
1804 Ther melfage fagely And wightly gan do 

To thes to brethren off full huge proweffe 

Fro the part off thys lady And meftreffe.* 

rjlhes* brethren to refcejaied tham humbly, [Foi. 30.1 

1808 -L Byght fo As thay k[n]ew full wel for to do. themhumwy. 

-rwi-i 1 /*► 1 n 1 •! ^'^ meaeenneni 

When thes meffyngers vnderftod uerily receive their 

Answer, and ftt 

All thare Anfwer, no longer taried tho, once 600 knighu 

_ />«! 11 1 ^^ o*** ^ lodge 

That of thes knightes fife himdred and mo within the town. 
1812 Went thaim to loge there, were noght dangerous, 
knowing that ther was al thyng plenteuous. 



T 



Ihe hoft<3S marfchall lefte thai bat iyiftancc, The brethren 



leare thefar 

Ther foricers* A-fom can to fend "marBhAis" 

'^ ° with the m*ln 



1816 For ther hoftes to make ordinance, army, and send 

their forafrers on 



before them. 



» MS. "fhoU." 

' At the bottom of the page is the catchword—" Thes brethren 
to refce}iicd.'* 
5 MS. "Thyes." * MS. " forigers." 
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CHRISTIAN FEASTS THE BRETHREN. 



Erery pUtce and 
cmoB-way are 
filled with peopla 



The nobles of the 
city eonrey the 
brethren to the 
eaetle. The 
maiden arrires 
thither: her 
name is Chriatian. 



Sheisaceom- 
panied by many 
ladiee.both 
married and 
maiden, who re* 
ceiye the brethren 
nobly. 



[FoL SO h.] 
A feast is pro- 
Tided : they wash 
their hands, and 
sit in order; the 
kini; of Alsace 
highest, Anthony 
next, and Raynold 
and three barons 
next 



A more '* honest " 
feast was never 
seen. After 
dinner they 
washed their 
hands ; and. grace 
l>ring said. 



Of whome the Inftmineiites founded at end, 
Off luxembonight entre moche to commende ; 
No place ther bad, neither carfonkes non, 
1820 But peple fhold fe ther come many one, 

TO the foimde that thes inflrumentes gan 
make ; 
The nohles and gentiles comyng thaim agayno. 
Tho mofte worthieft thes hrethren gan take, 
1824 Ynto the caHel conueing thaim certayn. 
To thys affemhle peple cam ful fayn, 
Where appered thys criftin creature, 
Whiche cnftian was named, be ye fure. 



1828 



rjTher Acompanied was fhe noght ill 
i. C 



Of laides had ful gret company, 
Wtt^ noble damyfelles longing hir until, 
Als of tho maried As of maidens many. 
1832 Thai thes brethren refceyued nobilly, 
And ful fagely lyght fo As thay fhold, 
Ther vitail redy As to plefiie haue wold, 

With-out tariyng to wafh ther handes went ; 
After went to litte ther ceriatly. 

Sche made thaim ther A ful fayr fight to bent. 
The kyng of Aufoy fette was he mofte by ; 
After the brother to Raynold, Anthony, 
1840 After thre gret baroims of the fame place, 
Enmyddes tham Raynold ther fette wace. 

Ther tho had was An excellent fefte, 
A more honefber nouer fayn wit/i eye, 
1844 Of vitail and als wines of the bcfb ; 
The peiteuyns were at cafe merily. 
When dined thay had, ther bander wafh clenly ; 
The tables rayfed After tho anon, 
1848 And graces faide with grot deuocion, 



THE KINO OF ALSACE CLAIMS HIS RANSOM. 
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Ts 



be kyng of Aufoys to thes "brethren to 
Said, " I am your prefoner thys infbanco, 
In your handes take at thys ioumay, lo ! 
1852 I you here befech to make ordinance, 
In fuch wyfe I may be put to finance." 
Anthony hym faid in fiayr, " lord and knight, 
Our prefoner be ye noght of right ; 



the king said to 
the two brethren. 
" I am your 
priaoner. aud ask 
to be pat to 



1856 TTEro haue we done And fhewid curtefTy, 
-LL Where to wrongoufly uillanous ye doo, 
To thys noble damicel and lady. 
Owr dedes we haue put now hir vnto, 

1860 your body we haue yeuyn hir alfo ; 

Now by hir mofto be all the ordinance, 
Other-wyfe ryght noght but to hir plefance. 



Anthony re])llea 
that they have 
been as courteous 
as he has been 
▼lllanous, aud 
that they now 
put his lioily in 
the lady's power. 



IN hir fbandeth all your deliuerance, 
*ww* Or elles your deth without doubt Any " — 



[Fol. 40.1 
because he had 
annoyed her 
wickedly. But 

(When the kync it hurd, in hort had noifance) — the fWr laiiy at 

.^ o / / ^^^ without anjr 

" for that ye haue hir noyed wekkidly." prompting. 



Forfoth tho anon fpake thys fayr lady, 
1868 (Neuer concelled by mannys langj^o, 

For f he was well thaught, inly wife and fagc), 



M 



I lordes, f ho faid, " I thank you hortly returns thanks to 

. the two lords, and 

Of honour and fenuce that ye haue mo do ; says in return 

that she loaves 

1872 But by my feith As to that dede furely the king at their 

dlsiMwal, as she 
cculd not 
"guerdon" them 



Off kyng Aufoys, I wyll not ordayn, lo ! 
he is yours, I leue hym you vnto ; 
here all that I haue you* gyf you thys day, 
1876 For you to guerdon^ certes can ne may. 



And hepcs of gold had in trefory, 
That which ye haue yuftorday mo do, 
By your gracious noble chiualry. 



if she had hrap^ of 
gold. The king's 



• "i"(?) 



' MS. "grucrdon." 
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HE SUBMITS HIMSELF TO CHRISTIAN. 



life and death are 
therefore In their 

POWM*. 



They answer, " If 
BO. he nhall hare a 
quit-claim of us. 
proTided he kneel 
down here 
debonairly, and 
cry you mercy. 



[Fol. 40 h] 
and swear he will 
never do you 
annoyance, dis- 
turbance, or 
damaffe. The fair 
maitien sweetly 
oonaeuta. 



The kinir is Ml 
uliul. and cries 
uiercy at once. 
She acoordinfriy 
ainsents to his 
fkvedom. 



The kinff next 
criw with a loud 
voice, that he 
should be glad to 
hare such 
chivalrous men 
for neighbours. 



1880 In you lyth hys lif, And his deth alfo. 
Xo other thyng f lial I do thor-to ; 
So to your gooilneffo am I bounde & hold." 
hir wordes hiirde Antony and Riiynolde, 

1884 rphai hir anfwering, "lin yo wyll do fo, 

A Of V8 f hal ho haue A quite-cla}Tne fully, 
With-that he Amend tliat he hath mifdo. 
Tlien here f hall he knele fiU debonerly, 

1888 here Afom vs al, criing you mercy 

Of trefpas and wronges he hath done here ; 
And vppon hys feith tndy you to fwere 

rjlhat neuer you il after thys flial doo, 
1892 -L No noifance, diftourbance, neither demagc ; 
Surcte And hoftage fhall you take vnto." 
Thys fair niaden faid w/t/i full fwet langage, 
" Kyght As ye haue faid, it pleafith my corago ; 
189G Vnto you I wyll Agre in all thyng, 
As ye wyll, fo wyll I, by confenting." 



mil 



Ihe kyng was fidl glad, ioyng merily, 
For he trowed wel exiknl to be. 
1900 To thys lady went, cr^iig hir mercy, 
lyke-wyfe As was faid by Anthony fre. 
Thys womaiUy th}Tig tlier rcfcc}^iod fhe, 
Ryglit As it j)leafid thor thys bretlircn to, 
1904 She Accordid in femblc wyfc tho. 

TTTTien the kyng had made hys otlie & fwrete, 
' » Tlicn fiU lowde he fpake And ful 
hautaynly, 
And fayd the Barons, " ful gla<l mow ye* be 
1908 yif fuch a neighbour puruely myght I 
As on of you to to haue uerily. 
Which bene fo chiiudrous in your doing. 
Ami which for to do is prcifable thyng. 
» " myght I '» (?) 



ANTHONY MARRIES CHRISTIAN. 
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1912 QEith here now thys plefant debonair 
^^ Gentile Criftian, thys nobyle ducheffe. 
Which holdeth contrees and rentes fair ! 
Anthony, me hire befech your hinefTe, 

1916 ye don haue gret curtefy and gentilnelTe, 
EUt is gret refon ye were fatefied 
Off your ful good will don And Applied. 



Mid he bid* 
Anthony look 
on the pleasant 
Christian, this 
duchess, with fair 
rents, and eon- 
sider that It Is 
reasonable that 
he should be 
repaid for his 



I fay thys to ende that it myght be wrought 
..,-w As that we App[r]oche that I thenke fully, 
Ryght noble Barons, fin wel I haue thought,' 
To my femyng, Criftian might mary 
As to be yeuen vnto Antoni. 
1924 A man no better myght hit employ nay-where, 
For this knight is A worthi baculere."* 



[FoL 41.] 
He thinks that 
Christian miffht 
be given to 
Anthony, as he is 
so worthy a 
bachelor. 



0' 



^ff luxembrough the Barons and eche lord. The bMrons and 
Thay fayng, ''ful wel here hath faid the burgappuud 

. „ him: and the 

Xyng. marriage-feast is 

held, and lasted 

1928 All Agreablo fete in one Accorde, for eight days. 

To thys werke the kyng was thaim there faing. 

The manage had with all the weddyng,' 

Which endured eight days plenerly, 
1932 Ther had iouftes and tomementes myghty. 



There ioufted tho ful nobilly the kyng. 
At eight days ende finifhed the fefte, 
Then euery man redy fafte haftyng 
193G To go And leue take of tho femyng beft. 
Anon ther cam, w/t^out bode or refte, 
A meffenger, ftreight faft As he myght goo, 
Which longing was the king of Brehayne to. 



The feast ended, 
eraymanls 
about to take 
leave, when a 
messenger arrives 
tnm the king of 
^ehiiyne, 



» MS. " thoiught." » MS. "baiulere." 

* In the margin, Antony y« [duke] of luxenb[ourffh] by marry' 
[ iny] Cnjflyne^ eyr yexof. 
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NEWS CX>ME8 THAT THE SARACENS 



with a letter to 
the king of 
AlsMe. H»Tliig 
rrad the letter, he 
begins to sigh iind 
weep tendeiijr ; 
and. being asked 
thei 



1940 



[FoL 41 6.] 
■aythehaahad 
hard newi; that 
the Saracens hare 
bealegt^ a town 
in Brehayne. and 
that he piUee the 
king hiB brother. 



Anthony listens 
to Us appeal, and 
bids him not be 
discomforted; for 
that he wiU send 
his brother aid; 



and that Raynold 
shonld go and slay 
the Saracens. The 
king hereupon 
pledges his life 
that Raynold 
shall marry his 
niece: 



rpO the kyng of Aufoys lettres he brought 



Anon the gate opened h}Tn \Tito, 
Forth-wtt/i J)e kyng hrake thes ftrange lettres 

wrought. 
As fone As he had raddo thes letters tho, 
19-44 There gan he to figh and fowghid for wo, 
And Als for to wej)e rj'ght ful tenderly ; 
Then thes brethren to demaunded for why 

That he weped fo, And wat tydinges he hade. 
Vnto tham he fayd, " refte wil noght to tell ; 

Full ill me is come, hard nouelles and fad ;' 
Befegyd haue the farj'fins cruell 
In Brehayne wit^ the tiranny fell. 
1952 Off my brother kyng haue I gret pete, 

Which fore difpleafith and hurteth foule me. 



F 



^Or your lordys fake, take therof pete, 
And if it you pleafe to hys focour goo, 
1966 I thynke it deferue atwixfb you and me.** 
When Anthony underftode hys wordes tho, 
Fidl goodly he fai<l thys hy kjTig ^^lto, 
"Sir,** ho fayd, "for thys be not difcomfort; 
1960 My brother you ful wel fhal recomfort. 



F 



jlOr certes Eaynold my brother fhal go, 
My good knightes wtt^ hym fhal he bring, 
And your brother put Away fro wo, 
1964 Ther many Sarifins fhal bo deing.'* 

** 1 thanke you hertly,** to hjTn fay<l the kyng ; 
" I Affermo And plegge here \'ppon my life, 
My brothe[r]3 doughter fhal ho haue to w^'fe ; 

1968 "Oaynold fhal fo enploed be and fette, 

-^*' Tlien in your brother better may noght be ; 
So god me aydo, he fhal hir haue without lette 



MS. "fayd." 



ARB INVADING BOHEMIA. 
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After my brother, kyng of hy degre ; 
1972 And he fhal goueme noble Brehayne ; 
For non other hoir hath non my brother, 
But only hir ; ne may haue non other." 



uid, after hU 
brother's death, 
raccecd as king of 
Brehayne; as his 
brother had no 
heir bat this one 
daughter. 



1976 



11/ hen Antony vnderfbode thys nouell, 
» ' 3¥hich was f lU fayr and inly gracyous, 
To the kyng he faid hautaynly and wel, 
" Go hens, ye noble king vertuous, 
your hofbe Affemble with peple plenteuous, 
1980 Al your ful hofbe vnto pat place bryng, 
Within thys Auynfime' be ye retomyng. 



M' 



IFol. 41.1 
Anthony bids the 
king go and 
assemble his 
army, and retnm 
again to Luzcm- 
burg within a 
fortnight: 



for there shonld. 
Baynold meet 
him. He himself 
also (Anthony) 
would appear 
there. The king 
hastily deparU, 



[I peple ye fhall finden al redy, 
Noght ouer ferre, but ny by fhall ye ; 
1984 Raynold my brother to you fhal come truly, 
.In propre perfone me ther fhal ye fee." 
The king hym thanked goodly As myght t)e, 
Fro thens departed he ful haftly tho, 
1988 hys peple to Aflemble &ft gan to go. 

ANd when AiTembled hys peple hade, and soon returns 

Then forth-wM As fone As he goodly with*sJi'hto°'* 

- people. He next 

mygnt, sends a mesm;nger 

To luxemborugh A retom he made, "' 

1992 And then to that place came hys peple raid 

A noble Baronage hauyng ther to fight ; 
Then ho made to come A meffengere 
Fro king Aufoys to Anthony there ; 



1996 TTThich ther cam tho in ful noble aray, 

» » With A f hil vols faid to duke Anthony, 
" Sir, I pray your lord you falute thys day ; 
The king of Aufoy And hys company 



to ray that he 
was all ready to go 
to Brehayne. and 
that his hosts 



* Sec noto. 
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DUKE ANTHONY AND THE KINO 



were beneath the 2000 here comith to go to Brebavno hafbly : 

town in the fleldt. ° ^ ^ ' 

By-nethes ar thai in the {Ayr medew, 
Wit^ fill noble company hym to few." 



[Fol. 42 6.] 
Dnke Anthony 
■ajn he is wel- 
come: and telle 
Bajmold that the 
king of Alsace is 
eome, and he 
must find his 
annyirood 
lodging 



sad make them 
take their ease. 
Raymond obeys, 
and all is weU 
provided. 



The king departs 
to Lazemburg to 
see the duke. 
A great feast is 
made, tlie ]iar- 
ticulars of which 
I noeil not 
reheame. 



Anthony makes 
all ready to go to 
the aid of the 
king of Brohayne. 
The number of 
the two hosts 
was. in all, 30.000. 



2004 



nnhe duke hym fayd, " welcom fhall he be." 



Raynold forth he fend, mofte no lenger 
byde. 
Eaynold cam Agayne, ther taried noght he ; 
Sir Anthony fayd, " brother, goth thys tyde ; 
Into thys faire medew forth mofb ye glyde, 
2008 For ther is comyn king Aufoys roiall, 

Makyng to loge hys peple gret And fmall, 



ff 



[is panilon piche vnto Auantage ;' 
To that done was he inly fage and wyfe. 
2012 let tham take ther eafe after ther corage, 

Then make the kyng come of hys hye emprifc." 
hys commaundement Raynolfd] gan Auife, 
And it was wel don to hertis plefance, 
2016 The Aufoys loged wel with all circumftance. 

rphe kinge departed and for* thaim toke leue, 
-■- Towardes luxemborough thys ftvid duk went, 
The town entred in, ther foimde, in breue, 
2020 Gret feft thaim Among was to all entent ; 
After at borde fet conuenyent 
Of ther diner and fayr leue here I f hal, 
For hit nedith noght As to rehors All. 

2024 A nthony Anon made tho all redy, 

-^^ Such peple As were ther in that contre, 
he hauyng ther A noble company 
As to aid the k}Tig tho of Brehaigno ; 

2028 Nombred thay were thirty thoufando fre, 
Ther thes hoftes too full AiTcmbled were, 
And full gret honour to-geders can here. 



MS. ** A uantagc." Fr. text, " daua;itaige." 



"fro" (.5) 



OF AI^ACE SET OUT FOR BOHEMIA. 
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N 



Oble felowf hip ther A man f hold fe ; [FoL la) 

I « The dnke bad m 

2032 -^^ As moche peple the dukeAB had thekyni?. many men m the 

kinic. Ere the 

When that to-ceders thay made afTemble, dnke departs, the 

fairChrtaUan 
calls him. and 
beseeches him 



In euery parte the grounde fafte tiemblyng. 
But er that made fro thens departing, 
2036 Thys fayr Criftian called Anthony, 

Sayng, " you befeche, fouerayn lord hy, 



mh 



Ihat it myght you pleafe me do fuch honours ^f^^^^^^^ 
That ye the Armes wold fouchefafe to here ^'"T*'"?' *"** 

•^ no other blason. 

2040 Off luxemborugh ; noght put non houre 
Other blafon, you befeche, to were." 
" My fair fwet loue," Anthony gan Anfwere, 
" Accorde fhal I noght your wyll ther-vnto, 

2044 But Another thyng for-fothe fhall I doo. 



Anthony says he 
will not exactly 
do that, but 
propoaei 



V 



[N whatfomeuer place, lo ! that we be, 
^The fhild fhal I here of A lyon, 
Vppon my armure, plenerly to fe ; 
2048 That Armys wyl haue ; other wyl I non ; 
For that when I was bom thys wordle on, 
A hurt of A lyon tho I gan to here, 
Vppon my lawe fbrongly appering there. 



always to bear on 
his shield a Hon, 
because that, 
when he was 
bom into the 
world, he had on 
his Jaw a mark 
like that made by 
a lion's daw; 



2052 "fTThere-of the peple Abaffhed was fore. 
^ ' Alfo your plefire certes fhal I doo*, 
And fulfill your wj-ll days euer-more." 
She faid, " I you thanke full hertyly, lo ! 

205G For yf the Afure bo put Away fro, 
^ly hole Armys fhal ye hero furely, 
Both yourc armys And thes fame only, 



with this excep- 
tion, he will do 
her plnuure. 
She thanks him, 
and says that, 
exreptinff the 
asure. he can bear 
both his own 
arms and hers. 



rFol. 43 h] 
which were the 



Which ben Anncs ryght full Aunc/on." 
Thcs Anncs he toke And thara gan to here, ^t'Z^n^, ,ie 



And fo AiTortod thaim rj'ght thys to gon. 
(Jf this fair lady toke ho his leue there, 



acconliuffly 
aworU them, and 
takes hisjotu-ney 
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THE KINO OF CRACOW'ti INVASION. 



to Brehajme at 
fUUa 



Ikrula In pMMd, 
and Almalgne: 
and Brehayne Is 
toon reachwL 
I most now ipcak 
of the erll 
Pajmima 



Then fro ther logis thar* dreffyd tho were, 
2064 Towardo Brehaigno went thai faft dreujTig ; 
Euery Afore other went fleing, 

PAifyng fo Baueres And alfo Almayn, 
Suche progreffe forth made ouer the contre, 
2068 By huge loiimays, ualoy and montayn, 

Till thay Approched the land of Brehaigwe. 
At thar owne defyre ther made thay entre, 
Now fhal I fay of paynymes tlie felons, 
2072 Which werred dayly thys fayd Breliaignons. 



Th« king of 
Cracow was 
mighty and 
■trong. and with 



mh 



great war agaluat 
the Brehaignona 



One day the king 
of Brehayne. 
whose name waa 
Fodrls. armed 
himself for a 
■ally, and bade 
the gates be 
thrown open; 



fPoL 44.1 
bnt the Saracens 
beat these free 
knights, over- 
whelming them 
with the number 
of their men. 



Ihe king of Craquo^ mighty And ftrong was, 
Werryng ful bigly the Brchaignons thoo, 
Withe hym Efclauons many Iiad aplace, 
2076 So as* we haue founde in old fcriptnre, lo ! 
For of that lande was lorde and fyre alfo. 
To Brehaignons ful gret werre he made, 
On A day he went, to fcannifh* with thaim fad, 

2080 A flTome Brehaigne without hodelneffe. 

-^^ There hym perceyued the king of Brehaigne, 
And ther thought difplay his baner expreffe, 
Fedris, which held that Rewmo And centre ; 

2084 ArmjTig h}Tn ryght fafte, taking his helnio fro. 
When with his armure couerj-d he was, 
Ther the gates made opon* And unbras ; 

Flo town ilTued his peple And he ; 
^v,v,v. OS noble peple had he full many. 

And the Sarifins bete thes knightes fre, 
Many ther cafte done And mocho peple fly, 
But fuch ftore was of Efclauons only, 
2092 That we can not put tham As in writing, 

Oflf whom Brehaignons were rj'ght fore doubtyng. 

» ••thai" (?) ' MS. "Traquo." » MS. "os." 
* See Note. » Sic in MS. 



THE KINO OF BOHEMIA IS SLAIN. 
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Efclauons Brehaignons put fore Abake, 
And tham fore chafed A-non to the ende. 
2096 But of luxemborught the duke on gan take, 
He puttyng Away ther huge debate tende. 
Off Brehaignons kyng to fyght* was bende, 
With the Sarilins faught he in eche fide, 
2100 Which his peple had put Abake that tide. 



These men drove 
back the 

Brehaignons. and 
chased them into 
the town. But 
the duke of 
Luxemburg came 
up. while the king 
ofBrehaigue 



B" 



^ut the kyng was noght put Abake only, 
But he had ynow hys life to deffende, 
Here And there oaf te doun, fighting ful manly, 
2104 On all for-fmete, Another to grounde wende. 
As A wyld boor deffendyd hym at ende. 
Eyght As at bay ftode thys manly good knight. 
Full fore were thay hurte whom he Approche 
myght 



was lighting for 
his life, like a 
wild boar at bay. 
smiting and cast- 
ing down his foea. 



2108 "Dut with A f hotte off A launcegay tho 



B 



Bnt by a Javelin 

Thys noble knyght^ imetyn thomgh hys wasraitLn 

•a^ « tlmragh'tbe body 



Full felonefly And cruelly alfo, 
That to mortal deth fill doun fodenly, 
2112 Fro body went the foule ful heuily ; 

To our lord An hy commaunded was fhe, 
For A worthy man certes was he. 



and his sonl was 
eommended to 
God. 



rphere vp ros the cry, As feith the fcripture, 
2116 -'- The Brehaignons wo fore wepte for pite ; 

Tho that myght, ther fled ; but farifins fure 

Thay fued ny, attayning tho gan* fle. 

There fwerdcs gan take, fafte Aboute gan fle, 
2120 Ferfly on tham went whom pat myght attayn. 

Full fafte caft thay doun, And many ther flayn. 



[Fol. 44 h] 
The Brehaignons 
wept sore, and 
ded: but the 
Saracens pursued, 
reaching soon the 
flying troop, and 
slaying them 
fiercely. 



1 MS. " fyght." 
^ MS. "kynght." ^ MS. "gam." 
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THE SARACENS BURN THE DEAD KINO. 



Theflnrwho 
eteapad CMoe 
•ponteg to the 
town, and told 
thesadnewf; to 
the greet grief of 
the eUln king*! 
fklr deughter, 
Eglentine. 



The people rui 
fMt beck into the 
city for fear of the 
Bereeena. when 
they MW their 
Ungdeed. Bot 
the Saracens are 
oveijoyed • 



TTTherof Brehaignons braid and cried, 
' » And tho which might ther be efcaping 
2124 Vnto the town come fpored And hied, 

Declaring thes nouelles of the kyng ; 

Wherof At hert had that gret noyng 

The kynges doughter, named Eglentine, 
2128 Whome All good beute gan fair enlumyne. 

Eglentine, thys kinges doughter fre, 
Off paynymes had gret fere And doubtance. 
The peple ran to town And Cite, 
2132 Tho farilins moche doubted pat inftance, 

When the kyng faw dede, whylom of pufance ; 
Wheroff the farifins had gret ioy tho, 
Criftyng' ther were had be ended And doo. 



and. making a 
great fire with 
buRhee and wood, 
burnt the king's 
body before the 
gate. Those 
within cry and 
grind their teeth. 



2136 rpho A full gret fire thay tende made And hade, 
J- With buffhes And wod makyng it fidl hy, 
Ful ny to Je gate thys faid fire Jat thai made, 
Byfome hys peple the kyng brend truly. 

2140 Marred therof ben tho vrMin Fully, 

Crying And grinting fore w/t/i ther teeth tho, 
But no remedy cowde thay f hap therto, 



[Fol. 46] 
But soon came 
Anthony. Rey- 
nold, and the king 
of Alsace towards 
Brrhaigne. their 
basnets glittering 
like the bright 



The Brehaignons 
had great need of 
succoor, and were 



2144 



FOr non other wyfe ther myght it noglit Ik*. 
But tho cam Anthony And alfo Kaynold, 
Which to paynymes made fautes plento, 
And of Aufoys the noble kyng hold. 
To-Brehaigne-ward cam thes thre told, 
2148 Ther bufhinentes fiiyr refj)len(liling, 

As the bryghty^ fune light and fayr fhinyng. 

A noble thyng was to behold and fc 
To-Brehaigne-ward forth fafte were pafTyng, 
2152 Wliich gret nede had to focour and furete. 



Triftyng" (?) 



2 Sic in MS. 



PBINOB88 BOLENTINE LAMENTS. 
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For gietly thai were thaim ouerpreflini; : •o^ Mtnoiiih^i. 

The Brehaignons went out thaim Fafle truffing, thenuHjUw fcewy. 
Wheroff Brehaigno was Aftoned fore, 
2156 And diffendyd thaim febly euermore. 



0" 



^ff thys Eglentyne had gret difcomforth, 
She had more leuer hacl mortalite. 
" Als ! de<le is," faid, "my failer, my comfort ; 
2160 Fader ne moder haue I noght, penle ! 

here bide And dwell moft, orpheline to fe. 
What now willt thou don, woful Eglentine ? 
To gret heuyneffe ofF-fors mofte thou incline ; 



F" 



Off all my regyon And Re>vTne roLiL 
Als ! caytif ! what f lialt thou now don ? 
In what manor forme gouemo the now f hall ? 
2168 Thy contre fhalt fe put in exile all, 

Diftroed, robbetl, peled, and more wurfe. 
By ille farifins ; god gife thaim his curfe ! 



Erlentlne would 
nthrr liave 1i«t!n 
dead. 8ho 
IftDienU her 
father, and kimwH 
Dot wluit Nhe. an 
(iri>han. will now 
do: 



for now vhf Rcn 
the lU^tnu'tion nf 
all her realm. 
Tlu; Cfiuutry 
wtiulfl l»e niblNHl, 
pilhu.'cd. and 
wonw. by evil 
Saract'us. 



Iwote nere wat to do, neither what to fuy, 
-. . - Ne I may noght to it fhappo remedy ; 
Me mofte here-After our lord to renay, 
And in farifine lau beleuc fully ! " 
Thys complained Eglentine heuily ; 
2176 For farifins ftrong AiTeilede fafte certain 

The cite And town, And ftrongly gan thaim pa>Ti 



fFol. 4;-. h.] 
She Wdulfl hjivo 
to deny our Ii«ini, 
and hflii've in 
Sararen cnHttmis. 
Meanwhile they 
aMMiIe<l the town 
furiuualy. 



rpc 



10 haue it, and take by afTaute that hour. 
Such trowed it to drefTe, which faillod tho ; 
2180 For in lytell whyle, thorngh gmldys labour, 
Er that pay[ny]mes trowid it to do, 
A melfengcro ciim tho l^rehaiguons vnto, 
Entrcd brehaigne without tarying, 
2184 Ful coyly And preualy w/t^in entring. 



and thought to 
take it. Uut Boon 
came a meAsenKor 
Bocretly lnt<» tho 
town uuU» the 
BruhalgnouA. 
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THB PATNIICS ARE IN TERROR. 



aud bade them 
make another 
sally, and look 
out and see the 
king of AlMce 
approachinjr. with 
Anthony and 
Saynold: 



and not to talk of 
death, for the 
Poiterini were at 
hand, so well 
noorlahed with 
meat and wineaa 
to astonith Um 
Paynima. 



T. 



[FoL 4&] 
When the Baront 
of Brehalffne 
heard this, they 
|»raiaeGod. 
Every man takes 
good heart, and 
the8araoenab«giB 
toqoakc^ 



wondering what 
news they had 
received. Bat 
soon comes a 
messenger to 
them, saying, 
" Lords, leai'e off 
yoar skirmishing 
andretreatk 



for behold the 
Christians fast 
approaching. 



ben efcried he rygbt full hautanly, 
" Now go ye forth, And well fhall it appere, 
Which that will diflfend ihys cite truly. 
2188 DiflTend you now well, fe your focour here, 
Which comyng is you in lyght fwifte manere. 
Se ye noght her of Aufoys come the kyng, 
Anthony And Eaynold vfith hym doth hiyng? 

2192 "li'oche ther comyng is you vnto focour, 

-lU- Ne haue ye no worde deth vnto, fothleflb. 
For the noble Duke Anthony of honour, 
And raynold hya brother to this place thaim 
dreffe; 

2196 Wtt^ thaim peyteuyns many bryng expreffe, 

Which norifhed ben with good mete and wyne, 
Paynyms thay will make to-ftonifte incline. 

rilhe kyng of Aufoys thaim haue in company, 
2200 JL To focour And aid tho Af Brehaigna" 

When the Barons it vnderftode truly, 

Thay yildyng thankes to god in trenite. 

£che off tham diffended fcharply to fee, 
2204 Ther euery man good hert gan to take. 

The faiifins it faw, (Tore gan to quake, 



M' 



["vfyng what nouelles or comfort thay hade. 
When thai perceiued tham to con tune fo, 
2208 "Se," on faid, "A meflyngere comyng fad ;" 
Whiche wtt^ full f hil vois cried right loude 

tho, 
" your efcarmifh, lordes, lete paffe And goo. 
Vn-to your loges make fair retrete Anon, 
2212 Withdraw, remeue hens time is that we done 



p 



lOr crifbyn peple comyng faft many fe, 
To comforth tho within, famdele^ fered, 

> "fumdelc'," (?) 



A MIOHTT BATTLE ENSUES. 
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Off Army peple Full many here bee, 
2216 (The feldes ouerall, lo ! ben couered), 

Which us Cometh, by gret wreth fbered." 
Then thes paynymes wrethfully ther thens 
Whent, leuyng Anon ther ftourdy uiolens. 

2220 rphens to ther logges went thay retomyng, 

-^ And not-For-J)at made clariners vp-blow ; 

And ther batailles Anon ordaynyng. 

Off that other part Anthony fo grow 
2224 Hys batail renged, comyng to be know ; 

When entreproched thys huge holies to, 

Sariiins f trongly ther thaim doubted tho. 

rphe criftm peple tho ran thaim vppon ; 
2228 -L Perfed And brokyng fhildes were many ; 

Tho criftin went toward thaim enui[r]on. 

The farilins went tham to deffend withly ;* 

Ther A myghty Hour men fhold fee to eye. 
2232 To off thaun hath ther caft don Eaynold, 

Meruelons fbrokes imote he as man bold ; 

ANd ther Anthony hys foes cafte dOn, Anthony Bmiu** 

All peple hym drad And fore hym gAn neither beim nor 

. hamees fnuu^Iod 

QOUte. from the blow; 

2236 A paynym to fmyte went he forth Anon, cioTe hia heai to 

hym not warented hames ne helme Aboute ; 
For hys fwerd entred hys bed thorugh-oute, 
Which ther rent And cleffe d^n the theth* vn-to, 

2240 he gan fall to erth wtt^ gapyi^ throto tho. 



by irhom all the 
fleldB are covered 
orer." The 
Paynima there- 
upon retreat. 



returning to their 
tents. Prepanir 
tlons are made for 
battle on both 
aides, and the 
Saracens are 
•truclcwith 
terror. 



[FoL 46 b.] 
Then were many 
shields pierced 
andbrolcen; 
there might be 
seen a mighty 



mi 



Iho criftin manly gan do at that day, 
Euery forth went wzt/i fbrokes fmyting. 
Tho went lufignens efcrying allway, 
2244 ** lordys, Barons, Afom here paffyng, 

Vppon the paynymes be ye wel fighting ! " 



Then went the 
Lnslgnana. crying 
out, " Lords and 
barons, fight 
Weill- 



«'wightly" (?) Seel. 2260. 
6 



» Ste in MS. 
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TUE SAllACENS ARE ALL SLAIN, 



Tlie king of 
Cmcow. in great 
wrath. 



comet to th« 
rescae. and smitM 
down a Christian 
to the gnuM; then 
he cries aiond, " 
ye Christiana. 



[FoL 47.1 
yon shall all die ! ** 
But Raynold 
strained his brand 
of sted fleroelj. 
and smote the 
king with such 
force that ha rent 
his head to Um 



To death fell the 
king; and the 
Sarsoens stayed 
no longer, bat 
tamed their 
horses round 



and fled openly. 
In the swift iior- 
solt, all the 
Saracens are cnt 
to pieces like flesh 
cat upon the . 
stalls. 



2248 



The kyng of Craquo* ful wrogth tho he was, 
When hys peple faw fuch hurtes purchas, 

rpO thaim focour hym efforced tho, 



With gret ftrength And myght his fweni 
gan enbrace, 
hys fwerd ferf hly f hone, And by gret vertn, lo ! 
A criflin hath he cafte don vppon the grace, 
2252 Al deth to ground laid throwen in the place. 
After Craquo* hily cried And grad, 
" ye criftin, your dethe now here had ; 

All fhall ye dye, efcape ye ne may, 
Forfoth here by me of-fors moft ye dy." 

hys langage greuyd moche Raynold that day, 
With fpores fmote fafte his courfe[r] bigly, 
With hand fbrained hys brande of fbile ferily, 
2260 And wightly went to fmite the kyng Craquo,' 
By fuch fors And fbrenght hed rent teth ^^lto. 



B" 



^uilefly And rude the ftroke gan difcend, 
Raynold cafte hym don, to deth the king 
fall; 
2264 TMierwith hys peple to difcomfort wend. 
No longer fogemed farifms, grot ne fmalL 
Wit^ ther courfcrs ther ways tomed all ; 
When thay perceiued and faw ther kjTig llajTi, 
2268 Thay thaim held tho All difcomfite plain. 

A Pertly Anly Openly tomed to flight. 
But peiteuiiis tho purfute after made, 
Vppon farifms fmote and bete don ryght, 
2272 Tliam all to-chapped And kenio in pecis fad, 
As men don the flcfh vppon the ftal had. 
Anthony, the full noble fouerayn, 
Off pajTiyms hath r}'ght manyon flain. 

» MS. "Traquo." 



AND AFTERWARDS ENTIRELY BURNT. 
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2276 fTlhe fariilns thaim held for difcomfight ; 
-L he rent And tare don all he gan attain. 
The kyng of Aufois, Alfo A good knight, 
He hym bare ful wel And nobilly certain. 

2280 All the paynymes ther of trouth were llain ; 
When ther perceiued the king Aufois hold 
Tho kyng of Craquo* ftanded and all cold, 

And of painymes fo full gret fufion, 
— ^* Ther he commaunded hys peple unto 

That unto on hepe put f huld be echon. 
Eyght As he had fayd, fo ther was it do. 
The paynyms hepid fbrongly An hye tho, 
2288 In euery part put to was the fire, 

Ther paynymes were bruled and brend entire. 



Anthony rent and 
tare all he could 
attain to. and at 
last all the Pay- 
nlma were slain. 



[Fol. 47 6] 
The king of 
Alsace bids that 
all the dead 
bodies should be 
laid upon a heap, 
and burnt; and 
thus was it done. 



0' 



iS Sarfons* A man f hold venge hym ryght fo, it was in revenge 

■ ° "^ •'*^ ' forthewayln 

For of verray trought of Craquo* the kynge which the king of 

•^ ^ ^ '' ^ Cracow had burnt 

2292 like made hys brother to Af kis brend tho. 

Anthony And Raynold ther were logging 

In tentes reifed which thei were finding ; 

The peiteuins ther logged in-ly well, 
2296 And farifins difloged euoridelle. 



his brother's body. 
The PoiteTins 
lodge well in the 
enemy's tente. 



mi 



"Ihe kyng Aufois lefte* thes holy mightes, 
Vnto the town went he ther forth A-hon, 
With hym An hundred of noble knightis, 
2300 Of mofte wurthieft being enuiron, 

And mofbe hightiefb goodly of perfon. 
Ther fair Eglentine comyng hym Agayn, 
\\Tiat-fo fhe gan do wel be-cam certayn ; 

2304 TTVmbly And fwetly falute fhe the kyng, 
J-L For hir uncle was he naturally, 
The k}Tig gontilly hir ther enbrafing, 
After hyr gan kyfTe ryght full curtoiily. 

» MS. "Traquo." » MS. "Garfons." * MS. *'leftc'* 



The king of 
Alsace and 100 
knights ride off to 
the town. 
Eglentine comes 
to meet them. 



and salntps her 
unrle. He asnures 
his niece that \wr 
father's death is 
well avcngcMl ; 
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THE KINO OF BOHEMIa's ABTIE8 



[Fol. 48.) 
Mad th»t she 
should DOW com- 
fort herwif. Hinoe 
her enemies were 
faWj repaid all 
their wages. 



andhadCdled 
utterly in their 
desirn ; so that 
' no shame or 
reproach now 
attached to her. 



She replies that 
her heart is 
sorrowful when 
she thinks upon 
her father's death. 
" Wa» not he my 
brother?" replies 
her uncle ; 



" we will perform 
the funeral rites 
to-morrow, and 
pray for his soul." 
A thousand 
Iiounds of wax 
were maile for the 
occasion. 



2308 "Fair nece," faid the kyng, " liero I you affy 
That your fadir Deth auenged is well ; 
Be ye noyht wroth, difpleafe you no dell. 

"YTE haue fayn hys deth uenged with gret fore ; 
2312 -■- The king of Craquo* for hym is ther ded ; 

OS your fader ne haue mynde ne remors, 

Thys faid king Craquo* brende haue I in-ded. 

Comfort your-felf, that is wit and womanhed ; 
2316 iff Any demage don haue in contre. 

Off ther wages thay truly payed be. 

NO more after this nedith noght to doute ; 
Thay trowed under fote put the contro, 
2320 Now haue thai failled of ther art all-oute ; 
And of f hame no-thyng certes haue not ye, 
Wherfor reproche or repref f hold be. 
I haue wonnen that nedith you thys houre, 
2324 Acquired hauo ye worfhip and honoure." 

"TTA, fir," fhe faid, "good lord fouerain, 

-U- My gentile uncle, and my ful fwet frend, 
When I me bethenke on my fader flayn, 
2328 A-non my hert w/t7nn wepingly is tend" 

" Was not he my brother ] " faid the kyng at end ; 
*Tiyt behouith us forow to l0te paffe, 
Pray we god on hym haue mercy and grace. 



2332 



TTis funerall obfeque to-mom we do, 



And for hys good foule to our lord pray we." 
Eyght as he fayd, don was al thyng tho. 
A thoufand pound of wax fourged and made fhe, 
2336 As for the mom to dOn the obfeque, 

At fodayn wamyng had thay fuch huge light, 
Anthony And Eaynolde both were ther ryght ; 



MS. "Traquo." 



ARE HONOURABLY BURIED. 
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Ynly will* was don that which fhold be do. 
-^*^ Moche the Brehaignons gan vnto behold 

The habilite of thes compaynouns tho, 
Thes faid wurthy men, thes to brethren hold,* 
That myght noght be wery, yonge ne olde, 
2344 As thaim vnto fee fo fette verily, 

Large, long, gret, ftrong, ftreight, wel thaught 
truly. 



(FoL 48 b.] 
Then began the 
Brehaignons to 
behold these two 
worthy brethren; 
and none were 
ever weary of 
looking at them. 



mi 



Iher Abaflfhed And fbonde were many 
Off thys lyons hurt that thai gan behold, 
2348 6etten in the fkin ftrangoly, lo ! ful hy 
Off hir Anthony, brother to Raynold ; 
For the hurt to thaim Appered ther unfold, 
Wherof euery man baffhed was famfayl, 
2352 Off gretneffe of it had thay gret meruaiL 



±\ T 



Euer to hym faw non like ne egall,^ 
Then after faid tho of town And cite 
That raynold was habill man wa t/i-all, 
2356 As to difcomfite well f happen was he 
A rewme or* empire of full large contre ; 
Saf but that o eye had, tliay gan complayn, 
Al other membres commanded thay certain. 

2360 T Enger nedith noght to declare ne tell 
-L^ his obfeque d5n without doubte Any, 
"Worf hippfully And honorably weL 
Then the kyng gan hold A parlemont truly, 

2364 Where had tho was A noble company. 
Withe full wurthy men As of Brehaigne, 
The king faing, " Barons, underftande me, 



Many were 
aatonlabed at the 
mark upon 
Anthony's face, 
as it was very 
plain to the sight 
and large. 



They also thought 
Raynold was 
well-shapen for 
conquering king- 
donia, and com- 
mended him for 
eTerything but 
his hick of one 
eye. 



The king of 
Lrehaigiic liciiig 
honoumhly 
burieil. the king 
of Alsace holds a 
council, 



2368 



Hit you behouith rewarde and behold _. I*'"J *^\ 

*' , and Mivises them 

ho f hall doo goueme And rule this contre, ^ c^"*** * n«^ 

" well " (?) » •• bold " (?) Sec note. 

3 MS. "of." Sec note. 
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THE PRINCE88 EOLENTINE 



king. Tber reply 
UuiltishlB 
buainen entirely. 



M he Is the next 
heir. IfEglentiue 
should die. It is 
therefore for him 
to choose whom 
■he shali marry. 



The klnff inquires 
whom ttiey wish 
her to marry. 
They reply that 
they leave It 
entirely to him. 



He reiilies that in 
that case tliey 
shall have for a 
lonl one who is 
a worthy and 
famous knight 



And ho your king f bold be know now ye f liold, 
For prefently now wit/i-out king ye be." 
Tlier bym Anfwering, " good ryght is to fe, 
2372 But the werke therof fully doth partain 
And all the labour in you hole and plain. 

"FlOr gif Eglentyne were ended And gon, 
-*- you to enhcrite fhold fall the contre ; 

2376 The punieaunce therof lith you uppon, 
Auaunce you now, for hys loue in trinite, 
So that thys contre well purueyed be 
OS on, chofen by you, that Eglentyne 

2380 May* marie and goueme us and our line." 

fTlhe kyng Anfwered, "to my parte you fay, 
J- To whom behouith my nece to mary 1 
Or for whom^ wold yel you befech All-way, 
2384 That ye mo fay.yoiir Auife fully." 

" Sir, at your deuife," the Barons faid furely, 
" Ryght As ye will, fo certes will we doo ; 
No knight will refceiue but at your plefire, lo ! 

2388 A 1 the werke therof we put you upi)on." 

-^ *' Tlien in goddis name, fires, lete me do " — 
(This Anfwered thys noble kyng Anon) — 
" On f lial ye haue gentile And curtois to, 

2392 A man of goodiiciro and of honour alfo, 

Whom ye f hall refceiue As unto your lordo, 
Is hardy wurtlii knight, good of recordo ; 



IFol. 49 6.1 
He remiuds tliuui 
that two brothers. 
lN>th uoble kiugH 
(kuighU?). and 



2396 



NOn other I will certes to you take. 
Then to brothers haue, noble kynges to, 
And An bye Duke," to thaim thys. the kyng 

fpake, 
" In your grette nede you aid hath alfo ; 



MS. "Many." 



3 MS. " whon." 



18 MARRIED TO RAYNOLD. 
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To thys pkce comyn ferre contrees fro ; 
2400 Deliuerd hath your noble Cite 

Fro the paynimes And all your contre." 



one of them a 
duke, bare HaTed 
their cit7- 



RAynold called forth by the kync Anon, He therefore < aiis 

« . „ -r 1 11,. R*jn«ld. ami tells 

Sayng, " vnto you will I couenaunt hold. him he win imjf- 

1 , t .1 i<».ii 1 '®*™ ***® pr«»nil3o 

2404 The kyng with uois hye * laid, hurd manyon, he made him. 

.. _, i.11 .A ■ A.iT-k ^^•*' ^* wouW 

" Come forth here ! Appere ! come forth, Ray- make wm a kiD?. 

nold ! 
Approche As come nerre, fwete frend, As man 

hold.2 
here-befom I haue you be promyling 
2408 That of this contre make you wold A kyng. 



Ywill not you lye, but to it confent. 
For A king ne fhold lye^ ne be gabbyng ; 
My nece Eglentine to wife fhal ye hent 
2412 With all rewme And that to it longing. 
Will ye hir now take, the land dilfonding? 
Off hyr And hyrs you lorde f hall I make, 
And all longith hir ye As for to take.*' 



Baynold b to 
have his niece and 
all the kingdom. 



2416 



2420 



When lir Anthony All thys vnderftode, 
he taried noght to Anfwere redy, 
he hartly thankyng thys noble king good 
That fair Eglentine Eaynolde fhold mary. 
" Off your fre kyndeneffo And curtefy 
The contre f hall diffende, ruling well the lande ; 
For werre* he can well, knightly is off hand." 

When thes Barons thys Anfwere had fong, 
To our lorde thankos yeldyng full hyly. 

And to oure lady in thar hertes ftrong, 

» MS. " hyr." Fr. text, ** en hault." » " lK>ld " (?) 

3 MS. " by." Fr. text, " mentir." 

* Or " werie ; " but " wcrro" is right. 



Sir Anthony 
thanka the king 
heartily, and 
promieee that 
Raynold shall 
defend the conn 
try well. 



(Fol. ro] 
The Lamns i>raiiio 
Our Lord nnd Oar 
La<ly when thoy 
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THE MARBIAOE-FBAST. 



peredre how 
■tivng and laif* 
a man Bajnold ia. 



Baynoldand 
Efflentine, belnir 
finely arrajed. are 
married; and the 
nuuriage-feaet 
laatedl6da]nL 



Nerer were 
faiivrpmenti 
given than were 
then given by 
Eglentine. There 
were 1000 men 
there frum the 
country, beaidea 
the " towniah " 
people. 



Raynold gained 
great honour in 
the ttHimamenta. 
and is greeted 
with loud aodalm 
on allaidea 



[KoLfiOb.J 
Duke Anthuuy 
takee his leave. 



Ther thay perceued hym fbrong, large, And hy ; 
The lande to goueme thought wold peflbilly. 
2428 Thys kyng ordayned his nece" Eglentine 
All that pertain f hold A quene of ray fina 

And Raynold like-wife put hym in Aiay* 
As pertained to kinges hye coraga 
2432 The mariage don And finifhed that day 
Befome the fyght of all the Baronage ; 
Thys fefb ther roiall fourged by tho fage ; 
Hit days fiftene endured largely, 
2436 Full noble gyftes ther geuen frely. 






iluer was yeuen more fairer thinges, 
Robes, courfers, iew[e]lles forth prefent 
Alfo ther had thes honorous kinges 
2440 loufteSy tomementes full excellent 

In prefence of ladies courtois And gent 
Prefently ther had A thoufand of contre, 
Without tho townifhe peple, vnto fe. 



2444 T)ut Raynold ther thens bare tho grete honour 
J-^ That of Brehaignons lord was tho prefent ; 
Ther faing al with O wis^ pat hour, 
" Lif, lif oure noble kinge reuerent ! 

2448 For A man hym know vnto All entent ! 

And blifled be he hym A-place gan bring !" 
At feftene dais end ceffed tho fefting. 

PEpole toke ther leuo homeward to repairo, 
«-^- Tho ladies And damycelles All, 

Off whom there was had manyon And fa^Te. 
The Duke Anthony hys leuo toke in hidl, 
In-to way h^TU fette at-that enteniall, 

» In the margin, Baynold marr[ie»] Eglenlyne, % y» kytt^e «/ 
» *' with vois " (?) MS. " with .0. wis." 



ratnold's successbb. 89 

2456 Towaide loxembrough he and hys mayne, '^'^ retorna home 

to Luxeniburg. 

Wliich were full noble And gentile to fee. 



A' 



nd in Brehaigne gan to byde And dwell lUynoidacqairw 
Baynold the hye kyng, whome gan to king of b1^" 

<, hftigne. and car- 

nonOUTS rln on a gnat 

2460 All the wide contre courtoifly And well, "^ ^ ^'^**^**' 

And by hys nobleffe be fuch gouemoure, 
Eche man his dedes preifed hugely that houre. 
In Frife made gret werre Eainold er he refbe 

2464 At ortholegne oflf the grett conquefte. 

BI hys ftrength Denmarke gan he to acquere ; •^ •Jw conquer* 
Denmark. We 
In his tyme regned As man pufantly : !«•▼« him now. 

J ^ *^ -^ ' and return to 

Full goodly leuid hys lif here entire ; Duke Anthony. 

2468 And As that man non here more wurthy 
Was not A-thys-lide the romayns truly. 
As off hym here no more declare att All, 
Off the Duke Anthony talke & fpeke me f hall ; 

2472 A nthony the Duke, And off Aufoys the kyng, Anthony and the 

f\ king of Alsace 

•*"*• Which were COUrtois, gentile, COnnyng, And arrlre at Luxem- 
burg, where 
fage. they i>art: and 

« ,, theklngofAI«ace 

Fro Brehaigne tho eniemble comyng, retuma home. 

After at luxembonigh toke ther hoftaga 
2476 Ther on fro other parted of viage, 

At luxembonigh king Aufois not wold fogoum, 
Al ftreight in-to hys contre gan retoum,' 

Anthony with hys wife gan vnto romayn, Anufifu' "mains 

^.^^ For litill while had thai maricd be. awhiie with his 

wife, whom he 

Ful moche hir louing wM pcrfecto hert plain, *"^*** hearuiy. 
In wil and dede hir loucd hertly he, 
As any man cowde A-this-fide the fe. 

' Hero follows the catchword—" Anthony wiU hys wyflfc." 
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BERTRAM IS HADE KINO OF ALSACE. 



They had two 
children, one 
named Bertna, 



and the other 
Lochier: who 
freed the tMMNS 
of Ardennea (?). 
boilt Givet n. 
and made the 
bridge of Me- 
sieree urer the 



Anthony oonqoen 
the Eari of Fri- 
bnrg. and pMMS 
through Austria* 
where he con- 
quora many a 
refcion. 



Bertran. An- 
thony's eldest son, 
marries the king 
of Alsace's daugh- 
ter, and succeeds 
to his kingdom. 



[Fol. 51 h.] 
Thiu he antl his 
brother put 



2484 hys wyfe "by hym had to cheldren perfiglit,' 

On named Bertran, which was A good knight ;* 

The yonger had to name locliier the gud ; 
he delyuerd ftraytes all and gyed 
2488 As of dardane, which plcnte had wood, 
Many A good knight* ther forteficd ; 
ywon all-ther-firft ther he edified ; 
Vppon meufe the noble brigge made 
2492 Off meifiere, after A-conquefto had 

MAny other places by hug proweffe ; 
Of al gret nobleffe thys faid man tho was. 
Anthony wered with ftrong befmeffe 
2496 The Erie of Fabonigh,* conquefb gate by gras ; 
Paffyng Aritrige,* many richoffe made purchas, 
And all put in-to hys fubieccion, 
Conqueryng ther many A regyon. 

2500 A fter, Bertran the eldefte fon hecam, 

-^ Within litell whyile, ful gret And rj-ght 

manly; 
To wyfe toke the doughter of Aufoys k^-ng of 

fame ; 
A full good knight was, gentile And wurthy, 
2504 Entrepreignant, coragious, and hardy,® 

And more often-tymes then I can you fay ; 
kyng of Aufoys was after the kynges day ; 



2508 



Hys*^ doughter maried. As befom gan tell, 
Which lady tho was of all the centre, 
Bertran ther regned and gouemed welle. 



» MS. "prefight" 
' In the margin y* elder Bertran^ Anton\y\ eontj ^ y* younger 
lochy[er^, 

» " brought " (?) * " Fribonigh " (?) * ** Autrige '» (?) 
« Jn the m&Tgmy Beriran^kyttge of Au/oys, ' MS. *'IIhys." 
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Thes brethren to regned As men fro, underfoot aii that 

_,^ i_ /» , troubled and *n- 

Ihat by itrenght & myght put vnder foto in fe n«y«i them, we 

2512 All tho which thaim made trouble or noyfance. them no more. 
Off thaim will I refte me here this inflance. 



T' 



10 Melufine fliall I retom Acjain, We return to 

° ' Meliuine. lUy- 

And my mater ayen taken f hall bee, "*""** reigned 

" " ' excellently, and 

2516 how that Raymound hym gouemed certain. au did him 



Ther full excellently regned he, 
In places fele, in many A contre, 
By fbrenght of fwerd conquered of corage ; 
2520 For hys nobleffe All Barons gan do hym homage. 



homage. 



G 



Affray wOh grette toth becam man full grette, Geooyey with the 
Eyght myghty, ftrong, fers, whight, & full c»meafuUgn»t 

man; and cou- 
pUiaunt ; ^ quered and dU- 

In werring A ftrong werriour ryght fet ;* gunt ouedon. 

2524 Payly his vertu preuyngly gan haunt. 

For he conquered Guedon the huge Geaunt, 
And by knightly ffrenght hym ther difcomfight, 
Which Geaunt wafted the contre don ryght, 

2528 Tjlvery man ftrongly gan hym to redoute, for fear of whom 

W\t f •/ o ^ all men were 

-■-• To Rochel toke fauegarde, for all hym drad : takiuK refutre in 

° "^ Rochelle. Wh.n 

he paceyfed* the contre thorugh-oute, Gw./frey ho«ni of 

As well in meddos As at endys had. would go agaimt 

him 

2532 When Geffray underftod thes nouelles fprad. 
And })«t hym called vfiih grot toth tho. 
Ho fwere hys oth Again hym wold he go ; 

And in hert thought well h}Tn to difcomfight, ,n^ duJlimflt 

To the fweie plcfirc of kyng of glory };t^^"nd 

Wiich yeuith all tho that wyll victory ry^ght. ™^;j J^^'^.,, 

His fader Ra}Tnounde full wo and fory, wLty!""^'*"' 
For tho Geant he doubted heuily, 

» *«fcf(?) 2 Or, »* pateyfcd." 
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FBOMONT ASKS BIS FATHER 



2540 For that he was fo horrible grete ; 

Off Gef&ay in mynde ful huge doubte he got 



GEffray w/t^ gret toth Armed hym full prefte, 
hym-felfeim the tenth went to that parte, 



and devuta wilh 
nine othem. I 
■hall ivtamnow 

to Meinaine. who 2544 Paffyng forth hys way wlthoni any ryfle.* 

had yvt two more 

•oai. Here fhal I hym leue, no more now faid be ; 



one called Fro- 
mont. the other 
Thierry. Fromont 
wu a RToat clerk, 
and lored re- 
ligion, to that he 
wlthed to become' 
a monk 



Betom Againe fhall to MeluHne fre, 
The fwet, the courtois, the benigne alfo, 
2548 Which after thys bare wurthy children to, 

Ryght As we find A litterall fcripture, 
On called Fromont, Another Tiorry. 
For-foth fromont was A good creature^ 
2552 An huge gret clerke ful of clergy. 

The Abbey of malers louyd feruently ; 
Callyng to god, louyng relygyon. 
So that to hym cam of deuocion 



In the abbey of 
Maillezata: and 
therefore ran to 
his father, and 
besouirht htm to 
consent to hia 
wearing the 
monk's habit 



2556 TN the faid abbey A monke hym yilding. 
J- Fro thcns departed wiihout refting plain, 
Vnto hys fader fafte ho cam rennyng, 
A-non hym ther made thys requefte certane, 

2560 Be-fought the uefture of Malers myght attiiiu, 
On monke habite A monke hym to make. 
WhenRaymound hurd thys, wo was for hir^ fake ; 



[Fol. 62 6.1 
Raymond manrels 
greatly, and bids 
him regard 
Anthony and his 
other bretliren. 
who are all noble 
knights. 



TTE merueled gretly, to fromont' faii^, 
2564 -LL « Fair fone, how is thys ? A ! good lord hy ! 

Wil ye A monke be nedis be-com^Tig ? 

Reward and behold your brother Anthony, 

And all your bretherin being full knightly, 
2568 Which ben fo noble knightes to fe ! 

Vnto be A monke certes may noght be ; 



» Sic; for "refte/* « " his*' (?) ^ MS. » formont." 



S' 



IF HE MAY TURN MONK. 

10 god be pleafed, monko fhall ye noght be. 
Another ordre to you yiff I fhall, 
2572 A knyght will you mak of full hye degre 
As your brethren ben named ryght roialL" 
Fromont Anfwered to hys fader all 
That he neuer wold bo in ordre of knight, 
2576 Keither armes here, but feme god to lyght, 

" T)rayng to our lorde, vnto hys hy empire, 
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He ooght not to 
wlah for the order 
of monkhood, but 
of knlffhthood. 
Bat Fromont 
■ay* he would 
never take on 
himMlf this 
order. 



and covets no- 
thing ao much as 



For you, my moder, and my bretherin all : *«';«»•*«> ^ "»« 

J ^ J ' •' ' abbey for ever. 



Vnto be A mo[n]ke I you here require, 
2580 No-thing fo moche coueyte ne defire fhall 
As in maillera Abbay be perpetual 
That place or cite haue I noght in hate, 
For ther wold I ufe all my lifes fate. 

2584 "DEfech you and pray, caufe me not it refufe ; 
-^ Cherefull fader myne, in you al the hold" 
Eaymounde faw wele herd was it excufe, 
To Meluline font A meflinger bold 

2588 Which As for that tyme the befte gan unfolde ; 
Then the meflynger gan declare and tel 
All that Eaymounde had told hir eueridell, 



and spend a 
Ufethera. 



Raymond teen it 
is hard to refuxe, 
and therefore 
sends a message 
about it to 
Melusine, 



"TTOu Fromont A monke of maillers wold be. 

2592 J-L Haffcily Eaymound font, for ioy of it had 
non, 
To ende that for Fromont ordayn f hold fhe, 
If pleafed wold bo, A crowne his hod uppon, 
And pat claufbrall monke he f hold be made on 

2596 In faire maillers, that miniftre roiall, 

That lorde for to ferae which is etemalL" 



[FoL 63.] 
to the end that 
she should make 
Fromont a claus- 
tral monk in the 
royal abbey of 
Malllesais. 



rm 



Ihe fair Melufine Anfwerde hym tho ; 
" Off v^y part ye go, vnto my lord fay, 
2600 At hys plefaunco all ther-of will I doo, 

Me fubmittc vnto hys ordinaunce all-way ; 



Melusine sends 
back an snswcr 
that she always 
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RAYMOND WOULD DISSUADE FROMONT, 



aabmlte to her 
lord's oommjuid, 
and will obey 
rUdlj. 



Themenenger. 
arriving next 
morning, flndi 
Raymond ready 
drened, and de- 
lirers Meloaine'i 



Raymond tells 
Fromont that 
Melnalne has left 
the whole matter 
at his own dis- 
posal, and he will 
therefore perthit 



[FoL 63 b.] 
either to go to the 
abbey of MaiUe- 
sais. orto 
" Merk " minster, 
orto"Brough* 
diea;" 



or, that if he 
wished to be a 
canon, he should 
be canon, of 
Poitiers and also 
ofToorsin 
Touraine, and of 
Saint 3£artln'8, 



At hys plelire be I will, noght fay nay ; 
For whatfomeuer pleaiith hys hynes, 
2604 hit liketh me wel, hou-fo he it dreffe." 

Thens the meffinger retomed anon, 
No lenger fogome in that place ne wold ; 
Fro thens retomyng vnto Eaymonde gon, 
2608 A-mom him found Al redy rayd to behold ; 
Al hir anfwere the meffinger hym told 
Ful gret ioy of hert in hym gan furmount, 
Anon Eaymounde called after Fromount 



2612 



FI faide to Fromont, " thi fader vnderfbande ; 
Sir, for the haue fent thy good moder vnto. 
Iff it pleafed hir For to be know, and 
Where hir will were monke f hold be, or no. 
2616 Where-of the charge lefte to me hath, lo ! 
Wit/i the cure and charge enfeffed hath me. 
Wherfor, Fromont, behold And fee ye, 

Iff nedis ye will take thys faid habite 
-w-w In mailers Abbay your liffes fpace ; 
Or other miniftre to your appetite. 
As in Merkminiftre, which is A faire place ; 
Or iff ye will at Brough-d/eu by grace ; 
2624 In that ye delire A monke for to be, 
ye may full well in on of thes thre. 

FOrfoth if ye will be A Chanon, 
Of peiters a Chanon certes f hal ye be ; 
2628 Enherite ye f hall As moche As thre Anon; 
Toures in tourayn, pofcede it fhal ye, 
Seint^ 'Martins 'with the Grauiit efglife in fo ; 
All f hall be don ryght At my deuyfe, 
2632 And therof do make dedes in beft wife, 



1 MS. " Scing." 



BUT I§ UNSUCCESSFUL. 
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And of our lady of Chartres alfo. SlJ.'^'oJt^ 

yff ye wyll of trouth fro parys noght fcape, J?^^***,^/*^ 
Be noght Abaffhed in it for to goo, 
2636 With the Pope will be quented for A lape, 
That nothyng f hal be which me f hall efcapo. 
After A Biff hupriche if it lufb to craue, 
Anot[h]er Biffhupriche Als f hal ye haue, 



Afterwards he 
should have a 
bishopric, or. if 
he liked, two. 



2640 "QE it pareys, Bewnais, or Aras." 

-D Fromont faid, " fhal I be A Chanon? 
Nay, nay, but A monke, by our lordes gras. 
Off Maillers it is myn entencion. 

2644 Other will I noght off wordly good non 
Neuer at no day, while lif may endure, 
For that place haue I chofin to me fure." 



2648 



nnhys Fromont outring hys Fader vnto, 

-^ " Then off goddis part," to hym Haid Ray- 

mounde, 
" Sin it plefith you, it fhal bene ryght foo. 
And loke that For us your prayers in founte." 
Fromont Anon Anfwered that fbounde, 
2652 "yff it pleafe our lord, my power do fhalL" 
longer parlement of it nedith* noght at all. 



whether of Paris. 
Beaavais. or 
Arras. But 
Fromont choose 
to be simply a . 
monk of Maille- 
lais, and nothing 



[Fol. M.1 
Raymond at 
last accedes, and 
Fromont promises 
to pray for him. 



ml 



Ihe habite ho toke, clothed opinly, 
The monkes ther fhcwid great gentilneffe ; 
2656 With huge nobley clothed was to ey 

For hys fader loue, Raymounde fothleffe ; 
And for Mclufine his moders nobleffe. 
All ther hole couent gret ioy made ther ryght, 
2660 And him chcrod in befte wife thei myght. 



He therefore 
takes the habit, 
and is richly 
clothed, and 
Rladly welcomed 
by the whole 
convent. 



By proceffe thcrof ful ill affter came. '^^ ''■• **^* 

•^ * source of all the 

Ther-for wcr thei all after difherite cviis that after- 

wards befell the 
By Gaffray wM gret toth ; After had grot f«nUy 



^-•amc. 
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GBOFFRET BURNS DOWN THB ABBEY. 



ForOeolfrtr.lnhto 
wnth. let tho 
abbey on Are. 



and bornt then 
100 monks on a 
oertain Tuesday, 
the day of Mara 
thegodofbatttcL 



[Fol. M b] 
Meanwhile 
Melnalne wae at 
Vonrent dty, 
whither Ray- 
mond oame to 
Yidther. 



They aee two 
roonongen oome, 
who brinir letten 
from^Anthony 
and Raynold. 
Raymond reada 
them. 



2664 Which in hert was in full dolorous plite ; 
For therof he had A full gret difpite, 
Without tarying to Mailers cam he, 
hit brende and fett A£re by his cruelte 



2668 



"nOth in the monkes, Abbot, and Abbay ; 



A hundred monkes wttAin brende he tho. 
Thys mifchefe ther had in A tewifday. 
For Mars was the god longing bataill to, 
2672 Vail that vail might, the monkys brend fo. 
That don^ no lenger ther wold noght fogoum, 
Fro thens he comyng, fafbe gan to retora. 

Off this here f hall leue, fpeking of melufine. 
At yavuant cite redily f he was, 
To fonne And winde puttyng hir robys fine, 
Which newly were come by fortunat cas, 
Keuer Afom bonde to fuch feruice has. 
2680 Bi that Eaymounde was comyn to fe porte, 
And full gladly fette ther to take difporte, 

Ther thay faw come forth meflingers to, 
Which fele letters brought wtt^ breffes many 
2684 Of Anthony hys part, A pufant man tho, 
And of Eaynold the fuffifant kyng hy. 
To Raymounde thai tuke thes letters haftily, 
he thaim refceiued And the wax gan breke, 
2688 The letters gan rede As humble man and meko. 



and laughs for 
Joy. and calls 
Melnsine. who 
tlianks liim. and 
rc(Joices with him. 



W 



^ith a feruent ioy hys hort gan laugh tho, 
Melufme Anon forth-wtt^ gan to calL 
She hid hir right noght, Anon cam hym to, 
2692 " Thys letters behald," faid he oueralL 

" Raymound, I you thanke, my lord principall." 
Then vnto Raymound fair Melufme faid, 
** Certes, this goth well at thys houred braid. 



RAYMOND AND MELUSIXE REJOICE. 
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2696 T thornghly know all thes nouell tidinges 
J- Full good and fair ben vnto vs this hour, 
Wherof thanke our lord the king of kinges, 
Which oure fones han put to fuch honour. 

2700 Thre ' of tham ben thorugh knightly laboure 
Kynges full myghty, And on A duke ful hy ; 
yut god be thanked, haue we here full ny 

On off our fones monke in An Abbay, 
-. >, - Which daily for vs befechith god an hy ; 

At mailers hath hys byding thys day, 
Wher god he praith to focour vs truly. 
And that fo myght pray to hys plefance dayly, 
2708 That neuer vs haue in obliuion ; 

For affigned hath will our fones echon. 



and praises the 
King of kinm, 
who had raised 
her sons to so 
high honour. 



[Fol. 66.] 
She rejoices also 
to think that one 
of her sons is in 
an abbey. Mid 
prays God daily 
to be mindftil of 
them. 



nnhay bene well taught, inly wife and fage ; 



Four of her sons 
- are yet at home : 

J- Foure of tham yut ben wtt/i vs here bydyng, *>«* ^^y r*" 

J J J G* want nothing, if 

God and our 
Lady Mary aid 



2712 Which in thys houfe ben mery in corage, 

Oure lord of hys grace fo thaim be theching. 

That hyly thai may in tyme be regning, 

To that f hall thay noght faut no-thyng truly, 

2716 So god thaim aide and our lady mary !" 



them. 



rjThe nouell ftreight Aboute enuironee 



days' feast is held 
in celebration 
of it 



The glad newn 
- , soon spread 

-*• And knowen ouerall in eche place and cite ; throughout every 

•rm A • 1 Y» *^*y *"** * flfteen- 

Whereof reioyed euory man to fe, 
2720 Fiftene dais were ny in fuche delite, 

Making ryght gret ioy, biding the fame plite, 
Where-for thor firendes fefte wold merily ; 
In continuaunce thought do it hertly. 

2724 C(0 it cam and fill in a fcaturday, it befeii on the 

^ That Eaymounde lof to the fair mclufino, [lo !] Raymond lost 

A ill 1 1 •!_ J 1 Meluaine, as he 

As at other days don had alway, had often <i<)no 

But noght enquored hou the dedo gan goo ; day of the week. 

» MS. "There." 
7 
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THE EARL OP FOREST TEMPTS RAYMOND TO FIND OUT 



2728 To what place fhe went, or qwhat f he woldo do. 
yn abfence but good neuer fhe ne thought, 
But all that to hys plefaunce myght be wrought. 



[Fol. 866.] 
Bat that day. hia 
brother, the Barl 
of Forest, arrlred 
at VooTant. the 
daj being withont 
wind and clear. 



Raymond reoeired 
him brotherly; 
and many bM^ons 
and ladiee came to 
the feast which 
was then being 
held. 



Then said the Earl 
to Raymond. "Bid 
your wife appear." 
But Raymond 
says she shall ap- 
pear the next day. 



After the feast Is 
over for that day, 
the Earl draws 
Raymond aside. 



2732 



rpho it cam and fill As in that momyng. 



That hys brother, which tho Erie of forefte 
was. 
For ther Fader dede long bifom being. 
At vavuent that day riuage gan purchas. 
The thyme fair, withoui wynde hye or bas, 
2736 The momi[n]g ryght fair fhuwyng, inly clere, 
Raymounde his brother faw com drawing nero ; 

TTE him refceiued uerray brotherly ; 

-LL But after it cam to gret mifchef prefte.* 
2740 Vnto this fefte cam Barons full many, 

Which notable were And ryght ful honefte, 

Ther welcomyng the Erie of forefte, 

Als of lades cam grett fufion, 
2744 Whos comyng was the fefbes enchefon. 

Then hym faid the Erie of the wild forefte, 
"Raymounde, fajr brother, now me hero 
entend, 
lete your wife appere here at thys faid fefte." 
2748 Raymounde Anfwerd, As not wold condiffend, 
"To-mome fhall hir fo, chero brother And 

frend;" 
Anon conueid to fitte att the table, 
Thys feft plener And ryght delectable. 



2752 



A fter Anon As thai dined hade, 



And fro the table reifed up tho were. 
The Erie of forefte Raymound by hand lad, 
A litill drawing fro other apart there, 
2756 Thys gan he to fay ther in this manere : — 



MS. " piifto. 
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'* Kaymounde, fair brother, faid is in good feith ; »nd teiij him that 

•^ . the people say he 

ye be enchaunted, As the peple feith. b bewitched. 

I can noght fay how ye may here the f hame. ^^^ |Lu.^i 
Men fayn oueraU, brother, I you fay, Hi^^e " 

ye not fo hardy (in wreth ne in game) oi^,ti^j; 

Of your wif enquere, certes, at no day, 
(Which vnto you is gret diifame Alway), 
2764 To what place fhe torn ne hoder wyll go, 
Or in what manere hir gouemeth, lo ! 



And what knowen ye what fhe doth hat day ? *i«> that it ii aaid 

•^ r ^ »he IB unfaithfttl 

Men fain ouerall, fo god my foule fkue, to hun on that 

day. Ilethera- 

2768 That all difording is fhe All-way ; fore advisoa hhn 

That day hir body Anothir man f hall haue, truth. 
To you trayterelTe, other fo to craue ; 
And fom other fayn fhe is off the fayry. 

2772 Go thys day, brother, And know it veryly ;' 



Putteth pajTi to haue off it knowleching ; becaoae ihe ought 

to hide nothing 
To go And enquere good is ye do fo ; from him. Ray- 

mond blushes for 

For hide f hold noght fhe As fro you no-thing, anger. 
2776 I fay it yow now As my brother vnto, 
Kow do As ye feme beftc vnto be do ; 
I beleue fhe doth you fhame And outrage." 
Kaymound bluffhed, changing his corage, 



2780 CIO malice And wroght, wifte noght what to andiwcatsfor 

r^ sorrow. He seizes 

r^ fay j his sword, and 

f-« A-11 ' n* t> ti /» n n 1 i hurrlcs on till he { 

For WO And heumeue full fafte fwattc he. sees before hiw a 

Anon went thens, hys fwerd fet pat day ; 
Full well he knew where his wife made entre ; 
2784 There he fafte knakked where he had noght be ; 
lliere A dore tho perceiued he certain 
Off yro Afom hym vrith. hys eyes twain. 
7* 
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RAYMOND SEES MELUSINE WITH A SBRPENT'S TAIL. 



[Fol M h.] 
Drawing his sword 
from the scabbMtl. 
he drove the point 
Against the iron 
door tiU he at last 
pierced it. 



Looking through 
the hole thus 
made, he per- 
ceired Melosine 
bathing. 



her upper part 
white ss snow, 
and her fashion 
most fair, but 
l>eneath she had a 
serpent's tail ! 



It was great and 
horrible, barred 
with blue and 
silver. Raymond, 
perceiving this, 
cried to Qud. 



[FoL ST.] 
though he could 
scarcely utter a 
word. In order 
to stop the hole, 
he cut a little 
piece of cloth, and 



r 



A" 



|"N moche thyng thought, And after thought 
Anon, 

2788 That hys wife had do fom mifdede tho, 
And towardes hym fom wrong or trefon. 
Then drawing his fwerd the * fcaberge firo, 
Tho poynt gayn the dore put he ther-vnto, 
2792 So he fhifbe And fmote here And ther fo fafbe, 
That the yren dore perfed at the lafte. 

lafe ! full ill labored was that day ! 
At the perced hole in beheld with eye 
2796 To know what ther was befied fafbe ay ; 
Certes ouerfone know it fhal furely, 
And then in hert gret dole f hall haue tniely ! 
At the hole beheld, perceyuing full welle 
2800 Melufine, hou f he bathed euerydell, 

^to hir nauell f hewing ther full white, 
like As is the fnow A faire branche vppon, 
The body welle made, frike in ioly plito, 
2804 The vifage pure, frefh, clenly hir perfon, 
To properly fpeke off hir faccion, 
Neuer non fairer ne more reuerent ; 
But A taill had beneth of ferpent ! 
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r^ ret And orrible was it verily ; 



With fduer And Afure the tail burlid was, 
Strongly tho water ther bete, it flaffhed hy. 
When that Eaymoimd perceiued this cas, 
2812 Which neuer befom to fight gan purchas 

In fuch A ftate to bath, ther hym blill'ed fafte, 
Gretly doubted, cried to god in hafte. 

But noght-for-that fo moche of drede had, 
Tliat -vTinethes myght outre wurde ne fay. 
But to Ende the hole were ftopped & fafte made, 
A litell cloute cute he wit/i-out delay, 

» MS. "ther;" Fr. text, *'*i/oMm/." 
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Raymond's rage against his brother. 101 

With wax melled, ftopped the hole Alway, fastened it in with 

2820 That by it myght noght man perceiue no-thyng. 
Fro thens departed he tho, fafte going. 

Towarde hys brother thought he to repaire, He return* to iiia 
brotlier, who, see- 
Dolorous of hert, full of wrath that ftounde. ing wm ma, asks 

him what he haa 

2824 Hys brother the erle knew at hys retrair diacovered, and 

That he better wo in hertte had profounde, foond her. 

Trowing uerily that his wif had found. 
** your wife, had fhe don gain you As men faid, 

2828 In fom difhonefte place where he* fhold no 
braid]" 

Then Eaymounde can fpeke with vois full Rajmondteiia 
. ox- him he Uea in hia 

hautain, throat and in hia 

teeth, and bida 

And hym faid, " therof ye lye vntrewly, wm depart; for 

'^ *" *' ^ that hU ItAj \a 

By your fals throte And youre teeth plain ! pure. 

2832 In An ill houre here ye entred in furely ; 
Fro my hous ye goo with [y]our felony ; 
Off my lady no more* fpeke ye for fhame, 
Sche is pure And clene Als without diffame. 

2836 A more wurthier woman is ther non. He teiia him that. 

f\ . - 1 i» 1 « A-t unleaa he departs, 

-*"*- ye haue made me do fuch A manere thyng hewiiisiayhim: 
Torii contrary will Again my perfon. ^ him to go at 

A-non part here ; hens, foule rebaude being, ^^ 
2840 For, by my feith, fuU litill is failling 
That prefently here that I you not fle ; 
Forth depart you hens, by concell of me. 

Curfed be the hour that euer heder came, [FoI. 67 6.] 

«w . * And that tho vnirdes faide were Any wife ! in'whi^hia* 
Neuer toward mo retom noght for fhame ! " 
Raymoimdc femede all witlefe to deuife, 
All menieled that gan it aduertife,' 

» "fhe" Q) 2 MS. "nomore." 

' MS. ** aducrfite," a curious invertion. 



brother came, and 
seems all witless. 
The Earl, sore 
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Raymond's excessive self-repboach. 



departi home, 
eoniiiff the hoar 
In whleh he thai 
apoke oat Ha 
Umaota bitterly 
that he haa made 
RaTmondao 
wroth. 



Aftorwarda 
Oeofflv J came, 
and alaw the Earl, 
and gave away 
the ooontfy he 
thofl gained to 
oneof lUa 
hrothera. 



Bat to retom to 
Eaymond. He 
wept and wailed, 
and waxed pale, 
having no end of 
hiagriet 



[Fol. 68.] 
" AUh ! " he cried, 
" there is no 
poorer man on 
earth tlian I am ! 
Alas! Meluslne! 
I have lost you I 



2848 That to his brother fo fpake and faide. 
The Erie, Abaffhed And foule difinaido, 

There thens retoumyug in-to his contre, 
Full often cmffing* the hour and the day 
2852 That thes wordes fcapid or mouthed he. 

hys brother perceued he haue f hold ne may 
Neuer pees ne lufe for this gret affray ; 
More neuer ne* was woer at no ftounde 
2856 Then off that he hade wrethed fo Raymounde. 

HE ftroied And made exile the contre ; 
For when Gaffray vriih gret toth it knew, 
Ryght deliuerly ther Ariued he, 
2860 Sette it Afire, the Erie gan fie ther trew 
Full viloufiy with huge f hame to vew ; 
After the contre yaffe of the Forefte 
To on hys brother, fo gete by conquefte ; 



2864 



r\ff the forefte Erie made hym entirely. 



Off Gaflfray wiU gret toth leue f hall now 
p'dent, 
And retom I f hall to Eaymounde fully, 
Which wi't^ heuineffe fore hym doth torment. 
2868 He wepte, he wailed, wofully lament ; 

"Wonder pale he waxo, wanting his colour, 
For ende hade he none of this grett dolours. 



2872 



* A las ! alas ! " thys ther faide Eayinounde, 
-^ A more purer man in the wordle ne is 
Off verray trought then I Am this ftounde ! 
Alas ! Melufine ! this day haue don Amys, 
That by my diffaute you haue I lofte this ! " 
2876 (For forow therof fo quaked and fwat), 
" Alas ! fhall I you leue, louo delicat, 



1 £^w?inMS. 



' "be"(?) 



HE BEWAILS HIS CURIOSITY BITTERLY. 
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M 



I fwet hert, my good, my loue, And my life? ^J^^^^ ^ '** 

thoughtB, and cast 
myself into some 
pit- Never shall 
I laugh again ! " 



By the full dolorous fortune 
2880 Now fhall I lefe my ioyous thoughtes penfif, 

Which me haft made fuch As I contune. 

I fhal, lo ! cafte me in fom pitty hume. 

What fhal I now doo, lord god glorias 1 
2884 Keuer fhal I lagh,* neither be ioyous 



W" 



rith that fwete lady whom I loued fo. ' 
She was my folas, my ioy in ech ftede, 
My plefaunce, my comfort, my delite to ! " 
2888 Ther hym difpoilled, entring in his bed ; 

But flepe myght he noght when that he was led; 

he fighedy foghed, wepte -with teres many, 

" lord, wat fhal I doo, lord ? " faid, *' lete me dy I 

2892 TTA ! fwet Melufine, yf I you this lefe, 
-*-^ I fhall go vnto fom defert Cite, 
hennite or reclufe become, god to plefe, 
yn fom forain place where non enchabite. * 

2896 ha ! Melufine, my hertes Appetite, 

Fair lady, my hert, my loue, my plefaunce. 
That you this f hold lefe by fuch ill mifchaunce !" 



Concluding his 
lament, he un- 
dresses and goes 
to bed; but can- 
not sleep- He 
sighs, and cries. 



"Ha! Helusine, 
if [ lose thee. I 
shall go to somo 
desert pUM». 
Ha! Melusine! 
that I should 
thus lose you ! " 



[Fol- M 61 



2900 



The hier off his hede tere of with eret pine, „ ^ ^- 

^ *^ ' He tears the hair 
With fif t his breft fmote, heuily gan mourn, off hi« i»«»d, 

Full ofte wailled, by-weping Melufine ; 



In his bede tumy[n]g. And efte gan retom. 
In on eftat ne myght he noght fogoum ; 
2904 here on bakke laide, efte the bely vppon, 
Toming And wendyng euer enuiron. 

Then in-to chambre Melufine made entre ; 
When f he was comyng, forth-with Anon 
2908 Swetly all naked hir difpoilled fhe, 

Courteifly fhe went ther the bede vppon, 



breast, and 
wails. He turns 
ftrom side to side 
on the bed. 



Melusine then 
returns, un- 
dresses, and lies 
beside him. She 
embraces him. 
and finds his neck 
cold. 



'^-SwinMS. 



2 Sic in MS. 
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MELU81NE COMFORTS RAYMOND. 



as he WM all 
uncovered. 
Boaiy the 
whiapen to bim. 
" Are you feeling 
angniah? Tell 
me the truth, I 
pray. 



Am I not your 
lore? tell me all. 
OonfeMlfyoufeel 
any Ul. and I wiU 
cure yon." 



[Fol. 60.] 
Hearing thla. he 
nUoloee. thinking 
abe knowB no- 
thinjr. Yet she 
knew all. but 
would not speak 
of it. seelnff his 
repentance. 



Raymond sajrs. " I 
have felt great 
heat: andnow tho 
ferer has changed 
to a shivering." 



She embraces and 
kisses him, and he 
focls at ease. I 



With Raymounde f he lay in conclufion ; 
She enbrafing hym, coUyng amourefly, 
2912 Fynding his nekke cold with all the body 

Acaufe that he was All uncouered tho. 
And that by greuous beting And tumyng, 
Full ill was he raid, plonged for in wo. 
2916 In bafe wife Melufine ther hym fayng, 
" Dolour or anguif h be ye ought feling ? 
An ouer pale colour haue ye to eye ; 
Me fay ye the trought, befech you hertly. 



2920 



Alas ! Am I noght your loue eueridell ? 
Fp 



Fro me f hold ye noght hide no maner thing. 
Say me how it is, hele you f hal I welle. 
For no wordly thyng not your-felfe hyndryng. 
2924 Confeffe ye me if Any il be feling, 
Delyuer you f hall A-non openly, 
All hole fhall yc be here now prefently." 

TTTlien Baymound tho wourdes with eres gan 
' ^ here, 
2928 Reioyed merely, thought no-tliyng fhe knew 

Off all that dede which had do entire ; 

yut knew fhe it wel, thow noght faid of-new. 

For he difcouored noght (but kepo it trew) 
2932 The dede vnto no perfon that inftaunce, 

And that therof he had uerray repentaunce 

A hundred tymes more then I can fay. 
Raymound hir faid, " gret hete haue I had 
2936 In maner of continuaunce alway. 

Now is this brennyng whereof Am Adred 
Tomed and changed, into coldneffe lad." 
" helth fhall ye purchas," unto hym faid fhe ; 
2940 " Stoned ne baffhed of no thyng be ye." 

[he embrafed hym And fwetly gan kiffo, 
Where-wM Raymound approchetl gi*et eafe. 



8^ 



GEOFFREY GOES TO FIGHT THE GIANT GUEDON. 
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must now leave 
them. 



Oeofflrey goes to 
Ouerr&od to seek 
the giant, and at 
lact sees the rock 
whereon hb cantle 
Ubollt 



long tyme he regned in fuch ftate of blifTe, 
2944 And fuch lif gan led, ech other gan pleafo. 
Off ther beyng here will I leuo and ceafe, 
To declare and fay make me will redy, 
Afl of my famplere to procede plainly. 

2948 rphen this to my mater here retoume I. 

J- Gaffray with long toth gouemed hym fo, 

That to Guerrande* Gaffray fafte gan to hy, 

Demaundyng the way the Geant vnto 
2952 Where he myght be founde, to fight wtVt hym 
wold go ; 

The Roche perceiued myghty and pnfant, 

Wherto repaired thys cruel Geant, 

C Ailed Guedon,* that fo onmlous was, f^®* ^ * J 

' ^ ' Geoffrey alight*. 

«„^x, Gret, thikke, longo, ftronge, meruelous to'fe. anns himaeir. andj 

again moontu, 

Gaffray fro his hora difcended apas, making fast to his 

saddle-bow a steel 

Armed hym A-non, lenger bode not he. mace. 

When Armed he was, to hors lepe a-ye, 
2960 The geant doubted noght, A ftaf toke of ftile. 
Which at hys arfon made fafte for A-whyle. 



And fin After fefid liis f hild and f hoke. 
Which belides it had f hildes many. 
2964 After his fpero of fharpe yren toke, 

Sauyng goddys grace, gret thyng toke furely. 
hys men commaunded vnto god an hy. 
But for thare maf tor wepte thay in fat place ; 
2968 Thay trowed neuer fe hym in liffes fpace. 



He takes also his 
shield and his iron 
spear, and leaves 
his men, com- 
mending them to 
God on high. 



G' 



) Effray thaim faid, " ftU you, noght difmay ; 
I beleue I f hal this Geaunt difcomfight 
By aid of god And hys moder tliia day." 
2972 Anon than Geffray parted fro thaim ryght. 

Adieu tlio thaim faid, thens went Alone to fyght. 

» MS. " Gueniandc." 
2 MS. "Sucdon;" sec 1.3011. 



Ho bids them 
farewelh, and de- 
parts aloue. as- 
cending the mount 
to reach the casUu. 
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THE OIANT DESPISES GEOFFREY, 



He waito at the 
drawbridge, and 
In a ihrill Toioe 
deflea the giant 



[FoL ».] 
The giant, hear- 
ing him, riMa and 
puts out his head, 
ahowing his i 
and his chin. 



The Roche paffed he, goyng vp Anon 
Vnto the caftell, fette the mount vppon. 

2976 TTnto the brigge cam, with f hil uois gan cry, 
^ " Where Art thou, fals traytour, where Art 

thow? 
To deth f halt thou be cafb by me truly. 
Which in my contre And in my lande now 

2980 So long were hafte had ; to god I A-uow, 
Neuer here-hens fhal I depert no day 
Till uenquifhed or dede haue the I may." 

On A donlon hid was this huge Geaunt, 
*.ww. In the Galaxies being ther w/tA-in, 

The uois hurd of hym noble and pufaimt, 
haftily Anon vp rifing gan to win ; 
his hede put he out, uifage large and chin, 
2988 (Which was All fo gret As A bole his hede), 
Gaflfray with gret toth be-held hym in-ded ; 



The giant thinks 
himself sorely dis- 
graced that a single 
man should wish 
to fight him. and 
at once arms him- 
self. 



taking a falchion 
of steel, three 
flails of iron, and 
three great sledge- 
hammers. He 
lowers the draw- 
bridge, and issues' 
out 



W 



'Orrible gret was, A forwoxen grome. 
Such Another neuer had he fain ; 
2992 Which his goddis fwere that full hym como ; 
Sore uilloined gan hym hold certain, 
When a foule man luft with hym were plain. 
And into hys hous to feke hym comyng. 
2996 lightly hym armed. Anon difcendyng ; 

AFauchon of ft«le went he unto take. 
Well grounde or whet, but tendre was it 
noght ; 
After flaellcs thre' of yre toke for hys fake, 
3000 In hys bofom put thre gret flegges wrought ; 
The bridge Aualed, to iffue out thought. 
Ful gret and large was formed of body ; 
When in his being muftrod unto ey. 



1 MS. "thcr;" Fr. text, irois. 



BUT HE IS NOT TERRIFIED. 107 

3004 Tiliftene fote long this Geaunt waa expreffe : He is fifteen fe«t *. 

|i " * long; yet Geoflhrey 

-*- And when Gkiffiray nehed hym in-dede, fe*r»himnot,but 

•^ '^ defies him boldly. 

Strongly merueled of his huge gretneffe, 
But yut for all that of hym noght gan drede, 
3008 Neither fere had for gretneffe, lenght, ne brede, 
But that Anon diffied hym boldly, 
And towarde thys Geaunt drew hyw lightly. 



"^^^ 



at art thoul" faid Guedon, "truffe ..w?**L"i' 



Who art thou ?- 

hens," faid he. '^^^''t^'^Jl^ 

' am Geofflvy with 

3012 Ilym he anfwered, " fir," faid wtUout blame, tjie long tooth." 

Wretch," says 

" Gaflfray wiHi lone toth fo men callyn me : Ouedon, "i wiii 

'' -o J ^ slay thee with one 

At no day ne hour neuer hid my name ; "oie stroke.* 

Thine * hed come to haue, diffende f e for fhame !" 
3016 "Caytiff," faid^ Guedon, "wat cafte thou to do? 
The will fle* Anon wtt^ o foule ftroke or to; 



TJEns 

JlL ur 



ye now retom, my fair fone," he faide, " i pity y«n.'* »j» 

^ * •^ ' ' Guedon. "and 

' Off the in my hert renneth cret pite, •drise yon. as a 

•^ o r 7 friend, to dejwrt." 

3020 your yongly perfon feing at this braide. But Geoffrey bids 

him rather pity 

And that ye er or* gret habilite ; ws own life, 
Gaflfray, go hens of frendlyhede," faid he. 
hym Anfwered ho, " foly, is no nay ; 
3024 l^fiue thou pite non but of thi life this day, 



p 



Or wit/iout ditfauto fhe fhall ende Anon. which should soon 

end, as he cannot 

Fro keruing of my fwerd here now diffend possiwy escape. 

Geofllrey advances 
the ; to the encounter, 



In mortall deth dye fhall here thi perfon ; 
3028 Efcapo maifte thou noght in no wyfe fro me." 
Thys Geaunt noglit told of hym in no degre, 
Gaffray cam fafte contring the Geaunt then. 
As mocho And As fafte As hys courfer myght 
ren. 

• MS. " Thime." ^ MS. " And •• » MS. " fhe.'^ * " ar of " (?) 
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THE COMBAT BETWEEN GEOFFREY 



and oTerthrowB 
the gUot The 
gUni, Mtonished. 
rUea up. ftnd tells 
him hit ftroke 
•hall be repaid. 



[FoL 61.] 
Being wrath at 
haring been thus 
•truck down bjr a 
•ini^e blow, he 
•eises his steel 
fidchion, and cuts 
the legs off Geof- 
frey's horse. 



The hone falls, 
Geoffrey leaps off, 
and at a blow 
nearly serers the 
giant's left arm. 



But Guedon. to 
end the fight, deals 
Geofhvy a blow on 
the helm with his 
flail, which almost 
fells him. 



Ocofltey nms and 
fetches his steel 
mace. 



3032 l^Ow god hym focour ! in brefte ther hym fett, 
•^^ Thys cruel Geant A fers ftroke yaff he ; 
By hys wurthineffe fo gan do and bette, 
WitAout any demage he cafte don to fe. 
3036 All afboned of that aduerlite, 

Thys Greaunt roffe vp ; " haft thou noght," he 

faid, 
"Take me fuch offering, it yild fhall be this 
braide." 

On fote hopte he up, malice and wroth was 
That don to grounde fo cafte in that lie 

By A foule ftroke of knyghtly manaca 
Then he in hand toke hys fauchon of ftile ; 
As Gaffray wold torn, fogemyng no whyle, 
3044 The fauchon of ftele, the Geant in hand, 
Off Gaffray curfer the legges trenchand. 



mt 



Ihe courfer fill don, fro hors lepte* Gaffray,' 
No-thyng hym lette, Fro fcaberge his fwerd 
drew; 
3048 To the giant went with raundon gret that day, 
The finiftre Anne fmote he 'V'ppon trew, 
Ryght As belonged to knightly uertew, 
hys fauchon he made to fall the hand ^ro, 
3052 That neuer After nod had non ther-to ; 

^Or Gaffray fuch ftroke fette, he failled noght; 
In the hanche four hurt greuoufly he was, 
But to h}Tn Guedon Approched ny, thought 
3056 So that mortall were ther h}Tn gan purchas, 
his flael ther toke myghtly A-place, 
To Gaffray therof gaf on the holme hy. 
All Af toned Almofte At ground truly. 

Tnto his fcaberge the fwerde put Gaffray, 
-^ To his courfer ran, his ftaffe tlier takyng, 
» MS. " Icpctc ; »' but see 1. 3070. 



p 



3060 



AND THE HUGE GIANT GUEDON. 109 

To thys Greant cafte A huge ftroke that day, »nd with it 

° , . strikes the giant 

Stager And f toinhle made with hys fore linking ; so that he stum- 

bles and drops the 

3064 hys Flael fro hand caufed ther fleing. flaii ouedon 



On oflf hys [s]legges* Guedon* toke in hafte. 
To Gaflfray wightly And fharply it cafte, 



seixes a sledge- 
hammer. 



With the faid ftroke"caft of myghty vertew „,^^tft i^U. 
Off Gaffray the ftafe or axe gan attain, ^^^^^ SSd. 
Fro hys handes made to fle and remew. ^^ ^^®"£l?" ^' 

•^ up. Geoffrey 

This Giant lepte forth, the ftafe toke certain ; draws his sword. 
To Gaflfray noght had twixfle hys handes twain, 
3072 But GaflQuy his fwerd gan to draw Anon, 
And vppon the Anne it fett of Guedon ;' 

And fo huge A ftroke geuyng hym was tho, "2-J^cS^r 
That quite clene the anne fhai^e oflf P'f,**|f^f ^^ 

^ (all all his 

thrOUghtly. weapons. 

3076 Gaflfray full manlly ther Auenged fo 

Oflf Guedon' the Giant ftrong and myghty, 
Where Armo, ftafe, or Axe, done fill hym 

ryght ny. 
Where-thorught for wo the faide Geant fuatte, 

3080 For Anguiflfh And forow lefte his Anne & bede.* 

Pull moche the Geant was Af toned tho, The giant strikes 

' at Geoflfrey with 

When oflf hys Armes on had lof te of-new ; his swoni. but he 

slips aitide. aud 

haufed his fwerd, trowing Gaflfray fmitte to ; with a marvellous 

stroke cuts his foe's 

308 1 But the ftroke uoided And fomwat w/t^drow, thigh right in 
A litell blenched enmyddes the medew, 

Vppon his legge fmote witA fwerde wonderly, 
A meruelous ftroke gaflfe, Ato carf * hys thy. 

3088 mhis Giant fill, cryinpj his coddis aide : The giant fails. 

I > J o © y Geoffrey cleaves 

-*- Gaflfray A ftroke gaflfe tho his fcuUe vppon, his heati to the 

teeth, 

he oflferyng fo, the hehne rent And foulle raide, 

> MS. has " loggcs," a notable blunder. 

« MS. " Gf.uedon.** 3 MS. ** Suedon." 

* Indistinct. » MS. "craf ; " but see 1. 3092. 
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GE0F7RET BREWS THE OIANT'S CX)RP8E. 



ancUnising 
hia Saracen horn, 
blows It loudly. 



[Foiei] 
Qeotmf* m«n 
come up, and find 
the giant ilain. i 
They manrel at 
his length and 
breadth. 



The lords oompll- 
ment OeoiRrey 
highly, and teU 
him he has done 
" an inly good 



The helme cutte And rent till the teth Adon ; 
3092 The fwerde fo cuttyng, the hede carf Anon. 
After that hys home farilin toke he, 
hyly it blowyng times to or thre. 

His peple the founde full wel vnderftode, 
To hym hied, taried noght certain ; 
Enmyddes the medew founde where he ftode, 
Thys cruell Geaunt which fat he had Hain. 
When this meruelous Geant ther was fain, 
3100 Off his faccion Aftoned thay were, 

hys lenght, his brede was fo ouermette there. 

TO Gaffray the lordes toke vnto fay, 
" Off this Geaunt huge mifgouemaunce 
3104 ye vnto thys man meued were thys day, 

As hym to uenquifh thought in remembraunce, 
Thys enemy difcomfite this inftaunce ; 
Truly ye haue dofi An inly good ded.*' 
3108 Gaffray Anfwered ther, " faire lordes," fed, 



Oeofnrey Bays he 
has but done his 
duty. They enter 
the castle, which 
is well built and 
fair. 



*' XT it US behouid, were it wrong or ryght ; 
^^ For it putt abake I ne myght, parde ; 
My lif to diffend I f hold, yff I myght ; 
3112 And fo haue I done, our IokI preifed be, 
hym conquered haue here As ye may fee." 
Thay entred there, to caftell gan repare, 
AVliich was well billed to fight, And full faire. 



Tinge joy is niade 
both by small and 
great, because the 
giant was discom- 
fited and stone- 
dead. 



3116 



II f En all this knew thorugh that region, 



For-why f hold we then fpeke therof more ? 
huge icy and folas therof made and don, 
Bothe tho gret and fmall gret ioy made tlierffor, 
3120 That the Geant was by Gaffray don bore. 
So difcomfite, ftandede. And all cold ; 
hug[e] ioy and gladneffe in centre tho hold. 



Raymond's letter to geoffret. Ill 

Off this lande made lorde he by this uiage, [Fol es b.] 
Oeofflrey is made 
Wherby manly had ended the werre the. lord of th«t 

rm 1 */..«. country. A mea- 

Ther-thens to uavuent A man lent in meflage, senger teiut the 

DewBto RAjnnond* 

Which full courtois was, inly wife alfo ; 
Thys laid meffinger Eaymounde faid unto, 
3128 That by Gaffray the Giant fere and bold 
Was defcomfite and put to deth, he told. 

RAymounde laughed tho, hym preifing fafte Sr^Z^'eTti 
ill^QXQ^ mcMenger a rich 

tdft. He next 

Mcluiine without Othir tarving Ukes paper and 

•^ ^ wax to his 

3132 Made right good chere vnto the meffinger : secreury. and 

^ ® ^ * dlctotes a letter, 

When hym chered had wit^ all maner thyng, 
A ryche gifte hym gaffe ; Eaymounde tho 

writyng, 
Paper And wexe toke to hys fecretory, 
3136 Anon A letter conceued haftily, j 



T 



he tenure of which was well deuyfed : ^^}^^ *>• •f^» , 

»' ' and sends to Geof- 

By Eaymounde feled were thai in Jwt place ; ^y *»> h^'^T'^' 
So forth fend by Raymoimde, fo anifed, Fromont had be- 

" ^ ' ' come a monk in 

3140 Vnto Gaffray which in Guerrande tho wace, the abbey of 

;; ' MaUIezaU. 

" hou that Fromount his uefture gan purchace 
At Maillers, And ther refceiued gan fay, 
And that A monke was in that faide Abbay ; 

3144 It There tliat he wold ufe All his liffes fpace, where he would 

YY , r -^ siMjnd his life In 

' » And for his firendes pray to god An hy, prayer for his 

_, , .11 1 It friends. Alas! 

For that it was an mly deuout place. this letter was 

Alas ! thes letters il hour wrought truly, iiour. for thereby 

3148 For thai tomed to the contrary. Meiustne*"" *** 
He thorthorugh lofte the fair Meluline, 
Whom that ho loued with parfite loue fine.* 

NOw fhall we leue at thys time the lyffe V?o\. «3 1 

w * ^ - Of Raj-mounde the fwete And courtois only, lift of Raymond 

and Meluslne. 
* Here follows the catchword—" Now fhall wc leue at \>is time." 
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THE MESSAGE TO GEOFFREY FROM NORTHUMBERLAND. 



and BiMak of 
0«offre7, who 
WM now in 
Guemnd 
country. 



where he was 
royally foMted 
for kllllnff the 
giant While ho 
was there, came a 
messenger fW>m 
Norbelande to 
him, and haring 
foond him ■ 



and presented 
his letters, be 
|»roceeds to tell 
of a giant who 
had come to 
Norbeland, 
savage, cruel, 
and dangerous. 



and had brought 
war on all the 
country. He 
begs Geofn-ey to 
help them 
vpeetlily. as the 
nobles of the land 
have gmat trust 
in his might 



Of Melufine als hys ful noble wyfe, 
Which at pat hour was A woman worthy. 
Of Gaffray wit^ grot toth declare fhal I ; 
3156 After thys I fhall you outre and fay ; ^ 
In Guerrande contre tho was Gaffray, 

All tho contre hym fefted roially 
For thys Geant fake that he diftroid there : 
3160 Gret ioy ther had of peple ful many. 

With that cam to hym ther A meffengere, 
To gaffray comyng in humble manere, 
Fro Norbelande After Gaffray demaunding 
3164 Whero pat he was ; many hym f hewing, 

To Gaffray prefented thes letters there. 
" My lord," he faid, " for goddys hy mercy, 
That it myght you pies me vnderftande here. 
3168 Vnto Norbeland is comyn truly 

A man more grotter then other Any, 
Which is A Geaunt, wonder meruelous, 
Ouerthwart cruel and ryght perilous ; 



3172 



TTe hath brought were [on] all our contre. 



Wherfor I am come to feke you thys hour, 
Here requeryng you for all loue may be, 
ye of Gentilleffe wold be ther focour ; 
3176 Tho of contre, the lordcs of honore. 

In your pcrfon haue ryglit gret affinunce, 
Wiln}Tig you to come haftly thys inftaimce. 



[Foi. ea b.] 

Urging him ho 
adds that ail the 
country will be 
given up to him, 
A8 he may see ttnm 
thelett^rra. The 
people tnist 
wholly to him to 
destroy the giant 



SO that ouer-lang ye mow noght tary ; 
^.^^ For you will thai yild all the hole contre, 
Ther landes to hold of your eftate hy. 
For fothe your letters, if opened be, 
ye may wel know the trouth And ueryte. 
3184 Thay haue cafte ther loote certes you vppon. 
Off thys fbrong Geaunt caufe diftniccion." 



OEOPPREY SAYS HE WILL GO THERE. 
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G' 



( Eflfray the letters After breke and rayd, 
Fro* wurde unto wurd, And fithen hym faid, 
3188 "Mellinger, trouth is, no ly on you had ; 
By the holy croffe fwere I you this braid, 
That men cal Geflfray with long toth difplaid 
hens wold noght remeue for lande ne hauour, 
3192 But for the contre only to focour. 



On reading the 
letters, Oeol&«y 
•wean that he 
will go. but it is 
not for Unda or 
possesaions, but 
for the sake of 
helping the 
people. 



F 



on whom he has 
pit7. because he 
has great seal for 
Christianltj. 
Also he 
would win 
honour: there- 
fore he prepares 
atonoe. 



j^Or off the peple haue I gret pitte. 
For the good zele haue to criftine entyre, 
Wherin I haue grette afl&nite : 
3196 Als honour And worfhip to acquire. 

Off me the werre the Giaunt doth defixe. 

Anon fhall I go hym Affail quikly." 

To thys forth-progreffe Geffray made redy. 

3200 A meffynger the men tyme gan difcend Meanwwie a 

l\ ^ messenger from 

-*-^ Off hys fader part, forth-wM hym taking w* father brings 

•^ ^ ' •^ ® him letters to tell 

The letters, al which that he hym fend. wm that his 

brother b— be- 

Geffray thaim rad, And when he was knowing come a monk, at 

which he Is angry 

3204 That his brother was A monke hym yilding, and sad. 
leuer had hym be honged were As thef ; 
Wherof to hert had dole of gret myfchef : 



3208 



HOu-were-it that ioy of hys fader had, 
And of Melulme his modcrs welfaire, 



[roL64.1 
He was pleased 
to have good 

Thay were hole and founde, of Jjot was he glad. H^rnl^oth^.^iirt ' 
When of hys brother Fromont hurd declare, ll^J'JS^^ot 
That he monke was f horn, dole had And gret care ; S^X^d^h^ * 
3212 Off the difpite hys witte gon And lofte, ^^oJT*** 

Vermail rede As blode, with wreth tende hys 
gofte ; 







ff malice And wreth had in his body 



Fuming like a 

he uomed And fwatte, A fwine refembling ; he made aii afhUd 
3216 Neuer man non hym beheld ueryly him. 



But of huge drede ther he were tremblyng. 

» MS. " For." Fr. text, " de mot en mot." 
8 
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GBOFFREY HEARS ABOUT PROMONT, 



Then In 
hisiMMionhe 
ezclftlms. " TheM 
Tile monks 



**Ther tho ill," he fayd, **thys lechorus being, 
Thes fals monkes, which full uicious be, 
3220 Thay haue now, by the holy trynite, 



lure rarely en- 
chAotedmy 
brother, to 
mftke hlxn torn 
monk «nd hare » 
shaven crown. 
But they ahaU 
■ofhr tar It 
The errand into 
KorthnmberlaBd 
must be imt off a 
whUe. 



M' 



[j brother- Fromont haue enchanted fure, 
A monke haue hym made, certes, in ther 
town. 
To thaim might yut come fom mifauenture : 
3224 hym haue thay f horn and made to here A crown ; 
In f hall tham put into gret mifchef down. 
Of this other erande bide Awhile will I ; 
Thys monkes will fe, long er that I dy. 



I will go at once 
and bom up all 
these monke 
together." He 
bids themes- 



Northumberland 
await Us retnra, 
when he win go 
with them M he 



3228 TTErre of fhall noght be or to that place go, 
-■- Thaim fhall I brenne to-geders in A fire." 
Tho melTengerB of norbelande faid to : 
" you commaunde al abide me here entire, 

3232 For f hortly with you go wil at defire, 
That cruell Geaunt As to difcomfight. 
So fhall it be don As graunted haue ryght 



[FoL M h.] 
Thejr promise to 
guard his house 
in his absence, 
and to wait tUl 
his return. He * 
sends them away 
without fkulher 
parley. 



rilhai, which durft noght with-fay hys hy renon, 
3236 -■- hym Anfwered : " we will, lord honourous, 

Sin it plefith you, it is good refon : 

In your abfence, fchall warde and kepe J)/s hous. 

Without departing, to be laborous 
3240 Till the tyme approche A-gane you f hal fe." 

Geffray anfwered : " wele faide here hauo ye; 



and summoning 
his people, rides 
with all speed 
tUI he reaches 
Maillexais 
Abbey on a 
Tuesday- 



G' 



[0 forth," faid he, " with-out fayng-Again." 
To hys peple faid, " vnto hors ye goo ; 
3244 I fhall nothyng fpare ualey ne montain. 
Till that I come Maillers Abbay vnto." 
Then Geffray hym put forth on hys way tho, 
Thys fers, cruell, hardy, the Tewifday, 
3248 So rode that he lyued at the Abbay. 



AND SETS OFF TO HAILLEZAIS IN A RAGB. 
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mh 



Ihe monkes were in their cbapitre-hous, : 
And Geflfray Anon entred ther within : 
When thes monkes knew thys man honorous, 
3252 To ryn him Again Alfafte gan begin, 

As wel gret As finall towar[d] hym gan wyn, 
All the hole couent ther hym fainting, 
Full gret ioy thay had As of hys comyng. 



He finds the 
monks in the 
chapter-house. 
They are de- 
lighted at hia 
coming' 



3256 rphen to the abbot, which that balled was, 
JL hath Graffray fpokyn rude and buftefly, 
As A man chaufed * with yerfull manace. 
" Ha ! dan Abbot," toke hym to fay an hy, 

3260 " Abbot, forwhy haue ye made folyly 

My brother A monke in thys faid Abbay 
To leue c^iualiy, takyng your ordre Ay? 



3264 



TN good feith, full is mufed and thought, 



But roughly and 
angrily he de- 
mands of the 
Lord Abbot why 
they hare so 
foolishly made 
his brother 
leave chivalry 
and turn monk. 



For your mortall deth ye tho gan purchace : 
ye fchal dy for your wykkydneffe wrought. 
Both ye And all your couent in thys place." 
Then fore he grint And ftrayined his teeth apace. 
3268 All tho which were the Abbay within 
Thai had gret drede, feing hym fo begin. 



[FoL «3w] 
HeUireatena 
them all with 
death, and 
grinding his 
teeth saragely. 
puts them into 
great dread. 



rphes monkes wepte, And fighed ful fore there They weep and 
J- Of the fereful drede which that time thai had. SdSeSrf 



3272 Then dan Abbot of the hous gan anfwere, 



Abbot decUrcs it 
has all been done 



" Sir, by me noght was it forth broght ne lad ; *>'^"°°*'* 



own free will. 



By hym-felfen was it, trow I f hall ful fad ; 
he fo meued with good deuocion 
3276 As Entre into this religion. 



He may see Fro* 



TTEre Fromont may fe ye, lo ! perfonally, „« _, ^ . 
J-A yflfitlikeorpleafeyouhymdemaunde,lo!" "S^'tohis 
Fromont thys hym faid, " brother, verily ^"*^*'"' ^" 



MS. " chamfed." Fr. text, " eflckauffez." 
8 • 
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OBOFFUET BURNS THE ABBEY OF MAILLEZAIS, 



out the Abbot's 
Mcoimt, And adds 
that he will be 
nothing but a 
monk. 



His fkther and 
mother, he says, 
had consented, 
and were glad that 
he should enter on 
this Ufe. that thejr 
all might benefit 
by his prsjers. 



[Fol. 86 b.] 
Oeotbvy, almost 
mad with rage, 
replied to him 
sadly. Then 
departing, shut 
the doors, and 
savagely orders 
fael to be col- 
lected. 



3280 By non is it wrought, but by my-felfe do : 
A monke for to be, Am, And f hall be to ; 
Wher wtt^in for you to our lord f hal pray, 
To other dedes attende wil no day, 

3284 "P^t only to god, to whom I am yild. 

-L^ hit pleafed my fader, to hym acceptiff, 
And to Melufine, my good moder milde : 
Full gladly thay wold I f hold ufe my life 

3288 here As for to pray our lord celeftif 
For thaim and for you in efpeciall. 
That in paradife he vs do put alL" 

GEflfray vnderftode Almofte in wode rage, 
^ Thaken^ with A meruelo«s corage tho, 

Moche ther refceiued to hym delefull langage. 
Fro-thens deperted, the dores after drew to, 
All tho within clofid and f hitte alfo, 
3296 After fend to fecche, of ferolite, 

Straw And berres* wonder gret plente. 



which he has 
piled about the 
Abbey, and then 
sets it all on fire. 



TO all ilnefife do luft had and talent, 
Thys brufchet made put in-to on hepe, 
3300 What caufo eche merueled, in ther entent. 
Fire hath he taken and put in therto ; 
That in litell while fe f hold not man, lo ! 
For the fmoky fume fmortherting fo was, 
3304 The Abbay it toke, fore gan it enbras. 



The Abbey, the 
Abbot, and a 
hundred monks, 
are consumed. - 



The fire fo kindled thorugh all certainly, 
The monkes all betrapped and forf hend. 
That neuer on foule* fcaped outwardly. 
3308 The Abbot And A himderd monkes brend 
On tewfday, by fortune, fo ther end : 

" Taken." Fr. text, ** Esprins." 



» ** breres " (?) Fr. " busche. 



3 MS. "foule." 



FROMONT, THE ABBOT, AND ALL THE HONKS. 
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All that ther within wafted to huge grame. 
To gret forow And wo, vnto full huge f hame ; 



3312 



Anda 
il By 



Most of the 
Irailding U de- 



nd als the mofte parte of thys faid abbay 

hym ftroied, bruled and fcorched tho : rtroyed. and not 

one soul escaped. 

Ther not lefte ne bode o foule man that* day, Geoffrey, on 

coming to 

Thorughly brende it was to gret f hame and wo. himaeif. laments 

what he has done, 

3316 When better remembred* hys diffaute, lo ! 
With fhill voce cried fat time hautaynly, 
" Alas, caitife ! " faide, " don hafte foUly, 



TTThich thys minftre undo and fo brend." 
3320 ' T his brother ofte bement dede fo, noght 
in graue ; 

After the Abbot And all the couent. 

Foltif h he was, For tho thaim might not haue, 

Neuer for golde ne for hauour craue. 
3324 he thaim complained And waymented fore, 

Off pite fighed, lamenting euermore. 



[FoL o&i 
the barning of the 
minster, and his 
brother unburied, 
and the Abbot 
For there was no 
getting them back 



Tjlro-thens departed, on his courfere lepte, 

-L He right noght fparyng ualey ne montayn, 
3328 In paynfull wo was, mufing thoughtes kepte. 

Of his brother brende fore hym gan complain ; 

So god' religious As he was certain. 

Then to hym-felfe faid ; " fair god lord an hy, 
3332 What may me become or what do f hall 1 1 



Leaving Mall- 
lesais, he rode 
hard, thinking 
much of his good 
religious brother: 
and then up- 
braids himself. 






1 to what ende come, certes, know ne may 
Neuer man bom fro Adam to thys hour 

Ne war fo well wurth to be dampned ay ! 
3336 Wei fhewith I am An ill fals traitour, 

I here more wurfe then ludas the fynnour. 

Neuer fhall I fee, vifage to vifage. 

Off god our Fader femyng in corage. 



that he is more 
worthy of damna- 
tion than any 
man. even than 
Judas Iscarlot. 
and shall be shut 
out of God's 
Bight. 



> MS. "thai." 



» MS. " rcmenbred." 



• "good"(?) 
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QEOFFREY SETS OFF FOR NORTHUMBERLAND. 



He prayi for 
death. In this 
B0IT7 frmme he 
reaeheeOuer- 
nnde. and finds 
the messenger 
waiting for him. 



[Fol. 06 b.] 
Oeoflkvy is pleased 
toMehim,and 
goes at onoe. 
taking bnt ten 
retainers. 



HewasfMsted 
by the people 
before he went 
onboard. With 
a fair wind he 
sets out at once 
on his Toyage. 



3340 Tlf'Ortall deth, now com bering me away ! " 
-*^ Such difcomforth had Grafifray in corage. 
Forfoth fo rode An eafy pace that day, 
That to Guerrande came forth fo in viage, 

3344 Full malice And wrogh[t] of thys huge damage 
Which that tyme had don, And fore gan com- 
plain. 
The meilingere lefte contred hym Again : 

TTThen Gefiray hym faw, in hert was full glade ; 
3348 ' ^ Fro-thens departyd vnto vnderftande. 

Of no creature demaund loue ne had. 

he ther-thens wende towarde norbelande, 

Where-hens the meilinger of the faide lande 
3352 Which to Gafifray cam requiring hym then : 

And oflf his maynee had he but ten. 



A 



\ thought he wold noght ouer flow to be : 
Anon As he Approched the port there, 
3356 Men hym made gret fefte or f hippe made entre ; * 
And off the contre the faid meffynger, 
Which condute this knight the way and manere. 
The faill reifed vp, the winde fofte gan blow, 
3360 Anon difancred the f hippe in a throw ; 



The people bless 
them as they 
start, and with a 
fair wind and 
good ship they go 
on their way. I 
sliall now leave 
Geol&«y and 
speak of Ray- 
mond. 



He was living 
merrily at 
Youvant with his 
wife, Melosine. 
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Ihe maryner thaim put in-to the fe, 
And at departfon thaim bleffed all tho. 
The winde was good, the f hippe welle failled fche, 
3364 In a litill while ferre paffed And goo, 
A kennyng thaim was but A Jape vnto. 
Ryght thus of Gaffray f hall reft and f till me, 
And declare And fpeke of Raymoimde the fre. 

3368 "O Aymounde at vauuent lad a mery^ lif ; 

J-^ Wher hym gan to hold, As long As he 
myght. 



» MS. "entire." 



» MS. "amery." 



A MESSENGER GOMES TO RAYMOND. 119 

r 

With fayre Meluline hys full noble wyffe. At dinner one 

*^ "^ day a great piece 

Thys gentill Raymonde was A courtois knyghi j'^^^tTf** 
3372 At vauuent were both, as * refon was and rygbt. 
Anon had thay full dolorous noyfaunce ; 
As at diner fate, at ther own plefaunce, 

Aferrom thai faw com A meffingere, [Fol 671 
Aflir off they ww 
Which in humble wife thaim were fainting ; a meeaenger who 

But hys colour changed .fodainly there, them: bat in 

For thys caufe that he the dede was doubting to giTe*hto* 

Of that melTage behofull hym doing. SlSw'cofoar. 

3380 And Raymound to hym tho ther faid anon : SS^f^Sf 

" Gentill meflingere, welcom to vs echon." 







ff noueles Anon gan hym to enquere ; They inquire 

Where-hens he cam; And fro what place imiutntter 

- . J strange news, 

pat day. for which I am 

3384 (Alas I outre mofbe noueles in fbrange manere, ^^li^b right 
.Tham vnto declare wo is me alway ; "*"* ^ 

For fuch tydinges And nouels f hall fay 
Which ben full ill, ryght noght, full of yre, 

3388 And ryght hiduous, Any man to hyre. 

TTThero-thorugh Raymounde fhall lefe the owtogto 

V V which Raymond 

T V company shall loee his 

Off faire Meluline, fro that for all-wais, TheViw te/il"^ 

Neuer after Yrith hys wife be truly : 
3392 Where fho no ^oint had off diffame no dais.) 
Then the meffinger fpake wtt^ut delais, 
" Sir, vnderftande, my wordes and entent 
To fay behouith, wherof Am dolent ; 



them 



3396 f\n of youre children take hath mortall." that one of 

■ ■ ^ their children. 



On of: 
" Which is he 1 " faid Raymounde : " fir, Fiimont. is 

dead, and Ray- 
Fromont it is." mondaslulfhe 

" hou is he dede 1 good fir, fay me all. 
1 MS. "08." 
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RAYMONDS GRIEF AT THE NEWS. 



lainteiredln 
our Lady's Abbey 

»t; 



[FoL «r 6.) 
BntUMina*- 
mngernpUm 
thatFromont 
bad not been 
buried, bat 
burnt by Geoflkey 
in tbe Abbey. 



The abbot and 
monks were all 
•eorcbed and 
burnt to aahee; 
Oeof&«y abut 
them in and 
burnt them, out 
of spite against 
Fhnnonl 



Raymond, at the 
ne«rs, bathes his 
heart in sorrow, 
but sternly com- 
mands the 
messenger to be 
sure he is nut 
lying. 



He replies that 
be saw it with 
his two eyes. 
Raymond, in 
great dolour. 



mt 



Is noght the body bered of hys 1 
3400 On his foule mercy the lord do of blis ! 
Entered in churche is of our lady 
In Abbay off Maillers full follemply." 

fTlhys mefl&nger faid with f hill vois hautain, 
3404 A " That bliffed man neuer had fepulture ; 
Wilbelouid fir, this ypu fay fertain, 
Afom all will declare the Auenture, 
hou Gaflfray hym put to f hameuous oppreffure, 
3408 Fired and bymde, ftroyng the Abbay 

Off Maillers, for Fromont hys fake Alway, 

Ihe Abbot And monkes conuentuall, 
That ther o foule man efcapid noght, 
3412 But fcorched and brend were to Afkes fmall ; 
And hou the doures made fafte As cowde be 

thought ; 
For drede non durfte fle, to-geders brende and 

brought, 
For the gret difpite which in hert he had* 
3416 Off Fromont, that in monkes wede was clade." 

TTThen Kaymound it knew, blilTed wzt/t ryght 

▼V hand, 
In forow And wo hys hert bathed he. 
yut Another tyme he gan to demand, 
3420 Commaunding hym ftraitly As myght be, 
That he hym fay the troulh and verite. 
** Se here," he faid, " gret cruelto f hewyng, 
Is it this ? ward the that thou ly no thing ! '* 

3424 TTE hym anfwerd, " fir, it is rj^ght this ; 
-LL I dare wel fay this, fo god me do aid ; 
'With my eyes to faw it, foo haue I blis ! " 
When Raymounde it hurd, colour changed fat 
braid, 

1 MS. "bed." 



RAYMOND VISITS THE RUINS OF MAILLEZAI8. 121 

3428 For ende had he non in his dolour laid. i««i« upon hone- 

back. 
To hors lepe he tho wtt^-out tarjring. 

In hert was ryght wo And full fore momyng. 

Fr penfif mufes hym fafte befeying, [FoI. a.] 

w^- He reft noght to ryde, fo to Maillers cam. onoetoMii- 
Such A pace rode, yut ther the &ay finding, hean men com- 
Eaymounde perceiued the gret lofc[e]^ And seeatblfat^y 

jm reduced to a 

iname. ruin. 

Ech man complayned on Gafifray by name. 
3436 The Abbay faw brend And woxin defert, 
Which caufid gret wo hym to haue at hert. 



Fl beheld Aboute euery part fure, Much enraged. 

Seyng the Abbot And monkes brend were ; OMffi^shau die 
3440 Als feing the meruelous auenture, mannerfif he 

" By god died in croffe," Eaymound gan fwere, ^hi^*'**'**'^* 
That " GaSr&j f hold dye in cruell manere, 
yff atwixft his handis he hym haue myght, 
3444 He wold make hym ende, And f hameuous deth 
dight ! " 

rphere lepte vp Again hys courfere vppon, Agtin he mounte 

-J- So inly malice, full of wrath and yre, no wi^to auy 

In f huch c As broght, wif te not wat fay ne don ; feat homeward. 
3448 To fogerii At Maillers more wold not defire. 
Fro-thens departed, tomyng hole entire 
hamwarde in ioumay ryght full befily. 
Al day ther he ibde fafte And fpedfully, 

3462 Olo the my ffhty ftrenght attained he was He reaches the 

^ ^^ n „ , . , , fortofVouTant. 

^^ Of vauuent caftell, entred in and wend ; »nd aiighu trom 
hys courfere As the wynde forth went apace. enten hii 
When w/tAin was, After gan difcend ; shuts the door. 

3456 lenger wold he noght bide ne attend. 
In-to the chambre entred he Anon, 
The dores to hym drew And clofyd echon. 

• See I. 3608. Fr. text, "perte." 
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Raymond's oomplaint against fortune. 



[FoL n b.] 
Then be begins to 
lament and waU, 
nylng. "Ab! 
Fortune ! tbj 
dealings are too 
manifest, tboa 
art not secret 
onooi^ 



Wben I put Barl 
Amerj to death 
by moonlight, 
thou wert the 

Alas! he 

■ a peerless 

ni 



And next, thou 
madestme 
marry this in* 
fkmoQS serpent; 
and one of my ten 
children by her, 
a holy monk, is 
dead. 



and bis brother 
slew him. Her 
children will do 
no good. I could 
not have beliered 
it, had I not seen 
her in the bath. 



[FoL ».] 
I saw through 
the hole in the 
door that she 



rphere began he wonder waymenting ; 
3460 -*- Complaynyng, wayling, And lamentyng to 
fee. 

" Ha ! " he faid, " Fortune, to riue art being ; 

Ne hafbe thou not be with me full preue. 

Aboue All other hafte* thou hated me ! 
3464 Alas ! this for-whi haft thou me in hate ? 

To tech me were thou contrary fat date, 

TTThen thou me madefb that murther to do 
' » Off the noble Erie of peiters being, 
3468 Ameiy the good notable knyght tho ; 

I hym put to deth by the mone f hynyng. 

By the, lady Fortone, thou were it cauUng ! 

Alas ! he was man in tyme full worthy ! 
3472 Hys pere noght founde Athiflid Home truly ! 

After me made by thy will and uolente 
To take this woman of the Fayry, 
This* here diffamed ferpent vnto fe ; 
3476 I am not wronged' thow it bewayle furely. 
Then* fair children haue I had hir by ; 
But on is dede, whereof Am I penfiffe, 
Which was A monke leuyng holy life. 

3480 fllher now his brother hat[h] put hym deth to. 
J- I trow thes children which that f he bare 
In this worle ne f hall no maner good do. 
The begynnyng noght, of trouth to declare, 

3484 And, by the teres off uandofme hys fair, 
hit I to beleue is but fantefy, 
Ne hade I hir fain in the bath only ; 

I not ferre fro thens, the trouth vn-to tell, 
By the litell hole of the dore gan fe 
Fro the hed adon vnto the nauell 



MS. **baate." » MS. "Thes." » "wrong' 

*«Ten." Fr. text, " dix." 



(?) 



MELUBINE COMES TO RAYMOlfl). 
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A full fair and gent woman there was f he ; 
But under was A ferpent of verite, 
3492 A taiU burled had of filuer and Afure, 

Ther bete that all the water flaffhed fure, 

Tjlull grett hiduou[s]neffe to my hert made. 

J- Neuer was ther man if hir gan to fe 
3496 In the eftat that I ther faw hir clad, 

But that wold Anon Away fro hir fle ; 

For it was thing dredfull As myght be. 

God me ward and kepe fro werk diabolike, 
3500 And ftedfafte me hold in feith catholike ! " 



WM a wonuMi 
from her head to 
her middle, but 
beneath a eopent. 
with a tall striped 
with blue and 

No man coald 
have beheld her 
at I did, and 
not have fled 
for fear. God 
keep me ftom 
diaboUc works!" 



TjlAir Melusine tho the dore gan unf hit, 
-*- Well cowde it vnloke, in gan f he repaire, 
AJfo to .the dore the key had of it. 
3504 Knyghtes, ladeis, damicelles full fair^, 
Squiers, yongmen, maydens debonair, 
With Melusine ther entre made fat ftounde 
Into the chambre where Eaymound was founde. 

3508 Tn the faide chambre entred thai Anon. 



Melusine nnlodca 
the door, and 
brings witti her 
into the chamber 
a company of 
squires and 
maidens. 



I 



Rsjmond is 
much Texed at 

Raymounde faw hys wife, marred was he tho. **»• •Urht of her, 

•^ •^ ' and begins to 

lament anew. 
The moment of 
their parting wa 
now nigh at 
band. 



Ther hauing no ' point of colour hym vppon, 
There be-gan of-new hys dolorous woo. 
3512 Off Raymounde And of hys fair loue alfo 
Ther fbrange depa[r]tfon approched full ny, 
Ryght As ye f hall hire declared f hortly. 

rilhen Melufine faid to Eaymound hir houf band, 
3516 -*■ " hauith not your hert fo marred for wo, 

For fat ye may noght amend at no ftonde. 

Men f hold fuch forow lightly lete flip and go. 

yff Agayn our lord Gaflfray haue myfdo, 
3520 And );at he hath diftroid that faire place 

Off Maillers by hys mifdoing, percas 



[Fol. » 5.] 
Melusine says to 
him, " Be not 
vexed. Even 
though Geofflrey 
has thus sinned, 
and has destroyed 
the abbey, he 
may yet, per- 
chuice, 



> MS. " to." Fr. text, " ncust point de couleur." 
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RAYMOND CALLS MBLU8INE — " SERPENT !" 



mftke his peace 
withOodby 
repentance, and 
nilferpain in the 
body ; for God's 
mercy is at all 
times ready. 



Wot God willeth 
not the death of 
a sinner, but that 
he should lire 
to repent and to 
do good." 



But Raymond 
was spitefU and 
angry, and his 
reason awhile 
departed. 
Soon shall he 
say a word 
which he shaU 
never retrlere. 



[Fol TO.] 
With fierce look, 
proudly wroth, 
he spake plainly 
his foolish 
thouffht, uttering 
aloud the &tal 
word- " Ha ! 
8BBPB5T ! Be- 
hold and see 



what Oeoflfrey thy 
SOD hath done ! 
He hath scorched 
and burnt a hun- 
dred mouks, of 



Yut may he his pees Full wel do to make 
Towardes our lord by grete repentance, 
3524 And for his trefpas pennaunce may he take, 
Therfor fuffer pain in bodyly fubftaunce. 
For goddis marce is' redy ech inftance, 
So in hym he haue good contrecion, 
3528 And efter veray pure confefiion. 



0' 



^fiTverray trouth my beleue is foo 
That our lord god on hym will haue mercy, 
For of the fynner wold not deth f hold go, 
3532 But louith better that lif f hold truly. 

To haue time And fpace, being here wordly, 
To effecte And end that he f hold repent 
And to All goodneffe alfo to Affent" 

3536 rilhys lady wifely And fagely gan to fpeke, 

■*- But Eaymounde malice And full angry was ; 
At hys hert gret noyfaunce gan he fteke. 
Eefon deperted tho fro hym apas. 

3540 Such A word fhal fay, repent can not purchas ; 
Neuer f hall ne may, vnto pat he dy, 
Conquere that he f hall And mofte leffe ther-by. 



3544 



Off A fers behold, orguloully ^v^ought, 
Als with the behold of his eyes twain, 



And when that he had A litell thought, 
his foley thought fpitfully fpake plain. 
And afore all faid he wiHt, uois hautain, 
3548 " ha ! ferpent ! thy line in lif no good fhall 
doo ! 
Se here now A noble begynnyng, lo ! 

TTThat Gaffray with long toth thy fon hath 
YV don! 
A hundred monkes fcroched ' and brend plain, 
3552 And after fro-thens made he departfon. 
» MS. " hu." » Sic in MS. 



MELUSINE SWOONS WITH SORROW. 
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E" 



whom Fromont 
thy son was one. 
Bat they died not 
aUeoM. 



but erery one wm 
hot enooirh. 
Geoffrey, thy mad 
son, burnt them ! " 
Alas ! the sorrow 
caused by that 
fatal word, which 
lost him Melu- 
sine! 



heard that word, 
she swooned 
away, and lay in 
that swoon a 
whole half-hour, 
prostrate and 
astonled. 



Where-of on waa Fromont thi fon certain, 
The wliich to cherif h euer waa I fain ! 
Alas ! thes monkes ilain hath thi fon Gafifray. 
3556 But thay died noght Al cold, I may fery, ' 

lueiy of thaim fo gret An hed^ had. 
I haue ther be, I saw it verily, 
Thaim al hath he brend, Gaflfray thi fone made ! " 
3560 Alas ! the forow don fo difordinatly 

Off that wnrde which he pronounced openly ! 
For ther-in gan do gret ill and fin plain. 
Melufine Anon lofte, neuer faw Again. . 

3564 TTThen Melufine hurd thys faid wurde this WhenMeiusine 
' ' f tounde. 

After hir fuftain forfoth f he ne myght 

Zownyngly f he fil wofully to grounde ; 

The forow fo gret, the hert fro hym-felf ryght 
3568 Well ny fo half hour f he lay, this fwet wight, 

Proftrat to the erth, f toned, fo zownyng 

For that heuy word he was ther outring. 

rilhe barons ther cam, vp gan hir redrefe 
3572 -*■ Goodly, without hurt or blecere Any. 

Anon A knight Approched hir hineffe, 

hir vifage moifted with fref h water goodly. 

Trowing A fiftene times or twenty. 
3576 By that reforted hir good hert Again, 

Vnto Raymound faid foberly certain, 

TlOrfoth to hym fpake full peteuoufly, 
-*- " Alas, alas, alas, Raymounde, this day ! 
3580 HI faw I the euery times any ! 
HI faw I the beuto of the, I fay ; 
111 faw I thi ful gracious Aray, 
111 faw I the vppo[n] the Fontain, 
3584 111 faw I thy vertuous demenyng playn, ' 
• «i fay " (?) 2 u het " (?) Fr. text, " chault." 

» MS. " plapg." 



[Fol. 70 61 
The barons raised 
her up. and a 
knight moistened 
her face with 
cold water. She 
revlTes. and ex- 
claims. 



" Alas, Bajrmond ! 
ni for me that 
ever I saw thee ! 
Wo is me that 
ever I saw thy 
beauty, thy 
array, thy virtu- , 
ous conduct 
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MELUSINB BEPBOAOHES RAYMOND. 



AIM that erwl 
nw thj predoot 
body, th*t eT«r I 
loredthee! EtU 
WM the boar and 



wherein I flnt 
MW thy treaaoo 
andtklaenew! 
Thine nnmeMore* 
able Ungiuffe hM 
condemned me to 
etenulpaln. 



[PoL ni 
Kerer 8b«U you 
•ee my face 
acain. O falne. 
perjured traitor, 
murmurer. Uar, 
betrayer, and 
falae knight 



Thus hast thou 
caused us huge 
loss. Tetl 
could forgive 
your seeing me in 
the bath, be- 
cause you told it 
to no one. 



Tour rerealing it 
has brought mis- 
fortune. Had 



rfaw J thy werking ameroufl, 
Die few I thy precyous body, 
nie saw I thy ioume dolorous, 
3588 That with the was in loue Amouroufly ! 
Ble few I thi feir contennaimce truly, 
Die few I thy gracious body gent, 
Ille few I the hour And mene feafon prefent 

3692 nnhat the few fiift, thi trefon, thi felineffe ! 

J- Thy fels vntrew fpech, thy huge cruelte. 

Thy fels tonges unmefurabelneffe, 

Me put to paynes perdurabilite, 
3596 That frothens neuer f hall I depart me, 

But full moche pain fhal I fufire Alway, 

For pain fhall I haue vnto the lafbe day, 

fTlhat it like or pleaffe our lord foueran 
3600 -*• To come iuge And deme tho both quikke 
and dede ! 
Neuer fhal ye fe my clere uifage plain, 
Moft fals traytour And fals forfwom in-ded, 
Beplet with uices, full of murmerhed, 
3604 Fals amerous, fals lefingmonger ryght, 

Fals betrayer. And in-ded A fals knyght ! 

Full ill hafbe thow, lo ! my couenaunt hold. 
That thow me promyfed in the begynnyng ; 
3608 Thou hafte made us haue huge lofce many-fold, 
yut myght I all this full wel be fufiryng, 
Off that in the bath me fo were feyng, 
Acaufe ye ne it faid no creature. 
3612 The fende knew it noght, the mifauenture. 

As fon As made was reuelaciou there, 
knawen was A-none For it f halt miffall ; 
Yf that my* body to the Abode here, 

> MS. " by." Fr. text, " mon corps." 



MELUSINB FORETELLS RAYMOND'S MISFORTUNES. 
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3616 Thow fholdeft perceiue ryght brefly with-Bll 
All thy full fals penury difceiu[e] !/ 
yi truly ye had the couenaunt hold, 
Vnto Mortall deth me to haue ye f hold, 

3620 "Dyght As A woman bom here naturall, 
-l-^ A feminine thyng, woman at al houres, 
To end of my days here terrefbrialL 
By me* myghtefbe haue had huge focoures. 

3624 After the hy kyng, full ofif honoures, 
Wold haue born Away the foule of me, 
When that Fro body departed were fhe, 



3628 



A fter beried in facred fepultuie, 



And with gret honour entered f hold be. 
Alas ! my fortune now putt Away fure ! 
In payn, in wo, in tormentes cruelte 
Till day of iugement to fe. 
3632 By thy-felfen difceiued art in all, 

Thou art fro hineffe into lownelTe fall. 



7<m kept your 
corenaat truly. 



I shonld hare 
been » wonum at 
all boon, and, at 
death, tbe King 
of glory would 
bare borne away 
my soul. 



[FoL n 6.] 
and I should bare 
been buried with 
great honour. 
Alas ! I must now 
suffer pain till 
doomsday. 



K- 



■"nowith thys, to you f hall come greuous pine, 
Ne neuer goodneffe fhal refceiue certain ; 
3636 All-way thy dedes fhall go to decline, 

^e neuer fhal be wrought ne made again, 
And thi land fhal be, After thi difceife plain, 
Parted in partes I beleue fhal be, 
3640 Keuer to-geders hold in feueralte, 

^y A foule man neuer maintayned be ; 
Many of your men fhal fall, fir Raymounde, 
Neuer it acquire As in certainte. 
3644 Som of thaim fhall lefe both ther land and 
ground. 
By fin fors of werre Yrtth many A wound. 
Fro ther dwellyng full fafbe fhall thay fle, 
Neuer fhall reforte A-gane to contre. 



B' 



Thon too Shalt 
suffer pain, thy 
great deeds shall 
decline, and thy 
land, at thy death, 
shaU be divided. 



Some of your ! 
posterity shall 
lose both land 
and ground, and 
never return 
again home. 



See note. 



» MS. «* my." 
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SHE BIDS HIM SLAT HORRIBLE. 



Rcmraiber thy 
•nns. for I shall 
b« with thre no 
more ! " Then 
she draws tbrr« 
barons aslds, 
■peaklnir to all 
■enailily in an 
undcr-tona. 



[FoLTll 
" Raymond, it be- 
hoTM thee to 
beware of Hor- 
rible. If he lire 
war shall never 
cease, nor bread 
nor wine In- 



flor he shall lay 
waste all the 
country. He wUl 
destroy all I hare 
made, and bring 
his brethren to 
poverty. 



Thy sorrow for 
Qfottrej't deed is 
neeiiless; it was a 
punishment upon 
the monks for 
their misdeeds. 



It is for that 
reason they are 
scorched, exiled, 
and destroyed. 



3648 T) Emembre thy fones, tlie befcche And pray, 
J- 1' For I fhal neuer hold the company, 
To whome haue hert petouous and tender ay, 
I may no langer'Abyde ne tary ! " 

3652 Thro » of the Barons Apart drew haftily 
Ofif mofte grettefle, faj-ng in wj'fe pefible 
As woman full fage And ryght feniible ; 

" Ty Aymounde, underftande, horrible thy fone 
-t^ gete 
3656 Do hym for to dy, neuer be he found. 

Off it houith the to entremete, 

Thre eyes fhal here he vppon the grounde. 

yff he life, werre neuer f hall faill noflounde 
3660 In all the contre ofif peiters to deuin, 

Shall neuer encreflfe neithir brede ne win, 

All the contre ho fhall wafbc, vnderlland, 
So that no-thyng encreffe fhal ne may. 
3664 And all thes places that I gan do make, 
Difbroy And imdo, certes, is no nay ; 
And hys bretherin to porete put alway, 
All tham, of trought, and all of the lyiie, 
3668 Wherefor I you pray, lete hym dy with pine. 



rpo 



le dole that thou liafte for Gaflray thy fone, 
That the monkes brendo fo difordinaitly, 
knowith thys, that it was for punic/on 
3672 Taken vppon tho of religion hy, 

For ther mifgouemaunce wroughten fo dayly, 
OflT our lordcs part, for ]pat thai do wold 
Many of thingys that they do no f hold, 

3676 l^pE ought of ryght ne of refon doo. 

■^^ In that place our lord example hath f hewed. 
Off goddis parte is thai ben fcorched fo, 

1 MS. " Ther ; " but French text, " Trois." 



OEOFFRBT IS TO REBUILD THE MIN8TKR. 



129 



All dede, exiled. And foule difbroyde. 
3680 Many vfiih lechery haue hym fore noyed ; 
Falfl monkes, fynners, holdyng at no day 
Ther ordie ne lif of the fiedd Abbay. 

Iff your fone be dede with thaim outerly, 
haue ye no routhe, ne of thaim neuer mo. 

ye know what men fain mofte, lo ! comynly, 
For A fynner perif h f hall An hundred, lo ! 
An hundered hath biend, nombred vs unto, 
3688 Without the Abbot which nombred is noght, 
Which maifter is of thaim, As of refon ought, 



They have harmed 
thftnuelTes with 
lechery. 



[FoL 72 h.] 
If your son be 
deMl with them, 
pity him not 
A hundred men 
perish for one 
sinner's sake. 
So here 100 died, 
besides the abbot. 



r 



["ff ther were caufe, parcas he myght be. 
Iff Gafiiay tham haue fo def troed all, 
3692 It may be by hym reftored, parde, 

A more fiEiiier miniftre fouige ' and make f hall 
Then that which he hath caufed fo to falL 
This faid Abbay full wel may he refbore 
3696 With many mo monkes then were before. 



0' 



IfOeofflreyhare 
destroyed them, 
he may easily 
rebuild a fairer 
minster, and 
place in it more 
monks thtn be- 
fore. 



^ff trought fo he will in lyght good manere, 
Which then f hall be good peple verily, 
Prayng for the line wtt^ myght and powere ; 
3700 Which church he fhall welle redyfy ; 

The place fhall be to fight more plefantly, 

And more better then euer was before ; 

Thys Gaffray fhall doo gret goodneffe euermore, 

3704 llf Ofbe fpecially when he comyth to Age, 
JLlL But A thing I fhall you declare truly, 
At I me departe fro your compemage. 
To ende that aU therof haue memory 

3708 Which after An hundred yere furely 

That yut ben unbore fhall hir fpeke of me ; 
Off trouth in the air thar men fhall me fee 



There shall they 
pray for our 
lineage, and the 
place shall be 
fairer and better 
than before. 



But. ere I go. I 
tell you one thing 
more. In order 
that men may 
remember me. 
they shall see me 
in the air. 



> MS. 



* fourgee.' 
9 
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MBLUSINE's parting words to RAYMOND, 



IFoL 7&1 
I sludl be seen 
whenever the 
cMtle is aboat to 
chnnge its master; 
if not in the air. 
on the earth, or 
by this fountain. 



ABoute the caftcll off lufignen fo, 
^ — Thre dais befom in the fame yere ryght 

That the calTtell f hall change hir maifter, lo ! 
yff in the air men not fe me myght, 
And that thay mow not perceiue me to fight, 
3716 I fhall me Appere vppon the erth playn, 
Or at the lefte befides this Fontain. 



For, as the caaUe 
was baptised after 
my name, it may 
be considered as 
my goddaughter. 



Know thys, Eaymonnde, for fo fhall it be, 
Aif longe As thys faid cafbell fhall endui*e, 
3720 For with my name baptifed was fhe. 
And fuch As it is devifed I f iire. 
My goddoughter I may calle * hir in vre. 
Fule wel may it fay Afom peple All, 
3724 And, for Melufine men me do to call, 



Three days before 
the castle changes 
its lord. I shaU 
certainly I 



Lufignen named, to name doth calango. 
yut will I now fay wtt^ut tarying, 
When that of the lord fhall come J>e efchango, 
3728 Thre dais be-fome me fhall be feyng ; 
Certainly I fhall ther be appering. 
But lofte is now al my folas and efo. 
Sin fo behouith me it leue and lefe ; 



Raymond, when 
first we loved, we 
had all Joy and 
solace ; but now 
is our solace turn- 
ed Into vexation. 



[Fol. 73 5.] 
Now is our good 
fortune turned to 
mischance, and 
our surety is in 
doubt 



3732 



TT^Or now may it be in non other wife. 

-^ Eaymoimde, vnto you then at beginnjTig, 



When ye and I entreloued in louers gife, 
Al maner plefance we were finding, 
3736 Joy And folas As loue And loner hauyng ; 
Alas ! contrary now fe thys inftance, 
Our folas tomed into gret noyfancc, 



3740 



And in to forow tranfport our gladnefTe, 
Our huge uigour to feblefle this inftance. 
Our plefire into difplefance exprelTe, 
Our full good fortune into gret mifcpijance, 
> MS. "called." 
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Our vertuous goodnes into curced chanco ; 
3744 In double is all our furete to deuife, 
And our noble And blifled franchife 



[s full ftrangely changed into femice, 
By peruers fortune labored and founde, 
3748 Which on reifith, Anothir don brife, 



Is iuu itrangeiy cnangea into leruice, oor freedom is 

Bv neruers fortune labored and founde. hj perrene for- 

tane. and all ow- 
ing to the Janglixig 

But noght gain our lorde pat caiifyng me ^is toai^ 



ftound ; 
ys only by your dedes, fir Raymounde, 
Ala by your labbyng tonges iongling, 
3752 ye f hall leffe your loue for your large fpeking. 



w 



[Ow more longer here may I not to dwell, 
Pair loue, me behouith hens As for to go. 
your mifdedis god perdon euerydell, 
3756 Whereof Agayne me ye haue fo myfdo , 
For by you fhall fuffer torment And woo, 
vnto the dredfull day of lugement ; — 
And by the I was fro* forow ex[e]mpte. 



Now mnat I go. 
God pardon you 
for being the cause 
of my luffering 
torment** 



3760 A nd into yoy entred ! — Alas ! wo I Am, 
-^^ For now Am I cafte into dolorous woo, 
Fro-whens^ that I ilTewed and came ! " 
Such ful fory dole Melufine lad tho, 

3764 That body oflf humayn creature, lo ! 

Which hir complaint hurd with huge fighes 

fore, 
Ne f hold withold fro weping euermore. 



Such grief had 
Melnaine that 
none that heard 
her could with- 
hold from weep- 
ing. 



IFol 74.] 

Raymond was bo 

her 

that he 

could eay no word 

himself. The two 

That foule wurde coude not bryng forth truly, sadiy. 



Raymounde heuily wrang his handes twain, 
^,^.. Suchgreuauncetoketho, Almofteganhedy, Sirdfthl 

So was he take wit/i heuy wurdes plain. 



She hym Approched cnbrafing fwetly, 



' MS. " for." 



«MS. "For whenB.' 



9* 
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MELUSINE GIVES HER LAST INSTRUCTIONS, 



3772 To-geders ky fling thes to Amerous 

In torment ther were both dolorous. 



They both swoon 
away, and the 
barons trow they 
are both dead and 
cold. 



Recovering from 
the swoon, they 
sighed and wrang 
their hands. All 
the whole ront 
who see them, 
weep. 



Raymond entreats 
Helosine to par- 
don him, but she 
sayK that this can- 
not be. 



IFoI. 74 61 
She bids hini e»- 
pecially thiuk of 
hlB son Raynold. 
for that he should 
l>c Earl of Forest 



F' 



The Earl of Forest 
would soon die. 



Wl greuous Anguifh in ther hertes loke. 
That for heuinefle both gan fall to grounde, 
3776 zowning ther full long A maner dethis ftroke, 
Without takyng breth or wynde any ftounde. 
The Barons trowing Melufine and Raymouwd 
That thes loners to were both dede and cold ; 
3780 For long fpace And tyme fuch wife gan thai hold, 

And when fro zowning that thai came Agane, 
And that thai myght breth, to figh be-gau 
fore, 
To waile, to wepe, to forely complain, 
3784 Ther handcs wrange And ftrained euermore, 
Non knew the forow by thaim lade and bore. 
Whereof all thay wepte ftanding ther Aboute 
With teres many, All the ful hole route. 

3788 A nd melufine, to whome was full greuous, 
-^^ Ryght piteuoTif ly f he releued tho. 
Raymound hir praid, as man generous, 
Ther knelyng, that f he hym pardon wolde, lo ! 

3792 Off hir courtefy, that he hade myfdo ; 

Wliich by gret mifchefe don gain hir hath ho. 
Tliys lady hym faide that it myght not bee. 

Hit pleafe ne wold the king celef tiall. 
»,^y, " But, fair loue ! I you here befeche and pray, 

Thenke on your loue here terroftriall, 
your fone Fromount in obliuy put ay, 
And in RajTiold loke ye thenke Alway, 
3800 For of the foreste Erie f hall he be, lo ! 

In all goodnefle thenke. And wel f hall ye doo. 

The Erie of forefte here long f hall not byde 
In this worlde hero After my departfon, 



AND LEAPS UP TO THE WINDOW. 133 

3804 AKo will thenke for Thierry to prouyde, He b »i»o to ptD- 

•^ x- ./ » vide for Thtenr, 

For yut fhall he * doo thynges many on. w^Se thl^'' 

At norif h pappes yut is his perfon : i«nd from p»rte- 

^ ^'^ 'f ^ nay to Rochelle. 

Fro^ partenay to Eochell the lande fhall inftice, 
3808 An inly good knight fhall he be and wyfe. 



A 



Nd all which fro hym linially iffew, Ai«oThien7"« 

Shall be knightes good, hardy, and wurthy, go^Jumiguu. ami 
Full of gud corage and of all uertew, ^^ Siymond to* 

3812 And his linage fhall longe endure truly. ^™^ **' '' 

Fair loue, know thys well, that noble Thierry 
Wurthy and hardy Alfo fhall he be. 
I fhall thenke on you, fwete loue, pray for me 

3816 AH dais while lif in worle here haue ye. for that ehe would 

IX '^ aid him In aU hia 

•*"*■ Oflf me fhall ye haue both ayde and comfort need*. He must 

b«ar his adverrity 

In all your nedes of necemte. wea she now 

must ({o. 

Off aduerlite en-gree* take the porte. 
3820 Neuer in femine forme to you fhall reforte, 
Neuer fhall ye fe Meliif ine truly, 
That fo was wont to hold you company ! " * 

Innepee f he lepte the feneftre vppon, [Foi. rs.] 

r ^ rr --» She then leaps 

^^^-^ Aboue beheld fhe uerdures floureifhing ; upon the window. 

but will not yet 

Without taking leue Away wold not gon, dei>art before 8he 

For the Barons, of whom after fhall be fpeking, breweii 
Off lades, damycelles, knightes beyng, 
3828 Squiers, And maydens, off all leue toke fhe, 
For whome euery man wepte of pette. 

A fterwarde fhe faid, " adieu ! fir Raymounde, "Adieu! sir Ray- 
-^^ Whom I fo loued wMhertFyn And plain, myMVMiijfnjoy. 
3832 Neuer fhall youe fe at no day ne ftounde. '^^ ^°"* ^'^'* ' 

Adieu, my hert ! Adieu, my loue certain I 

' MS. " ye." Fr. " II fera." 
a MS. " For." 3 MS. »'cngree." 

* At the foot of this page are the catchwords, '* innepee fhe lepte 
the." 
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SHE BIDS HIM " ADIEU" MANY TIMES. 



Adiea! myiweei 
none, my snoe, 
and noblest de- 
bonair yonnflinff ! 



Adieu, creature, my ioy fouerain ! 
Adieu, myn entire loue mofte gracious ! 
3836 Adieu, my gentile lewell precious ! 

A dieu, my fwete norif h And noriture ! 
-^-*- Adieu, my plefaunce And gladneffe worly ! 
Adieu, full meruelous fwete creature ! 
3840 Adieu, my grace ! Adieu, my ioyes hy ! 

Adieu, what that in worle loue mofte hertly ! 
Adieu, the mofte good ! Adieu, the mofte faire ! 
Adieu, the nobleft yongling debonair ! 



Adiea ! mjmigar- 3844 A dieu, the befte ! Adieu, fwettefte All Aboue ! 

■weet lorerdgn /\ 

lord! ToOod 

I oonunmd too, a i • -r i» 

tokaepyoariweet Aoieu, I fay, myn owne vertuous loue ! 

life. 



Adieu, my gracyous fpouce of recorde ! 



Adieu, fuete houf bonde by louis concord ! 
3848 Adieu, my fugret fuete fouerain lorde ! 
Adieu commaunde, my ioy and boldnelFe ! 
Adieu commaunde, your fuete lif to driffe. 



[FoL rs b] 

AdlenlLoaignant 
And adieu, iweet 
sounds of instru- 
ments ! " 



3852 



Thus having said, 
she leapt out of 
the window, and 
so passed awa j. 



A dieu, my folas And iewell roiall ! 
-^^ Adieu commaunde all peple here, fothlefe ! 
Adieu, lufignen, fourged fair in all ; 
Adieu, al that which may A lady plefe I 
Adieu, the gladneffe, mirthes ioy and efe ! 
3856 Adieu, the fuete found of ech Inftniment ! 
Adieu, I fay, difportes reuerent ! 

Adieu, wurthiefte ! Adieu, miJi all honour ! 
Adieu, my fuete loue prented in hert fad ! 
3860 Our lorde the aide And be thi concellour !" 
Wiih-out more fpech A lepe ther f he made, 
(Seyng the Barons all that ther were had), 
Thorught A feniftre fo paffed and wend 
3864 When of hyr wurdes thys had made an ende. 



She was at once 
cbangetl wholly 



T 



Ihourgh the feniftre in fuch wife gan fle 
Melufine wMout tariing Any. 



SHE IS OHANOED INTO A SERPENT. 135 

In-to A ferpent changed tho was f he, »»*p ^f^^^^ 

^ ^ ' itriped with ar- 

3868 Of huge grettneffe and lenght was verily, gentwdaiure. 

Wherof all were Aftoned ftrongly ; 
With liluer and Afure ther burled was, 
Thys iairy woman fuch tail gan purchas, 

3872 TTThich prefently was become A ferpent ; Thr«e umes she 

^ » Whereof Raymound bement hir hugely. cMtie, upumng a 

Thre tymes the cafbell enuironee went ; tura.*^ ^^^"^ 

At euery tour A ffounde yaf f he hyly, 
3876 Wonder meruelous caft fhe vp A cry 

Full ftrange vnto hire, And ryght piteuous, 

Hyr cry full heuy, wonder dolorous. 

TTThich I writte is trouth, therof ly no thyng. [poi rej 
3880 T V She thens forth went, vnto the airgan fle. 'St^^-l^^t 

lUjmondtMn 



Ther hir loft Raymound, « Alas ! *' lowde crying, S^^^iJ 



cunet 



Ful moche complained And ther waUed he. ^ ^"^ "^ ***^ 

Hys heres* fafte drew, fore hir bement, parde, 
3884 Curling the houre that euer he was born, 
Eaymound, out fro wit for wo almofte lorn. 



r 



"Adieu! "he 
criea, " mj fair 



n* hy fhill uois the Barons faid before, 
" Adieu, my lady, with heres yowlownelFe ! * Slto^TLj j" j. 
3888 Adieu, all debonerte for euermore ! TZS^' *""* "^ 

Adieu, I fay you, my fair fuete maiftreffe ! 
Adieu, my ioy, my grace, And my richeffe ! 
Adieu, my goodes and all my furete ! 
3892 Adieu commaunde, all the difporte of me. 

Adieu, my iewell ! Adieu, my folas I Adieu ! mj jewel. 

Adieu, you fay, my lady precioufe ! nv»weet 

Adieu, the fair whilom the prife gan purchas ! 
3896 Adieu, my wife ! Adieu, my trew fpoufe ! 
Adieu, my lady verray gracioufe ! 
Adieu, I you fay, my full doucet floure ! 
Adieu, my lady of full gret valoure ! 

» MS. «* heree." « MS. " Iln." » MS. " yow lownefTe." . 
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RATMOND S GREAT LAMENTATION. 



Adiea! ftirroM, 
flUr violet! 



3900 A dien, fuete throte of foundes clerenoffe ! 

-^ Adieu, fair Rofe ! Adieu, violet * alfo ! 

Adieu, the tree of louers feithfulnefle ! 

Adieu, I fey my gentile lady vnto. 
3904 Adieu, my glory ! Adieu, my ioy, lo ! 

Adieu, the fair that fo hath loued me ! 

My goode days gon, fhall I neuer you fe." 



[FoireM 

WhAtihaUInow 
do? NeTerhAd 
man lach Mrrow ! 



Ryght this Eaymounde bewaled and bement 
^»w^ his noble wife, for whom felt dolour, 

Which thorugh the Air hir flight tho hent, 
Wherefor he hath A fory hert fat houre. 
^'Alas!" Eaymound feid, ^'wat do fhall or 
labour? 
3912 For c«rtes I haue forow ynow at hert, 
Neuer man had at the full fo fmert 



Imywlfmadathe 
ditch wherein I 
nowfldl; now am 
I sadder than any 
'ghoet' alive. " 



FOrwh^ 
yfff 



lOrwhy fhold I noght be A plain man, 
fele at hert noyfaunce mondiall ? 
3916 Hit to declare good refon if I can. 

For the diche haue made wheron now I fall. 
Now Am I Acurfed, to wo am made thrall, 
Now I am dolorous And full penfifTe 
3920 More then Any gofte felt in his life." 



His barons com- 
fort him. and bid 
him bear his bur- 
den softly. 



But ther had he A noble company. 
Which full gentilly gan hym to comforth, 
And many hym faid And f hewed hertly, 
3924 That thay hym wold gladly recomfort. 
That foftly fhold here that dolorous port. 
Many examples to hy7?i exort faid, 
Caufyng fumwhat lefle hys forow pat braid. 



A baron adrisea 
him to slay llor* 



3928 A fter hym faid A fenfible Baron, 

-^ " Of your fon horrible behouith, lo ! 



»MS. "Tiolent." 



THE BARONS STIFLE HORRIBLE IN A GAVE. 137 

To ordain As ordained to be doH ^'Si?*'*'"^* 

Meluiine, when concell you gaffe vnto. 
3932 Anon pat men fhold make hym to deth go, 
Or perifh he wold the contre and grounde." 
"My lordes prefent^" ther tham faid Raymounde, 

«< TTOu befeche And pray tary noght ne bide [Fol n.i 

3936 -J- As theiof do ye hir commaundment, mftntu them to do 

So he be dede, I charge not how no tyde." ptft to And him. 

" To plefire, And will do all your entent ; " 

Thay wold no lenger ther tary, but forth went 
3940 Raymound, which ftrongly wroth angry was 

For thys forowfull And mifcheuous cas. 



w 



rich that ceafon conquered was and gett, £tr»* hlmw*'' 
As A fory man thens gan he remew, »ione, wid there 

*' *^ ' renew* hialament- 

3944 Into A chambre ther made he retret, »*»<>«>• 

hit unfhit entring, the dore after drew, 

Ther lamentacton be-gan he of-new 

In this faid chambre ther, all foule, alofi ; 
3948 No more of Eaymound, but paffe forth andgon, 



0' 



\f[ the Barons hy fay fhaU of contre. STJ^ti;^ up'ta 1 

FuU fenlible were, inly wyfe and fage, ^Jltt^Zut 

Orrible toke by on Affent and gre, ^^' •nd «.t Are to 

3952 In A caue hym fhitte wit^ut othir damage, 
Oflf moifty hay made bring to thys uiage, 
The fire put within, fo with fumy finoke 
Was the caue Anon full As myght be ftoke. 

3956 nnhen lofte horrible both breth and power, to that he wm 

loi</iii . .»-iA i* ioonitifled. Then 

-*- Stifled he was Anon Ynth imoky fume fure. they put hi™ into 
After thay hym put into A faire here, buried him nobij. 

Nobly beried, hauing fepulture. 
3960 The obfequie * dofl And complefhed pure 
»M8. "obfequire." 
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RATMONTD AGAIN LAMENTS HIS ILL FORTUNE. 



After the wiufdes And noble doctrine^ 
As loied and thaught had good Meluflne. 



[FoLnftJ 
They then oom- 
mend him to Qod. 
depart, ftnd return 
to Rajmond. 



Raymond again 
lamenta, laying, 
" It was aU 



jTlntered in church, non for hym can mourn, 
3964 -*-^ After vnto god thay hym commaundyng. 

Fro-thens departed without other fogourn ; 

Again to Raymounde were thay retomyng, 

Which dolorous wo At hert was feling, 
3968 With eyes fore wepte he in momyng plite, 

A man can ne may hys fory dole write. 

Tlf"Any tymes ofte, " my fwete loue," fayng, 
ilL « xhe haue difceiued And betrayed, lo ! 



cou^tiuif I he- 3972 By the exort of vntrew man makyng. 



came a fcmiwoni 



Al this me hath made my cofin to doo. 
I Am by hym fals And als forfworne to, 
Ful of vice am and of Iniury ; 
3976 For ill chaunce me fell unfortunatly 



I was unfortunate 
at first, when I 
slew my sorerelgn 
lord; and, second- 
ly, when 1 was 
false to my lady. 



A t my firfte gynnyng And commencement, 
-^^ When in the wode my fouerain lord fly. 
A gretter mifchef neuer men gan hent, 
3980 And fithen when me fewed periury 
Off that I had fworS to my fayr lady. 
That fo loued, by whom good and honour liad. 
By whom I was fufteyned and lord made ; 



False fortune's 
cruel envy has 
brought me to 
this, whereby I 
have lost all my 
riches. 



3984 T)y whom all goodnes me cam fuffifantly, 

■^ By whom, vnder god, lif had and comfortlu 

But the Fals fortune, by cruel enuy. 

Me hath brought to thys full f harpe & hard port, 

3988 Wherby » lofte haue I all my hole difport. 

Where like-wife lofte my mirth and gladneffe, 
Wherby Alfo loft my hole rychefle ; 



» MS. " Bherby." 



MELUSINE COMES TO THIERRY BT NIGHT. 139 

TfTherby lofbe haue I yoy of etemite ; nad et^'joy. 

3992 ' ' That is, Melufine the fair fuete wyght , loredmermy^ 

Whom I loued wel, As myfeK, parde, SSS^p^^*" 

She allwais loued me Yriih hert parfight, 

And the dede thereof f hewid fhe to lyght. 
3996 In time togeders we haue be enfemble, 

Where-of of pete my hert doth trimble ; 



w 



hen I bethenke the trouth and verite, ih^ rather die 

' for eyennore than 

Therof f hold I well haue gret pite, •»*»• so grievoiw 

4000 And fo f hall I haue all the lif of me, 

Of whom holdeth he to non end f hall go. 

I luf better to dy for euermo 

Then for to fuffer fo greuous A pain 
4004 yntill fo be that ende fhall attain. 



™ 



1 cruell pain I haue, but yut fhall not end, ii^iorrow win 
Ne yut fhall not ende Al myn ille truly SS!"*" 



Till I diffynid be, and fro * the worle wend. 
4008 Time is for I may no lenger fructefy 
As in thys worle, neither edefy 
Thyng but that it goth vnto decline, 
Rather or later to an endly fine. 



mented. 



4012 "TlOr Melufine, whom god do warde and kepe, ForsoMeindne 

r1 told me- ** R*y- 

-*- Me ther faid full well at hir departfon, mond u sore tor- 

Which caufith my forow in hert part and lepe." 
Parcelly, As the heres of eyes don, 
4016 With teres makyng fprancles manyon, 

Ryght fo is Raymound tormented full fore. 
Sore wepyng, teres making euermore ; 



inOr Melufine, the woman off Fary, [poi. re b.] 

4020 -*- Wliich thar-after cam full many A nyght cMne oOhI bj 

night Into 



uo 



THE NURSES TELL RAYMOND WHAT THET SEE. 



Thiemr's cluun- 
ber, and often 
droMed and fed 
him. She WM 
often Men by the 
nunet. 



who told Ray- 
mond of it, to his 
great Joy. 



Into the chambre right full f ecrely * 
Wher norifhed was Terry fuetly to lyght, 
That fhe Full ofte hym raid and dight, 
4024 Chaufed, milked. And rechaufed Again. 
Ther many tymes by the norifh fain, 

But thay duri'te noght in no wise vp-rife, 
Neither o foule wurde to outre or fay, 
4028 But vnto ther lord told the maner wife, 

Wherof Raymond had full huge ioy alway. 
In hys hert faid with fofbe vols that day, 
" That yut Meluline hope and trufb to haue ; " 
4032 Full ill in hys brefbe fuch thoughtes gan craue. 



Thierry grewmore 
in one month than 
other babea in 
four, but it waa 
due to hia mother^ 
nuning. 



TTAnifhede is fhe fix> hys fyght for ay, 

' Remedy non, gold, flluer, ne honour. 
Thierry cherifhed Amendid Alway, 
4036 (Men merueled gretly off it that hour), 
In a moneth more then other in four. 
Hys fwet moder on hym fuch wyfe thought, 
Norifhed wM hir milke And forth full wel 
brought. 



She was often, 
too. in hlB father's 
chamber. I must 
now leave speak- 
ing of Raymond, 



[Fol. 79.) 
and tell you about 
Geoffrey. Re- 
member that I am 



4040 /^Fte in his fader chambyr fhe was ; 

^ To norifh no pappe like moders neuer-mo, 

As beforfi is faid, ho many it purchas. 

here ceffe I and leue now, farther will not goo 

4044 Off wofull Raymoiinde And hys fones two, 
here thys time not fay vnto your prefence. 
But vnto declare will do my diligens 

Off Gaffray with long toth you outre And fay^ 
Where I ly or no, god knowith An-hy ; 

I lemed it noght certes at no day ; 
A Her to be founde fhame were outerly. 
» MS. "fecerly." 



OEOFFKET COMES TO NORTH UMBERLiLND. 141 

Gaflfray went noght ouer taryinly, S^'^JlSSdswifu 

4052 Thonigh the fe went, ouer pafe rowing, on. 

By fors of people fo forth ther failling. 



m 



\ tho ariued And taried noght «nd reached 

NorihamberhuMl, 

In norbelande, fefing both land and ground, where the giant 

Tn^» war. The 

4056 Where this Geant were procured and wrought, barom oome to 

greet hf"?. 

And when Gaffray difcended was fat ftound, 
The Barofis bode noght, gain hym went hole & 

found, 
Gretteft and wurthieft of the faid contre, 
4060 Comyng to hym, witA-out excufed to be. 



The gret, the meene, the litell, foth to tell, both great and 
•mall. A baron 
Approched And cam to hym, gret and teiuhimhow 

their country was 
f malL enthralled by that 

fleroe, huge, tron- 

A gret Baron then, witty, were, and fell, bieK>me. and 

4064 Ther hym reherfing the Greant dedes All, 
Ther liberte lofbe, ther contre made thrall 
With that fers Greant huge and comerous. 
Horrible, myghty, ftrong. And orgulous. 

4068 TN A ioumay, to certefy you all, Ih^dJidk^ni'luir 

-L An hundered knightos of this faid contre »°<* ~"!^ •• "'"'" 

^ tUjr a thouaand as 

Diftroed and ilain, put to deth mortal! o°«- 

So orgulous fette, full of cruelte, 
4072 Gret uengaunce gan do to the comynte ; 
As curfedly fly A thoufand As on. 
The ft[r]engeft mortal efchew wold hys perfon. 

G Affray Anfwcred, « then is ho a Fend,' ^^'^J Z'^. 

A dredful deuUl full of cruelte. t^i^'^Zt "' 

ncYerthelen I will 
soon destroy him. 



But noght-for-that fro hym me will diffende, 
By me fonly diftroed fhall he be. Lidier.""'* ^^^ 

hys byding place fhewith unto me, 
'MS. "affend." 
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OEOFFRET PROCURES A GUIDE 



He than &ra Ul 
ereseren weeks 
pMi. ProTldeiiM 
a ffukle, Uut I 
may eee him to 
diaoomflt htm.'* 



Geolfrey takes a 
debonair guide. 



himMlftoGod. 



4080 For non othir caufe comyn Am this home, 
But only to fynde this faid foudiour, 

TXTTiich fo goth Aboute, you fore diftrofland. 
▼» This knoith uerily, ill fhall he betide 

4084 Or wekes feuyn ben pafled to comaunde. 
Do me ynto take here fom maner gide, 
To this place and ftede me conuey to ride, 
So I may hym fe for to difcomfight" 

4088 As he delired, like gan to hym dight, 

Agide hym taken, knowing the contre. 
With all the places where-to gan repair. 
Where this Geant was wont dwellyng to be, 
4092 hys habitacton And manc/on fair. 

Such A gide hym toke which was debonare, 
After hym commaunde to our lordes grace. 
GafiEray went thens, departing fro fat place. 



He and hb gnlde 
at last spj the 
giant under a tree, 
sitting on a marble 
stone. 



4096 TTE And hys gide Apace forth riding, 

-"- Till that on full hy thai gan well Auife, 
Both of tham fafte ther courfers fporing. 
Then ny approched, Aboute gan deuife. 

4100 Vnder A tre fate this Geant in ftrange wife ; 
On a marbre ftone at that ceafon fatte ; 
The Gide for gret drede trembled and fwatte. 



[FoL 80.] 
The guide is 
frightened. Geof* 
trej laughs at 
him. and says he 
has not been mis- 
led. The guide 
wishes to be off. 



Fl fore Abaffhed, changing his colour. 
**v,-. Gaffray it faw, and gan to laugh fad ; 

After in laughter faide to hys Gidoiir, 
As for ryght noght drede and fere he * hade, 
For thought fhould not miftrifte god to be 
miflad. 
4108 " Good be in pees," faid to Gaflfray the gide, 
" Behofull is me to uoide and go wide. 
IMS. "the." 



F 



TO SHOW HIM WHERE THE GIANT LIVES. 143 

lOr all richeffe and cold worly being, •• >»• k" '^o^n 

® J ft> him Grlmold the 

More nerre wold approche noght this faid t^^- •n<ihe«a- 



montain, 

there it no jApe> 

4112 Ne lenger with you be here fogemyng, 

Sin to you haue I fhewed here certain 

Grimold the Greant moft meruelous plain. 

Sir GajGfray," he faid, " here this is no iape, 
4116 To god you commaunde, me will hens faft 
fcape." 



G' 



(_affray laughed faffce, after to hym faid, SjlStt'.^ 

For all loues defired and befought, S;Se?°wi5S*tJu 

A Utell while bide hertly hym praid, ^ '^ ^^^ 

4120 That he wold behold what wife that thai 
fought 
*' For in litell fpace knowlich fhold be wrought 
As ho of us to the better fhold haue, 
And at this ioumay ho hym beft can faue." 

4124 This gide anfwered, " no charge of your bataill, JJ^^^J^^*** 
you gided haue to point, lenger will noght bide ; J^*^ o^otrnj 
yff ye win, no part wil ne to myn auailL •nd again begs 

Fro * you will depart, Again wil I ride." 

4128 Gaflfray therof laughed fuetly that tide, 

Then to the gide said, " now vnderftande me, 
In thys place abide vnto that ye fee 

Ho bering hym beft and ho better haue ; (Pol mm 

, X «^^ That fain And don^ torn my men vnto. geu the best of it 

Without Any doubte yut may ye go faue, tani»ndt©iith« 

y^. 1111 11 1- othen. The guide 

Our Army dedes declare, all we doo, conKnta. 

And al my goucmaunco telling thaim alfo." 
4136 Tlien hym faid the gido, '* do fhall your entent. 
My lord, I am at your commaundement 

» MS. "For." 



Ui 



THB QRSAT DEEDS OF OKIMOLD THE GIANT. 



but dMkm IM li 
luffraAldrMd. 
audthaltf 0M^ 
ftr«jknew Um 

(IH iM woaM 
Ihlnk Iwlot about 
li 



TVEliuerly to hym ye procede, 

-^ Aifured am noght, ne haue hert non bold. 

4140 Of verray trouth I haue fuch fere and drede 
Of this horrible fende, Greant Grimold, 
That almofte my herte faillith lif to hold, 
And if ye knew hym lik-wife As I doo, 

4144 Auifed wold ye be or to hym wold goo." 



But Q«ol&«]r pro- 
mtaM that th« 
fUuit thall die. 
Now our Lord aid 



G^' -""-^ 



"of hym haue ye no 
doute; 

Grimold here fhal dy, no- while fhall endure." 
But yut Gaffiay fhall fynd hym ftoute, 
4148 Ful flrong was Grimold in weriy fcomfiture. 
Our lord Gaffiray gyf aid and * conforture. 
Nedfull was to hym at that ceafon lyght 
More then euer had Any other knight, 



Orlmold had. 
■lof ly. dalii a 



men. NeTor was 
thereawonemaa 



4162 TTThich fwerd gan bere or garde vriih Any. 
» ' For* A thoufande or mo of contre 

Grimold the Geant f lain had he fowly. 

Where-for peple had wonderly to fe 
4156 huge heuineffe And gret iniquite. 

Neuer wurfe man fain, truly to rehers, 

For meruelous was in dedes diners. 



[FoL M.) 
OeoArey mounts, 
leares the valley, 
and rides up the 
mountain. leaTlng 
the guide below. 



Then GaflEray haftod, A horfebacke ryding, 
^^^^ The montain gan take, leuing the ualay. 

Which that vppon was A fantain walling, 
leuing the medew And the playnes ay. 
Als the gide lefte ther in that place alway ; 
4164 God wold not pat ill Grimold fhold hym doo, 
Which fo was to doubte in euery ftour tho. 



Grimold. perceir- 
luK Oeofltey. won- 
den how one sole 



G Affray on hym toke vp go the montain ; 
Grimold perceiued it, moch gan he meruaill 
" werly '' is repeated after " and." « MS. *^ Fo.*' 



ORIMOLD SEIZES HIS OIANT S STAFF. 
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4168 That O foule man greithed hym to attain, 
As to that place come hym For to affaill, 
Sajmg hym wold hate without any fiailL 
But when in muling A litell had be, 

4172 he faid, ''this worthy man cometh to me 



nuui dftre come to 
Msail him, but he 
thlnlu he must be 
coming to propose 
ftpeaoe. 



Fire, As I beleue, for to trete A pees." GHmoid says he 

shall soon go 
The path went he up wonder buftefly. down again. 

Then he takes in 

" Off fine fors," thought he, " mofte fpeke, not his hands a huge 
tonge lefe, ^•'^• 



4176 Such on entreth vp, don fhall haftily.*' 
A huge leuer toke in handes plainly, 
To fight femyng noght no body humain. 
h}Tn wiih for to aide, this leuer fhoke plain 



4180 



Tn fuch maner wife As man A ftaf wold. 



Or A lytell body of fixe or fef * yere age, 
And better then, I fay, feff * tymes fold 
As a proper ftaf to walk in viage. 
4184 For the which after his ftrenght & corage^ 
Byght noght is to fyght wtti^fay again, 
But that the ftafe* was more then Any fain. 



which he uses aa 
a staffs or as a 
lltUe child would 
a stick, without 
gainsaying, the 
staff was 
boge. 



TXTTiich lightly ne wold to bow ne aply. 
4188 T» yut it behouith that A ftaf ply f hold 

To the pley of fuch at fom tyme truly. 

When in his handes this ftafe gan to hold. 

Seing that Gaffray towarde hym come wold, 
4192 In fhill hautain uois toke hym lowde to cry, 

" how comeft thou now me As to diffy ? 



[Fol. 81 b] 
and could not 
easily be bent. 
Seeing Geofflrey 
Cuming, he cries 
aloud. " How 
Gomest thou here ? 



W 



hat art thou, fay me, what gofb thou to Thou shait hare 

no warrant from 
death." Oeoflbvy 
answers. "Ribald. 



fekel 
Off deth no warant neuer f halt thou haue." 
4196 Gaffray anon An anfwere oute gan breke, 



'MS. "offef." 



aMS. "feflf.- »MS. "iUfte." 
10 
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ORIMOLD THE GIANT 18 OVERTHROWN, 



look that thoa 
MYethTwlf; I 
sluJl finite oirtliy 



"Therof fhall the werfi; Rebaude, loke the 

faue; 
For to fcomfite the fouly I the craue. 
Off thi hed fhall finite ; dy f halt thou by me 
4200 Mortally Anon, now here di%nde the, 



Orimold. hearinf 
this, begmato 
Ungh. and iranl- 
caUjMksOeof- 
firey to ipMre his 
life. Bat Geoffrey 
sternly replies, 



The nnto warant, certes, thou ne may. " 
Gijrmold, this hiring, to[ke] * hym to laugh 
tho. 
Ther hym faid Grymold, "you befeche and 
pray, 
4204 Fair fir, faue my life, lete me on-lif go. 
Taking this peple to ranfon alfo ! " 
Geflfray vnderftode, "cherle !*' faid haftily, 
" Scomeft thou with me I certes thou fhalt dy ! 



thsthetmststo 
rend his heed to 
the teeth. Geof- 
frey brsoes on his 
shield, and shakes 
his spear, being no 
cotrvd. 



4208 TTEre lo ! fhalt thou dy ; I limite thi place, 
-L*- Neuer Eanfon take fhall I to thy charge ; 
But doii to the teeth the fhall rent by grace.'* 
Ther had was A place, inly gret And large. 

4212 Gafi&ay that tyme, enbrafing fhild and targe, 
By malice And wreth his fpere Fafte he f hoke, 
his courfere fpored, no fentife on hym toke. 



[Fol. 82.1 
Riding straight at 
the giant, he deals 
him such a blow 
that only his steel 
hauberk saved 
him. 



FOr noble loos And proweffe to acquire. 
^- * w With the Forhed plain gain hym went, & 

fmote 
Enmyddes the breft under the pappo with yre. 
Such A ftroke hym dalt ther vppon hys cote, 
Ne had the hauberke fmal mail be, god wote, 
4220 AIs hys breft of ftile, ille hym hade come fure ; 
For Grimold ther was at ille auenture. 



Grimold fell un 
the ground, 



N' 



Oght-for-that yut vppon the hard ground 
Tombled Grimold enmeddes the mountain, 
^ Fr. text, **Hprent a rire.** 
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4224 hys legges reifed up an-hy that ftound, throwing up hu 

•^ **® r J > j^g. But soon he 

Wher-wM Grimold was fbromrly ereued plain, got up again. whUe 

^=> '' ^ ^ Oeolfrej allgbU 

Full wightly tho releued hym fertain, 
In hys hert gan fele full dolorous woo. 
4228 That Gaffiray this iaw, ther difcended tho 

That hys hors f hold noght myfcheuouay (le, *^t^^^^' 
As vnder hym to mortall deth noght caft f^j^^^^^^"* 
Grimold the Geant, longer bode noght he, tSb^SiT^e' 

4232 But vp hym Reifed, GaflPray beheld fafte* ; 
So but litell faw hym don to thrafte, 
Als in fo litell body fuch uertew, 
Ther hym demaunding, " what art thou ] fay trew, 

4236 rjlhat fuch a fbroke me toke I neuer felt fuch on, He a»j9 he never 
1 My lemys fo caft vp ; yut know I noght the JjTuIe'tult! 
"NVherehens thou art, ne what is thy perfon. liSmed to re- 

But off the me uenge f hamed fhall I be ; S^iS:^'"'* 

4240 And yut, fo I am ; but yut, fay thou me, "^•• 

What thou art me fay, I the heie require ; 
No gentill knyght art but graunt my defire." 

G Affray Anfword to [t]hys baculere,* ^^^ ^ ^ j 

__ "My name wU not hide by ryght non S^^^S^or*^ 

An<nTiP •"* Geofflrej of 

®^^8"^®' Lutlgn»n.Meltt- 

Gaffray wit^ the gret toth named am awhere, ■Jneieon.- 
In many contres know the name of myne ; 
For I Am Gaffray, fone to Melufine, 
4248 Off lufignen borne of pat good lady. 

And of lufignen, know thou wel, am I." 

TTThen thys had fpoken vnto hym Gaffray, The gumt My. 
T T TheGeant hymfaid, "Iknowthefull well; S;L^^%',"rrth*t 
4252 Full moch hauc I hurd fpokyn of the aday, 
And of thy gret proweffe eueridell. 

1 MS. " fafte." « MS. " baiulere." 
10 • 
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TERRIBLE DUEL BETWEEN GEOFFREY 



he had slain Gne- 
don hlfl cousin, for 
which he will now 
pajhimolT. 



The giant thooftfat 
he was speaking 
Utith. but lie 
was nearer lying. 
Qeottny tells him 
that desire of re- 
TengewlllincresM 
his hurt. 



The giant strikes 
at OeolR«7 with 
his lever, but 
Geoffrey blenches, 
and the lerer 
makes a great hole 
in the rock. 



Guedon thou flyeft, my cofyn', foth to tell, 
In guerrande lande ; thy guerdon for to haue, 
4256 To this place ert come it to fpeke and craue. 

Hit fhalt thou haue by fore of myghty were, 
For of that fhaU I here now take ven- 
gance." 
he trowed fay trouth, but lied more nerre. 
4260 Gaflfray hym faid, " trowyng this inftance, 

Such fuppoffe to uenge ther huge f hame per- 

fchance, 
Which ofte creflith hurt, men may wel it fe, 
In fondry places conceyued may be." 

4264 rphys cruell Greant ne myght hym w/t^hold 

-^ When fo hym faw fcom, his leuer haufed hy, 
Gaffray to fmite trowyng tho he f hold. 
Apart Gaffray uoided full warly, 

4268 Somwhat blent, the fbroke fo forth paffyng by, 
With hym noght mette ; the leuer don to ground 
Within the Eoche made A grett depe trowe pat 
ftounde ; 



[Fol. 83.] 
It tears the rock 
a foot deep. 
Geoffrey lends the 
giant a stroke on 
the elbow. 



The grass round 
about becomes 
red. The giant 
again raioes his 
levor. 



"pior it throwen was wonder bufbefly, 
4272 -^ And wM fuch rudeffe gan it to difcend, 

That A plain fote large the roche tare ftrangely. 

Gaffray hys fwerd drew hym for to diffend, 

On the elbow * the Geant fmote at end, 
4276 Such a ftroke hym lent, to full huge maruell, 

That of tho hauberk brek many a maill ; 

Fvll litell fauted, fouled had noght be. 
The vermail blode doii ryn wonderly, 
4280 The herbes Aboute becam ^ red to fe. 

This fers Geant tho to Gaffray cam wightly, 
W/t/i full malice yre And cruell enuy 
1 MS. " dlow." 2 MS. " becan." 
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The gret leuer reifed vp and hy brought ; 
4284 Full heuy was, but it greuyd hym noght ; 



G' 



[Affray thought fmite, but he uoyded place. Owtrny again 
Ther the ftroke fill don thre foote in-to itroke tean the 

groond three feet 
fiTOUnde, de«P. *o that the 

° ffUnt finds hU 

So in harde roche Ijnote he ther apace ; armttunnedand 

4288 Whereof the Geant was full wroth that ftounde. 
With that ftroke his arme Aftoned tho founde, 
And thys faid leuer to-rent thorughly, 
And Amidward broken outerly ; 



hU lever broken. 



4292 "YJjjTherof Gaffray thankes to godd yilding. Then Geoiftey 



' » Ther Gaffray hym fmot with hys fwerd itwngth. and 

imitea the giant a 
full fafte, grieTooaatrokeon 

the akull. 

Hys grett ftrenght And fors ther manly f hewing, 
An-hy hym linoth vppon the fcul in hafte, 
4296 The Geant with that ftroke Almofte don cafbe ; 
To whome fat fbripe was greuous manyfold. 
For forow And wo An-hy hys hand gan hold, 

G Affray forthwith fmote vppon the hed an-hy ; [f®»- ^6.) 
^»,^^^^ Off that greuous ftroke Gaffray greued fore. amiteaOeoifreyon 



the head, but 

The Geant his fufbe lete to fle ftrongly ; oeoifrey returns 

him a marvelloua 

Gaffray with his fwerd fmote hym euerraore, atrokeonthe 

ini'i.-iii ahoulder, which 

To whom belonged fight in knightly lore, rends both hau- 

4304 Vppon hys fhuldre A ftroke gaffe of meruell 
That he rent and brak both hauberke & mailL 



berk and mail. 



Plain pawme of hande the fwerde made entro ; The giant, aevere- 
The fanguine blode don ran the belay, i^sTit^l^s 

4308 Anon all made purpurat rede to fe. SS?h*M™t."''"'' 

Thys Geant, of whom we declare and fay, ^jTi'.-''"**^''' 

hys goddys * corfed, hys goddys gan renay, [♦sfcin Fr.textj 

Enleffo thei * wold gif hym Aid' or focour, 
4312 Both Margot, polin, Bemagant that houre, 
» MS. " goodys." « MS. " ther." » MS. '* And." 
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GEOFFREY AND THE GIANT WRESTLE TOGETHER. 



But hit great 

WAiling WM 11t»- 

leM. Oeoifrey 
will eonqtier at 
last, bat wiU have 
much trouble Ant 



TlTAhounde, Inpiter, And als other mo ; 
-^^ hym-felfen bement forily expreffe. 
But for ryght noght was his gret waling tho ; 
4316 But Gaifray at end his wil fhal redreffe, 
Noght only anon but er fat he ceffe. 
But yut f hall he haue I-now anguiffe grete, 
Er the victory be conquere[d] and gette.* 



The giant leapa at 
GeoflVej, and 
grips him fast bj 
the reins, and 
they wrestle to- 
gether. 



4320 rjlhe Geant faw come towarde hym Gaffray, 
-■- Adrad, afFerd of hym was gretly. 
Anon forth lepte, enbrafmg hym alway, 
Teryng, drawyng here and there befdy, 

4324 As he which was takyn curfidly. 

Gaffray gripte he there fafbe by the raynes, 
Ech of thaim both fuflfryng there hug paynes 



CFol. 84.] 
They hurtle, beat, 
and pull each 
other till they at* 
last separate, and 
then Geoffrey 
smites him on the 
haunch 



rjlhat thay almoft loffce ther breth outerly. 
4328 -■- Strongly went Aboute, fo Mi hurteling ; 

n to-gedera went As were egally, 

Such wyfe hurteling, beting, and drawyng 

That fro other fondred efcaping. 
4332 Atwixfte thaim yeuen many ftrokis tho, 

And Gaffray hym fraote vppon the hanche fo 



with a knife which 
he held in hU 
sleeve, piercing 
through his coat 
of mail. The 
giant flees for his 
life. 



Wyth A coftile which in hys flefFe gan hold, 
that his lefferon f^iiled and breke to, 
4336 There wly paflyng the coftile-yre cold ; 
Haftily tho blode lepte out and ran tho. 
The Geant bakwarde lepyng Gafifray fro, 
Ther-thens fpedfully takyng the montain. 
4340 Gaffray hafted after, hym to attain, 



The giant enters 
a chine of the 



TO take leue of hym, but fafte he gan fle ; 
In litell time and fpace ferre was he tliens. 
In A chine of the Eoch made he entry, 

1 See line 3492.7 ^<\^1. f^o/>4tbt^) 



THE GIANT FLEES INTO THE CAVE. 
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4344 For gret doubte had of Gaffrayes niolens. 
GafFray fory that uoided was ther-hens, 
Thys cruell Greant whom he fo had lofte, 
To hys couifere cam, lepte vp, made no bofte, 

4348 rpO hys gide went, declaiyng hym and told, 
-■- Fro worde to worde. All thar werko indede, 
like As thay had dofi ; And how this Geant bold 
Thens into a caue^ fled for fere and drede, 

4352 Within the quike roche for all hys manlyhed. 
The gide vnto hym approched full ny, 
Which there wondred and merueled ftrongly, 



rock, being greatly 
Anr»id. Oeol&ey 
mourns that he 
hat loet him. 



but retams to hla 
guide, and tells 
him all the itorjr. 
The guide marvels 
•tronglj. 



4356 



HOw that Gaffray had fuch hug hardinelTe. tFoi. 84 6.i 

•^ ^ beholding how 

Hys * helme wafted fore, rent And broken oeomneja helm 

was broken, and 



all, 



And hys hauberke difma[i]lled all expreiTe, 
In many placefs holes gret And iinalL 
The gide faid, " fo god me aid etemall, 
4360 I perceiue full well And ryght certanly. 

That Gafi&ay is full of prowelTe and hardy." 



bow toil hla hau> 
berk was of hole*. 
He compliments 
Oeoflkvy. 



COmyng thay faw of peple gret fufion. 
Many nobles wtt^ other of contre, 
4364 As fone As the dede vnderftode Anon, 
Demaundyng fuetly of Gaffray the fre 
Wat was his name 1 and thaim declared he. 
And after thay had demaunded hys name, 
4368 Then whens he was, off wat renon & fame. 



Many noblea ap- 
proach, and ask 
Geoflk^ey Ids name, 
and whence he 



A 



nd that to tham wold the verray trouth fay. One of the barons 

addresses him, 

(For fain wold thay know. And he all tham 
told). 



On of the Barons then faid, " lord, you pray, 
» MS. " came." altered to " cauee." « MS. " hyis." 
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8T0RT OP THE ENCHANTED MOUNTAIN 



and telli him the 
giant will not re- 
turn to fight him 
for anj worldly 
wealth, 



4372 here vnderftandeth what you f hall vnfold ; 
Be ye in certain, for all worly gold 
Thys cruel Geant, (that god hym confound !) 
Again you will noght retom at no fbound, 



for that he knowa 
he If iiredeatined 
todlebyOeof. 
ft«7'ahaDd. 
Geoffrey deelarea 
he will never de- 
part tin he finds 
him. 



4376 



4380 



TlTEl knowen is hym he fhuld nought efcape 
^ ^ Fro your handes twain, yf he were in hold; 
That his mortall deth labour wold and f hape. 
For fo is hym predeftinat * of old." 
" By the Trynite," faid Gaffray the bold, 
" Fro contre f hall I neuer, lo ! departe 
Till that I hym finde by fom maner art" 



[FoL W.] 
OneofthehtfOM 
teUa him that 
the mountain la 
enchanted, and 
that the noble 
HelmM,kingor 
Albany, wm en- 
cloeed therein 
with hli three 
daughters. 



because he had 
wUfolIy bt^held 
their mother in 
child-bed, after 
distinctly promis- 
ing he would not 
do so. 



"TlTy lorde," faid on ofthaim, "beth noght 
-^^ in doute; 
4384 This montain wheron this Geant is truly 

Full of the fairy is it all aboute. 

The noble helmas, king of Albany, 

With hys doughtres thre ther was verily 
4388 FiUclofed wttA-in, nawhere myght ifTew, 

By fuch werkes wroughten incongrew, 

FOr that there moder, the lady prefine, 
Ijring in gefian wilfully had fain; 
4392 Which hym diflfended that by non engine, 

Vppon this diffence that f he hym made plain. 
Noght-withftandyng went to fe hir dedes folain, 
Which therof with hir made had couenaunt 
4396 Goyng ne comyng to hir wold noght haunt, 



She had at that 
time three fair 
daughters. This 
fair lady's name 
was Presine, and 



A s toward hyr whyle in gefian lay; 
-^ Wher if fo gan do, at end mifchef f hold. 
With doughtres fair in lay f he that day, 
4400 Thys ioly lady, prefine, to behold, 

Doughtres thre had childed and vnfold. 

»MS. " perdeftinat." 



KINO HELHA8 AND THE LADT PRESINE. 
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helmas forfwom, periured, and comerd to, 
The conenaunt hold mth prellne made tho 



Hebnas hmd made 
her the above pro- 



4404 "pOr-foth he failled; wherthorugh he loft 
-*- Prefme hys lady, As after fhall hyre; 
hjrt declare And^ tell fhall my werfom goft. 
With thes doughters thre he clofed entire, 

4408 For ther moder loft, the foth to acquire. 

In this hy montain f hitte up were thay tho, 
Neuer was knowen to what place were goo. 



but he fiiiled to 
keep It, and he 
and hJa three 
danghterB were 
enclosed in the 
monntaln. 



FOr-fothe helmas neuer ifTuod oute; 
* .*- Ther were thay f hitte vp fro fat heder-to. 
But in this montain, wit^ut any doute, 
hath euer flth be an hug Geant, loo ! 
Wardain, wit^ meruelous ouercomyng fo 
4416 That men ne duift noght it to approche ny. 
Tyll your comyng now no man fain truly. 



[Fol. 86 b.] 
Ever since a huge 
giant had beAn 
their warden, and 
(tm Oeoffrey'i 
coming) there had 
never been a man 



B' 



^ut that this Geant put to deth mortall; 
So was he myghty and meruelous ftronge. 
4420. This contre hath he put to mifchef all, 

Our kyng which we hild mofte chefe vs Among 
litell hath fro hym deffended our wrong. 
To grimold vs hath of Fors made yilding, 
4424 Euermore fithen that helmas our king 



whom the giant 
hadnoteUin 
when they fought 
together. All of 
them had been 
forced to yield to 
Orimold the giant. 



Grimold was the 
fifth, the sixth, or 
perhaps the 
seventh of these 
wardens who had 



rrto fuch felowfhip was put and cafte. 
Thys Grymold is the fifbe Geant found. 
The fixte, or the fefth of thaim hath be last, 
4428 Wafting thys contre both the lande and ground, S'ldi^.*^""** 
To All men making werre full habound 
Vnto the time of your bleffed comyng, 
The which ben welcome to vs here beyng." 



»MS. "Ant." 
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GBOFFRET RB-SEEKS THE GAVE, 



WhenOeoffrer 
heard the newi, 
he took an oath 
that he would die 
as a recreant or 
elM diao(Hnflt the 
giant. 



4432 11/ hen that Gaflfray hurd thes new nouels told, 
^ ' Full good and fair bene thes tydinges truly. 

Ther A gret oth made As man inly bold, 

Aforn thaim prefent to all openly, 
4436 That he wold be dede ful rocreantly 

Or difcomfite wold this cruell Geant; 

He doubted no-thyng, the man fo pufant. 



[Foi. M.] rnhe night pafled, the fair day appering, 

Sjl^h^*'' 4440 A Afome thes Barons fuU twenty and mo 
GafiEray wightly on hys courfere leping. 
The Creant neuer doubted for no wo. 
leue toke, after went yp the montain tho ; 
4444 FuU gret pain he had to go vp an-hy; 

Hys coTirfere fporing that ceafon wightly. 



oonrMT, and went 
up the moontaln 
■purring him 
nimblj. 



Peroelvlng the 
hole in the rock 
where the giant 
entered, he de- 
■cended and look- 
ed in; 



fTlhat to the Roche cam, fo fpored and fmote. 

-^ Toumyng enuyron, the hole perceyuinge, 
4448 Auifed and knew, well gan it to note 

That thys huge Geant ther had made entring. 

Fro hys courfere dofli Anon ther leping, 

A-foote difcended, in-warde gan behold. 
4452 But to fee wtt^in ne myght noght be* told ; 



but saw no more 
than be would in 
an oren. ** I won- 
der," sayi he, 
" how he got In, 
seeing he is so 
wondrously ' cor- 
poral.' much 
more than I am. 



NO thyng he faw more then in a ouen ho. 
Gaffray tho faid, "Aftoned am in all 
Wherby the Geant now hero pafled be, 
4456 Sin fat gret thikke is, wonder corporall, 
Moche more then I fiun fourged perfonalL 
I knaw well -that here or there entre made, 
Noght that way, but this, ran he full fad. 



See here the care. 
This is the great 
rock wherein the 



4460 



SE here now the place where he made entre, 
Se here*now the caue, without Any doute. 
Where thys Geant entred in to fe; 
» MS. " he." 



AND RB80LUTELT VEKTI7RE8 INSIDE IT. 155 

Thys is the gret Eoche openly all-oute, «•▼• *• ^^^^' "»* 

•^ ® f J > It to big enough 

4464 Where grene graffe hath noli growing there iMWe. 

Aboute. 
The caue was hewin wiihm large and brode 
So As he myght ren wtt^ut any bode. 



F 



lOr he was full huge, moche gretter then I [Folmm 

I "D » o Whatever h»p- 

ame. pent, I win seek 

jj/»rt T» j^ i» •! -A. 1 4» .i. hlmlMlde." So 

446o But, 10 mesn cnu me warde fro noiiaunce, heentezstheaiTe. 

Whatfomeuer approch me of grame, 

Me wil not withold by no gouemaunce 

But hym here within will feke Jis inftaunce." 
4472 Entre made he tho ther in-to the grounde, 

For-foth ther wiiJim thought feke hym that 
fbounde. 



r 



ff that he be there, truly fhaU hym fynd. ^i^*JIi« 

The fpere lete doli, ren the hed, be-fom lete StJo^j^^^a 

(.fwx . follow* It, clench- 

o"" > ing his teeth. 

4476 After ny fewed, derkly, As man blynd. S^b^SL*"**** 
Put hys feet before, noght drad, in went tho, 
Shittyng vp hys mouth vrith hys teeth alfo. 
Adon the fpere lowe aualed he, 

4480 Till he cam vnto the botme and entre. 



TTThen at the botme was, hee gan take hys nisipear being of 

WW a hard wood, lach 

' ' fpere ', a* could not be 

Off An herd wode was, broke ^ wold not foth- it near the head. 

, m andgoeaon, 

leffe; 
Man better timbre neuer faw nawhero, 
4484 For broken wold, ne had be good expreffe ; 
Inly good it was, to no breche gan dreffe. 
Ny the hed tho fpere gan he take full preft, 
And forth went apas, longer wold not reft. 

» MS. "bbreke.*' 
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OEOFFRET FINDS THE TOMB OP KING HELMAS. 



pushing It alwayi 
before him, t«t- 
ing the WMj. At 
laathearriTeiatft 
fair chamber. 



4488 A fter, Aferrome faw he hug clemeffe, 

-^ When a litell while forth ther he had go. 
The fpere euermore Afome hym gan dreffe 
In taftyng the way, vntill that he tho 

4492 Ariued and cam A fair place vnto, 

Where A chambre founde full fair wroght & 

well, 
There fonrged and made was it of nouelL* 



[FoL ST.] 
It WM canred in 
the rock, with no 
place of egren, 
and was ftill of all 
kinds of riohea. 



She myght in no wife, lo ! more fairer be. 
*.^^ In ryght fide And lifte wrought by good 
auife; 
Coruen in the roche full frefhly was f he ; 
But going oute perceiue myght no wife. 
Eyght fair it was And gentile to deuife, 
4500 The rycheffe gret prife, hard to attain, 

That in this chambre had was tho and fain. 



It was adorned 
with pure gold 
and rich jewels. 
In the midst was 
a tomb, supported 
on six pillars of 
fine gold. 



She* All betan was with fine pured gold 
Full of riche perrey, made' to gret maiftry. 
4504 Enmyddes A tombe of this chambre told. 
Thys tombe fette vppon fixe pilours hy 
Off fyne maffe gold, with perles many, 
A man fhold not finde nawhere more fine ; 
4508 Precyous rich were, of huge medicine. 



Above It was a 
king, well formed 
of chalcedony, and 
beiiide him a fair 
lady of alabaster. 



A bove was had A knightly armed kyng, 
-^ Off caffedony will formed and made. 
Vppon this faid tombe was he ther ligging, 
4512 Eefplendifing fair in this chambre fprad. 
loynant ny ther-to A fair lady had. 
Being in eftat (who beheld with ey) 
Off Alabaftre was this noble lady. 



> Here follows the catchword—*' fhe myght in no wife.' 
a MS. Sfhe." ^ MS. " perrey made." 



THB CONTENTS OP THE TABLET ON THE TOMB. 
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4516 rpO conftantinoble fro-thens is no faiU, 

-■- Ne myght ymage finde with it to compare. 

Off this full ftrange fight Graffray gan merueU^ 

An huge tablet this fair lady bar 
4520 In hir handes twain all this to declare, 

Eefembling to be fourged all of-new. 

In this tablet wrete As here fhall enfew. 



Geoffrey marreli 
»t this, but ob- 
senree a tablet 
which the lady 
bare in her hands, 
on which was 
written the fol- 
lowing: 



"TTer' light fir helmas, the full noble king, 
4624 JLL Which me hath lofte by hys gret deray 

Wherof I was And had huge eftonyng. 

Thys noble kyng was Ml Amerous ay ; 

Couenaunt me had, er fpoufed were Alway, 
4528 That neuer day, whiles he gan endure, 

The time that I in Gefian ly fure. 



[Foi. «r b.] 

" Here lieth Sir 
Helmas the king, 
who promised me 
ere we were wed- 
ded that, whilst I 
lay in child-bed. 



Fl fhuld noght enquere by no maner way 
Off my dedes, neither no wife me fe, 
4532 Towardes me noght come ne go no day. 
Till ceafon And time I reifed fhold be. 
Tho it fel and cam*, of my belay thre 
Full faire doughtres had in this fame yere, 
4536 Which right gracyous And full hable were. 



ff 



[Elmas fo gan do that he me gan fe 
In fuch wife As I in my childbed lay. 
Anon ther fro hym I uanifhed me, 
4540 Such wife departed and thens fly my way ; 
Neuer knew what part went I my ioumay ; 
And my doughtres thre forth -with me lad, 
Al thaim norifhed vnto gret age had. 



he would never 
Inquire about me, 
nor see me, till I 
was reoorered. 
Then it befell that 
I had three fair 
daughters at once. 



and Helmas con- 
trived to see me; 
whereupon I 
vanished and took 
my daughters 
with me, and 
brought them up. 



4544 -pVllwell amended And right weU gan growe. when they were 
J- WM my mylke tham fed, and milked all STS^c^^owV 

thre; 
After thaim told, when fiftene yeres gan owe, 
»M8. "Hher.'» 
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OF THB LADT PRBSINE 8 THBBE DAUGHTBBS, 



had loet their 
fkther. The 
eldest. Meliudne. 
WMYeiTTezed 
About ii. 



The maner how I lof te ther fader fra 
4548 In* Auohlon the fairy contre, 

The eldefte of hirth, marled fhe was, 
Melufme called in eueiy plas. 



[Fol. 88 bting ktt, its place w 

[With her two riiten, u wm right, '• 

they talked orer every dremiistaiioe, 

and told me, who was their mother, 

they wished to avenfe me on their 
tether. 

The three dangfaten agreed 
to bring a (kte upon their fother, 
to avenge me of the great misdeed 
that he had foolishly done against me. 
To this they all assented, 
and endosed within the mountain 
Helmaa. wlio was their fisther, 
and who had brolcen his promise. 
When he died. I buried him 

beneath this tomb, and enclosed him 
there. 

and caused this tomb to be thus made, 
thus sculptured and painted. 
Thereon I caused my likeness to be put 
that there might be remembrance of it 
in him who should read the tablet 
For never should man enter here 
except he were of the lineage 
0n Avalon and the fairy-country) 
of my three daughters, of whom 
you may hear tell when you wilL 
I bade the giants to watch, 
from the hoar I set them there, 
that none should enter by this 
except he were sprung of our line. 
I provided gifts for my daughters. 



hire tuppUedfrom the French text, heginmng on 
FoL 103 *.] 

[A fee deulx feurs, felon Raifon, 
Compteient toute la chaifon, 
Et dirent moy, que fuis leur mere. 
Me vouldroient vengier de lewr pere. 
Les trois fiUes furent daccort 
De lecter fur leur pere vng fortj 
Pour me yengier du g9*ant meffait 
Que par folie euft vers moy fait 
A ce tontes fegfentirent,' 
Et dedens le mont enclouirent 
Helmas, qui leur pere eftoit, 
Et qui menty fa foy auoit. 
Quant U fut mort, le lenterray 
Souhz cefte tombe, & enferray, 
Et fiz cefte tombe ainii faire, 
Ainfi figurer & poiirtra[i]re ; 
DefTz^ fiz mectre ma femblance, 
Affin quil en fuft Ramembra7ice 
A cellui qui le tableau lyroit ; 
Car ceans homme nentreroit, 
Sil nefboit de la lignie 
En avolon et en fairie 
De mes trois filles, dont poun*ez 
Oyr parler qwant vous vouldrez. 
Les geans a garder commis, 
De celle heure (]ue cy la mis, 
Que nul entraft en ce paffaige 
Sil neftoit ylTu du lignaige. 
le ordonnay dons a mes filles 



1 In the margin, ** AuobUm y^faffre contre." 



2faffentirent(?) 



MELU8INE THB ELDEST, MELIOB, 
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Qui gentes f urent & abilles ; 

A melluiine la maiihee, 

Qui moult eftoit faige & fence, 

le luy donne don a fa vie, 

Depar lordre de faerie, 

Tant que le Hecle dureroit, 

Le fempmedi fcrpent feroit ; 

Et qui la vouldroit efpoufsr, 

Delle ne deuoit addreffer 

Ce lour, mais foy garder moull bien, 

Quelle part quel fufb, fur toute Eien ; 

Que en cil eftoit ne la veift, 

Ne qua nulluy ne le difb. 

Et qui celle Regie fuiroit, 

Melluiine toudis vinroit 

Ainfi comme femme mortelle, 

Et poure femme naturelle ; 

Puis mouroit naturelment, 

Comme les autres proprement. 

Melior, la fille moyenne, 

Qui tant fut belle creftienTie, 

Yng don lui donne de faerie, 

Bien eft Raifon que le vous die. 

En vng chafteau fort & maffis, 

Qui en armenye eft afOs, 

Voire, en g?'ant la armenye, 

le luy ordonnay qus fa vie 

Tendroit leans vng efpriuer ;] 

"IfThere it f hall behoue nightes to wacche thre 



who were beaatiftd and Iklr : 

to Helwine, the eldest, 

who WM yei7 wise and prudent. 

I give her a gift for life 

(aooordlng to the order of fklries), 

that, aa long as her life lasted, 

she should be a serpent every Saturday ; 

and. whoever would marry her, 

must not approach her 

on that day, but take good heed, 

wherever he was, and in every thing. 

He must not see what she then was, 

nor tell anybody of it 

And, whoever followed this rule. 

to him would Melusine always come 

Just like a mortal woman, 

as women naturally do. 

Then should she die naturally, 

and as others usually do. 

To Melior, the second daughter, 

who was so fkir a creature, 

I give a fairy-gift, 

and 'tis welithAt I should tell you what. 

In a castle strong and massive, 

which is situate in Armenia, 

(in great Armenia, verily.) 

I bade her that, during her life. 

she should keep a sparrow-hawk Uiere ; 



4608 



[Fol. 80.] 

, ,.- /«,. , ,4 .«. Whoever wishes 

As ho which on hir demaunde A yifbe to ask a boon of 

- her must watch 

wold, there three nlKhta. 

And -what he defire I-graunted fhall be ; it; but he mu»t 

The firfte demaunde demaundith ther haue i^.** 

fhold. 
But not hir body delire haue ne holde ; 
4612 Oif it Melior loke he noght require, 
Neither by no meene hir not defire. 
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AND PALESTINE THE YOUNGEST. 



Bat If he yield to 
■omnolenqr, he 
ihAll be her pri- 
■oner tor ever. 
SuehUthegiftI 
fftveher. 



F 



knight wake ne ihold but of hye birth 



were ; 



And ho-fo do flepe in tho nightes thre 
4616 (Wher lytell or moche) in fampnolence there, 

Alway perpetuall there abide fhall he 

In the paleis with melior the fre 

As prifonere in prifon alway : 
4620 Such gifbe I hir giflfe As this tyme dyfplay. 



Palestine, the 
youngest, shall 
have this desUny: 
she shall dwell in 
a very high 
mountain, where 
men's hearts fidl 



T)Alatine* the yongefte fufter tho was, 
-^ So named and called was at that day ; 
To whom I defteined to purchas 
4624 Such A maner gyftti As^ you fhall fay : 
That in coinqs* the hy montain ay, 
Where failled hert haue men full many, 
Enfuffering full ofte ryght gret mifery, 



and shall there 
guard her father's 
treasure, till a 
knight of our 
lineage comes and 
takes it by force, 
and afterwards 
conquers Pales- 
tine, the land of 
promise. 



4628 rjlher to warde and kepe hir faders trefoure ; 
J- Enduryng hir life, in that place to be, 
Till fom approche and come, of linage our. 
To that hy montain by fors and ftrenght he 

4632 To afcende an-hye Aboue the hill to fee. 

The trefour cafte oute, and after fhall conquere 
The lande of promiffion by hys powere. 



[Fol. 89 b] 
This mountain is 
situated iu Arra- 
Ron. 

Thus Presine 
avenged herself 
on her three 
daughters, 



Tho was the monte of whom we fpeke and 
fay 
4636 Sette in Arrigon of trouth verily,' 

Which that is a thing knowen well bo may. 
This prefine to hyr doughters thre furely, 
Which were full hable and ryght faire to ey, 
4640 On thaim the moder auenged that brayd, 
By the maner that Aboue is faide, 

* The A being indistinct, it looks like " Prllatine ; " see 1. 5049. 

' Very indistinct. 

3 In the msiTgin— Palestine yn a eastell yn aragon. 



OEOFFRET SEARCHES FOB ORIMOLDi 
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F 



jlOr ther fader helmas king of renon, 
That thay enclofyd by ther wrong derain 
4644 With-in the montain ther of Aualon ; 
For by my faith I loued fat fouerain, 
how-be-it J)at he mifdede me Again ; 
Off feith and of trouth I loued hym hertly 
4648 With all the fprites of my body." 



BecMue they shut 
up their father 
Helmas In the 
mountUn in Ava- 
lon. For I (Pre- 
sine) loved him 
heartily though 
be sinned against 
me." 



R 



yght thus was And went the fcripture faini? : Such wa* the 
And when Graffray, uaillant man and tablet After 

reading it Geofn«7 

wurthy, 



Had radde thys tablet, ho moch meruelling ; 
4652 But yut he knew noght uerray certainly, 
But fantred and doubted uerryly 
Wher on was or no of this faide linage. 
Fro-thens went Gaffray wit^ full fers corage, 

4656 Tnly fafte cerching als both low and hy, 



greatly wondered 
whether he was of 
Presine's lineage 
or not 



I 



Passing thence he 
searches for 

Where that Grimold in Any place finde orimoid every- 
where, and at last 
mVffht : aee« a Mr field 

r. ., \^ -» f^ ,. , , wlthatowerinit 

So thens departed paliyng ouer lightly. 



Al the wais toke and fought thys huge wight, 
4660 Grimold myght not fynde ne of hym haue 
fyght 
Streight Afom hym A fair feld gan behold, 
Ther perceyuyng A fquare tour, A ftrong hold. 

fTThe gate faw open, the barreres * undo ; 
4664 -■- Into the hous Gaffray went Anon, 

Stifly And bigly his fpere holdyng tho. 

In a gret latife be-held manyon, 

Al prifoneres where in warde thai ochon. 
4668 Of hym wondred And merueled ftrongly, 

And on of thaim faid, " go hens ful quikly ! 



[FoL 90,] 
The gate being 
open he enters 
and sees a number 
of prisoners be- 
hind a great lat- 
tice ; they warn 
him off. 



I 



Concell you," faid, "depart hens Anon 
That this huge Geant in no wife you fe ; 

1 MS." baiTores." 
11 



lest the giant 
shonld destroy 
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GEOFFRRT PERCEIVES GRIMOLD, PURSUES HIM, 



him. Bnthfl 
langha. mad Mks 
where the giant 
eanhefoond. 



for he U oome to 
fltrht him. One of 
thepriaooen 
iifraiii waniii htm 
to Ro. hut Geoff- 
rey telb him not 
tofctf. 



as he can fight the 
giant alone. Jost 
then the giant 
rame up, and. 
perceiving Geoff- 
rey, fled into a 
chamber hastily* 



[Fol. 00 h] 
an<l drew ttie 
(liior after him. 
Kut GeoflVey fol- 
Utwn. aud burats 
the do<»r oiien 
with a Icicle, and 
enters. 



The (dant smites 
Geoffrey with a 
mallet, and would 
liavc slain him 



4672 Or in-to fom hole go, uojiling his perTon, 
Or with the Geant diftroed fhall ye be I '• 
Gaifray laughed ; after demaunded he, 
Which on his nocke hare A fpere full grete, 

4676 Iff that the Geant he myght funde or gette, 

TXTith hym thought to fight, hys purpos 

' ' uerily. 
On of thaim hym faid, " fe hym fliall Anon, 
And I bolcue ye will it fore aby 
4680 iff he you fe, for ftrong is of perfon ; 

To deth will you put forfothe er ye gon." 
Gaffray to hym faid, "my ryght full fuete 

freude, 
haue ye no drede but of your felfe at end ; 

4684 A lone fhall I here the fbrokes And dedos, 
-^ For Alone I haue take this entroprife." 
yn the fame moment, places, and ftede 
Gaifray with long toth the Greant gan auife, 

4688 That iuged was to doth, wel gan adu^rtifc. 
ho ftrongly ther fled As ho myght goodly, 
A chambro pcrceiuod, in went rabbiflily. 

Tile dore after drew; Gaffray gan it ffe, 
^N/./« After fpcd Apace, yrouHy being; 

Smiting haftyli, the dore gan vp fle, 
Witii fat ftroke the dom* Anon unbarring; 
Withe the folo of foto was he tho fmiting. 
4696 Into chambro floure tho doure matle fle lightly ; 
For all barred was, entrod he wightly. 

A[8]quare maillet the Geant gan hold; 
Vppon Gaffray hed ther-w/t^ yaf wightly. 
4700 With that ftroke he was Honed manyfold; 

Ne had hys hebnet* be full ftrong and myghty. 



»"dorc" O 



» MS. " hclyct." Fr. text, h^vltn*. 



AND DRIVES HIS SWORD RIGHT THROUGH HIM. 163 

Gaffray had be flain, fo caufed to dy. Si»ffili?faul^ but 

And yut not-for-that Graffray tombled there, rta« again, 

4704 Anon releuing in wighty manere, 

THen hym faide Gaffray, " of the haue full fair, ^^ ^y, .. i ^ 
But Anon I fhaU yilde it unto the, ^Sll^l^e'tdnofi 

With my fwerde the teere, not will make re- jSJrSJwkha 

j.-^* »» Inngea at him. 

*'""'^- drlTlnjrtheBWord 

4708 Gaffray drew hysfwerdjharde well ground to fe, J^TJ,?^''** 
Withe the bakke went, fo harde the Geant 

fmote he, 
Gaffray his good fwerd fo put thorugh hym tho, 
Thorugh the brefte the croffe was it unto ; 

4712 Tj^o part in-to part hym pe?*ced ouer alL Then feii the 

-*- The Geant to grounde our-tomed tho, often made men 

Which fo ofte had made many men full thralL up a marreiioua 
Ko-thyng was he wurth, right noght myght tower sounded, 
he do, 

4716 Where curfedly had don with his maillet foo. 
A meruelus cry vp he caft fat ftound. 
All the toure founed when he fill to ground. 

THys Geant tho fall to mortal deth colde [Poi. w.] 
With thAt mighty ftroke Gaffray hym yeuyng. drew his twoM 

Gaffray drew hys fwerde ther oute fro Grimold, 2d put it in the 
Into hys fcaberge Again hym puttyng. J^^ent to th^ 

Ther ryght no lenger wold he be byding, priaonen, 

4724 To the prifoneres fro-thens Anon went, 
And to demaunde thaim was full diligent 



r 



[F of Norbelande thei were As was told, and asked if they 

And what manor thyng gain hym hade mifdo, nmberia^. wd 
4728 And wherfor in prefon he tham gan hold. to prSoZ ^Sj 

Anon on faid, " for trewago was it tho S^^y^hTdnSTiJSid 



That tho gret Geant yeiien had vnto ; 
11» 
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OUOFFRET RELEASES TWO HUNDRED PRISONERS, 



the siant ih« 
tribute they owed 
him. 



The which, fir, is noght yut hym paid no wyfe, 
4732 Wherfor this now bide All his tirandife." 



"Rojokethen." 
Mid Geoffrey. 
" for ye are itruck 
oat of hia papers, 
and I have ao- 
qoltted yoa of 
your tribute by 
killing hhn." 



Then they were 
glad and aaked 
Geolfrey tolet 
them out So 
Geofllrey tearehed 
tUl he found the 
keys, and coming 
to the aoo prison- 
ers. 



[Fol. 01 6.1 
undid the lattice, 
and gare them 
leave to go. 
Geoflft'ey leads 
them U) the 
chamber where 
lies the giant. 



G' 



I Affray Anfwered, " ioyous And glad be, 
Now Full merily demene you Amonge, 
For of his paupires ftrike oute plain be ye ! 
4736 Here hym haue I flain And put to dethe ftronge; 
Neuer f hall he you At no day do wrong. 
Of trouth mortall deth haue I put hym to, 
your trowage haue I now here aquitte fo." 

4740 TXTHen thes nouels hurde, ioyous therof were; 
^ » Graffray thay befought thaim deliuer oute. 
He Anfwering faid, " do f hall my powere." 
Tho cerched, enquered, And went Aboute, 

4744 Till the keys Founde wet^ut any doute. 
And when he thaim had reforted Again, 
Where too hundert wore And mo in certain, 

THe lateis unfhitte where-in prifoned were, 
Prefently thaim al gaf he leue to go. 
Fro-thens iffued thay with gladfom chere. 
That nouelles plcafed and greed well to 
That efeape f hold thys painfull prifon fro. 
4752 Into the chambro GafTiray tho thaim lado 
To fe this Greant dede and cold ther had. 



All wonder how 
Geoffi-ey could 
kill this monster, 
of BO "unfitting" 
a stature. 



E" 



^uery man hym blilTed of GafTray, 
Ther meruellyng gretly of tliis auenture, 
4756 Hym to haue in fuch herdineffe Alway 
To aflail fuch A hiduous creature 
Off fo wonderfull uniittyng ftature, 
Thys gret monftre, huge, large, and cruell, 
4760 Which fo meruelous was, felenous and felL 



They all said 
they had never 
Bwn such a man 



E 



uery man blifTid, euery man faid 
That neuer fuch a man ther dais gan fc. 



AND GIVES THEM THE GIANT'S TREASURE. 165 

To thaim faing Graflfray, " hire me now bis braide, ^ »u their d»ys. 

'=' . O«ofliney tells 

4764 Here now ye Barons acquitail haue by me: them they now 

'' ^ J > owethegUnt 

Vnto this Greant no more owe f hall ye. nothing. 

Full moch good hath within thys dongon; 
Barons, you it yeue into your bandone, 

4768 A nd all that is here you it gyffe frely, but uut they 

■^ Both gold and hauour here, all that his STuiTtreMttrM 

they can And, for 
'^ace. he would have 

hit reioys and take, for noght haue will I ; »k^^ '**' ***" 

here you will commaunde to our lordes grace, 
4772 Take all fat here is in this tour and place. 
To tary or byde certes will noght here. 
To labour will go in place ellyf where ; 

LEnger will noght bide, dwelle, ne tary." [poi n.] 

^. . ^ "your mercy and grace," thai to hym gan ^uy^wd^ 

%hlm how he came 
' there, where no 

" So it myght you pleafe oflf your courteffy, toT^.T" 

Euery of us you befeke and pray 
Wherby ye come in to fay us your way, 
4780 Where for the Geant non durfte make entre, 
That dede and recreant here lith now may fee." 



mi 



Ihere Gaffray thaim declared all and told. Geoinrey teiis 

" them, and they all 

When thay had hym hurde, on faid hym "y ^^^ »<> "»•» . 

•' '' ' *' to bold ever issued 

yi^^ from that rock, 

' except the giant 

4784 "Neuer fro this Eoche iffued man fo bold and his antece^ 



Excepte this Geant ligging ded hero, lo ! 
And his cruell anteceffoures alfo. 
By whom to greuous torment put we be ; 
4788 Exiled and wafted haue thai our contre, 



•on. 



B 



0th tho gret and fmall haue thay had in who had suin 400 

l,of^ . knlghta. They 

^"•^ > said too that they 



Diftroed alfo all that thai finde might, 
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Geoffrey's triumphal progress. 



would aoeomiNuiy 
him tm he found 
hb own people^ 



Foure houndred haue flain, preuyng well Jjis 
date. 
4792 Now our forow ye haue vnto an ende dight, 
And Als put to end the fary work ryght. 
With you fhali retom, going vppon way, 
Till that your peple approche and fynde may." 



Then thej wt Um 
fUnt's body up 
upon ft enrt, to 
which it WM flwt 
bound and ftttaeh- 
ed. 



4796 rpHes Barouns thaim made tho full redy 
-L To put this Geant ther a carte uppon ; 

An-hy hym dreffed As for to cary, 

Neuer faw man to iightes uiilon 
4800 So gret As was this Geant enuiron, 

Euery man hlefled that hym gan fe ; 

Well bounde and tacked to that carte was he. 



[FoL 99 b.] 
Wherererthej 
went all men 
nuLnrelied at the 
monater. and 
bleMod the boor 
when GeoAwj 
oame there. 



They would gladly 
have made Geoff- 
>ey their king, but 
he would in no 
wise longer so- 
journ there. 



4804 



fTUiorugh the contre went, hym carying ; 
•^ Wherouer thai rode and paflid full fafte. 



Of this faid monfbre al men merueling, 
Wherof the peple Abaffhed and agafb. 
Forfoth euery man bliifed thaim in hafte 
4808 The hour that Gaflfray ariued at Jjat cofte, 
That thaim deliuerd of this curfed gofte. 

G Affray conueed to his peple tliat houre, 
huge honour and gold hym ther prefenting ; 
4812 And full humbly gan do hym ther honour, 
So As for ther lorde thai liym holding, 
For paffed And dede was their noble king. 
But he wold no wife lenger ther fogourii, 
4816 But to lufignen wold he tho retourn. 



Then he leapt 
ui>on his courser, 



Off ther huge honour wold he take no-thyng, 
Eetourn wold ther-thens without bode any. 
Gaffray, which no man * neuer was doubtyng, 
4820 Vppon his courfere anon lepte lightly 

As he which was both doubty and wiirthy. 
• MS. »* noman." 



GEOFFBEY GOES TO SEE BATMOKD. 
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"Adieu," the he faid, " Adieu you commaund^ 
ye noble Barons prefent of Norbeland, 



and bade the 
barooaadiea. 



4824 rpO you leue the warde of this contre." 

-■- Fro-thens deperted, femyng ther to longe, 
Wtt/f hym his peple ridyng As fhold be. 
Ther rode A gret fbour, waloping ful f tionge, 

4828 Till to fe cam; A barge gan he to fonge, 
Deilryng to fe his fader of blode. 
And Meluilne his gentile moder goode. 



Then he and hU 
people galloped 
tut till they came 
to the tea. There 
he took ihlp, 
desiring to see his 
father and 
Melualne. 



4832 



HE taried noght, failled And rowed foo, [FoL n.] 

That he approched Guerrand tho full ny ; good and he soon 

The winde was good, he ftrongly failled tho. Then he disem- 
barked and arrlT- 
ed at Lnalgnan 
that same night 



That in litell while to port cam furely. 
And when Gaf&ay had hauyn ueryly, 
4836 Anon A-land he defcended ryght, 

And ther Ariued certes pat fame night. 



All the wordle anon wenten hym Airain, ^^ "? ^**i**u. 

J ^> ' came to meet him, 
Men, wemen, children, of ech fide mofte "i*;^**"** 

^ ' ^ with the rest 

and lef te : Oeolfrej talutca 

' him humbly, em- 

4840 The Barons fefted this hy fouerain, traces and unes 

•^ ' him. • 

hys fader Raymounde vnto hym cam prefte. 
Gaffray hym falute As man mofte vmblefte, 
Wightly Anon hym Gaffray gan enbrace, 
4844 Neuer at more eafe of hert he ne wace ; 



ff 



[is uifage and mouth ther gan he to kiflb. 
Into a chambre both thai made entre, 
Wherof many thinges fpake thai, I-wilTe, 
4848 Many tales told ther Gaff'ray the fre, 

And Raymound to hym that in mynde wold be 
hou hys moder loft he had and lete, 
W/t/i malicious wreth Gaffray gan fuete ; 



Then they entered 
a chamber and 
talked together. 
Geoffrey told his 
father many 
tales, and next he 
is told how ho 
had caused the 
loss of his mother. 
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GEOFFREY RECALLS HIS VISIT TO AVALON. 



He knew it wm 
for his alii In 
borninx the abbej 
of MftiUexaia. 
Then he remem- 
ben the tablet he 
mw in the moont- 
ainoTATalon, 



4852 



TlTell Auifed hym it was for his fyne 
' ' That his fader had wrethed heuyly fo, 



By monkes he hade fbroyed maillers yn ; 
With flammes of fire thaim bruled and brend to, 
4856 An hundred thor were in that minftre tho. 

Then on the tablet hys thouglit & mynde gan 

draw, 
Which in the montain of Aualon faw, 



[Fol. 83 6.] 
upon the tomb of 
kin« Helnuu. 
Then he knew 
thAt Melorine 
moft be HelniM' 
daughter. 



rwurde to wurde al thorughly i/i hert be* 
rad 
4860 Vppon the tombe of noble king helmas. 

Tho knew he Full well where melufine was hade 
Doughter to the kyng which lay in pat place, 
And that helmas, this noble kyng, wace 
4864 Fader to Melufine his moder good ; 

Where-vppon he thought long while he ther 
ftoode. 



When he knew 
that Raymond 
had been tempted 
by the earl of For- 
est, he ftware an 
oath that he 
would go and kill 
him. 



Away he goes with 
t^n chosen 
knights, who 
were worth twen- 
ty others, and the 
result was this : 



TTThen he vnderftode, knowing it clerely, 
» * hou that * Raymounde his noble fader tho 

4868 By erle of forefto his brother naturally 
Toward Melufine had made diflautte fo, 
With An hautain uois Gaftray faid, wold go, 
(Wher-to he fwere full faft his gret otli), 

4872 That fliortly he wold diftroy hym for foth. 

SO fro-thens w/t/t wreth Gaffray partid then, 
his fader ^ his parte went right heuily, 
W/t7i full wurthy noble knightes ten, 
4876 Stronge, liable, and light, men fad and myghty, 
Tlio ten wnrih well other knightes twenty ; 
here you f hal declare by fortone hou gan faL 
Gafiray fo flrongly ther rode forth w/tA-all, 



> " he " (?) « MS. " thai." » MS. *' brother ;" Fr. text, pere. 



GEOFFREY SEEKS OUT HIS UNCLE FROMOUNT. 
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4880 QO on way fafte fped, fo forth low and hy, 
r<^ That he approched the erledome vnto 
Off the foreft, where was this Erie wurthy, 
Which in a castell abiding * was tho. 

4884 Gaffray to that parte drew hym fafb to goo 
Where the Erie f hold haue ill hanfell anon, 
In-to thys fiaid ftrenght entred his perfon, 



they rode till 
they came to the 
CMtle where the 
flurlwaa; then 
Geoffrey entered 
that fort 



Within he entred vnware fodenly, 
Off" no creature perceiued at all. 

With full yrous wreth Gaffray meued hy, 
He falute non, ne fpake to gret ne fmall, 
But difcended dofl A-fom the gret hall, 
4892 The grees Afcended, many to accounte, 

hys uncle the Erie ther, named Fromounte,' 



[Pol. 94] 
Buddenly and an- 
perceived. Moved 
with wrath he 
neither sainted 
any norapalce, bat 
aaceuded the stepa 
of the great haU. 



"Flnmyddes his peple hym thergan find, 



JCi 



and foand his 
ancle Fromont 



Which were full noble And ryght gentile to, there amongst 



4896 Wice, fage, And wele taught As any to mjmde^ Drawing hi« 
Gaffray As wode man drawing his fwerd tho, him a traitor. 
Ther crying, " traitor, thy lif lofb And goo 1 
By thy neclygens my moder haue lofte ! " 

4900 Thys Erie it hurde, his blode gon almofte. 



ff 



[Is mortall deth faw ; being in fuch fray, 
Gaffray he doubted in hert that inftaimce, 
Knowyng well by hym tho wurdes gan fay 
4904 Wherof Gaffray had to hert fuch noyfaunce. 
Fro-thens he fly wit^ huge comeraunce. 
Neuer-for-neuer ftode he in fuch drede. 
The tour entred, the dore founde ope in dede. 



and terrified his 
uncle, who fled . 
away in great 
trouble. Never 
had he been so 
frightened: he 
entered the towor 



and ascended the 
steps. But Oeotr- 



4908 rjIHe grees Afcended ryght fo As he myght 

-■- But fo gan noght do As his hert tho wold ; I^^tenod'Xr 
For After hafted Gaffray As man wight, 

>MS. "obiding." 
' In the margin— ^^-/rtf kyld hy» %'[nkult] erle offoreate. 
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QBOFFRBT CAUSES HIS UNCLE'S DEATH. 



him, pomilnf hini 
■o fkst that the 
eari hadtofiee 
alone; 



Which purfued hym, chaufmg to that hold, 
4912 Strongly hym fewed And fharply manyfold. 
Openly after other gan to fle; 
Wit^ hym had the Erie non of hys mayne 



[FoL M b.] 
for all na down 
the stepe aa if 
they were mad ; 
being greatly 
afraid of being 
caught. 



Af man that fo was gentile ne fo goode 
.., * w Which with hym fro-thens in no wyfe wold 

go; 
The grees defcended, fered as were woode, 
Eche hym-felfe to faue in heft wife cowd tho, 
Ther liffes to faue GaflEray criing vnto. 
4920 For fere of taking full fafte thay fle, 
Thay fore doubted left taking fhold be. 



Thnt the earl ran 
up into the tower 
and got to the top 
as soon ae lie 
could. Ckwflbrey 
•ware that he 
would not apare 
him. 



G Affray fly After thys Erie haftily, 
Sweryng that he fhold dy ther w*t^ gret 
fhame. 
4924 The Erie Afoended into this tour quickly, 
As fone As he myght to liieft ftage came. 
Gaffray fwere his oth, for linage ne fame, 
Wold fpare hym to flay, lif take fro his gof t, 
4928 Syn his moder good by hym fo hath lofte. 



In extreme terror 
the earl leapt up 
to a window and. 
mining his foot- 
ing, fell on his 
head upon the 
rock. 



F 



^Or drede the Erie fwatte And fore trembled 
tho 

When that he faw, brefly vnto fay, 
That by no men myght ferther pafTe ne go. 
4932 At A feneftre lepte in that affray 

Vppon the hedde, failling foote that day ; 
Fro that place glint fat full hy tho was, 
Don vppon the Koch A fall gan purchas. 



Thus this earl of 
Purest died by his 
own folly, and 
GeoflVey caused 



4936 Tn that point was he mif[c]heuofly dede 

J- With dolorous wo And full heuy fhame, 
Thys Erie of forefte in faid place and ftede. 
Alas ! by hys owne gret folay it came, 



RAYMOND DETBRMINBS TO SEEK THE POPE. 
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4940 hys peple * hauyng hug forow and grame. 
The body GaflFray made vnto entere ; 
After do made cryes in ech ftede awhere. 



his body to b« 
buried, and pro- 
claimed 



4944 



[FoL 05 ] 
his own brother 



This done, he 
returned to Lusi- 
gnan, and soon 



AS vnto the Erie befom had thay do, 
To Eaymounde his brother in like wife SXr fo^I 
homage. 
All enheritors of the contre tho. 
And As thaim had faid Gaffray the fage, 
Euery accorded vnto his langage. 
4948 Ther Gafifray wold noght lenger to fogonm, 
To-ward luTignen fafte gan he retourn, 



r 



[n fhorte and bref tyme parted fro that place. 
Vnto lufignen entred, faft ridyng, 
4952 Where his gud fader tho dolorous was, 
Which full heuily was ther waymenting 
For that noght unknow, (full for lamenting), 
How hys brother diftroyed was Jjat day ; 
4956 Eaymound faid, " of it gret dolour haue may, 

An my wife haue loft, exile my contre, 
By my cruell lin And my wicked vice ; 
Ihesn crift my foull warde and kepe to the, 
4960 Fro* thys worle me will put by good auice, 
Neuer feke no-thyng to conquere franchife. 
To confeffe my fyn wandre f hall and goo, 
With good hert fhall fay the hole Poftell to 



oame to hla father 
who waa sore 
lamenting the 
earl's death. 
Raymond ex- 



4964 



Off Home, that lyon men do name and call, 
A 



After, fo god will, chefe fhall my dwellyng, 
Eeclufe and f hit vp in fbrange contre fhall. 
In which ftede will not be know for no thyng. 
4968 In that place fhall I my life be iifmg 
In deuoute prayers And in orifon. 
All vnto acquire my fauacion." 

»MS. »*pepll." 2 MS. "For." 



"All is due to my 
sin and vice: 1 
will quit the 
world and its 
fame, and make a 
pilgrimage to the 
holy apostle at 
Kome, 



whom men call 
Leo. I will then 
become a rccluM 
In a strange 
country and 
spend my life In 
prayer. *• 
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RAYMONDS ADVICE TO GBOPFREY. 



[FoL 96 b] 
Oeofliney, alight- 
ing from hon»- 
Iwck, tarried not 
at the dismount- 
ing stone, but 
■ought hit fiitther 
and crared hit 
pardon. 



bitterly repent- 
ing his wicked- 
neaa. " It needs 
not." said Ray- 
mond, " to monm 
longer: yon can- 
not bring yoor 
mother back 
again. 



nor can I restore 
the dead to life. 
You must re- 
build the abbey 
which yon burnt 
in your folly." 



Geoffrey promises 
to do so. Ray- 
mond says. " It 
should be built up 
B4> as to be fairer 
than before ; 



fFol. 9G.1 
but I must learo 
you uow, for I go 



Ryght As Raymounde hym fore complayned, 
[lo!] 
4972 In plain tea, wepinges, he bathed was ; 

And when that Gaffray was defcendid tho, 
At the perron longe bode not in Jjat place, 
At cafbell finding hys fader by grace. 
4976 But hys moder noght founde, ne faw wiVi ey, 
Wherefor to hys fader cried mercy, 



W" 



Tith hert fore contrite therof repenting 
Off that he had don fo moche wickedneffe. 
4980 On knees mercy ther hym fafte crying, 

Raymounde fore wepte with eyes bittemeffe : 
" Hyt nedith noght," faid, " more haue penfif- 

neffe, 
I know well that ye by no mene this day 
4984 your moder recouer certes ye ne may. 



r 



can noght," he faid, " werke ne labour foo 
As tlio mortall ded ther lif to furrend. 
The Abbay and mynftre fourge and make moft, 
lo! 
4988 Which fair place ye haue diftroid and fhend. 
An hundred monkes w/t/i-iii alfo brend 
By your meruelous And wondre corago, 
As by your folay and full gret outrage." 



4992 



/^Affray Anfwerd, "(ire, I fhall it doo 



Within ryght bref tynie, fo our lord pleafo 
may." 
Then Raymound hym hild in hert content tho ; 
" More fairer fhall be then Afom was ay," 
4996 Raymound hym faid, " appere will it alway 
That which ye will do men full well fhall fe, 
Perceyued to ey, knowen well will bee. 



5000 



HEre will you leue, to good ende come may. 
A litell way me mofbe go in pilgrimage, 



RAYMOND SETS OUT FOR ROME. 
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Which promyfed haue god afom this day, 
Put ther-to haue both hert, wyll, and corage, 



on a pilgrimage. 
Yoa shall guard 
the country and 
take care of your 

My contre you f hall leue, warde it as the fage. youngeat brother. 



5004 Non other will I of it haue the garde, 

your yongeft broder wyll loke Jjat ye warde, 



PArtenay hym gif with thes caftelles echon 
Off vavuent, Ayglon, And also Meruent, 
6008 He thaim to hold in hys fubieccVon 
In pees without contradiccion hent ; 
Anon to Rochel * my wife wold fo went. 
For gretly of hym f he gan fpeke and fay, 
5012 That contre he fhold iuftice alway. 

I Hym make my proper enheritour. 
For yut fhall he be wurthy terrenly." 
Gaffiray Anfwered, " I grant to will your, 
5016 Alway your plefur fhall I do furely, 

Full well fhall I warde my brother Thierry ; 
In that doubte ye noght, in no maner point, 
Sin ye me commaunde, gree to fuch a ioynt" 



Give him Parthe- 
naj, Youvant. 
Aiglon. and Mer- 
Tent, and all the 
country as far as 
Rochelle ; for to 
Melusine gave 
direction." 



GeoiBrey pro- 
misee to do so, 
and tells hU 
fatiier he need 
not fear its not 
being done. 



5020 "D Aymounde his ui[a]ge Full fafte made redy, Raymond, aii 

■^^ When he redy was, taried ne refbe ; 

Of uitaill and wyn toke fufficiantly,^ 

Al hys peple commaunded to god prefb. 
5024 At the departfon fughed fore in brefte. 

Hys leue gan he take witA amyable loue fine, 

Towarde Rome hys way hild he fbreight As lyne. 



being made ready 
for Us journey, 
sets off He 
takes leave of his 
people and goes 
to Rome. 



G 



Affray and Thierry fuettly on the way [Fol 96 6.i 

5028 ^ long fpace and tyme thare fader conueing ; Thierry go with 

their father ; and. 

In ther forth-progreffe told and faid Gaffray, on the road, 
hou that good helmas the full noble kyng 



> MS. " Rachel." 



« MS. " fufficiantily." 
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GEOFFREY TELLS RAYMOND ABOUT KINO HELMAS. 



OeoflOney reUtM 
how he found 
good king Helnuw 
within the rook. ' 



Within the Roch founde, wher non durfb be 
commyng 
5032 Enleffe he were ftrong, wurthy, wyfe, and fage, 
And that ilTued oute of hys linage ; 



and how he had 
seen HetanM* ' 
tomb, and Pre- 
dnel image in 
aUbaater. and the 
tablet which her 
handheld. 



rjlOlde where the tombe was pight and fette truly 
-■- Vppon thes riche and gret pilours of gold ; 

6036 Of prefine told he alfo veryly, 

Hon f he portiraed was in being, told ; 

At foote of hehnas tombe hir figure vnfold 

Of Alebaftre compafTed and made ; 

5040 And of the tablet that f he hild and had ; 



Raymond rqjoieed 
to hear Melndne 
waaoftachhigh 



aeemedtaihlijoy 
a foot taller. 
Afterwarda Geof- 
frey tells about 
Presinel gifta 



ANd then all that hurde Aboue haue ye. 
Raymounde reioyed hys wife doughter was 
Off fyre helmas, king which Gaifray gan fe, 
5044 And of prefine, the courtois, full of grace ; 
For gladnes A foote* in hithe gan purchace. 
After declaryng went by witty engine 
All the gylFbes that ther gaf prefine 



to Melior. Melu- 
sine, and Palatine, 
and how Presine 
loved Helmas 
dearly. Ray- 
mond again re- 
joices. 



5048 TTnto Melior and to Melufine, 

^ And to palatine, wemen of fayreo ; ^ 
And, As men Affermeth by feripture fine, 
That Aboue all helmas louid hyly 

5052 Prefine, aboue wrote verray perfectly. 

When that Gaffray had All thes thynges faid, 
Raymounde hertly glade reioyiig that braide, 



[PoL 07.1 
Thna his two 
sons brouRht him 
on his way. and 
brinir him at 
nijtht to his lodg- 
ing. 



That Gaffray gan hire voluntarily. 
„vvr« After thes fones too hym conueyng. 

With hym vppon way went full merily. 
At nyght when thai cam vnto ther loging, 
Hys fones of hym the morfl leue taking. 



»MS. "Afoote.' 



'MS. "fayrcr." 



BOMB ACCOUNT OF THIERRY OF PARTHENAY. 175 

5060 To-geders kiffed at the parting leue, Next mom they 

And fo the mornyng departed in breue. * **^*' 

RAymounde ther Fader f ped hym on hys way ; *nd there wm 
great weepinff on 
Ther no creature but watry teeres f had ; hoth sides. Then 

Otoftny and 

5064 The Fader wepte, the fones Ala that day, Thierry went 

_, i. 1-1 . . .« 1-1 back: and Ray- 

jbuery of thaim in mifery had, mond went on to 

Roma. 

Raymound thens went ; Gaflfray Terry with hym 

lad, 
Thay retomed to Approche ther home, 
5068 And the Fader went ftreight forth vnto Rome. 

Ryght thys departed ther wais thes thre, Geoffrey went to 

Lnaignan, and 
Ther-thens to lufignen went Gaffray.* Thierry to 

m mi Partenay. A 

To partenay went Terry that centre, AMcHpUon of 

5072 yonge, lufty, ioly, inly frefh And gay. 
Hardy, myghty, fers, entrepreignant ay. 
To ladies fwete was amyable, 
huge of body, wel formed As man able. 



Thierry* 



5076 "IT Any were ther noght with hym to compare, Th^ v^ qnaii- 

IWI ties of Thierry 

-^^^ For he was An in beuteuous fair knyght ; »« *»«« enumer. 
Strong, myghty, wourthy, And light to declare, 
And oflf All peplle douted was he ryght ; 
5080 Neuer put A-bake, manly was of myght ; 
A notable man was he of corage, 
A good werriour, fubtile, wife, And fage. 

DOubted of all, wher by' fors, were, or wit^ Thi^***i2i^'ed 
^ w« • Euery man obbeid hym lowly ; ^^ *>' *^*» 

*' 9 J degree who camo 

In all hys marches, where wrong or ryght were it Jj?" Britain, and 
In noble Bretain gan he to mary,' wealthy. 

AiFyed and fured to A gret lady, 
5088 Which difcended was of ryght hy lynage. 
And als fhe haujmg full huge heritage. 

* In the margin— ^tf^r^ Urdofluaygnen ^ terry lordof[parUnayJ] 

«MS. "wherby." 

' In the maxgin-^ierre tnaryd a lady of bretayn. 
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GEOFFREY REBUILDS THE ABBEY OF MAILLEZAIS. 



FromThieny 
descended the 
line of PMthenay. 
ft line which la 
■UU dicUncoiahed 
forrirttte. 



TEny feignoried A full larg^ contro, 
Hattyd of no man ; of hyni gan ilTew 
5092 Of portenay the lyne of verite, 
As in this hiftory doth to cnfew. 
Which hyly regneth yut in huge vertew ; ' 
God wold fuch heires of tham fhold come 
6096 That the line noght faill to the day of dome ! 



accordinffto 
Meloaine's pre- 
diction. It were* 
tedlotu to relate 
aU their great 



Ryght As declared And fayd Melufine 
That the faid lino fhold haue long endur- 
ance, 
And that thay fhold do good dedes and fine ; 
5100 And fo haue thay done wel to rememberaunce 
In many placis, wherof refte I this inftaunce; 
Ouer long wold be to declare and tell, 
Ther wurthy dedes vnto fay or fpell. 



Geoffrey tent 
ererywhere for 
masons, who 
rebuilt the abbey 
of MaUlesais 
which he had 
burnt. 



5104 /^ Affray tho made Abouto for to fonde, 

^ Mafons of icho fid come wM-out delay ; 
Ho rought noght what theron fhold difpend, 
For in thought wold rof tore the Abbay 

5108 Off Maillers, that was brcnd fat oder day. 
Off euery j)art mafons ther comyng, 
Ther wages well i)aid, content J?aiin hold}Tig. 



[Fol. 06.] 
It was rebuilt so 
as to be fairer 
than before : so 
that men manrel- 
led. and said that 
Geoffrey had be- 
come a monk after 
all! 



I return to Ray- 
mond, who con- 
fessed all his sins 



5112 



Ti^Ourged and made was in A fomer tide 
-■- More fairer then euer it was before, 



Off wliom men fpeken, talking large and wide, 
II^Tn ofto mocking And faing euermore, 
" Gaffrey is become A monke for all hys lore, 
5116 Neuer trowed man for to fe that houre 
A wolfe to become An lierdly paftour ! " 

T leue fhall Gaffray ; of hys fader fay, 
-L Which to Rome to the holy fader came 
5120 Ilys confeffion to declare alway ; 



RAYMOND PROMISES TO TURN HERMIT. 177 

In conclufion fpared for no fhame, inftiutothepope. 

1.1111 1 ^**® wondered at 

jy euer no-tnyng hid, out all gan proclame. the strsnge things 



The holy fader wondred on that he told, 
6124 Off tho memeles that ther gan vnfold.* 



he told him. 



\ I Therefor fhold I hold long tale this inftaimce? and appointed 

YY ° Raymond a 

' ' For his fynnes eaff t)enaunce full f harpely. penance, which he 

11. 1.1 II, promised to per- 

Eaymoimd ther it toke to right gret plefaunce, form before re- 

5128 Promittyng he wold do it fuU gladly tumingtoPoiue™. 

Or he entre wold in peyters fuerly. 

To hys holy fader faid wit^ all his hert, 

'And that thens wold go in-to fom defert, 

6132 CI in wild exile all hys lif ulinir He undertakes to 

r^ lire a hermit's 

^ For fair Meluline his loue, wife, and fponfe, life for Meiusine-a 

In many fomors And winters being, he would never 
Which that he hath loft by dedes fhamouous, 
6136 And ferpent become wondre hiduous ; 
Sayng, neuer wold hir put in oblyuy 
'Ne in that contre neuer entre furely, 

FIuer-For-neuer in hys life no day, [Foi. m 6] 

nor return to the 

w**w Where hys fuete loue lofte by hys owne pia«e where he 

•^ '^ '^ leather. He 

fpeche f craves the pope's 

Which in oblyuy wit^ hym be ne may. Leo, accordingly. 
This holy fader gan pray and befeche 
That of his illes he wold be hys leche. 
5144 The pope, that time named and called lyon, 
Said to hym, " where is your deuocion 



F 



[^Or to go and do ioyned pennaunce 1 " „kg him where he 

Raymound Anfwered as man deboner, S^ond*^*"* *^* 

5148 " At Montfarrant bide is my hole plefaunce, nTt^rkt to 

Ther become hermito wM-out any retrayr, Anragon, where 
To goddis honour And foniice repair. 

IMS. "vnfuld." 
12 



178 RAYMOND BEOOMES A HERMIT AT MONTSERRAT. 

there te fair For ellefwheie can I noght me hold, 

•Qjoumingi'' 

5152 Full fair fogemyng ther is, me is tolde. 

Lrobidahimgo; fTlhere is A deuoute folitary place." 

off. soon oominrto "■- " Go * where plefo may our facred lord an- 

Tonlonie, , 

That your fauacton ye may purchace," 
5156 This lion the pope faid to hym fuetly. 

In bref terme Raymound parted thens tmly, 
So ftrongly he rode, paflyng forth the way. 
That within Thouloufe cam without delay. 

where h« bid! 5160 TjluU moche peple Again hym tho went : 

»diea to hla men, Wi r r ^ J > 

•ending them au -■- He ther yeuyng leue to hys mayne plain, 

home exoeiyt a 

yeoman and a Ech latefied with goodes fufficient : 

ehaplaln. ° ' 

With hym A prefb had, An honest chapelain, 
5164 A yeman alfo for hys owne demain. 
More had ne toke at that entreuall, 
Ther unto our lord commaunded hys men all ;' 

rFoL 90.] TTErmites Robes full fafle lete doo make, 

mitBrobeenwSe, 5168 -*-*- In Arrygou toke hys logge and repair. 
iSiT^. and so At the Mont-farrat manfon gan to take, 

at UoutJerni. ' yilding hym hermy to As man debonair, 

God to feme w^'tA orifons and^ praiers fair ; 
5172 Properly to take for hys heritage 

his byding in this wild montain fauage. 

Hu jeoman and T^"^*^ ^^^ ^^^ ycmau And full noblo preft 

with bim there, ^^ ^^^ hermitage toke habitacion, 

mond^'fonS^k'tbe ^176 With fuU greabill hertis in ther brefte, 
Ther being in fore huge afflicc?on 
long time and fpace with good deuocyon. 

> MS. " So." Fr. text, Alez y done, 

' At the bottom of the page is the catchword—" Hermites Kobcs 

fuU." 

3 MS. "and and." 



LAST DAYS OP COUNT RAYMOND. 
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The worle all forfoke at that houred fbound, 
6180 And full deuoutly lined ther Eaymound 



world, and lived 
there deToutljr 



T= 



I HI ende approched, to mortall deth went. 
But dais thre afom full well perceuyng 
Abonte lufignen to vew the ferpent, 
5184 Where lande and rent Aforfi was renonfing ; 
Whom moch peple ofte haue be feing ; 
To knowliche nombred mo then twenty 
That of Meluline will hurde fay truly — 



till his death. 
Three days before 
his death, the 
serpent was seen 
going round 
Luslgnan; so that 
more than 20, who 
had well heard 
Melusine say 



5188 rjlhe time and ceafon departing thaim fro — 



that she would 
thus appear, know 

-*• That when the caftell change ther lordesf hold, that they are 

soon to have a 

Afome wold fhe appero to light, lo ! new lord. 



Thre days aboute thys faid caftell wold 
5192 Off fair lufignen, full beuteuous hold. 
Wherefor many fain in ther willd reuell, 
" After. appArens, fhall haue A lord nouell." 



G Affray tho lorde of this faid caftell, 
^*w^ Which fo fair was, and lord of contre ; 

That hy honour and feignory full well 
Pefibilly in pece it hold gan he. 
Tho fro Thouloufe made baronage & mayne 
5200 That Eaymound wiik hyw lad when to Eome 
went ; 
Excepte yeman and prefte all home he fent. 



[Fol.90 6.1 
Geoffrey was then 
lord of the castle, 
and held it in 
peace. Then came 
to him the barons 
whom Raymond 
had dismissed. 



rjlhai vnto Gaffray declared and told, 
A The trouth and verite faid thay outerly, 
5204 hou his fader an hermite was and hold, 
And hou fro tham departed wilfully, 
And hou his goodes parted gentilly. 
Gaffray vnderftode, hys brother after fend, 
5208 All contre to hym gan he recommend. 
12* 



and told him how 
his father was now 
a hermit and had 
sent them home. 
Geoffrey sends for 
his brother, and, 
leaving LusignAU 
in Us charge. 



180 



OBOFFRET IS ASSOILED BY THB POPE. 



depKtU for Rome, 
to aocompUah all 
ho had to do. It 
were long to tell 
all. 



He eonfeeaed to 
the pope, and was 
very penitent for 
the wickednen he 
had done In hia 
youth. 



TlRo-thens departed, with hym peple few, 



r 



Gaflfray the corteis, gentile and connyng.* 



lenger wold not bide, toke hys leue by rew, 
6212 hafbed to complefh his dedes doing. 

Mif tre ne nede non more be declaryng, 
But to tary time and long wold it be 
Eueiy thyng to put in hys certainte. 

5216 TTnto the pope cam, And hym gan confeffe 
^ With gret repentaunce full deuoutly ; 
Oflf his fynny cr[i]me lefte* not more ne leffe, 
Full dolerus was and repentant truly 

5220 Oflf his wickedneffe dofl confentyngly, 

And pat he had don in his youthneffe foo, 
"With fore hert contrite all confeffed thoo 



[Fol. 100.] 
The pope 
MfloUed him, and 
charged him to 
rebuild the abbey 
ofMaUlexalB,and 
fill it with monka 
to the number of 
UO. 



and Ro to endow 
the abbey that 
they should never 
lack bread or wine. 
Oeoflfrey promises 
to do this. 



and sayi) it Is be- 
gim already. The 



PRoperly all that in confcience finde myght. 
The pope affo[i]led hym ther benyngly, 
When declared hade hys dedes vnpcrfight 
To fourge the abbey charged hym gretly 
Oflf Maillers without tarying any, 
6228 Such pennaunce charged hym his fynnes fore, 
With monkes it f tuflfe, montance of fex fcore ; 

With rentes endowing to haue brede and wyne, 
That lacke and faill non winter ne fomer 
tide 
5232 To wat necefliite or nede to incline. 

Again the abbay to forge loke prouide, 
That diftroed haue And dif herite wide. 
GaflTray anfwerd, " fir, I f hall do all, 
5236 The minftre and churche appareill fhall 



B 



Etter tlien euer Appered to eye ; 



For fothe fhe 
niewt." 



hath A good commence- 



* MS. ** comyng.* 



« MS. •« lefte." Fr. text, laissa. 



GBOPFBBY GOBS TO MONTSERRAT. 
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"yut the churche ye haue f treed wickedly; 
5240 Agan it to make ye mofte be deligent." 

" Sir, carpenters, mafons, yiftes f hall hent, 
Ther ftate fhall remitte to our lordes grace; 
More fairer fhall be then euer it wace." 



pope acain charges 
him, ADd he 
promlBet to obey. 



5244 " rriHys refon," faid the holy fader at ende, The popeteib him 

I *" he is in danger for 

J- " For your brother foule ye be in danger his brother-a soui. 

becaiue he bomt 

That ye crufedly' bruled fo and brende him: and that ho 

•rrf-i 1 A. i#.i ii*» -111 would find hb 

When thys mynfbre and fchurch deftroed there, father at 

Montaerrat. 

5248 And yf ye of your fader lufte enquere, 

At mont-farrat finde fhall \ai man of fame, 
Which noght long Agofl toward vs he came, 



TTErmite is become, holy lif leding." 
5252 •*"*• Graflfray vnderftode, vriih eyes wepte fore; 
Off pope* leue toke, to monte-farrat going. 
Strongly rode apace befily euermore, 
Till the regiat way founde hym before, 
5256 But Anon As he app[r]oched the montain, 
Vp went he an-hy, linding Eaymound plain, 



[Fol. 100 6.] 
GeolAvy seta off 
for Montaerrat, 
and soon finds the 
highway to it. He 
then ascends the 
moontain. 



H" 



[Is blilTed fayder which hurde hym Anon. 
When hys fone he faw, gretly reioying. 
5260 After Raymounde wold haue departfon. 
But gaflfray no wife wold be deperting, 
But laid, ther wold bide the worle enduryng. 
And that go wold quite fro the heritage 
5264 And iro All hys barons homage. 



and finds Ray- 
mond. Raymond 
is glad to see him. 
bat bids him go 
home again. 
OeolAvy reftises to 
return. 



G 



Affray was ther foure or fiffe dais tho, SfytoJ foir^'or 

hys fader myght noght hym do torn no five days; but at 
wife. 
But ther wold dwell hys life vfmg alfo ; 



> Sie in MS. 



■ This word is struck out by mistake. 
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OEOFFRET REBUILDS MAILLEZAIS ABBET. 



■ to 

return, and UkM 
leave of hi«fiuher. 



5268 But when hys fader will gan aduertife,* 
Thens to lufignen drew by good auife 
When of fader had leue take full lowly, 
No lenger fogem ther wold noght truly. 



Retarnlnffto 
Lualgnan he eaUs 
his banma to- 
gether, who 
humbly do hbn 
homage as their 
lord. 



5272 TTThen of lufignen the faire Cite hent, 

» » After the Barons fend he full wyghtly. 
Which cam Anon at hys commaundement. 
As fone As thay thes wurdes hurde truly, 
5276 homage gan thay do to hym full humbly, 

hold}7ig hym ther lord moUe fouerain f<it 

houre 
To full huge ioy and ryght grett honour. 



[Fol. IM.] 
He then rebulldi 
the abbey he 
destroyed, and 
eitabUshes there 
IJO monks, endow- 
ing the abbey 
richly* 



rphen Maillers f [ojuiged and made new again, 
5280 J- The faid Abbay,* befom gan vndo. 
Ther fex fcore monkes aftabled certain, 
Ennobling the place ryght wonderly tho, 
huge lande and ryclielTe endowing therto ; 
5284 Wher night and day monkes pray for J>is lord^ 
For Meluline and Kaymound of recorde. 



and making rich 
grants to It. In 
course of time he 
visited Raymond ; 
for, when the time 
of Raymond's 
death drew near. 



Thay haue of ryght full grett enchefon, 
He mortefing goodes fufon and plente. 
5288 Wit/tin proflbffe uifete hys fader anon, 
And gentilly hym quite at pat affemblo. 
Kiiymouiide leuyng longe ; when to ende nyhed 

he, 
That the foule mofte yelde being fpirituall, 
5292 (As well lordes gret as tho being fmall). 



OeofTrey remained 
at liome no longer, 
but came to the 



RAymounde to our lorde his foule ther yilding, 
Gaffray no lenger tary wold ne bide. 
For when hys fader dede was ther faing, 



»MS. "aduerfite." 



«MS. "Ablny." 



THE DEEDS OF THIERRY, OEDES, URIENS, AND OUT. 
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5296 Vnto mont-farrat made progrelTe fat tide, 
hys fadres fepulture for to prouyde ; 
Entered in Abbay of the monte-Serrat, 
That place augmented pafiingly pat dat, 



5300 



And rentid gretly to the houfe encreffe. 
he 



( was he, (you fay verray certainly), 
That euer ther was mofte chef of goodneffe; 
hit is thing fat man may know full lyghtly ; 
5304 Eyght well his deuor Gaffiay gan do furely. 
That dofi, retomed the mont-Serrat fro, 
le[n]ger wold noght bide, to lufignen went tho. 

TEny was notable And a full good knight, 
^^ww A wurthy man, A iufticere full grett, 
And regned after pufantly of myght 
At partenay long huge wurf hip gett, 
Fair dedes gan doo in his time full fett, 
5312 In pees hys contre haldyng full manly, 

Non durf te hys hefbe breke, but to hym apply. 



0' 



^Edes regned in the marches tho ; 
Sagilly hym ruled to intelligens; 
5316 In hys tyme full grett goodnelTe gan he doo. 
In Cipres regned noble vriens, 
The Sariflns werred by huge uiolens, 
(Ny neybours were) put thaim to diftruccton, 
5320 And oif thaim made full gret occifiolL 



(F 



*bbey of 
Montaerrat to 
proTide for his 
father's borlAl, 



and nude grants 
to that abbey also. 
0«o(&«7 did hla 
duty at 

Montserrat, and 
then returned to 
Liisignau. 



t_Vy regned and was king of hermeny; 
Full nobly ther lade both lande and contre ; 
hys hoires makyng werre times many 
5324 Vppon Sarrifins which mifbeleued be 
Vntill J>at thay were recreant to fee. 
Ther had no farifin but full fore ]>am drad,' 
So theim chaftifmg ther will noght ne had. 
IMS. "draw." 



[Fol. 101 6.] 
Thiurry reigned 
at Parthenay long 
and justly, and did 
fikir deeds. None 
durst break his 
hests. but obeyed 



Oedes (Eudes) 
reigned sagely in 
the raarchM. 
Uriens reigned In 
Cjrpms, and 
warred against the 
Saracens hlB 
neighboura. 



Ouy was king of 
Armenia. His 
heln warred 
against the 
Saracens, who 
sorely dreaded 
them. 



184 THB DEEDS OP RAYNOLD, ANTHONY, AND RAYMOND. 



Raynold was king 
of Brehaigne 
(Bohemia). His 
hein reigned 
after him. 
Anthony was 
dukeofLnzem- 
bnig. 



5328 A nd Raynold alfo, off BreliAigne kyng, 
-^^ hys leuyng regned ryght full pufantly. 
After hys hoires femblably werkyng, 
Regnyng after hym As men full myghty, 

5332 And welle tlier contre gouemed dayly. 
Anthony, the Duke of lufembrough tho, 
Many townes toke And Bourghes aKo ; 



[Pol. MML] 
and his heirs did 
(Ur deeds. Baj- 
mond was earl of 
Forest, and was 
much beloved. 



ANdt 
^ Ini 



tho which of tham difcended liniall 
5336 -^^ In ther tyme full fair dedes gan to do, 
As well tho grette As tho litoU and fmalL 
Eaymound full cherilly was hold alfo. 
The full nobill Erie of the Forefte tho. 
5340 Thes moche conquered of fondry regyons, 
And thay were of gret poITeffyons. 



Thns all these 
brethren bare 
them well, and 
prospered ; all ex- 
cept Horrible, 
who had been 
smothered, and 
Fromont. who 
had been bnmt 



0' 



^ff thes brethren after ther hoires were 
In many places of grett wurthineffe, 
5344 And all thes bretherin fall well gan tham here. 
Huge contre conqueryng by ther myghtineffe, 
Excepte horrible, diftroed was expreffe, 
And Fromont which brennyng gan purchas, 
6348 Which welle wold haue do, but diftroed was. 



All these were 
deBcended from 
Raymond, and 
bare his arms. 
To this day the 
Cyprians use 
" Lusignan " as a 
war-cry. 



Off Raymounde iffued All tho Aboue' faide ; 
Ther iffue cries make, and ther armes here ; 
And yut the Cipriens at ech houred braid 
5352 Alwais crying " lufignen ! " awhere, 

And will whiles the worle will endure here. 
Thay were good knightes, waillant & worthy, 
Entrepreignant and affaillyng many. 



The earl of Pem- 
broke in England 
was also of this 
line; 



5356 



fllhe full noble Erie of thaim gan difcend, 
-*- Off panebourght in Englande enhoritour, 
Which gret contre and lande hym fende. 
1 MS. " Aboute." 



THB ROMANCE OF THE SPARROW-HAWK OASTLE. 185 

In Amgoiiy the of cambrere honour ' » aiw> the lords of 

5360 Off the flrfte line were difcended that houre, Am«on. 
And thay cam and iffued veryly ; 
Off helmas hoires off Albany 

Iffued thys line, Melufine tham bare. ^^^^ j^ ^ , 

Fromount ther brother at mailers brend BntftomontwM 

buried at Mail- 
-^ga lesals, where also 

^ Ilea Geoflnrey 

And ther beried, the trouth to declare. under a stone 

tomb. Here ends 

Gaffray the gentill lith in that place this part of the 

romance. 

In a tombe of ftone portraed the fpace. 
5368 Off noble Gaffray refte me now here fhall, 
And fay of hermyne the kynge roialL 

A Pair cafbell is hade in hermyne, 
Which tho off Fairy both fourged & made. SSL^^the' 
5372 In hermeny the gret is it uerily, S^IL' oiSft 

As in this hiftory told is and hade. £Sh2*iiJto " 

The Sperhauke cafteU named is and rad, S^hti"^* ^^ 

Where it behouith to wacche nightes thre 
5376 Without Any fompnolent ilepe to be. 

And ho accomplesh in pat place it may, 
A yifbe may demaunde and it haue he fhall »°^ ^\V^^J **** 

J <f so might ask a 

Such As hym lufte to demaunde all-way, boon of the lady 

^ ^ ^* Mellor. proTided 

5380 So demaunde nocht hir body corporall that he did not 

^ J r aak for her love. 

Which dwellith within, thys lady roiall. 
Auife hym ryght wele hir no wife defire. 
For it Aualith noght hyr for to require. 

6384 A nd in fompnolence be founde thyng any, 

-^ Ther finabilly For euer ther fhall dwell, if the watcher 

With thys fair lady ther fortake ueryly, b^*^e hw^' ^^ 

Which gret loos and prys hath f he foth to teU ; SJ!^" MeS^w^ 

5388 That MeUor was called fair and welle, S^'u^tftl^o"""'"' 

Doughter to Prefine of the fairy lande, ^""^"^ 
As thys hyf tory doth vs vnderftande. 

* In the margin — erle ofpenbrok. 



186 



ADVENTUBB OF THE KINO OP ARMENIA. 



[FoL 101] 
There wm then a 
mighty king In 
ArmenlA. a fkir 
knight, who un- 
dertook to watch 
three nights &t 
Sparrow-hawk 
CaeUe. 



TN henneny hade the a mighty king, 
5392 -^ A fair knight, long, fbreight, lufty of colour, 

With tendre youth was he hote being, 

And als was of full worf hipfull ualour. 

he faid wacche wold he nightes thre or foure 
5396 At the myghty hold of Sperhauke caftell, 

For men had hym told off this ftrenght nouelL 



Intending after- 
wards to demand 
ahoon. Sohedld, 
bat afterwarda 
repented of hia 
raahneea. He 
therefore 
departed. 



declaring that if 
he found the Udj 
MeUorfklr. he 
would aak for no- 
thing but Aerw^T. 
Such was his 
foollah reeolTe. 



Thus came he 
thither on St 
John's day, and 
having remember- 
ed to bring Ills 
tent, pitched it 
there in the 
meadow. 



[Pol. 103 6.) 
Then came he to 
the castle-gate. 



And As for to wake ther behouyd he 
Which the yiff[t] ' conquere of uarray fors 
fhold, 
5400 Ther he faid A wold wacche full nightes thre 
And after A yifte ther demaunde he wold ; 
So gane ^ he do, repenting his hert bold. 
Anon mad his way Full prefb and redy, 
5404 Fro-thens departed wiihront reft Any, 

SAing that he wold unto thys wacche goo. 
That notable yifte conquere if he myght. 
So if thys lady faw plefaunt, fair hym to, 
5408 Non other yift wold defire hym to dyght. 

But for noght hys thought, folay was it ryght, 
For thys lady haue myght not thys man fell 
For fpoufe ne for loue; what nedith more to tell? 

5412 TN hert this knight rifen fo hafted and rood ; 
-*• When ny approched and to fperhauke came 
In feint John his night, taried ne boode, 
To body therof had grett ioy and game. 

5416 In obliuy noght hys pauilon of fame ; 

Pight And ftreight was it in the medew tho. 
Armyly parted all hys peple fro 

Thys corteys, gentile, and thys noble knight, 
v^-^^ The porte and gate cam of this caftell, 

» Fr. text, k don, « MS. « gain," altered to " gane." 



HE ARRIVES AT SPARROW-HAWK OASTLB. 
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In hys hand halding A pece of fief h dight, holding & piece of 

Wherwit^ the fperhauke thought to feed full epMTow-iuiwk. 

There saw he an 
Wele. old nun, clothed 

in white. 

In this cafbell faw on go, foth to tell, 
5424 A man clothed white, femyng of vifage 
That he was to fight full ferre ron in age ; 

Ther hym demaunding wat thyng pat he whoMkedhim 
fought. and next offered 

to show him the 

he hym Anfwered, " thys here demaunde I, way. 
5428 The couftome of this noble place wrought." 

he faid, " come ye, of goddes part an-hy ! 

In the way of it then f hall you put furely 

Where ye fhall finde this folain auenture, 
5432 Full fbrang vnto fight of ech creature." 



Thys good man before, after went this king, 
Afcending vp hy ther the grees all, 
Fro the hall went more hyer in going. 
5436 Full moch merueled thys hy kyng roiall 
Off the grete richeffe apperyng in hall. 
And of the nobleffe that in f tedes founde. 



5440 



Gretly commaundid the fightes pat fbound. 
fllhe Sperhauke at perche to %ht difplaid, 



Then they mount- 
ed the steps and 
entered the halL 
The king manrei- 
led much at the 
wealth he saw 
there. 



Which beuteuous, fair, huge, and gentile was. 
Thys full wurthy man Afom ther hym faid, 
" kyng, vnderftand me here a litel fpace, 
5444 Without flepe ye moft here wak in this place 
Thys fperhauke thre days & nyghtes thre ; 
And ye mow noght, Alway here byde mofte ye. 



and peroeiTed the 
sparrow-hawk on 
his perch. Then 
said the old man. 
" King, you must 
here watch this 
sparrow-hawk for 
three days and 
nights. 



5448 



Iff that terme ye wake arid pat ye flepe noght, 
What-fo ye demaunde, of trouth haue fhal ye, J' u*L"y"^r^- 



[FoL 101] 



Off erthly thinges but not celeft wrought, 
Excepte the body of thys lady fre ; 



boon, demanding 
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THE KINO WATCHES THE SPARROW-HAWK. 



any Murthly thlnff 
uTe Udy Melior's 
body." 



The king wid he 
would watch, but 
he took iU counsel 
with hinuelt 
Then the old man 
departed. 



The king watched 
all that day and 
that night, feed- 
ing the iparrow- 
hawk. Seeing 
also plenty of 
food and wine. 



For gold ne filuer liir haue may not be." 
5452 The king faid, " wold wake without fompno- 
lence, 
To fede thys fperhauke do my deligence." 

rphe kyng toke to wake, And faid auife wold 
J- What gift wold demaunde After nightes thre. 

5456 111 concell he toke, fuch yift demaund fhold, 
Whereof il Guerdon therof haue f hal he. 
Thys good man parted, the king bood Juparde, 
Wher tho his behold put ententifly 

5460 To the riche nobleffe that he faw wzt^ ey. 

That day waked he And also the night, 
In gentile difporte to hertys plefaunce. 
He ther flepte no flepe, manly waked ryght, 
5464 The fperhauke fagely fede by gouemaunce, 
A repafte hym yaf wel to conyfaunce. 
Off vitaill and wines faw he gret fufion. 
Which tho was had in this gamyfon. 



bo took a repast 
of n hat pleased 
him. Next day. 
he sffain watched 
all day and all 
night; and the 
third morning 
Bgain fed the 
bird. Seeing a 
duor open. 



[Fol 104 b.] 
he entered 
another chamber, 
which was full of 
birds, painted in 
vermilion. The 



5468 



TTis refection gan refceiue and take 



Ther of hy and bas at his owne deuife. 
The morne, all day full well gan to wake 
And all night ; the morn fed pe hauke i?* beft 

wyfe, 
5472 Hyt pleafed and gladded * hertes franchifo. 
A dore faw open all behinde hys bake. 
Pertly entred in ; of nobles ther no lacke. 

HE neuer befome faw fo huge richeffe, 
^^,^j Wherin vnto light briddes were many, 

Whi[c]h uerniaill ^ colour peynted were expreffe ; 
The chambir peynted, portraed ^ fref hly 
Aboute the walles with fine gold to ey ; 

' MS. ** gladdcs.*' * MS. " mermaill." Fr. text, vermeillon. 
'MS. "portared." 



HE BXAMINE8 THE PAINTED CHAMBER. 
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5480 Figured kniglitis were enuironee, 

With ther Annes peynted as thai fhold be 



portraits wore 
thereof many 
knights. 



mo 



^o that refembling thes figures were. 
Vnder ther names wrete vriih letters blake, 
5484 Where the fcripture faid right in thys manere ; 
In fuch A yere fuch on here gan to wake, 
But he ilepte and in fompnolence was take ; 
here of-fors he mofte byding take and dwell 
6488 As vs to honour and for to feme well ; 



and under each 
was written the 
name of each, 
with the date of 
Ilia undertaking 
the adventure, and 
how he failed. 



Where-hens thay f hull noght depart veryly 
Fro * thys vnto the day of lugement. 
Thre places ther were appering to ey 
5492 In thys chambre, had full conuenient, 

(Wherto euery man myght his fight hent), 
A certain Armes, And fuch A fcripture 
Vnder writen was frefly, be ye fure, 



and liad to remain 
there tUl the Daj 
of Judgment. 
There were also 
three places where 
were seen three 
ooateK>f-arms, 



5496 



WIT 



lere this fcripture faid full merueloufly, »nd beneath each 

. , , was written the 

thys caftell here wrete with letters date when each of 

- . the Imights under- 

blake), tookUieadventure 

In fuch yere fuch on, the which his god hy 



Caufed and made well plainly for to wake 
5500 Our noble Sperhauke without fompnolence take ; 
Hys gift therfor had by full gret prudence. 
And by hys good notable diligence. 



AUfo thys chambre well depeynted was 
^w^* Ffro foote of wallure the ouife vnto. 

Which deuided^ nactons hyand has 
And thes oftrange regions all[-so]. 
Full uaillant and wurthy were thys men tho, 
5508 Which noght ne went to fompnolent ileping, 
But myghtyly And pufantly were waking, 



[Fol. 106.1 
The walls of the 
chamber were 
painted ftrom top 
to bottom. These 
three Icnights were 
valiant, and did 
not go to sleep. 



>MS. "For." 



' A mis-translation ; se^ Note. 
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THE LADT MELIOR AT LAST APPEARS. 



The king miued 
on these tbtaga 
till he aIm<Mt 
slept; then fear- 
ing leat he should 
do so, retreated. 



The third night 
he also watched ; 
and on the fourth 
mom came the 
lad7. clothed aU 
ing 



The king aalntea 
the huly, who 
praises him and 
asks hbn what he 
will hare, for she 
wUi only ref^ise 
him one thing. 



TFol. 105 h.] 
which she will not 
pay. The Icing 
thanks her. and 
asks her loTe. She, 
greatly angered, 
denies him flatly. 



and bids him asl 
something else. 



A Nd the gifbes all tberof bare Away. 

-^ Thys king in mufes ther was full ftrongly 
6512 In the nobleffe of this caftell alway, 

That almoft he llepte, but not A-flepe fiilly, 

For Alway waked he full befily. 

Ther vnto deuife Anon toke the ufe 
5516 hou he myght well ouennoche to mufe ; 

Ther-thens departed he full opinly. 
That night worthily wacched hys perfon. 
To hym amom Appered full erly 
6520 Thys lady clothed vriih grene enuiron, 
With lufty frefh colour after the ceafon ; 
For moft cheffeft time was of foraertide 
That ther hys wacche gan fo to prouide. 

5524 Tlull fuetly the kyng hir falute And gret, 

-»- Which was hertly glad of hir good comyng. 
She faid hym goodly, " non myght ther no bett, 
you will haue a-quitte As in your waking. 

5528 rewarde and behold what gift will be hauyng ; 
Vnto you with-f&y neuer f hall hire me, 
Sauyng And excepte only o gift be, 



5532 



Wherof the dowte ; in no wife fhall pay.* 
Now demaunde and afke 



at your owne 
plefaunce." 
" Graunt mercy, lady," tlie king hir gan fay, 
" Certes, fine fwete hort, non will this inftaunce 
But your body ; " then fhe, full of noifaunce, 
5536 Hys gift plainly gan refufe And deny, 

Sayng, "mufarde, fole, mo fhall not haue 
furely, 



S' 



Om other yifte demaunde, afke, or craue ; * 
For ye my body certes haue ne may ; 



* In the margin — to say and vtie-say is the propertU of a woman. 
' In the margin— fMarA; what is bc-ttcene truths and vn-truthe. 



MELIOR 8 WRATHPUL REBUKE OF THE KINO. 
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5540 For gold ne filuer it fhall ye not haue." 
lie faid, ** I will non other gifte thys day 
Then your body, in guerdon to my pay. 
I you here promife if it haue ne fhall, ' 

5544 Other gift 1 will non demaunde at alL** 



But he reltermtes 
his reqneti, and 
will have no- 
thing else. 



rp 



IHys fair lady was full wroth and malice, 
Hym ther anfwered wttAout tariing, 
" Certes, if ye more demaunde in fuch wife 
5548 My body to ha^e, your gift fhall be lefing. 
And fuch mifchefe therof you be comyng 
"Wherof ye ne fhall neuer come to ende ; 
So huge heuineffe to you fhall difcende. 

5552 Tj^Or that roiall rewme which in hand hold, 
J- And pat ye gouerne now, lo ! prefently, 
Difherite fhall be your hoires manyfold. 
And difcomfite lefte euerlaftingly." 

5556 He ther anfweiyng, " be it witte or foly, 

you will haue to loue, fin yifbe me haue yif on, 
I will noght defire non other guerdofi.'' ' 

" TlOltif h muferde," faid, " of itt f halt thou 
J^ faill, 
6560 Outerly haft loft thy quarell to craue ; 

Other gift here hens fhall by no gouemaill ; 

Then grett mifchaunce to purchace and haue; 

The difceiueth thy cautels in hert graue, 
5564 Which the fo meueth with full grett folay; 

Now leue thi defire, auail the ne may. 

rpHy man to-auaunce, by hys folay rage 

-*- Lefing his lady in loue amerous, 

5568 By his gret folay and cruel outrage, 

For that growen is fo coragious; 

Melufine fat Raymound gan to efpous, 

* In the margin -truihe, thouge yi was vnto hitpayne and 
vnto his vter vndoynge. 



She is very angry, 
and telk him that, 
if he peniflts, he 
wiU find that 
great mischief will 
befUlhim. 



for that he ahaU 
loae his Icingdom. 
and hia hein shall 
he disinherited. 
He again says he 
will have nothing 



[Fol. 108.] 
"Fool,'' says she, 
" thou hast lost 
an : thy trickery 
deceives thee, and 
moves thee to 
foUy. 



Thine ancestor, by 
hia folly, lost his 
spousa His name 
was Raymond, 
and he espoused 
Meiuslne. 
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MBLIOR TELL8 HIM OF PR£SIN£*S ENCHANTMENT. 



King Guy, tnm 
whom thou itrt 



1117 nephew. We 
were three listen, 
and encloeed oar 
fither HelniM 
within a rock. 



became he broke 
hifl oath made to 
onr mother Pre- 
■ine. And when 
we had done thl% 



The ring on finger fettyng of recorde, 
5572 Which f he had fo made nawhere gretter lorde. 

THe kinge Guy, of whom thou difcended ert, 
Was my neuew, vnderijtande thys cas. 
Sufbres thre we be, y ly you noght at hert, 
5576 Which for finne and crime of the kyng helmas, 
Our fader, fat we clofed hy and has 
Within the gret Koche which he hym-fclfe 

made; 
0th to our moder and pat broken had, 

5580 VU Mych tho called was the lady prefine, 
' ' In Gefian* no wife fhold hir behold; 
hir defire to kepe wold by no couyne. 
And ther he hir faw ryght as I haue told ; 

5584 For that of hir and vs loft hath the hold. 
And when enclofed wMin was fully, 
In the Eoche, As well As thought vs only, 



[Fol. 106 6.] 
onr mother was 
angry with ns, 
and made me 
watch this spar- 
row-hawk here, 
without ever de- 
parting hence. 



To Melnsine she 
gave the property 
of becoming a ser- 
pent every Satur- 
day, as a punish- 
ment. 



5588 







ur moder therfor was wroth and malice. 
Ther f he me made, by werkes of fairy. 



This fperhauke to kcpe in this maner wife, 
And wet^out euer to uoide hens truly. 
But the For-takyng left to me only ; 
5592 TTiat was the gifte that f he gaf to me 
In hir malice, wreth, and ill cruel tc.' 

And after f he gaff vnto Melufine, 
My fufter, which was A madyn ful faro, 
5596 A gift to endur, neuer determine, 

Wliilis the worlde lafte neuer make retrair ; 
Tho fetterday vnto A ferpent repair. 
Off trouth it is fo, like As I you fay ; 
5600 liaymound breke his othe and loft hir for ay. 

1 MS. " Sefian." 
2 In the margin— ^Atf losce of a Fat/re lady. 



MELIOR FORETELLS THE KING's MISFORTUNES. 



193 



F 



^Or hir f hold not fe the fetterday nowyfe, 
Folily tho few, loft hir company ; 
Wherfor dif treffed ftrangely, to deuife, 
5604 he And hys line fille ; nener creffed hy ; 
Thys toke thay a fell yut to fight of ey. 
Palef tine my fuftre, yongeft to furmitte, 
At quonig montain in Arragon f hitte 



Her husband was 
never to see her 
that day, but he , 
broke his oath. 
PalmUue, my 
youngest sister, is 
In a mountain in 
Arragon. 



5608 



A s long As thys wordle hath enduraunce, 



Fro thys hy montain neuer put Away. 
Ther f hall warde and kepe the trefour in fub- 

ftaunce 
Oflf kyng helmas, our feder that day. 
5612 Thys our moder ordained wMout delay. 
But thys to conquere may non by engine, 
But difcended be of kyng helmas line. 



There she keeps 
watch over King 
Ileimas' treasure, 
which none but 
one of our lineage 
may win. 



NOw knowith thys then, difcended ye be. 
yff that my wurdes vnderf tande well do, 

Meue ne ftore * fhold no fuch aduerfite 
As of my body hauyng wif you to. 
That which your is noght ye will hold fo, 
5620 By pat you may come full huge ill and pine, 
To you and to all youres of your line ; 



[FoL lor.] 
Ton ought not 
then to wish to 
have me to wife. 
Owing to this, you 
shall suffer great 
misfortune. 



I 



doubte me ryght noght thai f hall gett a falL 
For tho f hall fuccede, after you command, 
5624 holdyng your Rowme by fors of werre, wid fhall 
Enlefing the Kewme and alfo the lande. 
And he which lafte fhall leue it, vnderf tand, 
Of A befte the name fhall he be bering, 
5628 Which off all other is the brutall king. 



and your suc- 
cessors shall lose 
their kingdom. 
The last of them 
shall bear tho 
name of the king 
of beasts. 



R 



yght thys fhall it be, beleue it full well. 
For certes off this I ly you no-thyng; 

i"ftero."(?) 
13 



Thus shall it be. 
But for your folly, 
you might have 
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THE KINO 18 "anointed" BY UNSEEN HANDS. 



hadftblening; 
bat now ihftll 
700 receive a 
cone." 



For, fir, ne had be thi foule corage fell, 
5632 And thy grett folaj with thine outraging, 
your onthriftineflb and curfed leuyng, 
lo ! ye fhold haue had benediccton ; 
And now ye f hall [haue] malediccton. 



Then Melior 
TanishedAway: 
and great mis- 
chance happened 
tothiaklng. 



5636 T)Art to you here, where that ye fhall haue 
•*- Such thing that ye percas fole now fhalL" 
The kyng vnderftode fuch happe myght not fane; 
But f he uoided thcns er that it gan fall, 

5640 And uanifhed Away fro ther iightes alL 
I-now fhall he haue of f hamfull noiiaunce, 
Anon it happned to hym gret mifcaunce. 



[F0L1076.] 

He waa beaten on 
thehaonchea, 
sldea. legs, anna, 
and head, 10 that 
he came to a 
"hard fast," and 
felt the ttrokes on 
his chine. 



THero imeten was hanches and fides yppon, 
^w«« Als vppon legges, annes, and hed& 

To herd faft tho cam in conclufion ; 
his opinion * right noght went in-ded, * 
Well felt the f trokes on the chinefiTe bred. 
5648 All the fkyn tho was torn and to-rent, 
Many ftrokes had ryght full violent 



He cried for 
mercy, and fled, 
being well 
anointed, and 
having no sleere 
or rag whole on 
him. 



** A las ! " he faid, " for goddis loue, mercy ! 
-^^ leue off me now, or truly am dede ! " 
5652 Tlien thay put hym hout, the kyng Away fly. 

Which fo well was Anoynted indede, 

That no fleue no pane had he hole of brede. 

The kyng went hys way, hym-felfo auaunfing, 
5656 In the fair medew his pcple fynding. 



His people anked 
him how he had 
sped, and if he 



Thor hym demaunding hou pat he had do, 
(For off his dedes ne knew thai no-thing) ; 
IIou he had fped. And wore wel wacched to 
5GG0 Wit// out fompnolcnce or any flepyng. 



» MS. •* opunion." 



MISFORTUNES CAME UPON HIM AND ALL HIS RACE. 
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6664 



Befome this gentill Sperhauke being. 

The kyng anfwerd wit^ut mifded fure, 

" For foth," faid he, " to my ille Auenture ! " 

rpO difloge tham made qiiikly and' lightly, 
-■- To fe cam anon, ryding A ftrong pas. 
Into A fair harge the kyng went lightly, 
he and hys peple ; no taiying was. 
6668 To vnarme hym the kyng made in fat place. 
WonderfuU fortune had he in the fe. 
But not-withftandyng ftrongly rowede hee, 

That in f hort bref time at port gan Ariue 
^w , - At hauyn of Crius, into henneny. 

The kyng iiTued fro his nauee bliue. 
long wold it be Al to rehers only, 
But unto decline went he forth dayly. 
6676 Many tymes after curfed the day 
That in Melior had put his loue ay. 

PErceued it was by hys owne defert. 
Saw he and his land fhold be dif horite, 
6680 Exile and deminute by his dedes fmart. 

When fro the worlde cam in-to ending plite, 
A kyng after hym regned in fat lite, 
Which be half * was wurfe in hys gouemaunce, 
6684 And nyne hoires after like wife in fubftaunce. 

rrihay loft ther lande and all ther hauour, 
-*- Inclinyng and comyng vnto mifchaunco. 
On of thes kynges cam to Fraunce fat home, 
6688 So fro henneny chaced in-to Fraunce, 

Full long the kyng ther gaf hym fuftinance ; 
At Parys died As happned the cas. 
At the celeftines entered he was. 



hftd kept good 
watch. He re- 
plied that he had 
foredUL 



Then rode they to 
the aea, and took 
■hip, where the 
king took off hia 
armour. Then 
rowed he strongly. 



[Fol. 108.] 
BO that he soon 
arrived at a haven 
of Armenia. 
From that day his 
fortunes declined. 



He was well aware 
it was all his own 
fkult. After him 
reigned another 
unfortunate king, 
and after him nine 
others. 



They at last lost 
all. One of them 
came to France, 
died at Paris, and 
was buried in the 
Celestin convent 



5692 



0", 



hys dedes non enquere will take, 
hys men clothed white, (As of tliis kyng fre), 

» MS. "behalf." Fr. text, la moitie, 
13 • 



His men wore 
white at the 
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THE ROMANCE OF THE LADY PALESTINE. 



ftinenl: notbUck 
M men do in 
Fnmoe. This Is 
no Ji^M, bat troe. 



Which in frannce were wont ufe clothes blake, 
It is no iape, it is trouth to fee. 
6696 Clothes blake comyn thing vfed [be], 
As well an hundred perfones As on, 
Ther clerly perceuied may it be Anon. 



[FoL loe h,] 
People wondoed, 
not being nted to 
Ic; why they did 
it I Imow not I 
nowoomatoipeak 
ofPftlettine. 



At hys enterment for hym fo was doo, 
V , ^^ Wherof moche peple ther abaf hed were ; 

For that neuer before fain was to do fo ; 
Wherfor it gan do certes wote I nere. 
Off Sperhauke caftell the maner leue I here, 
6704 And begyn to fpeke of this damycell. 
The fair Paleffcine, fomwat of hyr fpelL 



She WM shot np 
in ft plsoe in Am- 
gon. where she 
wards her father's 



NOw will I declare of fair Paleftine, 
The fwette, the cnrteys, gentile mayden fre ; 
6708 In Conqs is fhitte by carfty * engine 
Wtt/iin Arragon, that noble contre, 
Where that hir faders trefour wardeth f he 
At hir moder heft and commaundement. 
6712 ho it may conquere, take, other hent, 



which none shall 
win except he be 
of her lineage. 
The chronicle 
treats this story 
briefly. 



The lande of promiffion f hall conquere. 
But fat trefour conquered f hall not be, 
But of hyr line difcended and boril were. 
5716 A Utell f hall fay of Paleftine » fre, 

Brefly and fhortly pafTe forth here will me ; 
For the Cronike doth treteth * this brefly, 
More ferther wold go, mater finde might I. 



I only pnt down 
what It says, in- 
venting nothing. 
Now I return to 
Palestine, who is 
in the high moun- 



6720 



TTEre fay and declare after fai haue foimdo. 



Of nouel thinges to our difcipline 
No-thing I fynd at no tydy ftounde. 
Eetorn f hall Again to fair Paleftine, 
5724 Which to that place deftened by Prefme ; 
» Sie in MS. « MS. « Poleftine." a 5,-^ in MS. 
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In the hy montain Aboue-faid |)e (ite, 
Where many A cruell ferpent enhabite. 

A Man may not into that montain go, f^oJ- iw 1 

^ ^ ' Mmu men, both 

That men fhall not finde to whome for to •*«"» "d meek. 

went thither, bat 
fpeke. none returned ; 

__ .- ,,, «.,.. aU were foully 

Many A knyght hath pafied it into, destroyed. 

In fomer, winter, both ftoume men & meke. 
But non retoumed, ne myght thens to-breko, 
5732 Iff in that montain longe time fogemed, 
But that he were ded or foule deftroed. 



S' 



None returned. 



10 As in fcripture I may fynden right, t^"* ^^ »^y. 

Ofif worthy knyghtes full many ther were, to win that tre»- 

lore, but could 

5736 Myghty, fbrong, fers, And men beyng light, get nothing. 

Thys feid gret trefour went for to conquere ; 

But no-thyng myght thai no wife acquire there ; 

In An ill hour vnto fat place went, 
5740 For neuer after Again retoum hent. 



r 



N Englande A knight, mighty and pufant, SldllSJhty^"*^ 
Which of knyghtly were moche knew to JSSl ofTJl'ln 

•11 plate and mail; 

auaui, ^ho ^„ brought 

A gentile knyght, was worthy and uaillant, "^ 

5744 Which in knightly werke neuer gan to fiaill, 
Army dedes gan do in plate and maill ; 
A full goodly knyght, manly, debonair. 
With wurthy knyghtes taught was ho full faire 

5748 TN" the hy court of noble king Arthure, in Arthur, court. 

I •' o ' and was of the 

-*- Where knyghtes were taught uertu perfectly. lj°^,^jt**: ^ 
Off Triftram-is line was hys engendruro, ^^ of this trea- 

Which f rtt wliilom had full gret feignory. 
5752 Aboute Arthure was yeres full thirty. 
Off that Am not I untrew ne lelingour ; 
He hurde fpeke and talke of this huge trefouro. 
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DESCRIPTION OP THE SERPENT IN ABRAGON. 



[Fol. 100 h.] 
and said h« would 
win it. and the 
Land of PromlM 
afterwarda. 



T)ronieire ther lie made to that montain go, 
5756 •*- Which by manly ftrenght many thinges 
wold don ; 

This full riche trefonr thought he conquere tho. 

After he went into fat region. 

And into the lande of promiflion ; * 
5760 Thought vnto conquere all the hole contre, 

With ftrenght of fwerde therto apointed he. 



He departed 
thence on a Tuea- 
day. riding mer- 
rily to Arragon. 
He had only one . 
page with him. 



Withfaa the monn- 
tain dwelt a mT' 
pent, a hideotu 
monster, whoae 
paunch waa as big 
as a wine-ttUL 



riThis knight was full good, manly, and hardy ; 
-■- Ther-thens departed on A tewfday, 

5764 Into Arragon riding merily. 

With hym was but a litill page on way, 
No more felawf hip had hym to conuay. 
So he went and rode hys ioume anon 

5768 That he ariued into ArragofL 

THe Monte demaunded, men hym f hewed tho. 
Where within had was A monftre hyduous, 
MoruelouHy fers and orgulous to, 
5772 Aboue all other wormes moft perilous ; 

hys panche As A pipe hug and comerous ; 
Fro A caue noght meucd by no gouemail. 
Off hir unmetc hugenelTe is grot meruaill. 



It had but one 
car, and no noa- 
trikt, and only one 
eye. which was a 
yanl long. Its 
bn^th came out 
at its ears. 



5776 



"Out on ere hatli noght this monftrous geft. 



Ne noftrelles non appering in lied. 
Thys wonderfull and meruelous bcft 
Ne but on ey hath middes the forehed, 
5780 ^Vhich thro fote ny liatli, wat in lenglit & 
bred, 
liir breth by tho ere hath thcr iifew cute, 
Wherof all the wordle ^ fou;nieth all Aboutc. 

'MS. **proniflrion." 

2 MS. " wonlley.'* The translator was thinking of mondi ; but 
read '* mount ; " Fr. text, mont. 



Palestine's treasure, how guarded. 

ALway in llepe this curfed cruell fend. 
^ . ^ * When that he rowted, thing litell or grett 

In this laid caue is feloneflj tende, 
Where the ryght wone * was of Paleftine fett, 
Warding thys trefonr by kyng hebnas get, 
5788 By lugement of hyr moder faid. * 

The dore to the caue myghty ftrong was had. 
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[FoL 110.] 
It always slept ; 
and when It 
snored ererTthing 
near it was dis- 
turbed. Here 
dwelt Palestine. 



W 



ith yren bondes at entre of bis caue, The monster 

*' ' guarded the care's 

Where this riche trefour fhitte & made door, where the 

treasure was shut 
faft was : in. None but one 

of Helmas' line 
could enter. 



5792 Which neuer was unfhitte entre to haue, 

For the warde had this monftre in fat place. 
To entre therby non durft for hir manace. 
But ilTued be of hebnas linage, 

5796 Which afom haue faid in my rude langago. 



mhy 



bys lady prefme ordaned alfo, 
When to hir doughtres thes gyftes gif had, 
Thys caue enmyddes thys faid montain tho, 
5800 Wher moche peple were to perif hing lad. 
Of caues and diches vnder I-now made, 
Full of ferpentes, inly perilous. 
And wtt^ other places full meruelous. 



Here many men 
perished. The 
ditches round 
about were full 
of serpents, very 
dangerous. 



5804 nnhen ho wold it go, of-fors moft paffe by. 
-■- But neuer man fat place ne ftede went 
That fogeme wold ther for thyng any, 
But fat men thaim fa w. anon to retom bent. 

5808 Thys mont had but a fory path to bent, 
ful litell and ftratte was it vnto fe, 
To gon vp an by ther had miles thre ; 



No man went 
there but he soon 
came back again. 
The path up the 
mountain was 
rery narrow and 
three miles long. , 



WHich behouid go withe-out reft any. 
For where man 



5812 ▼ ^ For where man to fitte 

not fe, 
1 MS. "lone ; " but Fr. text, lapropre demeure, 



[Fol. 110 6.3 
A 1 i»i- 1"! Men had to go up 

A place fhold without resting; 



2 "fad" (?) 
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THE ENGLISH KNIGHT ASCENDS THE PEKILOUS PASS. 



for there wm no 
plAce to sit down 
except one sat up- 
on aerpenta. 



Thla knight aun« 
riding thither, at- 
tended only by a 
page. When he 
drew near the 
place, he met a 



who led him to 
within a mile of 
the place, and 
then left him to go 
on alone, showing 
him the path 
whence none re- 
turned. 



Enleffe vppon ferpentes fate truly ! 
And Infinite was of thaim fuche plente. 
For dred of that fende imhabite f o contre ; 
5816 Ofif thys ftrange monftre, declared & faid, 
Thys haue it founde in writing dif plaid. 

NOw f hall come Again to fat wurthy knight, 
Which ther cam ryding A courfire vppon ; 
5820 Alone his uiage, fauyng A page ryght, 

Thys good knight without reproche of perfon ; 
When thys montain approched ny to gon, 
A good man be ^ fimd enmeddis the way, 
5824 Which to this montain hym gan he conuay. 

SO when that he was A mile of certain. 
Then vnto hym faid, " no nerre will I go ; 
Sir, be-hold yande that hiduous montain, 
5828 lefe will I ne wyn ; fre knyght, go ther-to." 
The path hym f hewed wherby moft go tho, 
Fro-whens ' neuer cam Again here no wight 
For foth at no day vnto mannys fight ; 



His guide depart- 
pd, and the icnight 
rode on. At the 
mountain he dis- 
iiiouuted and gave 
Ills page the rein, 
and Itado liim 
wait ; 



5832 A nd yut hath ther be men mo then twenty. 
-^^ hys gidour no wold lenger fogern ^ plain, 
Fro-thens * deperted, retornyng wiglitily. 
Thys knyght fo rode, he cam to that montain. 

5836 Ffro courfer lepte dofl, hys page toko fe rain. 
Firmely coinmaunding hym f hold there abide, 
Noght Fro horf bakke go till lie cam, no tide.* 



[Fol. 111.3 
though he only 
hail to wait in 



But, certes, for noght there Abide f hold he, 
^^^^ Full well myght he lete hys hers to pafture ; 

For neuer his maifter Again fhold fe. 

1 " he '* (?) » MS. " For whcns." 

3 MS. " fogren." * MS. ** For thcns." 

5 At the bottom of this page is the catchword : — 
** But certes for noght there Abide." 



HE KILLS A BEBPEXT AND FIGHTS A BEAR. 201 

This knight departed to this auenture, vain. The knight 

commends hliDBelf 

To god commaunding, blii&ng hys figure ; toGod.andentera 



5844 Entring within this narew path fat ftounde, 
That dais of lif neuer fuch on f [o]und. 



tbepftth. 



R 



yght will anned was thys noble knight, being weu armed. 

A good fwerd of ftile in his hand holdyng ; penrwmS *«^- 

5848 Thys mont toke, narew and ftikell to fight. To'Shim.and 

An horrible ferpent faw he comyng, JJJISsJ^UtfJS. 
Towardes this knight, vppon hym rennyng; 
Trowyng hym deuoup that houred infbaunce, 
5852 With a yanyng throte gain hym gan ' Auaunce, 



T 



Ihat fine good cuftell that in hand gan hold The knight bran- 
Brandes the good knyght, uaillant and and cats ita neck 

^^, in two at a stroke . 

WUrtny. The serpent fcU 

Hym to afl*ail the ferpent full bold, waiio feet long. 

5856 He As man fers Approched hir ryght ny ; 

Wit^. foule ftroke the necke cute ato f wifbly ; 
The ferpent fill don dede for all hyr ftrenght. 
Which worme was ny ryght ten hole feete of 
lenght. 

5860 TXThen the ferpent faw ther ded mortally, ^'*''*Ji'*?* * *** 



w 



mounted, but 



The montain can take :vpwardeftied there, won sees a huge 

*^ ' '^ bear coming apace. 

As man quicke and wicht wttA all the body. which, however, 

^ o " he encounters 

Gayn him comyng faw A-pace A huge here, * y>o\6Xj, 
6864 Hym vnto afTaill cam ^ vrl\h all power ; 
But of hym thought he to faill in no wife, 
W/tA gret raundon cam to hym in his gife. 



po 



hys fhethe thys knight drew hys good cfoi.iii6.i 

J 1 J drawing his sword 

fwerd hard, like a mighty man. 



5868 As A mighty man, wurthy and hardy ; 
Shewing inly well he was no coward. 

» MS. " gain." « MS. " can." Fr. text, vint. 
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THE KNIOHT CUTS THE BEARS SNOUT OFF. 



The bear gripped 
his shield, ftad 
clutched At his 
shoulder, tearing 
his hauberk; 



Vppon the fhild hym grypte tliys bere the 

ferelly, 
On hys f liulder als hapned verily ; 
5872 Hys mailled hauberke broken and to-tore, 
Hys fhild vnto grounde drew hym before. 



bat he smote the 
bear in the groin, 
giving him a 
wound a foot long, 
and cutting off his 
snout, so that he 
ooold not bite. 



rpO hys good fwerd tho had mifler and nedo, 
-■- The beres gret groin tho fniote he vppon ; 

6876 With hys fwerd fo gripte of fine manly-hede, 
Ther all fnowte and groin fmote he of Anon, 
More then A large fote, of recorde fo dofi. 
Tho durft he noght charge As of his bityng, 

6880 By hys eyes twain of was it f hering. 



The bear was veiy 
chapfUlen at this, 
yet raised his paw 
against him again ; 
bat the knight 
leaps lightly aside. 



With aback stroke 
of his sword he 
cuts off the bear's 
paw. But it rear- 
ed up, and clutch- 
ed him with the 
other paw. Both 
fell together. 



rp 



IHys befbly bere was pafTyng old and ftrong, 
Katheles tho was heuily chennat ; 
But not-for-that hanfed hys pawe Alonge, 
5884 Trowyng to hapne hym to rafe pat dat 

But full wyght and light was this knight algat, 

Ther tho made A lepe wyghtly in trauers 

Fro this bere, which was fers, bold, and diners, 

5888 A bakwardo fmoto he with hys fwerde of ftile, 
-^^ paw of the bore of was there keruyng ; 
On hys hynder feot reifed up that while. 
And to this faid knight full ny approching, 

5892 That vriUi that other paw hyin was cracching. 
All hys Armure he to-breke and tore, 
So both on an hepe fill, both knyght and bere. 



[Fol. U2.] 
Then the kniglit 
with his dagger 
cut the bear's 
throat, so that it 
quitted Its hold. 



But tliys bere myght noght in no "wife bite; 
^w,,w Then at his gerdell Anon toke tliis knight 

A dagger fuU good, fourged of profitc, 
Thorugh hys throte yaf A ftroke w/t/i all his 

myght 
So that gretly hurt was this in foule wyght. 



T? 



THE KNIQHT BEES THE SERPENT-MONSTER. 203 

5900 Ther lef te the here his pris, ftoned fore was, Then the knight 

cut off its other 

That other pawe the knyght finote of in fat paw. 
place; 

[lo caf te he vp A full menielous cry. At hut the knight 

Then this manly knyght wMout other lette thebeiiyuptothe 
5904 Thorugh belay hym fmote to croffe of fwerd ny ; .word, on went 
Vnto mortall deth [t]he here to grounde fhette. Jiients. 
Thys good englif h knight his fwerd in f heth 

fette; 
So vp went, doing huge difbruccton, 
5908 Oflf ferpentes made grete occifion, 

And off beftes wilde many on gan He, ^t last he rewhed 

^ ° * the top. and drew 

hou-be-it that he fuflfred full grett pain. >»•« the hron door 

° ^ of the cave, which 

So going up hy till to coppe came he, tJ»e monster 

ffoarded. 

5912 By fors and ftrenght fo paflmg the montain, 

So niyng to the caue wher this monftre was plain, 
Which the yren dore warded of the caue 
Where the trefour was that he trowed haue, 

5916 TTThich was enclofed by werke of fayry, But he entered the 



W- 



In an ill hour cam. which was gret folav. ****"'' '®'" *** *^° 

' o ./ percelred the 

Into diche and caue entred vnhaply : monster with its 

^ '^ ' eje a jard broad. 

And As fone As he refte ther had alway, 
5920 Perceiuyng this monftre where fat fhe lay. 

Which had A large eye, (thre foote was Aboute), 
And when that fhe hym perceued all-oute, 



R 



Ayfed was anon with wonderfull corage, [Foi. 112 &.] 

5924 -^-^ AsA malice befte vrith cruelneffe fett ; tacked w^'^The 
Towarde thys good knight Auaunced hir outrage ; TOme*!\)'l!rwouid 
Thys monftre belay As pipe large and gret. detelJJiS^' uTflco 

Thys knight faw hir come, witMraught wold "*^*"^'"- 
not gette, 
5928 But that alwais again hir go wold 

For what-fomaner vnto hym come fhold. 
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THE 8KRPBNT SWALLOWS THE KNIGHT WHOLE. 



Drawing hitiword 
he smote it, but 
hi* strokes fUled 
tohannlt. Nei- 
ther Iron, steel, 
nor wood could 
wound it It hit 
his sword in lull; 



thongh it WM all 
of steel. Then 
with a yawninf 
throat it swal- 
lowed the knight 
down whole. 



The knight seem- 
ed no more hi its 
month than a 
pasty in an oren. 
Thus died he. and 
it was a great pity. 



[Fol. 113.) 
Thiis was this 
good English 
knight deToored 
by this monster, 
aiui it was a great 
pity. 



TTIs fwerd fro fheth drew, this monftre yafe 

^^ ftroke grete, 

But no-thyng was wurth the ftroke hir gan 
take; 
6932 Wher wit^ the bake or with fwerd egge gette, 

To this monftre might noght do hurt ne wrake 

With yre, ftile, ne tre, hou-fo it gan make. 

Thys monftre wit^ teeth the fwerd ther taking, 
5936 In moitees to Forthwith it broking, 

ANd yut was f he fourged all of ftile ; 
Thys knight noght of hir myght to-tere ne 
rafe. 
The fwerd wel ground, no harder many nule, 
5940 The fharpneffe ne hardneffe no-thing wurght 
was. 
With A yanyng throte thys knight gan manace, 
All at a morfell fwolewed knight furely ; 
(Off thys here now faid in no wife do ly) ; 

6944 fllhys knight fwolewed, in throte noght pering 
-^ More then doth A paftay in ouen truly !* 
WitJi full gret dolour in thys wife deing, 
Gret demage and hurt was it uerily. 

5948 For in hym was had huge hardeffo furely, 
For moche had don of manly dedes fair. 
But nomore fhall do thys knyglit debonair. 

THys englif h good knight was wMout focour, 
^w.x« Which thisfaid trefour trowed to conquere, 

That whilom by days had gret honour ; 
Wit/i thys monftre was this deuoured there ; 
Gret damage it was of thys baculere,^ 
5956 For in hym was had full gret wurthineffe, 

Socour was ther non, but to deth mofte dreffe. 

' In the margin— deathe of a noble knyghte [y]at teas of sir 

iryistrafM 

» MS. "baiulere." See Glossarial Index. 



HIS PAOB KELATES HIS Sil) FATE. 
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N' 



Ocht fo hy As he neuer man vp went, No one eT«r got 

° . , *.,,.«. •ohighnpthe 

The more m hym was of hug wurghtmeue : mounutin m fa« 

, o o / ^^ Hla daring 

5960 Eemembred ought be his knyghtly entent, 

Stilled ne put fhold be in hodelneffe. 

Ko man, As feith this hiftoiy exprelTe, 

Keuer went fo ferre As to memory, 
5964 In that meruelous Boche being fo hy. 



ihoold be remem- 
bered, not loet in 
oblivion. No man 
ever went higher.. 



AS wilfoUy gan do thjrs full good knight. 
Too days hys page ther fogemyng fure 
At the hill f ote ; after retomyng ryght 
5968 Into Englande ftreight ; wher thys auenture 
Declared to many a creature, 
[ Which caufed to write therof thys hiftory, 
To ende that it fhold be now in memory. 



His page waited 
for him two days, 
and then returned 
to England, there 
relating this ad- 
Tentore to manj. 



6972 A nd thys ther he knew by A good deuyfi, 
.^^ Which fomtyme was clerke Merlyn vnto, 
Which ther dwelled, to life gan determyfL 
Vnto thys faid clerke ran all the worle tho, 

5976 For ther neceffite vnto hym gan go, 
Wherof he wold fay trouth and verite, 
For entirely all ryght full well knew he, 



A certain dlTine, 
who had been 
clerk to Merlin, 
dwelt there (in 
Anragon), to whom 
many went to hear 
the story. 



Like As hade be ther in propur perfon, [Foi. us b.i 

www>. And had comyn ftreight Fro the faide mon- ©f toSo^. an? 

. . during twenty 

lain, years gave true 

This deuyn was of good cognicion, JSIuom tS^raa 

And a fcoler was of Tholoufe certain, 
As witnelTeith litterall fcripture plain. 
5984 Verily moche more then yeres twenty 
Neuer ther cam man vnto hym truly. 



B 



ut hym declared the trouth and uerite 
Ofif all maner thing that man demaunde 
wolde. 



The page, there- 
fore, went to him. 
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A ME8SEN0EB COMES TO QUOFFRBT, 



and learnt from 
him aU the trnth 
Jostaalhavenow 
told it 700. 



5988 For that the page with hym thought wolde be, 
Which fubtille and fage was he manyfold ; 
All trouth and verite by hym was vnfold 
Of that I haue told, declared, and fayd ; 

5992 By this notable clerke was it displaide. 



There wai also a 
man of noble Urth 
in Hnngary, who 
rametotlda 
•monntain; but he 
was not there 
long. 



mi 



Iher was on hade in lande of hungeiy. 
Which defcended was of A noble line. 
Thys trefour to conquere thought he manly, 
5996 But by hym may noght be it to termyne. 
To this montain cam this noble knight fine. 
The monte clymbed up ten or twenty pas. 
And ther taried noght no whiles ne fpace. 



being rery soon 
derovred by ler- 
pente; bathe 
went not npeo 
high aa that other. 
Pity the Engllah 
knight waa not of 
the right lineage. 



6000 fllher with ferpentes ho deuoured was, 

-^ Nawher ny went vp As other gan doo. 
Many deuoured hath be in that place, 
Non f hall that trefour conquere hym vnto 

6004 But of the lynage be difcended fro. 

Full heuy it was that tliis goodly knyght 
Off Englande had noght be off that line ryght 



[Fol. 114.] 
IIo was descended 
(h>m Tristram, 
and had assuredly 
won the treasure, 
had he been of the 
right lineage. 



TTE defcended was off full hy parage, 
6008 "*^ OfiF Tristram liys line cam of natiuite, 

As the hiftory reherfith liys linage. 

Forfoth that trefour conquerd then had he. 

So of that linage aboue-faid had be, 
6012 Fidl chiualrous was certos at ]>at day, 

Ferre and ny as any of thaim to fay. 



Then came a mea- 
Bnnf[fiT to Lusi- 
gnan, where Geof- 
frey was OAjoying 
himself with aU 
honesty. 



Tho it cam and fill in that ceafon there. 
That A mefTmger paffed forth tho by, 
6016 Wher Gaffray with gret toth was in his manere 
At ioyous difport ryglit full merily 
At lufignen caftell with ftrangers many ; 
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To which egall fporte non the yere f hold fee, 
6020 In gentile maner with all honefte. 

With hyin ladyes and damycelles fair, With Um were 

Connyng, gracyous, humble, and benigne ; in a fair arbour. 

^ ,., , "I . -I "I . Geofltey tells the 

Gentile, womanly, and in debonair, mewenger he is 

6024 In a fail herber to fport gan in-cline. 

A meffinger cam ; faw well by hys fyne. 
Streith to Gafifray went, hym feir falutinge ; 
** Sir, ye be welcome," Gaffray hym layng. 

6028 riThis meffinger connyng and gentile was, ^nj ,^^ ym the 

A Off hys mouth iffued fugred fwete langage ; ^Zr^Z^iL 
Noueb demaunded Gaffray in fat place. Skr^^toWjou, 

Afom lades and damicelles fage. 

6032 He hym fette and told all the huge outrage 
(like As this boke reherfith here before) 
All the dedes told off thys knyghtes lore ; 

ANd whereto thys fers monfbre doth repayre, [Pol u4 6] 

, Which peple hath diftroide fo many, monster waTwho^ 

Myghty, ftrong, fers, bold, gentile, debonair, sureofHetaiM*^ 

And hou the trefour wardeth myghtyly J^ ^^, 
Off hebnas, which was fo ryche and fo worthy ; 
6040 Keuer perceiued non like off auailL 

Gafiray full moche therof gan meruaill. 







ff thys faid monftre werof he gan fpoke. and says he win 

Thys monftre to deftroy faid he wold go, mooter!" He * * 

6044 With-all the trefour conquere and oute breke. sent to his brother 

Hys men made redy qwikly, no refte made tho, and'^em^hta** 

Forthwith fend he hys brother Thierry vnto "*^"* 
To hym come, and cam ; after hym fayng, 
6048 The centre gouenie to hys retomyng. 



F 



lOr thys Gaflfray was of fers harde corage ; tu. OeoitnT vu 
Neuer hys days wold he noght maiy, of »a««co«r«.. 
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GBOFFRET DIES IN A GOOD OLD AGE. 



and would never 
nuury. Then he 
made over hla 
land to Thierry, 
saying he should 
depart. 



In wife to entre As in mariage ; 
6052 No woman wold betrouth neither affy. 
Vnto hys "brother the lande toke goodly, 
Sayng he mofte go witAoute any ref te, 
Off that riche trefour for to make conquefte. 



But he was 
prevented hy 
sickness and age. 
Alas! had he 
lived, he would 
have liad the trea- 
sure. 



6056 T)iit when that he fhold haue taken hys way, 
-^ Gret fikneffe hym toke and age gan repair ; 
On his bed don layd wit^ full grett feknes 
Thys gentill knyght, fbronge, fers, & debonair, 

6060 Which fo many gud dedys hath dofl. 

Alas ! the trefour of Comquez fhold had, 
So that lif myght haue, (for of all was drad). 



[FoL 115.} 
and the Land of 
Promise, that 
Holy Land. But 
death, who spares 
none, made war 
on Geofflrey: and 



ANd the lande haue hade off promiffion ; 
^^^* Iff god wold haue fend hym good liffe and 

long, 
Conquered fhold that holy regyon. 
But deth fparith noght tho feble ne ftronge, 
With Graffray hath take were other Among, 
6068 And to hym comyng A grett paffe witA-all, 
Ther making hym were * dedly and mortalL 



against death hath 
no man any 
power. Death 
smote Geoffrey 
sorely with his 
cruel dart. 



QO uenquifThed was by dethes gouernall, 
'^ Agayn hir noman hath fors ne pufaunce 

6072 Be he not fo ftronge or of ryche auaill, 
Als well tho feble As ftrong in fubftance ; 
Non hath power gain dethis gouemaunce, 
Be he Baron, Markeis, Erie, Duke, Prince, 
tyng; 

6076 With hys cruell dart Gaffray fore fmiting. 



piercing his heart 



Full ftreight the ftroke went ther vnto hys 
hert, 
Where-of ther was had inly gret dolor ; 
1 MS. " wery ;" Fr. text, fftderre. 



GEOFFREY IS BURIED IN MAILLEZAIS ABBBT. 
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For in peiters fhold haue be well expert, 
6080 I-now good dedys don wold by labor, 
Er that yere paffed any tyme or hour, 
Cliurches make and found, which deuif ed were ; 
Bothe landes, rentes, thought he morteis there, 



Whftt good deeds 
he wo\ild h*Te 
done in Poitiers, 
had he lived! 



6084 rpO found and make noble churches gret. 

-L Alas ! full dolorous to bildyng fhal it bide I 
Neuer fhall thay be fourged, made, and get, 
Where-of is pite in many A fide ; 

6088 Gret heuinefle will it caufe full wide, 
And ne had the will and the plefire be 
Off our hy lorde, fittyng in trenite. 

G Affray lith dofi fike, Hie touches feling, 
v.w„- Wyn ne vitaiU refceiue may for fekneffe ; 

Anon After the prefte were fending, 
Hys confeffour come, hym gan to confeffe, 
And ther befom hym made to fay a meffe. 
6096 After ordained making teftament 
Spiritually, after hys entent. 



But, alas ! these 
things were left 
undone. His 
death will cause 
great heaviness. 



CFol. 116 6.1 
He can take no 
food. His con- 
fessor came and 
said mass. Then 
he made Us will 
touching both 
spiritual and lay 
matters. 



TTThen deuifed hade hys lay thynges alL 
' » Then entered was at Maillers abbay, 
6100 Where a fair repair had he fuU roialL 

For of-new again made, it is no nay, 

ryght As he had diftroed it all-way. 

So by hym was made and furged again 
6104 Off Maillers the church, with frefh werke folain. 



Then was he 
buried at Hail- 
lesais abbey, 
which he had re- 
built after de- 
stroying it. 



rp 



er lighft], ther hys thombe put is and fett ; There Ueth he, 

__ - rt, , i» • 1 .1 i» 1 'iT and the author of 

The frenf h maker feitn it faw he wttA ey. the French bo- 



Hys teftament made, it myght be no bett, 
6108 And what lefte ouer, to pore made pay truly. 
So after paffyng to goddes mercy. 
All were paid in hys owne prefence, 
What-fo hym femed As in confcienoe. 
14 



mance there saw 

his tomb. Thus ! 

he made his will, 



210 



THIERRY 8UC0EEOS GEOFFREY AT PARTHENAY. 



and yielded his 
•oaltoOod. Hal 
he lived longer, he 
would have done 
more. 



6112 



fT\o god yild his foule, hyni do mercy and grace. 



And of hys fynnys A generall perdon, 
For moch goodnelTe gan do in many place 
Ab fone As in hym was put refon. 
6116 Iff lenger leued, more wold he haue doil ; 
He is now dede, what fhall we then fay ? 
That god hym pardon hys myfdedes ay. 



(Fol. 110.1 
Thierrj was Oeo^ 
tnj'M heir, and 
governed both 
PoiUers and Par- 
thenay, being afe 
flnt powerAU, 



but afterwarda he 
alienated much oi 
his propertj. 
Yet the deaoend- 
ants of Thierry 
reign at Farthe- 
naystm. 



as Meloslne fore- 
told; and may 
they long do so ! 
The line endureth 
to this day, and 
contains many 
noble knights, 



of whom we shall 
si)eak a little, and 
then end. Espe- 
cially should be 



THierry was tho A fuU noble knyght ; 
w*->, GaflEray ther hym made hys enheritour 

Off aU the contre which he hild hym dyght 
And that to hym pertained any hour. 
Thierry it hild, A noble gouemour, 
6124 So he regned there, & in pertenay; 
Eegned and gouemed pufantly. 

But after thys by hys mariage, 
geuyng to on here, to Anoder there, 
6128 So Alienyng part of hys heritage. 

yut noght-with-ftandyng god of hys power 
Caufith the line regno yut without danger, 
At noble pertenay ther of fir Thierry 
6132 Off trouth thai regne yut lyght worfhipfully, 

As Melufyne faid, moder of that line, 
That long fchold endure the line of per- 
tenay ; 
God grant long endure, neuer determine ! 
6136 Fro-thens till now durith the line alway 
In chiualrous knighthode vnto tliys day ; 
Noble good knightes, gentile, curies, fre, 
Among all other hauyng habilite, 

6U0 /\ff whom a litill we fhall be declaring, 
^ After thys boke finif h fhall and end. 
Goddes knightes haue be, ther trouth neuer 
fiilfmg 



MEDITATIONS UPON DEATH. 
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For king, Duke, Erie, Markeis, Baron, or frend. 
6144 hit wil Appered by that good knight hend 
That thys boke began, of Partenay lord, 
Grett honour had in life of recorde ; 

HE that this boke made and gret parte gan do, 
w * . w This knight died, in life had gret honour ; 

For noght man may do gain mortal deth, lo ! 
The feble and ftrong takith f he ech hour ; 
Non hir efcapith As by no labour, 
6152 Be it king, or pope, or lordes of landes, 
All moft nedis paffe truly by hyr handes, 



mentioned that 
worthy knight, 
who earned this 
book to be begun. 



iFol. 116 6.] 
When it was 
partly done, this 
knight died; for 
who can escape 
death? 



]/ 



THat is the trewage of bodies humayn. 
Al most by that path of fine fors to paffe ; 
6156 And that way compaflith ech fioueran, 

hou moche fro tham to hyr haue, hy or baffe. 
Ouer-light fhe is euermore, alaffe ! 
Alas ! fhe comyth wonderfull lyghtly, 
6160 Man feith not the hour ne hou he fhall dy. 



w 



^Hen fhe oppreffith any creature, 
More fwetter ' fhe goth then arew any, 
Smitting man without wurdes faing fure. 
6164 When on hir thenke, my hert fogheth heuely, 
And fo here fhold do ech humain body ; 
Euery man fhold doubt hir crueU hand, 
For ouer-gret ftroke yeuith wit^ hir wand ; 



All must pass l^ 

along death's path. 
Alas ! it Cometh 
unexpectedly, 
man sees not 
when nor how. 



Death is swKter 
than an arrow. 
When I think on 
it, my heart sigh-S 
eth. Every man 
shonld fear its 
emelhand. 



6168 T^Trmely and ftedfaftly redoubted fhold be. 



F 



Whoever -thinks 

Ho well on hyr thenke, aU difport will leue, leave aii pastime, 

rni 1 • /« 1. 1* 1 i> x <^<i mose on his 

rhenkmg, muring hys foules fauete, gonis safety. 

Whoever thinks 
on it well, will 
depart firom sin. 



As will man as woman, to fay in breue ; 

6172 Ho wol on it thenke, fro ill will remeue. 

In fuch wife gan do, I trow it, aU-way 

Thys fore-faid lorde of roiall partenay. 

»"fwyftcr."(?) 
14* 
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THE DATK OF A CERTAIN LOBD's DEATH. 



CFol. 117.] 
OneWilUuBWM 
tben ArehhUiop. 
and be wan knew 
bow good a Dum 
tbtolordoTPar- 
tbenajTwaa. 



ON William was the archebifThope tho, 
W..W Where of the name tho of BifThope was 

wuithy ; 
At end knew full well wat thys lorde had do. 
He feing this lord good man was and holy. 
And well gouemed the lande here worly 
6180 Till to finall ende he gan forth itrike ; 

Which end was full good and ryght autentik& 



Hadledontbe 
Taeaday btfore 
PeDteooat.Mayl7, 
A.O. lUn, and waa 
btuied at Partba- 
nay. 

[Thladate la 
wrong: Usboold 
be 1401.] 



He Ilea in tbe 
ehnrehortbe 
UolyCrav. He 
was rery loleninly 
and honoorably 
Interred, be ye 
sure. 



THe tewifday pafled Afome penticcft, 
The yere A thoufand four huTidred & feuyn 
wend; 
6184 Thys full goodly knyght yild tho vp his gofte, 
No lenger ne might hym fro deth deffend ; 
To god behooid his foule yilde and rend 
On the xvii day of the moneth of may, 
6188 And in erth lith at noble partenay. 



r 



[N church of faint crofle lith this courteis 
knight ; 

Eyght full wurthyly made hys fepulture, 
And full nobly dofi As it ought of ryght ; 
6192 Sollemply was entered, be ye fure. 

And honourabilly all thing fourged pure 

As it belonged lord and gouemour. 

Both on lif And dede fhold haue gret honour. 



The day of his 
death was the very 
day on which the 
head of the blessed 
Saint Louis, king 
of France, was 
translated to 
Paris. 



[Fol. 117 6.] 
I do not mean that 
my lord died In 



6196 rilHe heuy day of his mortall palling 

-■- Was the fame day, (to be faid properly). 
That the facred hed of the gloryous king, 
halowed feint lowes, pr/nce of fraunce moft hy, 

6200 That terreftriall leued bleffidly, 

(Which of men is faid feint in parradis), 
Ther at that day tranflat to Paris. 



6204 



But I fay it noght As it to recorde 
That in that proper day was noght don 



OONGERNINa JOHN, LORD OP PARTHENAT. 
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When to mortall deth went my noble lord ; 
For made and done was the tranilacion 
In the yere of the incamacion 
6208 Off hed and of the glorioua body ; 

And he long lith dede, dais full many ; 



thAtiame yrar; 
for the transUUon 
ofStLoolt'head 
took place long 
before that. 



B' 



^ut that day this feft firft honoured was, 
Euery yere after, fe moneth of may ; 
6212 Sith on of tho dais deth gan he purchas, 
As feruaht f hold few, fo fewed his lord ay. 
Such lord gift myght deferue hym to feme 

alway, 
An-hy in heuyns to his lord afcend. 
6216 This of my good lord here now make an end. 



Bat I mean that 
he died on the 
anniTenary of 
that ereut, fol- 
lowing hie master 
aaaaenrant 
•hould. Thus I 
make an end here 
of my good lord. 



0' 



^ff his noble fone, lohan of pertenay. 
Off whome declare f hall, his deuer gan do. 
By hym the obfequy well don that day, 
6220 Enriched wit^ light pertayning ther-to ; 
All-bo-it had heuineffe alfo, 
Wifdom behouith to lete go and paffe 
Which that men mow noght amend in no <;as. 



His noble aon, 
John of Parthe- 
naj. performed 
the (Uneral ob- 
■equies well, using 
many wax-lights. 



6224 T Hold it no gret wifdome ne fageffe 

-'- To ouermoche fuffre forew and paine ; 
Who Yfiih dolour and wo the hert ouer-preffe, 
Naturall folo is fuch heuineffe fuftain, 

6228 When that he may noght it reftore Againe ; 
Neuer wepe ne cry, neither fuch dole hold, 
Forfoth doth noght weU ne As the fage f hold. 



Bnt it is not wise 
to sorrow oTer- 
mnch. when the 
matter cannot l»e 
mended. Those 
who do so are not 
wise. 



AS to our purpos here will I repair, 
w-^- Touching our nouel new enheritour. 

Off noble pertenay lohafi the lorde hair, 
Off whom fpokyng haue here in langage our. 
A worthy man was and of gret honour, 



[Fol. 118.1 
I return to his 
heir, John, lord of 
Parthenay and 
seigneur of Mate- 
felon, who is no 
cruel man. 



2U 



MERITS AND LINEAOfi OF THE SAID JOHN. 



but Terj eonrte- 
ous. He is •W9etr 
er thMxanymAid: 
this lie inherits 
from liis mother. 



For she wm rwj 
sweet Slid cliarlt- 
able. Slid did 
much good to the 
poor; 



6236 The fouerain lord of Mathefelon, 

Which that is not cniellous ne felofi, 

But curtois, debonair, and vertuous ; 
Hy t appered well by hys workes eche braide. 
6240 For he was gentile, fuete, and gracious, 

Kon ille wold he do, but fain wold aU aid ; 
He is more fuetter then is any maida 
Off that he drawith after that laydy 
6244 Ffro whom he is difcended uerily. 

A more fuetter, humble, and amyable, 
Gentile, debonair, fage, wife, and connyng, 
Curtois, piteuous, and charitable, 
6248 Sche vnto the pore ful gret good doing ; 
So gentile, fuete, fre in hert was being ; 
For fhe was of tho mof te bleffed uerily. 
Thai ben piteuous Among peple furely 



and especially to 
those in great 
need. Many she 
raised to riches, of 
her great liberal- 
ity. 



6252 



[Fol 118 6.1 
Hence my lord 
had a fair begin- 
uing. and. more^ 
over, he is of royal 
lineage. 



As of tho which had grett neceilite, 
Bot 



Both mifber and ned vnto fom goodneffe. 
Full many therof raifod vp hath fhe, 
Fro pouerte enhaufed to rycheffe, 
6256 The which proceded of full hug nobleffe. 
Off ryght gret franchife and hert piteuous 
To focour nedy and tho famylous, 

What-fomeuer doo, befemith hir goodly. 
v,«wv. Mi lord therof hath fair begynnyng ; 

Alfo belongith it, lo ! properly 
To tho of roiall linage being, 
And therof is he, I doubte me no-thing ; 
6264 For of tho moft bliffid iffued and wend 
Noght long Ago, and therof gan difcend. 



being consin to 
tho King of 
FrttUiO, tho 



H 



E cofyn vnto tho hy king of fraunce, 
By the which branchc honour is hauyng. 



MELUBINE's descendants in NORWAY. 
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6268 Off kyngis is moft nobleft-€tnd pufaunt, 
Off All the wordle mofte fouerain kyng. 



mightiett king in 
the world. There 
is DO king 80 noble 

All roundo the compas though man be fekyng, mnce. 



In all the wordle fo noble king is noght 
6272 As the kyng of Fraunce, certes, to be thought. 



w 



[is cofyn is, in hys moder parte, truly ; 
And in faider parte ny kin, to deuyne. 
To kyng of Cipreffe and off henneny, 
6276 And by the difcent of thys noble line 
That befom haue told of fair Meludne. 
Ny kyn he is to king off norway,* 
For of Melufine difcended all thay. 



Helaooiisintothe 
king on Us mo- 
ther's side; and. 
through his father, 
allied to the King 
of Cyprus, and 
also to the King 
of Norway. 






6280 f\f[ tho knyghtes ben yut^ lo ! in Norway, 
Wurthi and doubty, and ladies many ; 
"Wtt^in this linage comprifed be thay. 
And knowyn ouerall ryght openly 

6284 That thay difcended be of J)at line hy 
Off lufignen, which is notable grett. 
Which fo iffued, into yrlande gett, 



For knights of 
Melusine's line 
sUU lire in Nor- 
way, and it Is well 
known that they 
belong to the 
Lusignan family. 



ANd vnto many Another centre, 
As befome is faid by our gouernailL 
Neuer line of told wit^ thaim egall be, 
Neither to hur * fuch an • hug meruaill, 
Ne hys dais fhall neuer, vrithout faill, 
6292 As ye haue hurde of lufignen children, lo ! 
Deme ye in no wife that lefing fay you to ; 



rFoi. 110.1 

No family was 
ever equal to this; 
nor can any man 
hear such marvels 
elsewhere as are 
told of Melusine's 
sons. 



mr 



Irowe it ne fuppofe dreme to be any ; 
Off ucrray trouth it is a tru dreme ryght. 
6296 And ho faue noght fain this faid hiftory, 
Vnnethes will beleue this to be parfight. 

• In the margin— fwriTfly kyn^e, 

* Read " hire " = hear ; Fr. text, Ne oyt dirt auiel nouveUe, 
3 MS. " and." 



Think not I 
dream : or, at 
least, it is a true 
dream. Whoso 
hath not seen 
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MORE PRAISES OF JOHN OF PARTHENAT. 



this hiniory. wiU 
■caroely beliere 
thefMsi. 



Theidgneorcrf 
Matefelon, who !• 
also lord of Par- 
thenay. thowv 
hlmaelf to be a 
■weet ereatnrv. 



For foth thys hiftory plainly fhewith to fyght 
like As I baue declared you and faid, 
6300 ho-fo luft it rede, may fe itt difplaid. 

Off Mathefelon the lord fouerain, 
To whom our lord gif gret ioy and honour, 
Which of that manfion lord is certain, 
6304 And of partenay, (refon is eche hour), 
Among all other A gentile henheritour ; 
In hys rule f hewing A fuete creature, 
Which that is of full nohle nature, 



v/ 



for he wQI not 
leare unflnlahed 
the book hia good 
father began. I 
belieTe that no 



6308 



[Fol. U9 b.l 
and, Indeed, any 
one who sought 
to barm him 
would be a great 
sinner. He never 
refuses any deserv- 
ing man. 



He should be 
named Alexander. 
I would say much 
more, only men 
would say I 
flatter: because he 
8 still living : 



Sin he will not leue the boke he began, 
Hys god fader, to whom god gif pardon ! 
By hym of it gret laud and preHing wan, 
For at this day, fo me aid god our patron, 
6312 Mefi fhall noght fynd nawher fuchon. 

I beleue that non this good perfon hate, lo ! 
I pray to our lord that he may wel doo, 

FOr he hath made A good begynnyng. 
w « • X, And he fhold be in f ynne and crime by ryght, 

Which that hym wold ille be purchaflyng. 
To cherf h euery man laborith fis kiiyght ; 
Iff he fe that he be good man parfith, 
6320 No-thyng will hym wem pat he luft i^roclame. 
Hym haue I fo hurd renomed of fame, 

That Allexandre full wel name hym may ; 
Off hym mouch more fpeke and fay wold I, 
6324 By my feith, ner I ffuppofed All-way 
That men wold perhaps fay I flatery, 
For that in lif is he perfonally, 
And thenke men fhold not preiffe other in 
prefence ; 
6328 For tham fhold proife * thcr werkys diligence 
» MS. " preife ; " Fr. text, loueni. 



PRAISBS OF HIS GHOIGB OF ▲ WIFB. 
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rphat thai baue done in time pallid euer, 
-L And fpeking, reherfing the dedes and fet 



and we onght 
nther to praise 
the dead; yet men 

Off tho which ben gon that no more may do neuer ; lord in ume to 



6332 Certes men may well of tham fpeke and tret, 
here tell And declare all ther dedes grei 
And when god will, men may of my lorde, 
In time to come, thynges off recorde. 

6336 Vut I hire moche fpeke off hys roiall eftate, 
■■■ Off his nobleffe, gentilleffe, and off hys dede, 
Off his contenaunce and mayntenaunce algat, 
The which I hold of hug noblehed. 

6340 And full noble hold is off manlihed ; 
For difcended is fro fo hy A place. 
Off kynges, Dukes, Markois full of grace. 



6344 



TTThen conquered * haue and enferched well, 



For foth is A man of full hy parage, 
hys engendrure to declare and tell, 
Comyn is he off full noble linage. 
Among other hys wif gracious and fago, 
6348 humble, curteis, gentile, debonair, 

And ne muiith noght but all good and fair. 



I hear many speak 
of his gentleness, 
countenance, and 
demeanour; for 
he Is descended 
from kings, dukes, 
and marquises. 



CFoI. ISO.] 
He Is found, on 
inquiry, to be of * 
high parentage. 
His wife also is 
humble, courte- 
ous, and Intent on 
good; 



E° 



luery man feith, " well (As femeth me) 
To-geders affembled inly well be thai ; 
6352 Entrelouing non better may be. 

In that aftat our lord tham hold alway." 
Thys lady is of perregort, is no nay, 
Doughter to the Erie which fat is dede. 
6356 That manage no mah3rme to his kinred, 

TlOr noble line is off Auncionte, 
-*- Off long time paffed ferre fro memory. 
For in charlemain time anteceffour had f he ; 
6360 When charlemain had conquered truly 
• Rather read, "enquered ; " Fr. text, quit. 



so that they are 
well met. 
This lady is of 
Perigord. daugh- 
ter to the late 
earl. His marri- 
age is no disgrace 
to his kindred; 



for she too is of a 
noble line. For 
when Charle- 
magne had con- 
quered all Ouienne 
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PRAYBR8 FOR A CONTINUANCE OF MELU8INE8 LINE. 



and the ooimtiT 
rotmdltt 



The hole erldome and centre by werre myghty, 
And aU Gian, the contre enuiron. 
That noble erldome old and auncton, 



he gare it to one 
of his nigh kins- 
men, one of his 
oousins-genuftn. 
who resided there 
till he died. 



6364 rpO on of hys kynnefmen gafif itt ; 

-L In hys roiall gifbe he A fair gift had. 

His ny kynnefman was, myght not fro flit ; 

Hys cofyn germayn, it beleue I fad. 
6368 Full well pat Erledome gouemed and lad. 

As men me faid, neuer after thens went ' 

To no place here ne there thys Erie reuerent. 



[Fol. ISO ft.l 
HU inheritaaco 
went to Ids heln 
male. There is a 
pUoe called Peri- 
gord (Ferignenx), 
whence this ladj 



A- 



8 by wifing ne by manage ; 

6372 -^ That Enheritaunce to hoires male went. 
A ftrong ftrenght ther had, called piergort uillage, 
Wher-hens is comyn this fame day pe difcent, 
Among peple gracious and fagely hent, 

6376 Thys lady full fwete and ryght debonair, 
To all other lades exemplair. 



She lacks nothing 
that U ladj-like. 
but is gentle aud 
sage. A very fair 
marriage was 
made between 
them.l 



TITell ffcufTed with all maner of goodnefle. 
' * She noght fauteth fat haue f hold A lady ; 
6380 What belongith to ladies hynelTe 

In thys hy lady comprifed exprefly ; 

A connyng woman, well taught & wurthy ; 

She is fo fwete, gentile, curteis, & fage ; 
6384 Atwexft thaim was had An in fair manage. 



I pray they may 
have good issue; 
some heir to midn- 
tain the noble 
line of Meluaine. 



TTEre befech our lorde fuch line and iffew 
JJ- Tham fend, fat may wMout end endure, 
Thys lord and lady of full hy vertu : 
6388 Off the line of Fraimce is ther engendrure, 
Gret heuineffe were iff iffue faill fure ; 
Off tham fom hair to maintain fat noble line, 
Which fat iffuede is off fair Mehifine, 



> MS. "wtnd." 



THE AUTHOR THINKS OP ENDING. 
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6392 r\S thys goodly lious Als of partenay ; ' 

" Off whom no more * lenger will I fpeke, 

Ne off Melufme whens f he cam all- way, 

Ne more of hyr line he will noght out breke, 

6396 Ther-off my fpeche dofi and my wurdes eke, 
Off that I taiie ther-off founden in fcripture. 
And of hyr lenger wold I haue fpoke fure, 



I ipetk no more 
of her nor of Par> 
thenay. for I find 
no more recorded . 
I would have said 
more. 



Tff more of writyng therof founde myght be. 
6400 -^ But more can not find in litterall fcripture 

Off thes creatures wrete of uerite, 

Off whom haue fpoke and told the Auenture ; 

No more then haue put in my tale fure. 
6404 And fin more ther-of I can noght propofe, 

Of-fors mof te I here take reft and repofe. 



F 



[Ow me behouith my f hippe vnto refl, 
Sailles, cordes, And bonet put dofi. 
6408 God be thanked, at port riued in fe befto, 
The fees dangere haue paffed and gone, 
The wawes of fee ouer ron echon 
By my ioumaes fo thorught-out the fee ; 
6412 Therof preife and thanke the hy Trinite, 



B' 



^y whom thys dite fourged haue and made. 
Thanking therof be to our lorde again, 
By whom Eomans and boke is to end lad. 
6416 And yf Any man demaunde hou certain, 
What me f hall call thys Eomans fouerain, 
hit name the Eomans As of partenay, 
And fo fom it call certes at this day ; 



6420 



OEth< 
By; 



the romans of lufignen ; now chefe, 
you electe be which fat take ye will. 
Name ye it fo As it may you plefe. 
Here Anon Couldrette pefe hym f hal & fbill ; 
» MS. " apartenay." « MS. " nomore." 



CFoI. 121.) 
oonld I have found 
more. There Is no 
more than I have 
already told, so 
that I most now 
perforce take rest. 



Now mnst my 
ihlpreet Thank 
God, I hare ar- 
riTed at port, and 
the dangers of the 



I thank God. by 
whom the book 
haa been brought 
to an end. If any 
one wants to know 
the name of thia 
romance. It is 

" Tax ftOMAMS Of 

PAaTxaAT," or, 



" TBI Romans of 
LusioRiif ; " 
choose which yon 
Uke. Here shall 
Couldrette hold 
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THE LITANT FOB THE LINK OP PARTHBNAY. 



hU peiice. MTlmr 
thAt he will here 
nuke hli orison. 



CFol. in b.] 
patUngitlntotha 
formofallteiiy; 
and when this 
litany te done, tha 
book shall end. 
and Oouldrette 
shaU hold his 



OOIorioos 
Trinltj. Three 
Persons In One. 
One Essence, 
SoTsrelgn Ma* 
Jest7. that hast 
madesommer, 
winter, and 
all things. 



Thon knowest all 
oar thouffhte. and 
the consciences 
of men. Man 
oweth Thee due 
obedience, and 
diligence in Thy 
service. 



Here humbly I 
pray thee to have 
mercy and pity 
on this lord and 
lady ; and to suc- 
cour them in ad- 
versity. 



6424 Os of this mater no more fay you till, 
Sauyng for to make here hys orifon 
Now here prefently, As is good refon, 

Puttyng it forth in fourme of letany, 
^ For all the noble line of partenay 

Afome named ; and when f he truly 
Shall be ended that haue compnfed ay, 
After thys prayer to take end al-way^ 
6432 Then all the hole werke is fourged & made, 
And couldrette then in pes fhal be had.^ 

Glorious, celeftious Trinite, 
Sacred deid incomperable, 
6436 Threfold perfones knitte in vnite. 
And on elTence * etern, permanable, 
Souerain magefte mofte honourable, 
Which fomer, wynter made by hys excellence, 
6440 All thatt is and hath be by hys huge prudence, 

Thou knowifb all that hertes thenke or mufe. 
All thynges thou feeft in thy prefence, 
Off herttes knowift that thai daly vfe, 
6444 Off ven*ay trouth knowift ther confcience. 
Man owith to the dew obedience, 
Owith deligent be the to commende. 
To thy feruice take As thaim to diffende. 

6448 T)y good frendlyhed of thy deite, 

-*-^ here in humbly wife pray thy excellence 
Off tham to haue mercy, grace, and pite, 
Without tham f hewing any uiolence. 

6452 here in my dite haue put to thy prefence. 
In aduerfite focur thaim alway. 
That full noble feed of faide pertenay. 

^ The Cambridge copy of the French Romance ends here. 
2 MS. " enlTencc ; '* but see 1. 6485. 



INVOCATION OP MANT 8AINTB. 
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GLoriuB virgin, Mayden, moder off god, 
^ « w w Doughter and Ancelle, which milkefb wttA-all 
The fone of god with thy hreftes brod, 
Wurthily hym bare withront werke camall ; 
Which theophillus conforted principall ; 
6460 Comfort this line pat noble is all-way, 
Befides Eochell As of Partenay. 



S' 



1 Aynt Mychaell, Angell, and the Archangell, 
To thaim be not ftrange, I you here require. 
6464 Cafte thaim oute fro all fendes of hell, 
And tham condute to the heuinly empire. 
Off god conueying maifter be entire, 
lyn, wolle to uefture haue thay wtt^ut faOL 
6468 The befech not ftrange be thaim to confailL 



[Fol. U2 ] 
OIoriooB Virgin, 
mother, daughter, 
and hand-maiden 
of God. that didst 
nourish Thy 
diTlne Son. and 
didst also comfort 
Theophilos; com- 
fort this line of 
Parthenay. 



Saint Michael, 
archangel, i^otect 
them from the 
fiends of hell: and 
let them hare 
linen and woollen 
Testnre. 



S 



Aynt lohan, with finger fhewdest I beleue saint John the 
The deuyne lambe which was fuU precyous. SSf*iM^the "'* 
All glorius patriarkes in breue, S^oiT^w- ^* 

arehs. forget them 
not. 



6472 Tham ne me for-yete noght, ye glorious. 
Iff I thaim f or-gatte I were malerous. 
Now if it you pleafe, me vrith thaim making 
To Accorde vnto the mofte fouerain kyng. 



6476 QAynt Peter, faynt Paule, andfaynt Andrew, 
^ All poftelles of god, for your curtefy. 
In obliuy be noght this iffew 
Fro-whens fuch nobleffe cometh vnto ey, 

6480 Sparcled into landes and places many ; 
That conquered haue many a noble place 
By ther nobleffe and chiualrous purchace. 



s- 



St Peter. St Paul, 
St Andrew, and 
all apostles. Iet~ 
not this noble line 
be foigotten that 
bathsprfadsofar* 



1 Aint Steuin, feint Vincent, feint Lauerence, 
6484 ^ And ye, Saynt Clement, with-aH feint 
Denife, 
Which all frendes bene to goddes by effence, 
your bodies' hauo offered by grett auiffe 



[Fol. 122 6.1 
St Stephen. St 
Vincent, St Law- 
rence, St Clement, 
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DEFEND U8 ALL FROM THE FELL FIENDS, 



6t DionjslQS. and 
all ye holj nur-. 
tjrr». 



To greuos torment witA huge tirandilTe, 
6488 And all martirifed, like or femblable, 

Which in heuyns regne in ioy perdurable, 



grant that we may 
dwell for erer in 
hearen. where 
reign the 
Father, the Son, 
and the Holy 
Ohoet. 



IN the hy paradife celeftiall, 
F 



For your fair dedea and wurdos alfo. 

6492 Make that we be comprifed etemall 
Finabilly without any ende me to,* 
Where regneth the fader and the fone, lo ! 
And the holy gost in heuyns full hy, 

6496 And fhall for euer perdurabilly. 



8t SUreeter. St 
Aognitine. St 
Martin. St Man- 
rice, St SeTerlnua. 
andalleonfeaaon, 
let not thla line be 
foigotten. 



SAynt Silueftre, feint Auguftin, your grace ; 
Saynt Martin, feynt More, faynt Seuerine, 
Saynt Cuthbert, feynt Grermain, feint Nicholas, 
6500 And all confeffours by rew to deuine, 
Befech, in obliuy putt not thys line, 
Off whome treted haue in my tale and lay ; 
But out of bandes, good feintes, alway 



but fniard them 
from the flends 
that come at the 
third hour or at 
mid-day: grant ua 
the solace of the 
celestial sphere. 



6504 



Thaim warde, put, and caft fro the fendes fell. 
Which that comyth at thirde hour or midday, 



(And more oftener then can fay or tell), 
Fro hynelTe to lownelTe us to put alway. 
6508 Make vs to haue pat folas euer and ay 
Off the celeftiall houynly fpere, 
After wrecchyd lif worly beyng here. 



[Fol. 123.1 
St Mary Magdalen. 
I pray to thee. 
8t Agnes, St 
Edith. St Cathar- 
ine. \)o pleased to 
beseech our Lord 
V) save OS. 



SEynt Mary Magdeline, humble and demure, 
x,^*- I you here require with hautain uois fine, 
WiiJi penfiff mufes of hort clene And pure; 
Seint Agnes, feint Edith, feint katerine, 
That it you pleafe to take the paine & pine 
6516 To bofeko our lord, vs conuey and bring 
Aboue unto the ioy euerlafting. 



» MS. " to me to.' 



AND BRING US TO LIFE ETERNAL. 
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All goddes frendes bleffed and Holy, ah t* friends of 

Humbly you befeke with ioynt handes our tins th»twe 

feel not he]l-p*ln, 
twain, hoi dwell with i 

6520 That ye do fo our linnes vndo fully, ^'**°'* *° ^ 

And that acqueint [vs] with our fouerain, 

So pat of holl we haue no point of pain ; 

But to herbourgh vs with his bliffed faintes 
6524 In heuen where And is no complaintes. 



LOrd fwet Ihesw, be to vs debonair j 
Do noght again thaim of whom I haue told 
Thing pat thaim may torfi thaim in contrair ; 
6528 Warde thaim fro bande of our aduerfary bold, 
Which many man hath brought vnto his hold. 
For thi pufaunce and debonair renoil, 
Do make vs come to our fauacton. 



LordJera, grant 
thftt nothing may 
torn to their 
hum. OoAfd 
them from oar 
AdrerBary. and 
■aTemiil. 



6532 O Wete lorde god, fwete fader cheritable, 
. KJ Warde vs fro bandes of the cruell fend ; 
As f hort wurdes, vs hold in our purpofe flable. 
That neuer we torfie bake, ne the offende. 

6536 Amiable and piteable be to us at end. 
That we may haue the perdurabilneiTo 
Off ioy aboue. And uerray reft vs drefle. 



6540 



I 



Sweet Lord Gk>d. 
oar Father, gnard 
OS firom the fiend; 
grant that we 
offend Thee not, 
bat may gain ever* 
lasting bllM. 



SWet lorde Ihem, pat all thyng haft to iuge, 
I the here befech wtt^ hole hert entire, 
Make us the ryght path go to our refuge, 
And the way of fauacion to acquire, 
To wepe and complain our fynne cruell yre ; 
6544 So we may the preife after our laft day 
Perdurabilly in felicite ay. 

yilde now thankes, after this letany, 
To the facred glorious Trinite, 

' These two words, here written in the margin of the MS., mark 
the beginning of the translator's own epilogue. 



CFol. 128 &.] 
Jeau. that thalt 
Judge all, teach as 
the wayofsalTa- 
tion, that we 
may praise Thee 
hereafter fw erer. 



Thetranflacion.l 
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AN APPEAL TO THE READER 8 CLEMENCT. 



I jield tlunki, 
aftor tUs pnjcr. 
to God. the Virgin, 
sainti, nurtjm, 
and confeHcnni. 
that I haT« now 
trandatad this. 



6548 To criftes moder, the Virgin mary, 

Seint Mihell, feint lohafi, apoftellis that be, 
Martires, confeffours, ech in ther d^[r]e, 
Virgins, feintes al, that this haue tranflat 

6552 Fto* frenfh till englifh at this prefent dat. 



I hare dona It 
in order, aedoeely 
ae I coold, almoat 
line bjr line. MTlng 
that I hare often 
had to change the 
order of words, 
ae when men 
write Latin Tenw. 



AS ny as metro can conclude fentence, 
Cereatly by rew in it haue I go. 
Kerehande ftafe by ftaf, by gret diligence, 
6556 Sauyng pat I moft metre apply to ; 

The wourdes meue, and fett here & ther fo, 
like As of latin ho>fo will fourge uers ; 
Wourdes * moft he change fondry & diuerfe. 



Whoerer trana- 
lates in metre,' 
most do this, 
whether in baOad, 
rnwe. rime, or 
metiloal prose. 



6560 TXThilom fat be-fore put. And fette behynd, 
' ^ And oft that at end gretth ' beft before ; 
So oft trauerfing the langage me fhall fynd, 
Be it latyn, frenfh, or our tonge to-bore. 

6564 ho it metre will, fo do mofte euermore, 
Be it in balede, uers, Eime, or profe. 
He moft torn and wend, metrely to clofe. 



CFol. 124.] 
Yet hare I pre- 
senred, I trust, 
the matter un- 
hurt, without ex- 
cess or diminution, 
making it intel- 
ligible in our 
mother tongue. 



And fo haue I done after my fimpleffe, 
Preferuing, I truft, mater and fentenco 

Vnwemmed,* vnhurt, for any exceffe. 
Or by menufing don by violence. 
Warded and kepte haue to iwtelligens, 
6572 That will vndorftande And knowin may * be 
In our moder tongo, fpoken in centre. 



Perchance I 
may hare made 
an orenight, but 



PErhaps by lacheflTe, or by necligence, 
Our-fight myght caufe obliuion, 
6576 Or parauenture do caufe and oflfence. 
Gretly is it noght, hurtyng no refon, 

» MS. " For." • MS. " Worudea." ^ " greeth " (?) 

* MS. " Vnwmned." * MS. "many." 



FAITHFULNESS OF THE TRANSLATION. 
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By no menes of imperfeccion. 
I trufb to conferae mater and fubftance 
6580 Greable vnto the reders plefaimce. 



It is no great one, 
not snch as t6 vio- 
late the sense. 



A Is the frenfb ftaffes illabled be 
More breuelpker and fhoiter alfo 
Then is the englifh lines vnto fee, 
6584 That comperhended * in on may lines to ; 
And in fuch wife fondry times haue do ; 
Or ellys man myght by computacion 
In ther contrepane finde others refon. 



Also the French 
lines hare fewer 
[eight] syllables 
than the English, 
so that two lines 
may be pat into 
one; and I have 
sometimes done 



6588 



Tn frenf h or englifh, whether A maw fhold 



The mater to preue by iufte probacion. 
And fo As it is truly fynde, I wold 
Both bokes difplaide to villon, 
6592 Verefie I wold the declaraciofl, 

That on by other knowen well fhold be, 
Eefembling well All o ffoule dite. 



I wonld that both 
books could be 
seen at once, that 
if any man wants 
to count the lines, 
he might see how 
closely they are 
alike. 



6596 



A 11 fourged and dofi, thys here make an end, 
-^^ Befechyng your hy notable gentillelTe, 



That to my fauor ye now condifcend 
Off your hy wurthy foueraynneffe, 
In whom contained hugely is nobleffe, 
6600 Though that diffautes apperen in ufe, 
yut of your mercy my fimpleffe excufe, 



CFol. m 5.1 
Here I make an 
end ; and beseech 
you. in whom is 
all nobleness, to 
excuse all faults. 



S 



in at your requefb and commaundement since it was at 

This warke on me toke, it to fourge and SSe'Se u»n8ia- 

, ^ tion, and wrote it 

HlftKe j out flpom end to 

6604 And fo haue I dofi, after myne entent, *° ^^' 



With litterall carectes for your fake ; 
Tham conueying in fable lines blake 



> 8ie in MS. 
15 
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CONCLUSION. 



Directly along thys haue I to end, 
6608 After my fimpleffe fo forth paffo and wende. 



Now all ye that 
read this, remem- 
ber my dmide- 
ne«: tiiooghihis 
book U not paint- 
ed (for I aumot 
flouriih), yet ez- 
ciue all faults 
that you may lea. 



NOw ye all that f hall thys behold or rede, 
Eemembreth myn nnconnyng fimpleiTe ; 
Thought rethorioully peinted be not in-dede, 
6612 As other han don by ther difcretneffe. 

Sin florif h can noght, yut, of your gentilleffe, 
Though that diffautes appere huge to ey, 
6615 yut exculith me, befech you hertly. 



^xplirit 



NOTES TO THE PEOLOGfUE. 



Page 1, 1. 1. The lines numbered 1 — 77 are, apparently, the 
original composition of the English translator. The passage is 
incomplete at the commencement. (See Preface.) 

4. Iff aught here might fourge^ If I might here accomplish. 
The omission of the personal pronouns occurs continually through- 
out the poem, and the reader's attention is here drawn to the 
fact, once for all, that he may readily perceive the construction 
of other passages. Thus, in 1. 11, my ant is written for / myght ; 
and so agiun in 1. 21, where aunter wyl me^l will adventure my- 
self. 

6. fauiing -eonnynghede^ lacking skill. 

8. Here we find the omission, not of the pronoun, but of the 
auxiliary verb ; / not aqueynted of birth natwrall ^=-1 am not ac- 
quainted, by natural birth. 

9. MS. " frefhe," an obvious error. 

16. president, precedent ; i. e. the original French Bomance. 

20. The only attempt at ornament in the MS. is that the 
initial letter of each stanza is rather larger than others, and 
painted red. 

21. aunter, shortened from aventure, adventure. The still 
more contracted form anterus (for adventurous) occurs in Lancelot 
oftheLaik^l 2618. 

P. 2, 1. 25. eche houred hrayd, each particular time. See the 
Glossary, under Houred and Brayd. 

81. In consulting the very brief "proem" to the "notable 
book " of Valerius Maximus, the reader will not find what our 
author here says he will ; but some such passage may have been 
added in some copy by a commentator. The only passage in 
that author which at all agrees with the text is the following, 
addressed to Tiberius, which is certainly "notable": — "Te 
igitur huic coDpto, penes quem hominum deorumque consensus 

15 • 



228 NOTES TO THE PROLOGUE. 

maris ac terrsD regimen esse uoluit, certissima salus patris, 
Caesar, inuoco, cuius cselesti prouidentia uirtutes, de quibus dic- 
turus sum, benignissime fouentur, uitia seuerissime uindicantur. 
Nam si prisci oratores ab loue optimo maximo bene orsi sunt, si 
excellentissimi uates a numine aliquo principia traxerunt, mea 

Saruitas eo iustius ad fauorem tuum decucurrerit, quo cetera 
iuinitas opinione coUigitur, tua praesenti fide patemo auitoque 
sideri par uidetur, quorum eximio fulgore multum caBrimoniis 
nostris inclitaa alacritatis accessit. Beliq^uos enim deos accepi- 
mus, Csesares dedimus. Et quoniam initium a cultu deorum 
petere in animo est, de condicione eius summatim disseram."^- 
Valerius Maximus ; ed. Kempfius, p. 1. 

The concluding words are just such as would tempt a com- 
mentator to add to his author. 

36 — 42. What this stanza belongs to is not clear. It cer- 
tainly seems out of place. 

45. fantesied, fancied, imagined- 

46. maligne gostes^ evil spirits. 
60. valoure, eflScacy. 

P. 3, 1. 52. miscreanteSy unbelievers. 

78. Here our author ceases to be original, and becomes a 
V* translator, 11. 78 — 210 being a close rendering of the Prologue to 
^^ the French Eomance. In order to give the reader a clear idea 
of the manner in which the translation is executed, the whole of 
the French " proem " is given below. (See p. 229.) The philo- 
sopher alluded to in 1. 78 is Aristotle, the first sentence 
of his " Metaphysics " being — Ilarrec &ydpiinrot rov ei^ivai opiyov- 
rat <l>v(rei. All men by nature are actuated by the desire of 
knowledge. 

P. 4, 1. 84. The sentence, as here, is often left incomplete at 
the end of a stanza. 

96. loos, praise. The French has los. 

97. perceuale ; see Tyrwhitt, Note to v. 13844 of the Cant. 
Tales. 

98. lo ! The reader will soon be accustomed to the continual 
introduction of this and other expletive words and phrases. 

P. 5, 1. 118. scripture, writing. 

121. peiterSy Poitiers. So too in " Morte Arthur; " ed. G. G. 
Perry ; 1. 40. 

126. wern, refuse to do; Fr. escondiroie (=8hun). 

135. lesigne ; the final n seems to be accidentally omitted. It 
is generally spelt lesignen or lusignen in other places. 

139. " I " seems required before " faid,*' to complete the line. 

141. iornay, toil ; lit. a days work. 

142. faire in the MS. should hefairie ; see 1. 148. 

P. 6, 1. 157. lose tail non hent, I desire to receive no praise. 
See 1. 96. 



NOTES TO THE PROLOGUE, 229 

162. " Since it (i. e. a rimed French copy) hath already been 
constructed and composed." 

164. to fade ^ to set in order, dispose, arrange. 

I74t.preuyd at deuife, executed or fashioned with exactness. 
The Fr. nas approir/UeZy from the Lat. approximatus. 

178. salz and Barry, a periphrasis for Salisbury. See pref. 

P. 7, 1. 181. '' He always spake, in all his words, to the same 
effect as the above-said books relate. (And I say) that book is 
compiled from three others (so say men who speak about it) ; 
and, indeed, as to its origin 1 know of no doubt, as 1 have for- 
merly myself seen the substance of it." Such seems to be the 
general meaning of this vague and ill-constructed sentence, the like 
of which are only too abundant throughout the poem. Compare the 
original French (given at p. 233) which seems more intelligible. 

194. " Here shall ve hear this history's labour ; " hUtorie is 
in the genitive case, the case being merely marked by its position ; 
so also, in 1. 192, we have eastell strength = caBt\e'9 strength; 
ye here corresponds with the French vous orez. 

200. " Clear well or . true pillar ; " Fr. la elere fontaine ou 
puise. Well answers to fontaine, but puise should have been trans- 
lated well or spring. The translator was thinking of apui or pui, 
a support. 

201. We should probably read The maker, of whom all It ff' doth 
enfew ; but, even then, the translation is incorrect. 

204. Bequire, pray. 

The French proem alluded to at p. 228 is here subjoined. 



V 



E phylofophe fut moult faige, [Foi. i.] 

Qui dit en la premiere page 

De fa noble methafifique, 
4 Que humain entondement faplicque 

Naturelement a concepuoir, 

Et a apprendre, et a fcauoir. 

Ceft tref bien dit et faigement ; 
8 Car tout humain entendement 

Defire venir a ce point 

De fauoir ce quil ne fcayt point, 

Ou foit dhonneur ou de Reprouche, 
12 Et mefmement quant II luy touche. 

Les chofes des longtemps palTees 

PlaijTent quant Uz font Eecordees, 

Mais quilz foyont bonnes et belles, 
16 Trop plus (\ue ne font les nouuolles. 

On parle moult du Roy artus, [FoI. 1 6J 

Qui veult efprouuer les vertus 

Des cheualiers nobles et gens ; 
20 Encores en parlent moult de gens. 
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Et fl fait len de Lancelots 

Ou quel II y ot tant de los ; 

De partenay, * et de gauuain, 
24 Qui neurent oncques le cuer vain 

Pour acquerir honneur et pris ; 

Ilz firent comrwe bien aprins. 

Qui vouldroit fauoir et enquerre, 
28 Et par la mer et par la terre, 

lea merueilleufes auentures 

Qui aduiennent aux creatures, 

Sauoir eft excellente chose. 
32 Car tout ainfi comme la Rose 

Sur toutes fleurs eft la plus fine, 

Aufli est franco ^ la plus digne ; 

Qui Riens ne feet (.) II ne vault Rien. 
36 Si affiert a tons bommes de bien • 

DenqueiTe moult fort des hyftoires, 

Qui font de longtaines memoires ; 

Et tant eft plus de hault degre, 
40 Doit II, [de] degre en degre, 

Sauoir dont 11 eft deffendus. 

Soit Roy (.) Baron, Conte, ou Dues, 

Sy que memoire longue en foit. [Foi. jl] 

44 Tout grant feigneur faire le doit. 

Et en fairo efcripre hyftoire, 

Affin quen telle foit memoire. 

Pour tant len dit qtie vng grant feignewr 
48 ])e poitou, (a cui dieu croiffe honneur !) 

Nommo lire de partenay, 

Auquel tout droit lay alfenay. 

Mo commanda, na pas granment, 
62 Et do fon propre alTcntement. * 

Commandement auoit II bien ; 

Si no lescondiroie do Rien ; 

Car chafcun foot et pent veoir, 
5G Quon doit a grant feigneur obeyr ; 

Qui ne lo fait, 11 neft pas faige. 

Sy me dit en fon doulx langaigc. 

Quo lo prenille Icxemplairo 
GO I)u lien liuret quauoit fait faire ; 

Et, do fait, II lo mo bailla, 

pour ou fauoir moult qui en tailla 

Lulignen lo chafteau nobile ; 
64 Aiilli qui fift faire la villo ; 

* parccual (?) 

2 Sic in MS. Mis- written for " fcience." 

* MS. afTententemcnt. 
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Car ceft vng trefmerueiUeux fort 

Lore Kefpondy, " le my accord, 

Monfeigneur, a Yostre plaifir." 
68 " faictes," dit II, « tout a lofir, 

Car toute eft vofbre La loumee. C^®^ * *J 

Le cbafteau eft fait dune fetee, 

Sycomme eft par tout Ketrait, 
72 De laquelle le fuis extraict, 

Et moy, et toute ma lignie 

De partenay ; nen doubtez mye. 

Melluflne fut appellee 
76 La face, que vous ay nommee ; 

Dequoy les armes nous portons, 

Parquoy fouuent nous deportons ; 

Et aMn quil en foit memoire, 
80 Vous mectray * en Kyme hyfloire ; 
' [A line is here lost] 

Car le vueil quelle foit plus 
Kenommee." 

" Las dit, monieigneur ; Te loctroye ; 
84 Toulioura vostre plaifir feroye, 

Se faifoit a ma voulente ; 

Ne la nul lour le ny fauldray. 

le le feray a mon pouoir, 
88 Mais pas nen vueiL le loz auoir, 

Se loz y a ; car autreffoiz 

Elle a efte mife en franchois, 

Et Kymee, ficomme on compte ; 
92 Pourquoy ce me feroit grant honte 

De moy vanter de cefbui fait. 

Mais a mon pouoir le feray 

Tant, fe dieu plaiffc, que le mectray cfoL s.] 

96 Dautre forme, fe lay lofir, 

Qui mieulx vous vendra au plaifir, 

Quant lautre pas bien ne vous haitie ; 

Et que vous plaift que le le mecte 
100 Selon Ics liures quon trouua, 

Dont lifboire on approuua, 

Et affin que on labregon. 

Dedens la tour de manbregeon 
104 Deux beaulx liures furent trouuez, 

En latin, et tons approimtez, 

Quon fift tranflater en francois 

Et puis, apres cinq ou fix mois, 
108 Comme cdle byftoire Amery, 

* mectrez (?) 
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Le Conte de falebry, 

Dun liure quauoit du choftel 

Qui tant par eft et fort et bel ; 
112 Car D parloit en tons fes dis, 

De tons les fais que le vous dis. 

* De trouez fnt voftre liure extraict,' 

Ainsi le dit II et Eetraict, 
116 ' Et fe querez comme le fceu, 

Ceft par ce quantreflfoiz lay veu.' 

Sy mectray toute ma puilTance 

De le mectre en bonne ordonnance, 
120 Au plaifir du doulx Ihe^crifL" [Fousd] 

Monfeigneur refpont,* " ceft bion dift." 

Lors prins congie de monfeigneur, 

A qui dieu doint loye et honneur I 
124 Et men vins tout droit au chafteau 

De luiignen, qui tant eft beau, 

Dont vous orez briefment lyfboire, 

Mais quil pkife au Roy de gloiro 
128 De men donner le fentement, 

Sans lequel on ne fait nyent, 

Soit en francois on en ebreu ; 

Tout fcience vient de dieu ; 
132 Ceft la clere fontaine ou puife, 

Tout faifeur le fait quil aduife. 

Se * luy vient tout le bien quon pence, 

Nul na de dieu fi non fcience. 
136 Se' luy Eequiers de ceur entier 

Qua cest befoing me vueille aidier. 

Et la trefglorieufe mere 

Vueille conduire cefte matiere, 
140 Affin que lo puifTe acheuer 

Cefte euuro que le vueil Reucler, 

Au bon plailir de monfeigneur, 

A cui dieu doint ennuyt bon lour, 
144 Et en fa fin la loye fine ! 

Ainfi nostTQ prologue fine. 

» MS. "Refont,*' with "refpont" written above it. 
2 De (?) 
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P. 8, 1. 4. Here, as in 1. 623, we find in the MS. " hie and 
has." But other passages show that it should be *^ hie and has/' 
i. e. high and low. 

6. astronomie here answers to what we now call astrology^ 
which is also its meaning in Lancelot of the Laik, 1. 432. 

7. cl^riffiey science. Fr. clergie. 

8. right Oanoun^ canon law; as explained by the Fr. droit 
canon. 

10. I-noWf enough. 

14. cowde, knew. 

F. 9, 1. 31. machon. The Fr. has machonnee. 

84. columbere. The Fr. has eoulombiers, a proper name. 

86. According to De la Mure, this "earl of Forest" was 
Guy, first of that name. Count of Lyon and Forez, who, by 
marriage with Sibille de Beaujeu, had several children (see 1. 
87), among whom were three sons ; viz. his successor, Quy II., 
Guillaume, who became a monk, and Baymondin. Baymondin 
is the hero of the present romance, and was named after Bay- 
mond de Yiennois, nis grandfather. De la Mure, p. 489. For 
a long discussion of the names " Forez " and " Beaujeu," see p. 8 
of the same work. The arms of the earls of Forest were gules, a 
dolphin, or ; a drawing of them is given at p. 152 of De la Mure. 

45. '' Who heard this news at that time ; " lit. interval. 

49. That " traying " is an error for " tarying " is proved by 
the French, which has " atargier," one of the forms of " atarder." 

51. sayny seen. 

52. he iend, he sent to. 

P. 10, 1. 77. " For such learning I shall instruct him in and 
teach." 

80. on yourpUiirej at your pleasure. 

P. 11, 1. 98. thaughty taught; Fr. enaeigne. Probably mis- 
written. See 1. 76. 

114. "Baymond after this, against his (own) will, did slay 
him ; cast stone-dead to earth, he must incline to death." The 
French has, 

** Car Baymondin si le tua, / 

Et mort a terre le Bua." 



X 
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P. 12, 1. 137. sewing^ following. 

14:0. "Where there came to him then great mischief and 
terror." 

144. thaim to, them two. 

P. 13, 1. 152. The speaker is the earl. The French has, " Lors 
dit a Eaymon, venez ca." See 1. 158. 

163. an hie, on high. 

P. 14, 1. 178. thought, though. So in 1. 6611. 

189. an hie, on high ; Fr. en hault. See 1. 163. 

192. prqfite. The Fr. has peril; but the English gives the 
better sense. 

197. sothleae, truly. It might seem that the earl is express- 
ing a wish that the " strange adventures" were " untrue ; " but 
other |>assages ^o to prove that the writer actually commits the 
mistake of making eothlese mean trulg. 

203. for ille doing, i. e. in return for ill-doing. 

P. 15, L 207. " I shall declare to thee." 

217. and shall, and shall come to pass. 

219. afoote, on foot. 

220. MS. " a." Perhaps " at " should have been written ; for 
the spelling a may be due to the French, in which a here occurs. 
See 1. 223. 

228. in that other party, on the other side ; or, for his part. 
Fr. dautre part, 

P. 16, 1. 244. '* And when that came to pass, the sword _went 
adown ; " i. e. glanced aside. See 1. 249. 

247. One of the " hgm "s is redundant ; viz. the Jlrst. 

251. The translator has here made several mistakes, and con- 
siderably injured the story. Ho makes the earl die by the boar's 
tusks, and so all Eaymond's subsequent self-reproaches are out 
of place. The French version is that Raymond's sword glances 
off the boar's back and cuts Aymery's body open, so that 11. 255 
— 258 refer to Aymery, not to the boar. After this he " with- 
draws his sword," and again striking at the boar, succeeds in 
killing it at once. The German version is much better. Accord- 
ing to this, Aymery aims at the boar with his spear as it is rush- 
ing at him, and slightly wounds it, but is himself thrown down. 
Raymond, coming to the rescue, seizes the earl's spear, and 
thrusts at the boar ; but the spear, glancing aside, pierces the 
earl's body. Raymond immediately withdraws the spear, and 
with a second thrust kills the boar; and then, turning to the 
earl, finds him already dead. See Tiock, Schriften ; 13 ter band, 
s. 75 ; and the " Volksbuch " version. :; 

Perhaps, however, the English prose romance tells the story 
best of all, viz. as follows. 

" [I]N this part Recounteth thystory that whan Raymondyn 
cam ayenst the said bore for to kepe hym that he should not 
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hurte his lord, the bore anoone hurted * to hym and ranne fast 
toward the Erie, whiche seeyng the wyld bore comme, lefte his 
swerd and toke a short spere and strajght held it dounward be- 
fore hym. And the Erie that knew & wyst moche of the chasse 
broched the bore thrughe the brest, but the Erie felltf doun on 
his knees. And thanne Baymondyn holdyng hys swerde in his 
hand cam^ toward the bore, and wold haue smytte hym betwene 
the foure legges, For he leye vpsodoufl, the bely vpward ; and 
suche a stroke gaaf Baymondyn to the bore that the blade of hys 
swerde brake so that the poynte of it sprang ayenst the Erlis 
stomak & wounded hym sore in so muche that he deyed ther- 
of."— /oZ. 12 b. 

266, As any on this side of Eome. The Er. text has de cy a 
Borne, a proverbial phrase for everywhere. Compare " hethen in- 
to grece;" Allit. Poems; ed. Morris; 1. 231 of "The Pearl." 

P. 17, 1. 274. The Er. text has, Tu nas compere tie eommere, 
which is not very clear. 

279. Apparently this m^ns, " In thee (is) no will (to) strain 
to help greatest or least." The French simply says, "^ 

En toy na Byrne ne Baifon. 

291. rewardydy regarded. 

P. 18, 1. 804. The sense is, " But .cursed be the hour when I 
was bom, or (the fact) that I, living, so long keep (my) wretched 
life." Worly stands for tiwJ/y = worldly j i e. born into the 
world. 

323. Fr. Lafontaine defoiflolye, 

324. The MS. reading eanne is an obvious blunder for came ; 
Fr. text, 

Quon dit qui vient de faerie. 

P. 19, 1. 343. goodloJcest ; lit. goodliest ; see Glossary. 

345. gayn night, towards night; Fr. "au foir." Where =, 
whether. 

354. say, essay. 

368. fanteeie; the Fr. has " fantofme." 

359. where, whether ; as above ; so again in 1. 384. 

P. 20, 1. 386. hys ; read thye, i. e. thus, as in 1. 297. ' 

P. 21, 1. 393. astate, estate. Fr. eftat. 

403. that instance, then ; an expletive expression, metri gratis. 

405. Ameruelled; Fr. efmerueillies. 

407. The MS. has simply You named hut. The translator's 
copy may have been at fault here, and hence even this half lino 
may have been written by guess-work. The French is clear, tho 
passage running thus, 

* Sic in MS. We should have expected to find hasted; but see heurter, to dash, 
in Cotgraye. 
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Et, par ma foy, le ne congnois mje 
Yostre nom, ne Yostre philosomye, 
Ou laparcoy fi grant beaulte. 

The word " philosomye," in which the I is written over a long 
" f " lying beneath it, is obviously intended for phiaonomyey i. e. 
physiognomy, spelt visnomie by Spenser, and fisnomie in the 
rromptorium Parvulorum. I have no doubt that 1. 407 should 
end with this word, but it is difficult to connect it with Tou 
named hut, 

411. reeouer; Fr. recouurer. 

P. 22, 1. 425. reioyng, rejoying, i. e. rejoicing. There are other 
instances of similar strange spelling in tne poem, and it must not 
be altered to reunyn^, 

427. How 8he might know his name. 

442. tarie is an error, the Fr. not having iarie, but taire. So 
too, in the next line, me is an error for ne ; the sense being, " I 
may no-wise keep silence, so as not to ask you the truth." 

Mais le ne me pourroye taire, 
Que ne vous demandafle voir. 

449. you eouncely I counsel you. 

P. 23, 1. 452. ofwordly ( = worldly) goods; Fr. des biens. 

453. light, lieth. 

459. And do not fear that I am not on God's part, (and that) 
I believe not in His miracles. 

472. / firmly believe. 

479. unto devise, a mere expletive phrase. It is not in the 
French, yet is imitated from the Fr. a devise = so to speak. 

482. withsaing ; cf. gaynsayng in 1. 485. 

P. 24, 1. 487. That the MS. betaking is an error for he talcing 
is shown by the French, 

Que me prendrez a mariaige. 

488. leuing, life. Fr. vie, 

P. 25,. 1. 520. werne, refuse. 

522. aplas, in place. 
^ 523. The MS. has is a blunder for has; cf. 1. 540, " hie and 
lowe ; " and 1. 2735. 

528. that houred tyde, that time ; a mere expletive, like that 
stounde in 1. 532. 

P. 26, 1. 548. resceyued, received. Wherever this word occurs, 
it is written so as to look like " refteyned," owing to the practice 
of the scribe in making "fc" resemble "ft," and "u" resemble 
" n." But the French decides the word in all cases, as it em- 
ploys the verb receuoir. 
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552. the Erie last' past; i.e. the late earl; Fr. detrain tres- 
passez (sc. de la me) = lately deceased. 

557. Make deeds thereof, (and let) the cause be thereon, 
(that men) may see the reason of the lord's gift. 

Eaictes que vous en ayez lectre, 
Et J faictes la cause mectre 
Du don, et par quelle achoison 
On le vous liure, et quel Eaison. 
Et mectez le lour quon vous liure 
Le don, et quon le vous deliure. 

There should have been a comma after the word mak. 

574. And afterward betake you to your return ; a periphrasis 
for, afterwards return again ; cf. 1. 563. The French has, 

Et puis vous mectez en Bepaire. 

P. 27,1."579. MS. "finde" is an obvious error for "finde." 
Fr. trouerez, 

584. do it to remayn ; here remayn is an Anglicized form of 
the Fr. ramener^ and the phrase means, extend it, drag it along 
towards the valley, along the stream which ^issues from the 
fountain. See 1. 725, note. 

Et se le courgeon'plus long porte 
Que le Eont que fait trouerez. 
Centre le val le Bamenez. 

604. coursere, Fr. Boncin. 

P. 28, 1. 611. .This apparently means, The soul (of the dead) 
accused not the author of its death. But it is a curious blunder 
arising from mistaking the sense of Ame. 

Ame du fort ne laccufa, 

i. e. No soul accused him of the event, i. e. of the deed. 

616. The Fr. text has bacheler. 

618. hym^ like his in the next line, refers to the late earl. 

625. he, sc. the late earl ; see next line. 
1^ In the MS. myght is mis-written, being copied from the line 
above. It should be nyght ; as the Fr. has la nuyt. 

P. 29, 1. 665. has, downwards. 

P. 30,' 1. 671. lady lore, lady's teaching ; so again in 1. 705. 

691. lete make, cause to be made ; a common expression. 

P. 31, 1. 694. Fr. seel, which justifies the correction. 

696. Compare the expression in the Bible, "^hath set-to his 
seal," Qk. iff^payitriv, S. John iii. 33. 

720. The MS. has either pam, or pain with the > undotted ; at 1. 
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724: the word is pane. In both cases a better reading would be 
palCf for the Fr. nas in both places ^tf/, which = Lat.|?aZu«, a pale, 
a stake. Tieck also has *' einen FfahV* 

P. 82, 1. 7^5. The English version has missed the sense. 

Puis lont emporte centre val, 
Car n tenoit trop au pal ; 
Tout du long vng Rousseau fourdit, 
Dont chafcun ferment felbahit. 

Then they bare it towards the valley, for it kept too close to 
the stake. All along beside it a rill welled up, whereat every 
one was much astounded. 

728. stonedy astonied. 

P. 83, 1. 755. The insertion of I seems necessary to the 
metre and sense. Pr. " Car vrayement le le vouldroie." 

759. Baymond answered to the count ; thus the Fr. text, and 
this explains 11. 761, 762 ; but in 1. 760 the translator has forgot- 
ten who is speaking. 

762. if your lord wyll, if the Lord will ; Fr. se dieu plaist. 

765. thrust, (sic) thirst. 

768. wel thaught, well taught. Fr. senez, which means sage, 
prudent. 

778. The Fr. is less obscure. 

n ne fift pen 
Quil nait demande au corps gent 
De la dame, dont tant de gent 
Commo il veoit, pouoient venir ; 
" la ne vous en fault efbahir," 
Dift la dame, " tous font a vous." 
A done leur commanda a tous 
Que comme feigneur le Eecoiuent, 
Et si font Ilz ainfi quilz doiuent. 

784. Here again, as in 1. 648, " refceiue " is written so as to 
resemble "refteine."' 

P. 34, 1. 788. demurly in audience, in a low tone. Fr. dit tout 
bas, bien coyement. 

701. resoned, copied from the Fr. 

A done la dame la Baifonne. 

796. Fr. text, 

Eaymon dit, " le fuis preft fans faille." 
La dame dit, ** II fault quil aille, 
Raymondin mon frere, autrement ; 
Nous le ferons honneftement. 
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P. 35, 1. 829. ryght doubted and shereful, much dreaded and 
dear ; Fr. Ma chiere dame Eedoubtee. 

P. 36, 1. 850. The MS. has here a curious mistake, viz. " fo " 
instead of "of;" Fr. de due. The word "of" has first been in- 
verted so as to become " fo," and then mis-written " fo." Another 
instance of similar inversion occurs at 1. 1007, where heded is 
written for hedde. So again, 1. 946, for for Jro ; 1. 949, presone 
for persone, &c. See Preface. Such errors might easily occur in 
printing, but in a MS. they are very remarkable. 

P. 37, 1. 879. ryn. Fr. Rain^Bord d'un bois, extremity 
(Roquefort). 

881. And in their kitchens saw they great smoke too. 

896. Fr. text, 

Le Conte leur salut Eendit 

A chflwcun, pas ny actendit, 

felon qua luy appartenoit 

Et du lieu de quoy II venoit, 

Aux grans plus, & aux petis moindre, 

Bien feet a chafcun falut Eendre. 

Thus 1. 898 means, according as appertained to the man sa- 
luted, on account of the place whence ne came. 

P. 38, 1. 929. What would ye that I should say? Fr. Que 
voulez vous que le vous compte ? 

P. 39, 1. ^3. messey mass. 

946. for; we should certainly read^. See notes to 11. 266 
and 850. 

949. persone, Fr. personne ; the MS. error is due to the word 
present following. 

955. On the other side of her, a prince of the country, &c. 
Fr. Et vng prince de la contree. 

965. brouth, an error for brought; Fr. Les mes portent les 
efcuiers. 

968. The French text somewhat varies here from the trans- 
lation. It ruuQ thus, 

Vings damyon & vings de Rocelle, 
Qui font efchaMffer* la ceruelle ; 
Vins de tornais, et vins de bea[u]ne 
Qui nauoit pas la couleur laufne, 
Clare Rommain et ypocras 
Y Courut par hault et par has ;' 
Vins de famct lehan dancely. 
On tenoit grant compte de luy ; 
Vins eftables, vins de viart, 

1 read " cfchawffer." 

• The Cambridge copy of the Fr. text has here lost two lines, judging by the 
English Tenion. 
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Vindrent apres le Tin baftart ; 
VinB de fainct pouriain, vin de Bjs 
Eurent de vins claires le piys ;' 
Puifl eurent vin de preuilege, 
[FoL S4 b.i Chaicun iien euft en fon iiege, 
Choicnn a tout ce quil demande, 
Tant de rin comme de yiande. 

Thus, for Angoy (Anjou ?) the Fr. has amyon (Amiens). Bewme 
= Beaune, near Dijon ; Tourimz^=To\iT» ; di^on=Di}ou. ; Aucerre 
= Auxerre ; Seint lohan ofAngely = S. Jean d'Angely, in Poitou ; 
estables may mean a village otthat name, lying on the W. side of 
the Chaine du Vivarais. With regard to the Clarre BotmUn, it 
may be noticed that Eoman^e, in Bourgogne, is celebrated for 
its wine. Seint pursain = St Pour9ain-8ur-Allier, in the depart- 
ment Allier. 

We should compare with this the passage from the " Squire 
of low degree," where a list is given of the amusements prepared 
for his daughter by the king of Hungary. See Warton ; Hist, 
of Eng. Poetry, vol. 2. p. 10. 

P. 40, 1. 992, went to glad, went to glade ? i. e. set ? Fr. text, 

Les louxtes lusquau lour durerent, 

which must mean, the justing lasted as long as the day did ; for 
they next " went to even-song." 

P. 41, 1. 1002, of whom, i. e. of which; this is worth notice. 

1005, atreighty was laid straight. 

1006, hedde; the MS. has heded; cf. note on 1. 850. 

1010, body; this is certainly a blunder for hedde, since the 
Fr. text has Le lit ; besides, the custom was to bless the bed. 
See Chaucer ; Merchant's Tale. 

1024, outred, uttered. 

1030, But (you) must hold that oath which (the) first day 
(you) made (to) me. 

P. 42, 1. 1035, Be, read He ; in the next line of lin7ge=o{ 
what lineage. We might read, " And of wat linage," with im- 
provement both of sense and metre. 

1015, pannes, pains. So in Lancelot of the Laik, 1. 1273, 

Now leif we hir In-to hir newest pan, 

1050. Before the next line Fol. 25 b is prefixed, whereas the 
last fol. was numbered Fol. 24. This is because two leaves have 
hero been pasted together, Fol. 24 b and Fol. 25 being thus hid- 
den. By holding the book up to the light many words can be 
seen, which prove clearly that on fol. 24 b and fol. 25 is written 

* The Cambridge copy of the Fr. text has here again lost two lines, judging by 
the English version. 
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by mistake a passage which should have come later in the poem, 
and which is re-wntten in its proper place on fol. 41 h and fol. 
42. There is therefore nothing here lost, and the narrative is 
continuous, as the 'Ft. text also proves. In attempting to se- 
parate these pages, some person has slightly torn the comer of 
fol. 24, so as to destroy the e in plegge and the t in trouth in 1. 
1049, defacing also the last word in 1. 1050 ; be it non maligne is 
therefore suggested, in the sense " be no- wise ill-disposed to me," 
the word maligne having already occurred at 1. 46 of the Pro- 
logue. The Fr. text has. 

Dame, dit II, je vous pleuis, 
Que tant comme le feray vifz, 
Ne faulfTeray le couuenant. 

1059. hold, MS. hold; hold is of course the right reading, as 
the Fr. has tenez ; cf. also 1. 1056. 

P. 43, 1. 1072. And to (the) ladies which that men (had) 
brought, &c. 

1081. forcelet; this should be H^Atforceret, the wrong spell- 
ing being due to confusion mithformelet in the next line ; forceret 
means a casket. Also your in the MS. is a mistake for yuor, 
ivory (Fr. yuoire) ; this is yet another instance of the inversion 
of letters ; see note to 1. 850. 

10S2. formelet ; this again should have been s^elt fermelee. 
The Fr. text haafermailf which is also sometimes written fermeil- 
let or fer millet. It means a chain, agraffe, or carcanet. 

P. 44, 1. 1101. drust, durst. 

1106. sate, he sat ; where he means Raymond — 

Car II ne voult pas couroucier 
BAymon, qui fuft fur vng courfier ; 
Congie prent, <Sbc. 

1113. ^a^ = there were; Fr. y auoit; cf. 1. 1127. 

P. 45, 1. 1122. Fr. on pent bien fcauoir fe le ment. 

1125. quiche Boche, live rock ; Fr. vine Eoche. 

1132. the contray, i. e. the people of the country. 

1139. She named the castle Lusi^nen after the latter part of 
her name ; in 1. 1199, we have mention of the town of Mel, cor- 
responding to the former part of the name ; but see note to 1. 
1146. 

1142. The Fr. text omits all mention of Ciprian, and merely 
Bays, 

Encore le Boy a presen 
Crie en fon cry, luGgnen. 

But the statement is verified by the Fr. of 1. 6351. 

1146,7. The word/atf//A in the MS. should hefautith=lsMkeih 
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Mellufine autant dire vault 
Comwie merueille qui la ne fault. 

This seems to imply that Melusine is equivalent to merveil^ 
leuse; but it is hard to follow this etymology. In 1. 1139 is 
mentioned Lusi^en as being named from the latter part of her 
name, and in 1. 1199 is mentioned the town of Mel, Hence M. 
de la Mure suggests (p. 489) that the derivation should be re- 
versed, and that the name was compounded from the two chief 
places which she possessed, viz. Melle and Lusignan. But he 
adds in a note ; '' Cette ^tymologie du nom de* Melusine n'est 
pas la seule que Ton ait imaginde ; Bullet n'a pas oublio d'inserer 
dans les Memoires sur la langue eelliquey ce mot, qu'il fait venir 
de MS, moitie, et Llisowen, anguille; dautres auteurs veulent 
que Melusine soit une alteration du nom oriental M^l^sinde." 
More probably it is the same name with Millicent. The prose 
romance says, " ye are called Melusyne of Albany e, whiche name 
in grek langage is as moch^ for to say as thing meruayllous or 
comiTtyng fro grete merueylle." (foL 37.) 

P. 46, 1. 1 161. in trauers, across. 

1162. grey ; the Fr. has vert. So also it is said of Lancelot 
in the French prose romance, " ses yeux que ressembloient deux 
belles etmerauldes.'* 

^ 1165. Neuer man sain, never (had) man seen. Fr. " On ne vit." 

1171. brought, borough ; or rather, fort. The mount of Beau 
Kepair here mentioned seems to owe its existence to a mis- 
translation, as the Fr. text says, 

Apres ce temps elle fift faire 

Le bourg ou a moult beau Bepaire, 

1. e. the fort where there is a very good place of retreat = the fort 
which is an excellent stronghold. 

1175. loners, lowpes, louvres and loopholes. A louvre is 
an architectural term for a small tower with open windows or 
slits. It is derived from the French Vouvert ; so hero the Fr. 
text has, 

Murdrieres II a (.) a louuert 
Pour lancier, traire, & deftendre. 

P. 47, 1. 1186. toure trompe, trumpet-tower. 

1188. Ifor, four, one at each corner; rewardc, regard, look. 

Quafre trompeurs farafinois 
La furent mis a celle fois, 
Pour le fort et le bourg garder 
Ei pour tout entour Regarder, &c. 

IIM, Ocde, Fr. Oedes, the name generally spelt Eudes, by 
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iiome confounded with Ungues, De la Mure ; Histoire^ Ac, p. 
S06. 

1200. Vauuant and meruant^ Vauvant and Mervenfr, two towns 
n Poitou, the former of which adjoins Parthenay. Db la Mube ; 
ip. 600, 501. St. Me88ent = ^t, Maixent. 

P. 48, 1. 1220. pdto, Poitou. 

1223. cornicles^ mis- written for cronicles; Fr. t«xt, la eronique. 

1235. (She) made that day in Luxembourg (many) a fstir 
thing; 

En Luxembourg maint beau fait fift. 

P. 49, 1. 1252. mailers, Maillezais in Poitou. The abbey was 
t>umt by Geoffrey in a.d. 1232,* for which offence he had to 

Ky to the church the sum of 1000 ecus ; Db la M urb, p. 493. 
le particidars are given at length in a later part of the romance. 
1253. How Raymond was enraged both against Geoffrey and 
BCelusine, and how he lost Melusine, is all related at length 
hereafter. 

P. 50, 1. 1274. We may here collect the names of the ten sons 
of Baymond and Melusine. They were, according to the romance, 
I. Urien, who had an ugly face and eyes of different colours, in 
honour of whom Lusignan was built. 2. Oede (Eudes), with a 
face like fire. 3. Guy, who had one eye lower than the other. 
1. Anthony, marked with a scar like that made by a lion's claw. 
5. Baynold, with one eye. 6. Gaffrey (Geoffrey), with the great 
tooth. 7. Eromont, with a blemish on his nose. 8. Horrible, 
with three eyes. 9. Eaymond. 10. Thierry. M. de la Mure 
insiders four of these as historical, and arranges them in this 
order. 1. Guy, taken prisoner by Saladin in A. d. 1187 ; king 
of Jerusalem, 1185 — 1192; exchanges the kingdom for that of 
Cyprus in 1192, buying it of the knights templars for 100,000 
(cus d'or (!), they having previously purchased it from Richard 
I. of England, who had conquered it. He died in Cyprus, a. d. 
L196. 2. Geoffrey, inherited Vouvant and^Mervent in Poitou. 
He burnt the abbe^ of Maillezais, A. d. 1232, * and had to pay for 
the rebuilding of it. He was afterwards buried in this new 
abbey. There is a document extant, proving that in 1216 he 
made over a large amount of land to the monastery of Beaulieu 
in Hoannois. [This document is given at length by M. de la 
Mure at p. 501, and is the only authentic document (q&yb the 
Bditor of the book in a foot-note) on which he rests his con- 
jectures concerning Melusine's family.] 3. Odo or Eudes, but 
who ought to have been called Hugues, who iidierited the domain 
3f Lusignan. 4. Amery, or Amaulry, called Urien in the ro- 
mance, who succeeded Guy as king of Cyprus, from A. d. 1196 — 
1210. 

^ De la Mure ; p. 493. Surely this date is wrong, and should be an earlier one. 

16 • 
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1275. Now /return, &c. ; cf. 1. 1177, /shall declare. 

1281. to know where^ to know war; Pr. Aler veult fcauo/r de 
la guerre, 

1291. towel find therpeple, to well find their people; i.e. to 
pay them good hire. Fr. Et pour bien fauldoier leur gent. 

1295. teise, draw, tend. 

P. 51, 1. 1299. Famagouee ; such is the true reading, the town 
being the modern Famagousta. The Fr. text has " famagoffe.'* 
Compare 

" And sail fayr to Famagoste 
for lyes to seke. 
And saill forth to Cipres 
as the buk tellis." 

Miscellaneous Poems, in Lancelot du Lak ; ed. by Mr J. Steven- 
son, 1839 ; p. 151. 

1313. Urien's men were seen taking up their quarters in the 
sultan*s tents, and dislodging the sultan's men. In the prose 
romance the sultan is called Brandymont. 

1315. regid; read rengid, ranged. The Fr. text has Rngies^ a 
mistake for Rengies. 

1319. Armed was with^ was armed hy» 

P. 52, 1. 1335. garison, healing ; none would undertake to 
heal him. 

Le Boy dun dart envelymee, 
Qui bien fut forgie et lyme, 
Fut tellement feru a point 
Quen lui de garifon na point. 

1338. The, MS. Thy ; Fr. text, Les Cypriens. 

1340. thowne, town; so whent for went, 1. 1413; where for 
wei^e = war, 1. 1281 ; then for ten, 1. 3477. 

1345. enforced, augmented ; Fr. text, enforcks, from enforcier, 
to augment. 

P. 53, 1. 1375. myght, MS. ngght. The sense is, so that there 
might never be recovery (for that man). Fr. text, Oncques 
hom/we ne le pouoit guerir. 

1378. perceiued ; this in the MS. looks \ikQ perteined ; but the 
French has, quant Vriens lappercoit. Cf. note to 1. 548. 

1386. dedes Army, deeds of arms ; " Tant fift darmes co Vriens. 

P. 54, 1. 1394. Ther hy, MS. Therhy ; French, Par Guy on et 
par Vriens. 

1396. thought long, thought to abide (?). Cf. A.S. lengian, to 
dwell. French text, Vriens es trefz fe loga. That he did not 
wish to remain there long is shown by 1. 1399. But probably we 
should read " log,'* i. e. logo = lodge ; cf. hug for huge, 

1414. Mbche went Cipryan, many a Cyprian went. 
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P. 65, 1. 1424. Who, O lord God, who (could withstand him) ? 
Not a giant, at any time. 

1442. knoWf known. 

P. 56, 1. 1454. "Whereby (you) shall not lose. 

1462. send, sent. 

1468. Whom, as I best could, (I) have warded and defended. 

P. 57, 1. 1483. The general sense is, She cannot sustain such 
fierce conflicts of arms, nor the sharp showers (of arrows). 

Eemme ne pent les fiers eftours 
Darmes porter, ne les durs tours. 

1500. Atr, here; spelt in next line here. French. text, "or 
orez, Vriens, or me pardonnez." 

R 58, 1. 1517. If (I) saw (there) were any respite of death in 
you. 

1523. reised god, elevated the host. Fr. leuoit dieu. 

1526. vild, he yielded. 

1533. loke, locKed up ; Fr. De dueil fut fon cueur enferray. 

P. 59, 1. 1545. ThOy those who ; Fr. A ceulx, qui fe meflerent 
du fait. 

1546. toyll, well ; spelt voel two lines below. 

1548. A kingee dedt, Fr. au fait du Boy. 

1555. The words scrawled in the margin in a later hand have 
been written near the edge of the page, and the letters in bracketH 
cut away by the binder ; these marginal notes are, of course, of 
little value. 

1566. Chleii, Colchis. 

1572. medee auue, Medea's advice. The words are run toge- 
ther in the MS. 

P. 60, 1. 1578. ille, island ; should rather have been spelt He 
as in 1. 1570. 

1579. Compare 

II en y eft advenu mille, 

Mille voire par mille fois, 

Tant au plain comme aux deftrois. 

1586. The Fr. text has merely "de la contree" where the 
English has "maree," which I guess to mean marshy land, of 
which there are 20,000 acres in the department of Deux Sevres. 
(Enclvcl. Metr. s.v. Sevres.) " The porte yaffe " is not repre- 
sented in the French copy. 

1595. The insertion of ne is essential to the metre and the 
syntax; Fr. Quil nalast. Even thus, the metre still lacks a 
syllable. 

1599. Jull knoWy well known, illustrious. 

1601. The marginal note in the MS. should state that the 
" king of hermyne *° was " vnkuU to vriens wif." M. de la Mure 
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remarks (pp. 509, 524) that Urien, ^vhose real name was Amaulrj, 
was a younger son of Melusine, and obtained the kingdom of 
Cyprus by succeeding his elder brother Guy ; that his first wife's 
name was Give or Eschive d'Isbelin or d'Iblin, daughter of Bau- 
douin, Count of Bama in Palestine ; and that, instead of his 
wife's uncle being king of Armenia, it was his (Urien's) daughter 
who was married to Leo I., first king of Armenia, created king^ 
in A. D. 1197 by Henry VI. (or V.), emperor of the East. By 
herfMffie is meant Armenia, the Fr. text having armenye. 

P. 61, 1. 1614. hermynsy Armenians ; Pr. armyniens. 

1630. MS. occorded, but Pr. Chucxm faccorda. See 1. 1633. 

1633. Quye after send, Guy (was) sent after. Pr. Guy fut 
mande. 

P. 62, 1. 1641. icilfuU, willing. 

1648. It had before been two birothers (that were kings). 

1652. Compare 

£t en leur temps forment aydorent 

A ceulx qui font deulx defcendu, 

(Ainfi comme lay ent^ndu), 

£t ceulx de Rodes, fe faichies, 

Ont guerroye lusques en leurs marchees. 

1663. noyoursy annoyers ; Pr. Et leurs nuyfans fuppediterent. 

P. 63, L 1670. Sept paabulmes, seven psalms ; but the Fr. has 
" les quinze pfalmes." 

1636. Brehain; the prose romance has JBehayne, and there is 
little doubt but that Bohemia is meant, and Tieck accordingly 
writes Bohmen. Sometimes the term is restricted to a city, and 
it then means Prague, as in 1. 1951. 

P. 04, 1. 1700. Fr. text, le Eoy daufay, and Roquefort says 
this means Alsace; Tieck, too, has UUass, 

1701. For hurt, which is in the MS., read hurd, heard. 

Car chascun deulx fauoir vouloit 
Pourquoy le Roy les guerreroit ; 
Et cel'toit pour vne pucello. 

1708. Fr. Fillo du due, mais orpheline. Thus Orphelyne 
means that she was an orphan ; her name was Christian, as told 
in 1. 1827; and the prose romance calls her father Asselyn : 
foL 105. 

1718. A-ferrome, from afar; Fr. de long. 

1721,2. Army peple, men-at-arms; " Cuftile *' is given by 
Burguy as another form of Couftoau or Couteau, a knife. Com- 
pare 

Voicnt grant foifon de gens darmes, 
A grans coufteaulx et grans guifarmes. 
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1723. The MS. reading " ftafte " should perhaps be ** ftafte ; '* 
1. e. they ranged themselves in lines, and put themtelves in battle 
order; Fr. text, Lors fe mifdrent en ordonnimoe. Stafme&nB a 
line in 11. 6555, 6581. 

P. 65, 1. 1735. Again the Lusignans eried out full fast. 
De IB^chief luiignen[«J efcrient. 
The MS. reading eryti^ is an evident blunder for erynyy the 
peculiar spelling of crying which the scribe or translator has 
generally adopted ; thus, in 1. 1761, he writes reioed for reioyed, 
ioyng for iayingy 1, 1898 ; while in 1. 1900 we have the very word 
cryny. In tha text, I have written crying by mistake. 

1740. eeh hy thaimself, each by himself. 

1754. taJcyng, taken ; Fr. print ^ modern Fr. orw. 

P. 66, 1. 1765. (They) presented the king to this fair creature. 

1767. shappCf shaped. 

1787. Afterwards commanding these brethren to come to her. 

P. 67, 1. 1799. yeuyny, given ; cf. takyn^ in 1. 1754. 

1802. wherCj were ; cf. icheni for toenty 1 1413. 

1808. The MS. kew is of course an error for knew; Fr. 
fcauoient. 

1815. fariyers, foragers ; MS. forigers ; but Fr. text, fouriers. 

P. 68, 1. 1818. Compare 

A lentree de Luxenbourg 
Lieu ny auoit ne carrefourg 
Dont len neufb veu venir les gens 
Au fons de ces doulx Instrumens. 

1841. waee, was ; Fr. a&Bjvt. 

P. 69, 1. 1851. at thys ioumay, to-day ; Fr. au lourduy. 

1877. And had, if (I) had. 

P. 70, 1.1886. TFt^A-^^, provided that. 

1892. demaye, damage ; Fr. dommaige. 

1900. cryny, crying ; cf. note to 1. 1735. 

1904. semole toyse is equivalent to the lyke wyse of 1. 1901. 

1905. twrete, surety. 

1907. mow ye, certainly a mistake for myyht I; for the Fr. 
text has, 

£t dit, barons, moult lies teroie, 
where lies = Lat. ketus. 

1909. The first /o = two. 

P. 72, 1. 1951. According to Tieck and the Volksbuch, Bre- 
haigne means Prague in Bohemia, as before noted. 

1964. deiny. The MS. has either deiny or doiny ; that deiny is 
right is proved by the sense, and by the Fr. text, which has 
" mouront." 

1967. He shall have my brother's (king of Brehain*s) daugh- 
ter to wife. Compare 
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La fille mon faire' a moillier 
Aura KegnauU, car emploier 
Ne la pourroit mon frere mieulx. 

P. 73, 1. 1971. After my brother, (he shall be) king of high 
degree. Fr. Eoy fera. 

1973. koir, heir. Fr. hoir. 

1981. Anyiuime, or Auyntime ; the Fr. text has — Dedens 
quiaze lours, within th\s fortnight ; but the etymology is not 
clear ; I suppose it is ad vigesimam, sc. dirm. See Glossaiy. 

F. 74, 1. 2006. Sir Anthony is certainly the speaker, we must 
not read—" Sir Anthony," (he) said, &c. The French has — ^An- 
thonie lui dit, frere, alez. 

2101. done is here the infinitive, generally spelt don. 

2018. ihu said duk, viz. duke Anthony; cf IL 1997, 2003. 
Observe that the English version is quite wrong ; for it states 
that ''this said duke went towards Luxembourg," whereas it 
should state that '' the king went towards Luxembourg to meet 
this said duke ; " the Fr. text might easily be mistaken, as it runsy 

En luxembourg, vers le due, va. 

P. 75, 1. 20l;9. The spelling wordle seems intentional, in order 
to eke out ten syllables for the line. It is not uncommon. 

2056. By comparing the various statements in De la Mure 
(pp. 494, 502, 518), it appears that the old shield of Lusignan 
was barry of ten pieces, ardent and azure ; over all a lion ^iles 
(not crowned) ; and the shield of modem Luxembourg is argent, 
a lion gules, crowned or. If then, as Christian in this line sug- 
gests, the bars of azure in the Lusignan shield be left out of the 
consideration, Anthony would bear the arms of Luxembourg 
very nearly, as then the whole field would be argent. But De la 
Mure points out that such a shield (viz. argent, a lion gules) 
really belonged to Cyprus, and that it should not be thus con- 
founded with the Luxembourg shield, since in this latter the lion 
is crowned. 

P. 76, 1. 2066. Baueres and Almat/n, Fr. bauiere et alemaigne^ 
Bavaria and Germany. 

2073. Traquo, Fr. text, Craquo ; Cracow. The prose romance 
speaks of " Zelodyus, kyng of Craco ; " {foh 129). 

2075. EsclauonSy Slavonians (r). Fr. text, efolauons. In 1. 
2077, we read that he was lord and sire of that land also, viz. of 
JSlavonia as well as Cracow. 

2079. In the MS. " fc " is written so as to resemble " ft ; " 
thus " fcarmifh " resembles " ftamiilTi," and in 1. 2075, just above, 
" Efolauons " reaeinbles " Eftlauons." This practice is common 
enough in old MSS. 

20s:3. FeJriit, the name of the king of Brehain, called in the 

* ObTious error tor frere. 



/ 



NOTBS TO THE POEM. 249 

Ft. text RdoiZj but in the Volksbuch, Friedrich. The prose ro- 
mance has " the kynge Federjrk of behayne ; " fol, 123. 

P. 77, 1. 2094. The Slavonians beat the men of Brehain, and 
chased them io the end, i. e. as far as thej could, viz. back to the 
town again. Fr. lusques au bonrg. 

2096. Compare 

Mais le bon due de luxembourg 
Tantoft oftera le debat ; 
Le Eoj brehaignon fe combat 
Auz faulx farralins de tous lez, 
Qui fes gens ont moult Becuilliez. 

2103, 4. Here and there he cast them down, fighting full 
manfully, cut down one man, and overturned another on to the 
ground. Fr. Lun detrenche, lautrd mort Eue. 

2113. ihe, viz. his soul ; Fr. A dieu soit elle commandee. 

2117. But (as for) the Saracens indeed, thej followed close 
(after them), catching up those who fled. 

P. 78, 1. 2126. noyna = noyifufy annoyance. 

2132. " They greatly dreaded the Saracens at that time, when 
they saw their king dead, who was formerly of great puissance ; 
whereof the Saracens had then great joy, (because) there were 
(many) Christians who had been ended and finished (?) " But 
this last line is so forced and absurd, that it is far better to read 
" Trifting," and to interpret the line to mean — ^** trusting their 
war had been ended and done." In support of this, we may re- 
mark that the scribe has already written Tra^[uo for Oraquo, 1. 
2073. The line is not in the French. 

P. 79, 1. 2164. To preserve the right sense, the translator 
should have said — The Sarifins went out, thaim faft truffing — i. e. 
fast destroying (or driving back) the people of Brehain ; the 
mistake evidently arose from a misconception of the Fr. text, 

Brehaignons vont fort deftruifant, 
where Brehaignons is in the accusative case. 

2159. AU! alas! Cf. 1. 2166 below. 

2161. most, I must. 

2167. In what manner (of) form. 

2171. nere, neither. 

P. 80, 1. 2208. This messenger is a Saracen scout, not the one 
mentioned in 1. 2182. 

2213. For see the many Christian people, fast coming. 

P. 81, 1. 2221. not-For-^at, nevertheless ; Fr. non pourtant. 

2223. The construction is obscure ; Fr text, 

Et anthonie dautre contree 
Yenoit en bataille ordonnee. 

2232. Two of them there hath Eaynold cast down. 
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P. 82, 1. 2246. Hero again, as at 1. 2073, the Fr. has Craquo. 

2251. grace^ grass ; so also wace for waSy 1. 1841. 

2252. deth, dead. 

2253. cried and grad. Compare 

Le Koje de Craquo crie &, hue ; 
which supplies us with the origin of the phrase hue and cry. 

P. 83, 1. 2287. An hye, on high. 

2290. In this line A man has a particular reference to the 
king of Alsace, as the meaning is — Thus should A man avenge 
himself on the Saracens, because the king of Cracow had in very 
truth in like manner caused his brother to be burnt to ashes ; 
this refers to 1. 2139. 

P. 84, 1. 2309. your fadvr Beth, your father's death; the Fp. 
text employs the same idiom — la mort ton pere. 

P. 85, 1. 2342. hold; read hold, which ends 1. 2281 in a similar 
Bentence ; for hold will not rime to behold in 1. 2340. So too in 
1. 4, hoM is written for has, 

2357. or is the right reading ; Pr. Yng Boyaulme mu Toig em- 
pire. 

2359. commanded, commended. 

P. 86, 1. 2380. May is the right reading ; Fr. Qui efglentine 
efponsera. 

2381. For my part, I say to. you. 

P. 87, 1. 2406. Cf. 1. 2342. 

2415. And all that belongeth to her you (shall have) to take 
(for your own). 

2420. For your free kindness and courtesy, he shall defend, &c. 

2422. Eead " werre ; " the meaning is — For he can war well ; 
Fr. Car il feet assez de la guerre, 

P. 88, 1. 2428. The king prepared for his niece all such fine 
array as pertains to a queen. 

2446. wisy read vols; Fr. Et dienb toua a vne voix, 

P. 89, 1. 2464. ortholegne ; the Fr. text has a difl'erent reading, 

Regnault fift grant guerre on frife, 
Oeftellere de la conquift ; 
Danemarche par force acquift ; 

but this is hardly more intelligible. 

2469. Was not on this side of the Romans ; a proverbial ex- 
pression which has occurred before, 1. 266. 

2471. Sfeke me shall; the me is adopted from a phrase in the 
preceding line of the Fr. text — lo me tairay. 

2483. As any man could on this side of the sea ; Fr. de ca la 
mer; cf. 1. 2469. 

P. 90, 1. 2487. Compare 

Cellui deliura les dcf[t]roi8 
Dardayne, ou auoit moult grant bois, 
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Maint bon chaftel forti£5a ; 
Yuay premier ediflSa ; 
Sur meuze vng noble pont fidb 
De mefieres, et puis conquift 
Plufieurs bon lieux par fa prouefle. 

Here Dardayne = D'Ardennes, famous for itti forest, and it is 
easy to see how this was changed into " dardane." In the next 
line, knight is of course wrong ; read hrought^ which is used to 
mean a castle in 11. 1171, 1199. Twon ( = Fr. Yvay) is probably 
Givet, a town on the Mouse, lower down the river than Mexieres, 

2495. toered, made war upon. 

2496. Fahormh; probably JFWJotm^A = Friburg in Switzer- 
land (?). The rv, text has bribaurg. Aritrige is mis- written for 
Autrige = Autriche or Austria ; Fr. text, autriche. 

P. 91, 1. 2519. qfcaragey courageously. 

2523. This line, as it stands, means — In warring, a strong 
warrior, well set. But it is a mistranslation ; and should express 
that he carried on war bravely in Ouerrande ; for the Fr. text has 
— £n guerrande fort guerreoya. Ouerrande is mentioned at 1. 
2950, where the story of Geoffrey's combat with the giant is re- 
sumed; it is situated on the sea-coast near the mouth of the 
Loire. 

2528. Compare 

Jufqua la Sochelle Hz prenoient 
Sauuergarde, tant le craignoient. 
II prenoit a paftiz partout 
Autant au millieu Qomme au boult. 

According to Boauefort, poitia (from Lat. pactio) is a forced 
contribution which men agree to pay an enemy; so that the 
giant, in fact, levied '* black mail " on the inhabitants ; but the 
word pheei(fed {ot pateyfedf) remains obscure. 

2533. This seems to imply that Geoffrey heard that the giant 
called him a man with a great tooth, but the line is merely 
parenthetical in the Fr. text ; 

Quant Gieffray la nouelle entend, 
(Que len appelle au grant dent), <&c. 

F. 92, 1. 2543. Hym-Belfenn the tenths i. e. He went voith nine 
others. It is a French idiom ; Luy dixiefme fen part de la. 

2553. malerSf Maillieres in the Fr. text, Malhers in German. 
It means Maillezais in Poitou ; De la Mu&e ; Jlistoire, p. 493. 
The prose romance has Maillezes,yb/. 142. 

P. 93, 1. 2579. monke; MS. moke (!) 

2583. all my lifeefaie, i. e. all my life ; Fr. Car la vueil le ma 
vie vfer. 
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2585. in jou (is) all the hold ; i. e. all depends upon jou ; 
Pr. en vous tient. 

2586. herd, hard. 

25M. This apparently refers to the tonsure. 

P. 94, L 2608. A mom, on the morrow ; Fr. au matin. 

2622. Merkminigtre ; Fr. maire monftier. 

2623. Braughdieu; Fr. bourg de dieu. 

26a0. Fr. A (ainct martin, la grant egli<a ** France had 
three (tutelar saints), who had each his sacred city ; each, as it 
were, succeeded to, without dispossessing the other. St Martin 
of Tours was the older ; St Eemi, who baptized Clovis into the 
Catholic Church, had an especial claim on all of Frankish descent. 
But, as Paris rose above Tours and Bheims, so rose St Denys, by 
degrees, to be the leading saint of France.** Dean Milman; 
Hist, of Latin Christianity ; vol. 6, p. 244. 2nd ed. At p. 249 of 
the same work we read, '' Tours and Poitiers quarrelled for the 
body of St Martin." 

2632. And thereof (I will) cause deeds to be made. 

P. 95, 1.2633. Compare 

Ou de notre dame de chartres ; 
Voire, fe tu veulx de paris, 
Ne foiez done de Bien marris ; 
Car bien suis acointe du pape, 
II ny aura Biens qui mefchappe ; 
Et puis apres ferez euefque, 
Ne demoura guerres apres que 
Autre bonne euefchie auras, 
Soit paris, beauuoir, ou arras. 

P. 96, L 2650. Fr. text, Et la pour nous dicu pryeras. Tlie 
English is obscure. 

26G8. The word in seems redundant, as far as the sense is 
concerned. 

2672. Compare — Ilz furent ars, vaille q?^ vaille; where art 
means burnt, 

2676. Compare 

Mellufme fut a vouent, 
Et mectoit fas Robes au vent, 
Ou nouuellement fut venue, 
Jamais elle ne fen fut tenue. 

P. 97, 1. 2700. Thre; Fr. Trois, 

P. 98, 1. 2744. Whose coming was the occasion of the feast ; 
but the Fr. only says that the ladies came there on that occasion — 

Et de dames trefgrant foifon 
Y vindrent pour celle achoyfon. 
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P. 99, 1. 2761. You are not bo hardy as to enquire of your 
wife, either seriously or in jest, whither she goes. 

2771. The right sense should be — And some others say that 
she goes on this day to Fairy-land ; compare 

Autres dient que en faerye 
Va cellui lour — faichies de voir, 
Frere, mectes paine a fauoir. 

2784. There he fasie hnahhed ; hnakJced (knocked) is the 
translator's blunder; it should mean, There he fast hastened 
where he had not been (before). The mistake is easily traced ; 
If'r. text, 8e Bapa ou oncques neuft efte. 

P. 100, 1. 2809. Here is an evident allusion to the coat of 
arms of Lusignan. The shield was " burel6 d'argent et d*azur de 
dix nieces ; '' DeU Mure, pp. 494, 602 ; cf. note to 1. 2056. So 
too Melusine's tail was divided into barn or stripes of argent and 
azure, 

2812. to sight gan purehas : i. e. he saw. 

2817. to Unde, to the end that ; Fr. aflSn que. 

2818. cloutf a fragment of cloth; Fr. drapelet; in next line, 
melled is the Fr. mefle (m§l^) smeared, lit. mixed ; and Alway = 
altogether. 

P. 101, 1. 2843. Cursed be the hour that ever (you) came 
hither. 

P. 102, 1. 2857. There is a line omitted before this ; compare 

Et droit euft de ce courouchiers ; 
Deftruit en fut et exillies. 
Car, &c. 

where courouchiers should perhaps be courouehier; so that the 
meaning should be. And (Kaymond) was right to be angry at 
this ; (the earl) was destroyed for it, and (his people) exiled. 

2863. To on his brother, to one, viz. to his brother; Fr. A 
vng, fien frere. 

2868. lament, lamented. 

2872. purer, poorer, more wretched. 

P. 103, 1. 2880. Fr. Perdray ma pensee loyeuse ; thus pensif 
= thoughtful, and is redundant. 

2882. Fr. Miraige letter en yngpuis. 

2889. led, laid down. 

2903. In on estat, in one position. 

P. 104, 1. 2928. merely, merrily. 

P. 105, 1. 2950. Oueruande; read Ouerrande, as in the French. 

2960. sfaf, a mace ; Fr. machue. 

2963. A complete mistranslation; it should be "which had 
cost many ecus; " Fr. Qui coufte auoit mainte efcu. The mistake 
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arose from the double meaning of efcu, viz. 1. a shield*; 2. a piece 
of money. 

2965. Again wrong ; it should mean, May Ood preserve bim ! 
he undertakes a great deed ! Fr. Dieu le faulue, grant fjut em- 
prent. 

2969. stil youy be silent ; Fr. vous taifies. 

P. 106, 1. 2980. So long war hast had, or made. 

2992. fully foul things, evil ; unless it be an error for ill. The 
line means. Who sware by his gods that evil should come to 
him ; the Fr. text however is slightly different — Les dieux lura 
que mal y vint. 

2993. He considered himself sorely disgraced, since a single 
man desired to war against him openly. 

P. 107, 1. 3016. The translator probably meant this line and 
the next to be said by Geoffrey ; but we ought to alter And to 
faid; for the Fr. has, 

Chetif— (fj/ guedon, kc, 

8023. fol^y is no nay, it is folly, there's no denying it ; Fr. 
ceft grant folye. 

8025. she, i. e. his life, which is feminine in French (la vie). 

8029. Fr. text, Mais le geant compte nen tient. 

P. lOS, 1. 3032. seti; the nom. case to the verb is (Geoffrey, 
who set him (a stroke) there in the breast. 

3035. to se = in sight ; an expletive phrase. 

3037. The syntax is hereabouts very wild. The line means. 
Hast thou not given me such an offering ? it shall be restored 
this moment ; i. e. You have bestowed on me a fair blow, and it 
shall be now returned. 

3030. This means — he was wrath that ho had just been so 
cast down to the ground in that isle by a single stroke. 

30:t3. This moans — as Geoffrov kept turning about, never 
still, the giant (took) the steel falcliion in hand, cutting the legs 
off Geoffrey's courser. The omission of the verb took is very- 
awkward. 

3054. This describes the effect of a second blow given by 
Geoffrey ; the first nearly cut off the giant's left arm (his right 
was cut quite off soon afterwards), and the second smote him 
sorely on the haunch. 

3055, 6. The sense is — the giant thought he must make the 
fight a mortal one. 

3058. thereof gaf; imitated from the French ; 

Son flael prent et meet en la place, 
Au gieffroy fur le hcaulmo en donno. 

P. 109, 1. 3061. fleing; Fr. text, voler. 

3065. The MS. actually has hgges ; but the Fr. tells us that 
— Vng do fes marteaulx guedon prent. 
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3067. Compare 



Du coup Buer moult fefuertue (sic) 
De gieffroy actaint la machue ; 
II la luy mt voler des mains. 

8071. To Qaffray noght hady Geoffrey had nothing ; this use of 
had is an imitation of the French idiom y auoit 

3074. geuyng^ given. 

3078. Whether arm, staffe, or axe, (they all) fell down right 
nigh him. It was his right arm, says the prose romance. 

3080. The last word in the line is most obscurely written. 
The Fr. merely says — Quant vie vng de fes bras perd^. Bede 
does not seem right. The word " grad " (see 1. 2253) would fit 
in better. 

3082. of-newy lately; it often means anew, again; but the 
giant had still one arm left to raise his sword with. 

3084. But (Geoffrey) avoided the stroke. 

3089. Compare 

Lui a donne vng tel merel, 
Et vne fi tresgrande offerende, 
Heaulme na qui ne pourfeude. 

P. 110, 1. 3093. htfs horne sarasin, his Saracen horn; this well 
exemplifies the variation between the English text and the Cam- 
bridge French copy ; for the latter is here lorong ; it says. Puis 
prent fon carps farafinois ; but corps must be an error for come, a 
nom. 

3103. geaunif giant's. 

3104. xou moved war (i.e. fought) against this man, and 
thought in your mind to vanquish him, and have now discomfited 
this enemy. 

3111. l8hold = I ought ; i. e. it was my duty to ; Fr. deuoie. 

P. Ill, 1. 3124. Whereby (he) had then manfully ended the 
war. 

3140. wace, was ; as also in 1. 1841. 

3147. Alas! (he) wrought the letters (at an) ill hour. 

P. 112, 1. 8163. Norhelande; Fr. text, Northombellande. 

3172. The word on is necessary ; Fr. II maine a tout le pays 
guerre. 

P. 113, 1. 3194. Fr. text. Pour lamour de chrestiennete. The 
next line is not in the French at all. 

3213, The word goste seems introduced for the sake of the 
rime, to the prejudice of the sense ; the French is, 

Dair fut vermeil comme sangs, 
De fin dueil quil auoit au corps. 

P. 114, 1. 3218. tho ill, those evil men ; thys, thus. 



256 NOTES TO THE POEM. 

3230. messengers, should be messenger; so in 1. 3235, Then 
should be he, &c. ; for there was only one messenger ; of. 1. 3346. 

P. 115, 1. 3256. hallyd; a mistranslation, which looks like 
guesswork ; for the Fr. has palle, i. e. pale. 

3263. fidl, foully, evilly ; mal le pensasies. 

P. 116, 1. 3292. Thaken, for taken; so too in I. 3477, Then for 
Ten. 

P. 117, 1. 3339. semyng in corage, as it seems to my thoughts ; 
Pr. text, " Dieu le pere, ce most daduis." 

P. 118, 1. 3358. condute, conducted ; Fr. conduisoiL 

3365. The Fr. line corresponding to this is, 

En pen deure moult loings alerent. 

"Way's note, in his edition of the Promptorium Parvulorum, 
to the word kennynge is so entirely to the point that 1 give it 
here. " Will. Worcester uses the term kenning to denote a dis- 
tance at sea, pp. 179, 313 ; and it appears from Leland that 20 
miles was accounted as a kenning, probably, as the extreme dis- 
tance within ordinary sight. * Scylley is a kennyng, that is to 
say, about xx. miles from the very Westeste pointe of Come- 
waulle.' Itin. iii. f. 6. See also f. 13.'* Many readers will 
probably recall the lines in Xeats*s Sonnet " On first looking into 
Chapman's Homer," 

" Then felt I like some watcher of the skies 
When a new planet swims into his ken^ 

P. 119, 11. 3384—3392. These lines are parenthetic, being 
added by the writer to prepare us for the coming denouement of 
the story. 

P. 120, 1. 3399. lered, buried; ofhys, of him ; altered for the 
sake of the rime. We still say — that body of his. 

3417. hlissed with right hand, crossed himself ; Fr. si se signa. 

3423. Is it this f is it thus ? Fr. Est il ainsi ? 

P. 122, 1. 3476. ivronged, read wrong. Fr. text, " Nay pas tort 
se le me tourmente." 

3484. Fr. text, " Et, pour la larme de vantosme." It seems 
to be a sort of proverbial oath. The words " hys fair " seem to 
have no meaning, and to be merely expletive. 

P. 124, 1. 3551. scroched, sic in MS. 

P. 125, 1. 3556. sery, we should expect say, to rime with 
Gqffray ; yet sery may be = Lat. sero, in the sense of say, utter, 
or speak, which it sometimes bears. 

3575. Trowing means as I trow ; Fr. " Bien quinzo fois, se croy 
le, ou vint.*' 

3584. Fr. " Mal vey ton gracieux demaine." 

P. 127, 1. 3617. This line seems imperfect. The line in the 
MS. ends with " difceiue," in which the e has been smudged nearly 
out again. The Fr. has, 
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" Se men corps a toj demouroit, 
Tu ta perceuras bien briefment 
De ton maluais parlurem^nt ; 
Se vorite meussies tenue, 
[Fol. 82 h."] Jusques ala mort me eussies eue, 

Et par moy eussies eu secours," Ac. 

3640. seueralie can only mean separation; yet the precise 
opposite is meant ; " Plus ny sera ensemble tenue." 

P. 128, 1. 3652. She draws the three barons aside, to tell Ray- 
mond and them her special injunction about Horrible ; hence her 
speaking in an undertone, and her addressing Eaymond as before. 

P. 129, 1. 3689. The Fr. has 

Qui de tons eulx eftoit le maiftr^, 
Sil en fut caufe, bien en pent eftr^ ; 

meaning, I suppose, that if the abbot were at the bottom of all, it 
was not to be wondered at. 

P. 130, 1. 3711. This story of Melusine's re-appearance before 
melancholy events is always carefully insisted on wherever the 
legend is told. Her first manifestation of herself was just before 
Raymond's death, as told further on, U. 6182 — 5194. According 
to the prose romance (fol. 218) she was seen by an English cap- 
tain, one Sersnel, just before he lost the castle to the duke of 
Berry; and she was also seen several times by one "godart," 
and moreover by one " yuon of walles," and ^ many others. 

P. 132, 1. 3802. How the earl of Forest met with his death 
will be duly told hereafter. See p. 170. 

P. 133, 1. 3809. This eulogy of the lords of Parthenay is care- 
fully enlarged upon at the close of the poem, for obvious reasons. 

P. 139, 1. 4011. Bather or later, Sooner or later. This is a 
peculiarly good instance of the use of rather, it being so well 
brought out by l4iter following. 

4015. The Fr. text has, 

Elle fait mon cuer efpartir. 
En Remectant comme la cire 
fait le geant feu en larmes frire." 
Ainfi fe tourmente Raymont. 

She divides mv heart, re-kindling it as the giant fire fries wax 
into tears. Thus Raymond torments himself." The translator 
has quite missed this. 

P. 140, 1. 4048. '* Whether I lie or no, God on high knows." 
Such asseverations occur often. 

P. 141, 1. 4055. norhelande ; why this spelling occurs is not 
clear ; for the Fr. text has " northombelande/' and the prose ro- 
mance " Northomberland." Tieck writes it Norhemen, 
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P. 112, 1. 4101. That the French copy from which the trans- 
lator took the poem had slightly ditferent readings from the Cam- 
bridge copy is of course likely enough. Already, more instances 
of deviation have been pointed out. than can be accounted for 
by a supposition of errors in translation. The mention of the 
" marbre stone " on which the giant sat is a crucial instance ; for 
the Cambridge copy reads, 

La guide voyt fur vng Rochier 
Le geant aOis fur vng arhere ; 

whereas, when we turn to Tieck's German version, the word 
" Marmorstein " re-appears ; so that there was doubtless a special 
mention of marble in that French copy which the translator used. 

4106. He had no dread or fear at all, for he thought he need 
not mistrust God that he had been misled. 

P. 144, 1. 4149. The re-appearance of the word " werly " in 
this line, as indicated in the foot-note, is of course due to its having 
been copied in from the line above. It is clearly superfluous. 

P. 145, 1. 4181. The Fr. has, De leaige de fix ou fept ans. 

P. 147, 1. 4240. Wo ought rather to read "And yut, so I 
sJutll; " Ft. text, Et fi feray le ; mais dy moy, &c. 

P. 148, 1. 4254. The comma above the line after " cofyn " is a 
misprint. 

4278. It wanted but little that he had not been destroyed. 

P. 149, 1. 4311. The reading "Aid" is supported by the Fr. 
text; 

Se la no luy donnent aye 
Magot, Apolin, Ternagant. 

P. 150, 1. 4319. The reading " conquered,** is amply supported 
by 1. 3912 (not 3192, as misprinted) which runs, Wich that ceafou 
conquered was and gott. 

4336. The cold knife-blade entirely passing through (his thigli- 
armour). 

4384. According to the prose romance, the name of this 
mountain of '* Northomberland '* was called " Brombelyoys," and 
the story of " Elymas, kyng of Albany," is told at much greater 
length and at the beginning of the romance, which is its right 
place. There we find that Presine was the king's second wife, 
and that the breaking of his oath was due to his listening to tho 
suggestions of Is'athas, his son by his former wife ; with many 
other additions. 

P. 153, 1. 4407. JFifh tlies doughlers thrc he closed^ he was en- 
closed by his three daughters. Fr. text, Car fcs trois filles len- 
clouirent. 

4120. Grimold was either the fifth, sixth, or seventh of 
them, and he hath been the last. 
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P. 156, 1. 4495. She, i. e. the chamber. The translator doubt- 
less employed she because the Fr. text has JElle; just below (1. 
4499) he uses it. 

4508. Fr. lis portent moult grant medecines. 

P. 158, 1. 4549. maried; perhaps the translator meant mar- 
ried, but the proper meaning here is veaed, Fr. marrye. Tlie 
French here arranges a few lines in a different order, but tho 
extract given exactly fits in in place of fol. 88. The translator 
claims to have made his translation nearly line by line, and here 
67 French lines answer to 56 English ones. As we are sure of 
the exact number of lines lost, we are able to continue the right 
numbering of the lines by just missing 56. 

4607. More about lady Melior and the Sparrow-hawk castle 
will be found further on. See p. 186. 

P. 160, 1. 4621. Falatine, elsewhere spelt Falestine, had her 
name assigned with evident reference to the acquirement by Guy 
of Lusignan of the title of king of Jerusalem ; see 1. 4634. 

4625. coings; this is spelt in several other ways, as may be 
seen in the Index of Names. The Fr. text has (elsewhere) 
" courgo ; " and the prose romance, " Quygo." The story of Pa- 
lestine's treasure is given more at length further on. See p. 196. 

P. 162, 1. 4687. This means that the giant perceived Geoffrey, 
and perceived that he was doomed. Geoffrey does not perceive 
him till 1. 4691. 

4694. The mis-spelling domva probably due to the word Anon 
following it. 

P. 1^, 1. 4735. Ft. text, De fon papier eftes plainez. 

P. 167, 1. 4827. waloping, galloping. It is curious that this 
word occurs in the Prose Eomance also, at fol. 169 ; " whan the 
saudan was departed fro the batayll, he waloped till he cani to 
[the] sarasyns oost." 

P. 171, 1. 4964. The prose romance calls the pope Benedictm ; 
but, strangely enough, there is neither a Benedict nor a Leo 
among the popes of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 

P. 173, 1. 6007. Ayglon, called Chastaillon in tho Camb. Fr. text. 

6010. alludes to 1. 8807. 

P. 175, 1. 6085. In all the marches he ruled over, whether it 
was wrong or right. 

P. 180, 1. 6218. lefle is of course the reading. Fr. text, 

De fes pechies Biens ne laiffa. 

P. 183, 11. 5326, 7. There is only one Fr. line answering to 
these two, but it supports the reading " drad." It runs, " JSar- 
rafin neuft qui le cramgne." 

P. 184, 1. 6329. Jlys leuyng^ during his lifetime ; Fr. Son 
viuant. 

5357. Fr. -text, Du pierregort en angleterre. 

17 • 
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P. 185, 1. 5359. camhrere, Fr. text, En arragon, ceulx de com- 
biere. 

P. 186, 1. 5114. The prose romance says, (fol. 7 h) whoever 
" wil goo watche there the day before the euen and theuen also 
of saint lohan baptiste, whiche is on the xx (24!th ?) day of lung," 
may achieve the aventure. It was thus in the " most cheffest 
time of somertide," (1. 5522) not near midwinter, when we com* 
memorate the Evangelist. 

P. 189, 1. 6503. Fr. text, 

Ainfi la chambr^ painte eftoit 

Dun pie de mur lus^ues au toit, 

Qui deuifoit les nafcions 

Et les eftran^es Eegions, 

Du furent telz hommes vaillans 

Qui point ne furent fommeillans, &c, ; 

where " deuifoit " means described^ not " deuided." 

P. 193, 1. 6619. This line should mean, Since you do not keep 

to that which is your own ; Fr. Mais puisque ne ten yeulx tenir. 
P. 194, 1. 5645. Fr. 

Arriue edb a dure fefte. 

Car point ne voit qui le loppine, 

Mais maint coup euft fur ion efchine. 

Thus the Fr. verb loppiner, {lit to cut into pieces, hence to beat 
severely), has been twisted into " his opinion " ! 

5653. For remarks on " anointed " in the depraved sense of 
beaten, see Notes and Quer. 3rd S. IX. 359, 522. The Fr. text 
has oingt, 

P. 195, 1. 5072. Criiis, not mentioned in Camb. Fr. text. 

5G83. Fr. text, Mais la moitie pis gouucrna. 

568 i. De la Mure devotes his last chapter to the Icings of 
Armenia, giving the list as follows. Leo I (reigned 1197), Con- 
stant, Haiton, Leo II, Theodore, Leo III, Hugues, John, Leo 
IV, Leo V, Leo VI. This makes Leo I the hero of the Sparrow- 
hawk adventure. Constant the king mentioned in 1. 5682, and the 
rest the " nine heirs." The name of the last king agrees with 
the prophecy in 1. 5628, and De la Mure tells us (p. 526) so much 
of his history as confirms the account in the next stanza ; " il se 
refugia en France aupres du Roi Charles VI, Tan 1385. Et 
ay ant dispose de ses droits au Royaume d'Armenie, en favour de 
la Maison de Chypre, commo il a ete vu ci-devant, il mourut a 
Paris, Tan 1393, le 29e novembre. II y fut inhume en T^gliae 
des Celestines, ou on voit sa representation," &c. I may add 
that La Coudrette insinuates that he saw the funeral himself — 
"' Ou moult de gens le vey enfemble " — a line omitted in the trans- 
ion. 
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P. 196, 1. 6718, tretethf read tretyng ; where — yn^ marks the 
infinitive. 

P. 200, 1. 5823. Ft. text, 

Vng homme trouua en fa voye. 
Qui lufques au mont le conuoie ; 

which shows that "be" should be "he," and suggests that 1. 
5824 should run thus. 

Which to this montain he gan hym conuay, 

where " he " means hwhy as elsewhere. For this mountain is ge- 
nerally called the high mountain ; see 11. 4G25, 4631, 5725. 

P. 201, 1. 5284. Brandes should no doubt be Brandeat ; Fr. 
text, Brandift. 

P. 205, L 5972. Fr. text. 

Qui fut ladis clerc de mellin, 
Et pros dillecques demouroit ; 

whence it is clear that mellin (translated Merlyn !) is the name of 
a place, probably Molina near the Sierra Molina in the extreme S. 
of Arragon. 

5981. Fr. text, 

Ce devin eftoit nay defpenge, 
Et fut a lefcole a tolette, &c. ; 

so that " of good cognicion " should have been horn in Spain ; 
and " Tholouse certain " really represents Toledo, 
P. 208, 1. 6061. Fr. text, 

Helas, II euft eu le trefoir, 
, Et conquis, feufb vefqu encoir, 

Et terre de promiffion, 
Qui tant eft faincte Eegion. 

P. 209, 1. 6105, Fr. text. 

La gift, la eft la tombe mife 
le lay veue de mes deulx yeulx. 

P. 211, 1. 6162. Fr. text, Elle court plus fort qune flefle. 

P. 212, 1. 6175. Who this "one William" was I fail to find, 
there being no archbishop of Bourdeaux of that name at this 
time, though Bourdeaux would be the see in which was Part he- 
nay. Nor was the archbishop of Paris, nor of Tours, so named 
at this time ; but it is observable that William Fabri was then 
bishop of Perigueux, the native place of this lord of Parthcnay's 
dauf?hter-in-law ; see 1. 6373. 

6182. A curious mistake about the date has here crept into 
the text ; the year should be 1401. For the Fr. text has, " Eu 
Ian mil vng et quatrecens \ and this fulfils the conditions ; for, in 
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1401, the 17th of May was not only a Tuesday, but the Tuesday 
before Fentecost, The false date, 11-07, is easily accounted for ; 
for it so happens that in that year too the 17th of May was on 
a Tuesday, but it was the Tuesday after Pentecost, which makers 
all the difference. 

P. 213, 1. 6206. Fr. text, 

Put faicte la translacion 
En Ian et Incarnacion 
Du chief du CTacieux corps ; 
Car H eftoit la pieca mors. 

P. 214, 1. 6266. The reigning king was Charles VI. 

P. 219, 1. 6423. Both here and below the Fr. text spells the 
name " coudrette." 

P. 220, 1. 6433. The Camb. copy of the Fr. text ends with the 
line, Adoncques fe taira coudrette; the litany being missing, 
though part of the page is left blank, 

P. 223, 1. 6546. The translator, being deserted at this point 
by Coudrette, gives us an original epilogue, wherein he consider- 
ably falls off, and, towards the end, seems almost to give it up. 

P. 224, 1. 6553, repeated from Prologue, 1. 15. 

6577. This boast is hardly borne out by the facts. 
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[The French words inserted between marks of parenthesis after the word to be 
elosscd are the corresponding words in the French text. Thus *^ Aduertise 
{aduiser) " means that aduiser is the word which the translator has rendered by 
aduertise ; but it is not meant that aduiaer occurs in all the passage where aduertiee 
docs, only that they are found to correspond once at least. In very many instances, 
the Fr. word greatly explains the English one, which is the reason for giving it. 
The following abbreviations have been used ;— Pr. Parv. = Promptorium Parvu- 
lorum ; Bur. ss Burguy, Glossaire de la langue d'oil ; Cotg. ^ Cot^ve's French 
Dictionai^ ; Roq. ^ Roquefort's Glossaire ; Jam. ss Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary. 
Ch. appended to a word means that it is used by Chaucer. Other abbreviations, as 
A.S. for Anglo-Saxon, O.N. for Old Norse, O.Fr. for Old French, &c., will be 
readily understood. The letter p before a number refers to the Prologtic. The 
books referred to in italics^as K, Hom^sae books published by the £. £. T. S.] 



A, he, 5400. 

A, on, 752, 805 ; A day, on a 

day, at times, 752. 
Abake, to putte (RecuiUier\ to 

put aside, decline, 3110; to 

defeat, 2094, 2100. 
Abakwarde, backwards, 5888. 
Abasshed, amazed, astounded, 

2052, 2346, 2849, 4806; 

afraid, 2635. R. eshaliir. 

*' Abaschyd or aferde. Terri- 

Uisr Pr. Parv. 
Aby, abide it, 4679. Ch. 
Acause, because, 2913, 3611. 
AccoptifT, acceptable, pleasing, 

3285. 
Accounte, to count, number, 

4892. "Hero to account;' 

&c. Spenser, F.Q. iii. 6. 30. 
Acquitaily acquittal, 4764. 



Aday, on various days, at various 

times, often, 4252. 
Adieu commaunde, I commend 

you to God, 3849. 
Adquire, acquire, p. 99. 
Adrad, afraid, 588. 
Aduertise {aduiser)^ to pay heed 

to, 477 ; to notice, perceive, 

2847. 
Aferrom, 629, 3375 ; ) afar off, at 
Aferrome, 4488, j a distance. 

A.S. feorrariy feorrene, 
Affiaunce, trust, 3177. 
Afifray, disturbance, 2854. Cli. 
Affy, to be affianced to, 6052. 
Afom, 136, 347, 353,) 

4435, 4891, 4995, V before. 
Afome, 56, 4440, j 

" Afome (afor c, Ante, cor am'' 

Pr. Parv. 
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Afipay, terror, 140. Ch. 
Again, 2534, 1 . 
Agayne, 251,; ^-^^' 
Agast, were afraid, 4806. 
"Agaste, supra in a-ferde." 
Pr. Parv. 
A-hy, on high, 1210. SeeAnhj, 
Alabastre, 4515, ) i v i. 
Alebastre! 5039,7 ^^^'^^'• 
A-land, on land, 4836. 
Alfaste, very quickly, 3252. 
Alienyng, alienating, 6128. 
All-oute, fully, entirely, com- 
pletely, 2320, 4463, 5922. It 
occurs also in Lancelot of the 
Laik, 
Al-oute, the same as the above, 

866. 

All-ther-first, first of all, 2490. 

So too Al^er best, best of all, 

Gen. ^ Ex, Cf. Du. dllereerd. 

Als, also, 3440, 4163, 5089. Ch. 

Als! alas! 2159, 2166. Fr. 

text, Zew, which see in Roq. 
Amended, 4544, | grew stronger, 
Amendid, 4035, j grew up. 
Ameruelled, astonished, 405. 
Ainidward, in the middle, 4291. 
Amorn, in the morning, on the 

morrow, 5519. 
An, written for And, 4957. 
Ancolle, handmaid, 6456. Lat. 

ancilla. 
And, if, 5384, 5446, 6809. 
An-hy, on high, 2704, 2966, 

3145, &c. 
Anoynted, used jocularly of a 
good beating, 5653. So the 
Fr. text, hten oimjt, 
Antecessour, ancestor, 6359. 
Antecessoures, predecessors, 4786. 
A-per-se, superexcellent, lit. A by 

itself, 1148. 
Apertly, openly, jf;.30, 331. 

Piers PL 
A place, in her place, before all, 
932. 



Aplas, in your place, in his pre- 
sence, 522. ** Aplace, in place. 

Gower." Wright's Prov. Diet. 
Aply, to ply, bend, 4187. 
Apparaill {la 2^ireillc)^ the like 

ofit(?) Apparently copied from 

theFr. text; 742. 
Apparailled {apparalllie), adorn- 
ed, 927. 
Appareill, to deck, adorn, 5236. 
Appetite, desire, wish, 2621 ; 

desire, love, 2896. 
Apply, to bend to, submit to, 

5313. Ses Aply. 
Arew, arrow, 6162. 
Argent (argentV silver money, 

1119. 
Armcs, coats-of-arms, painted 

shields, 5481 ; a coat-of-arms 

{sing,), 6494. 
Army dedes, deeds of arms, 

gallant acts, 1738, 4134, 5745 ; 

dedes Army, 1386, 1489. 
Army peple {gens darmes), men 

completely armed, 2215. 
Armyly {tout arm-e), completely 

armed, used as an adv., 5418. 
Arson {archon), saddle-bow, 

2961. Fr. argon. 
Asaid, said, 450. 
Askes, ashes, 3412. 
Assemble, encounter, 1728. 
Assembled {sdi^Sf'inhhrent), en- 

count<jred, 1328,1725. 
Assoled, prob. error for assoiled, 

5224. 
Astabled {estahUst)^ established, 

5281. 
Astat, estate, condition, 393, 

1257. All. Poems. 
As toned, stunned, benumbed, 

4289. 
Astronemie, 6, \ a,strology. 
Astronemye, 187, J So in Lance- 
lot, 1. 432. 
Astrononiian, a man learned u\ 
astronomy and astrology, 12. 
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At end, at last, 4683, 6244. 

Athirt, athwart, 169. 

A-this-side, 266, \ * 

A-thys-side, 2469, > on this side. 

Athissid, 3472, ) 

Athissid Eome, on this side of 
Rome, a proverbial phrase for 
anywhere. 

Ato, a-two, in twain, 3087, 5857. 

Attamed, attainted, defiled, 466. 
See atteindre in Roq. 

— ^** that a qneene . . . 
In any wise should be attamed!* 

Chaucer's Dream; 1128, 
" Athamyd, as a wessel wyth 
drynke. Atiaminattis!' — Pr. 
Parv. 

Attende, await, wait for, 1422; 
expect, 1425, 1465. 

Aualed {avalle)^ let down, lowered, 
3001, 4479. Ch. 

Auaunce, to advance an opinion, 
piDpose, make provision, 2377. 

Auaunce, 5566. ^Sea To-auaunce. 

Auaunsing himselfe, proceeding 
on his way, 5655. 

Auaunt (moy varder)^ to boast, 
1?.161. Ch. 

Auenture, ill fortune, 391 ; good 
fortune, 416. 

Auontures, adventures, j9. 102. 

Auise, sb, counsel, 5269. 

Auise, vh, pay heed to, 2014; 
perceive, espy, 4687; con- 
sider, 5454. Auise hym, let 
him take heed, 5382. 

Auised, he perceived, 4448. 

Auisse, good counsel, wisdom, 
6486. 

Auncion, old ; most auncion = 
eldest, 1276; ancient, p.22, 

Auncionte, antiquity, 6357. 

Auntcr, to adventure oneself, 
p.2.\, Ch. 

Autentike, praiseworthy, ex- 
emplary, 6181. Cotg. gives 
under Authentique, "approved 
or allowed by authority." 



Auynsime, a period of twenty 
days ; hence, speedily ; 1981. 
The Fr. text has quinze lours, 
Wright's Prov. Diet, gives 
" Avintaine, speedily." Auyn- 
sime = Avintaine, just as O. 
Fr. oisme = huiti^me; and 
vintaine is O.Fr. for vingtainey 
a score. 

Auysilye, advisedly, vnsely, 538. 

A-where, everywhere, 4245, 
4952, 5352. AS. ^g-hwcer. 

Ay, ever, 3262, 3650, 4162. Ch. 

Ay, each; in the phr. "other 
ay," 103. It seems to be put 
for " ayjer." " Ayjer ojer in 
armes con felde." Oawain^ L 
841. 

Aye, 2959; Ayen, 1735, again. 

Ayne (Jaime)^ eldest, 1695. 

Bace, low, 621, See Bas. 

Baculere, bachelor, a novice in 
arms^or arts. See Bacheler in 
Roq. 616, 1925, 4243, 5955. 
[The MS. has in all four places 
the reading " baiulere," but it 
is hard to see how this can be 
right, unless the i had the 
sound of y, and even then it is 
a strange spelling.] 

Bakke, in the phr. with the 
bakke = backwards, where 
fjoith =AS. trt«, 4709. 

Balled, bald, 3256. Ch. 

Bandone, disposal, 4767. 

"For both wise folke and 

unwise 
Were whdly to her handon 

brought." 
Ch. Rom. of Rose, 1163; 
where the orig. has a son 
handon, 

Baptime, baptism, 1242. 

Barge, a ship of large size, 1 284, 
5666. The Fr. text says it 
was so called because it was 
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si large, Roq. Bays, " grande 

barque qui portoit trois voiles 

et un ancre." 
Baronage (baronnye), an assembly 

of barons, 685, 5199. See 

hamiez^ Roq. 
Barony (baronnye), the same as 

Baronage, 853. 
Barreres (barriere), barriers, bars, 

4663. [M.S. BaiTore, but Pr. 

Parv. bais Barrerej q. v.] 
Bas, low ; gen. in phr. " me and 

lis," high and low, 4, 523, 

927, 945, Ac.; adv, down- 
wards, 665. 
Base ; in phr. base wise (en bas), 

in a low soft way, in a whisper, 

2916. 
Basly ; more basly (jplus bas) = 

lower, 1216. 
Basse, low, 6157. 
Bash, be amazed, wonder, 782. 

O. Fr. esbahir. 
Basshed, amazed, 605, 2351, 

2940. 
Basterd, bastard wine, 979. 
Bastiled (basti), fortified, fur- 
nished with defences, 1134. 

" Bastille, forti fie avec des 

tours et des creneaux." Roq. 
Befoni, before, 1357, 4943, 5280. 

See Aforne. 
Behest, promise, 273. Ch. 
Beliofull, behovcful, necessary, 

3379, 4109. 
Beliold, fih. a look, glance, 3543. 
Belay, belly, 4307, 4534. 
Beincnt, bemoaned, 3320, 3883, 

3907, &c. 
l^>ered (enseuehj), buried, 3399. 
Jierres, an error for l>rerei3, briars, 

bnish-wood, 3297. See Brere 

in Vv, Parv. 
Besain, beseen, seemly, 858. 
Beseying, busying, 3431. 
Besiiiesso, industry, diligence, 

2495. 



Bete (ftflw/we), adorned vniYibeaten 

gold (]) 917. See Tyrwhitt, 

note to V. 981 of Cant Talo& 
Betan, the same as Bete, 4502. 
Bethenke, think of, 3998. 
Bette, 3034,) , . . a o 7^ 

Bett, 5526, J ^*^'- A. S. 2^.4. 
Better {amcre), bitter, 2825. 
Beuteuous, beauteous, 5077, 

5192, 5441. 
Bild, 1172, K ., 
Billed, 3115,1 ^^J'^^ 
Blecere, wound, liurt, 3572. Fr. 

blessure. 
Blenched, 3085, 'i swerved aside. 
Blent, 4268, ) slirank aside. 

See Blench in Wedgwood's 

Etyra. Diet 
Blissed, blessed himself, crossed 

himself, 2813, 3417, 4807, 

4754. The Fr. text generally 

has se signa. 
Bliuo, quickly, 5673. Rob. of 

Gloucest 1. 60. 
Blode, in phr. of blodo = by 

blood, i e. by blood relation- 
ship, 4829. 
Bode, vh. tarried, abode, waited, 

2958, 4058. A.8. hidnn. 
Bode, fih. abiding, taiT}^iiig, rest, 

1937, 44GG. Ch. 
Bole (toneau), a larf,a>-sizod l)owl, 

2988. Cf. "His holh' of a 

galiniy K. Horn, 1123. 
Bolned {enUrz), swollen, 1428. 

"r>obiy(i Tumuht^^r Pr. 

Parv. Sw. huJnd. Dan. hitlno. 
Bonet, a small additional sail, 

G407. "Bonet of a seylo. 

Artenio, sirapunh^^ Pr. Parv. 

See Morfe Arthur, 1. 3G57. 
Boode, tarried, waited, 5414. 
Bood, awaited (vh. art.), 5458. 
Botme, bottom, 4480. A.S. 

hot 7)1. 

Brace, embrace, seize, 144G. 
" hrarer, embrasscr," Burguy. 
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Braid, Braide, Brayd, time, 
moment of time, 453, 486, 
2828, &c. O.N. bra^, a rapid 
movement, a twinkling. 

Braid (braient), cried out, lit. 
brayed, 2122. O. Fr. braire. 

Branded {brandist), brandishes, 
5864. Unless it be an error 
for brandest, brandished. 

Bred, broad, 5647. 

Brede, breadth, 1180, 3008, 
3101. Ch. 

Brede, bread, 3661. 

BrefiFes, letters, 2683. O. Fr. 
and Ger. brief. 

Brend, Brende, burnt, 229, 2667, 
3412, &c. 

Brenne, to bum, 3229. O.N. 
brenna. Grer. brennen, 

Brennyng, burning, 5347. A.S. 
brenning, 

Brennynglie, fervently, extreme- 
ly, 69. 

Bretherin, brethren, 3666, 5344. 

Breueloker, in a briefer manner, 
6582. Cf. Goodlokest. 

Briddes, birds, 877, 1003, 5476. 
Ch. 

Brigge (jpatU), bridge, 1222. A.S. 
brig. 

Brise, breaketh, 3748. Fr. hriser. 

Brought (bourg), town, 1171, 
1199. 

Bruled (brvlez)^ burnt, 2289, 
3313, 4855, 5246. 

Bruschet, small twigs, brush- 
wood, 3299. "Broce, menu 
bois I " Burguy. " Brossettes, 
small heath wherof head- 
brushes are mad^; " Cotg. 

Bryghty, bright, 2149. 

Burlid, striped ; only in the phr. 
"burlid with sUuer and Asure," 
2809, 3492, 3870. "Burelle 
d'argent et d*azur; (We blaze it 
thus) he bears so many clossets 
argent and azure ; " Cotg. Cf. 



the heraldic term Barruly. 

Buschinentes (bctchines)^ prob. an 
error for Buschinetes or Bas- 
chinetes, basnets, light helmets, 
2148. See Bassinet in Cotg. 

Bustesly (raydement^ boisterous- 
ly, violently, fiercely, forcibly, 
2262, 3257, 4174, 4271. See 
Boystows in Pr. Parv. 

By-ment, bemoaned, 1346. See 
Bement. 

Bymde, burnt, 3408. 

Caitife, wretch, 3318. 

Calange, challenge, i. o. claim, 
3725. **Calanger, as Chal- 
anger." Cotg. 

Can (sceit), knows, p. 108. A.S. 
cunnan. 

Canoun, canon ; right canoun = 
canon law, 8. 

Carectes, characters, 6605. 

Carfoukes (carrefourg), places 
where four roads meet, 1819. 
See Cartehowse in Pr. Parv. 
[Carfax is often derived from 
quatre voiea ; why not from 
carrefourgs (quatuor furae) ?] 

Carfty, crafty, 5708. 

Cassedony, chalcedony, 4510. 
"And suJ)J>e riche casso- 
doines ; " Fl. & Blanch. 286. 

Caste, plannest, intendest, 3016. 

Catell (des biens), chattels, goods, 
457. 

Catholike, 462, 3500. 

Cautels (cautdle), trickery, cun- 
ning, attempt at overreaching, 
5563. See Roq. 

Caytif, 2166, ) ^^ 

Caytiff, 3016,]^^^^ 

Ceason, season, 4150, 5521. 

Celest, celestial, 5449. 

Celestif, celestial, 3288. 

Cereatly,^?. 18, 6554, \ in due 

Ceriatly, 1836, ) order. 

Lat. seriatim. 
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Cerched, searched, 4743. 
Cerching, searching, 4656. 
Certes, certainly, 3665, 4984. 
Cesse, cease, 4043. 
Chanon (chanaine)^ a canon, 644, 

2626. 
Chapitre-hous, chapter house, 

3249. 
Charge, vh. to heed, reck, care, 

3937. 
Charge, sh. regard, care, 4124. 
Chaufe, to chaie, warm, 224. 
Chaufed, chafed, warmed, 4024 ; 

chafed, angry, 3258. 
Chausing, chasing, 4911. 
Chere (diier), dear, 2749. 
Cherefull (tree chier), dear, 2585. 
Cherished, vb. neut grew up, 

4035. 
Cherisly, dearly, 5338. 
Cherishly, dearly, 122. 
Chermat (chiere mate), chap- 

faUen, 5882. See Char and 

Mat in Burguy. 
Qhersh, to cherish, 6318. 
Ches, chose, 326. 
Chese, choose, 4965. Ch. 
Cheue, achieve, 597. 
Childed (enfaiUa), bare, 1157, 

1193; borne, 4401. 
Chine, chink, 4343. A.S. ciiie. 
Chinesse, chine, back ; chinesse 

bred = broad back ; unless 

chinesse is intended for a gen. 

case, and then chinesse brcd= 

back's breadth ; see brede. 

The Fr. has simply leschine; 

5647. 
Chirmed, made a loud noise, 

chirped loudly, 878. Cf. 

" synniyra cynn, the uproar of 

sinners;" Cajdmon, ed. Thorpe, 

145, 17. "With chann of 

carhest birds ; " Milton, P. L. 

iv., 642. See Forby. 
Cliirsly {moult cider), dearly, 23. 
Clariners, clarion-players, trump- 



eters, 2221. "Claryowre or 
clarenere, Litieen.*' Pr. Parv. 

Clarre, a clear wine, 972. See 
Claret, in Pr. Parv. 

Claustrall, living in a cloister^ 
2595. Cotg. 

Claymed (damez), proclaimed, 
caUed, 1675. 

Clemmyng, climbing, 235. 

Clergy, 2552, ) knowledge, 

Clerigie, 7, ) science. O. Fr. 
clergie, 

Clerke, a scholar, 2552. 

Cliue, clove, 1382. 

Closed, enclosed, 5577 ; was en- 
closed, 4407. 

Cloute (drapelet), a small bit of 
cloth, 2818. "Clowteofcloth, 
Scrutum." Pr. Parv. 

Cognicion, knowledge, 5981. 

CoUyng (laccola), taking round 
the neck, embracing, 2911. 

Comeraunce (freeur), mental 
trouble, great fright, 4905. 
".Comerawnce. FcawcM?." Pjr. 
Parv. 

Comerd, cumbered with grief, 
overwhelmed with chagrin, 
4402. See Combrer, Bur. ; 
and cf. Ger. kiumner, grief. 

Comerous, cumbrous, trouble- 
some, 4066. " Comerovs, 
Vexativus." Pr. Parv. Also 
cumbersome, vast, 5773. 

Comfortli, sb. comfort, 3985 ; 
vb. to comfort, 3922. 

Commaunde, commend, 3849, 
4771. 

Commaundcd, commended, 264, 
5166, 5439. 

Commaundyng, commending, 
3964. 

Compernage, company, 1020, 
3706. 

Complesli, accomplish, 5212. 

Compleshed, accomplished, 3960. 

Comynly, commonly, 3685. 
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Comynte, community, 4072. 
" Comownte, communitasy 
Pr. Parv. 

Concellour, counsellor, 3860. 

Conclude, include, 6553. 

Conduce, ». 206, ) . , . 

Condute, 6465, j ^ <=°'»^'^*'*^ 

Condute, conducted, 3358. 

Conforture, aid, assistance, a 
strengthening, 4149. 

Confratemite, jp.39. 

Coniectures, instructions, lessons, 
jp.lOO. Fr. text, Hz firent 
comme bien aprins, 

Conisaunce, 802, ) , , , 

Conysance, 404, J '^"^l^K^ 

Conne (sauoir), to know, ^.104. 

Connynghede, skill, p.5. 

Conquere, to acquire, 1450, 
3942, 4319. 

Centred, encountered, met, 3346. 
Obs. It is followed by again == 
against ; centred again = 
met. 

Centring [followed by again,] 
encountering, meeting, 1640; 
[without agaiii] encountering 
in a hostile manner, 3030. 

Contrepane, comparison, 6587. 
[The word here means lit. a 
counterparty a sense which it 
has but very seldom ; see 
*• Pane, or parte of a thynge ; " 
Pr. Parv. " Counterpaine, the 
counterpart of a deed ; " 
Wright ; Prov. Diet. The 
usual sense of Fr. eontrepan 
is a gage, pledge.] 

Contune, to continue to be, to 
remain, 2207, 2681. 

Coppo, top, 5911. A.S. copp, 
W. cop, 

Corage, intent, p,SO ; heart, 
miud, 355 ; thoughts, feel- 
ings, 1895, 2779; mind, will, 
2012 ; of corage = in mean- 
ing, 530. Sec Corage, Roq. 



Cordiall, prob. «= by heart, p,lO; 
unless it is a mere expletive. 

Cornicles, chronicles, 1223. 

Corporally large of body, 4456. 

Coraed, cursed, 4310. 

Cost, side, quarter, direction, 
605. O.Fr. code, 

Costile, a knife, dagger, 4334. 
See Custile. 

Costile-yre, knife-iron, knife- 
blade, 4336. 

Coude, knew, 9. 

Couent, convent, 2659, 3254, 
3266, 3321. O.Fr. covent. 

Coursed (maiddy), cursed, 304. 
Cf. Corsed. 

Couyne, contrivance, arrange- 
ment, manner, way, 5582. 
Ch. See Convine, Roq. 

Cowd, could, 4918. 

Cowde, knew, 14. 

Coyly {coyement)y quietly, secret- 
ly, 2184. 

Cracching, scratching, clawing, 
5892. « Clawyll or cracchyfl." 
Pr. Parv. 

Creat, created, jp. 32. 

Cressed, increased, grew, 5604. 

Cressith, increaseili, augmenteth, 
4262. 

Cross, sword-hilt, so named from 
its shape, 4711, 5904. 

Crown, tonsure, 3224. 

Crusedly, cursedly, 5246. 

Crussing, cursing, 2851. 

Cure, care, charge, 2617. O.Fr. 
cure. Roq. 

Curtois,703,) .^^rteous 

Curtoys, 97, ) ^^^^o^- 

Custell, a dagger, 5853. Fr. 
cotdeau, O.Fr. coustel, coUel, 
Lat. cuiteUu8, 

Custiles {cougteaulx)y daggers, 
large knives, 1722. 

Dampned (dampne), damned, 
283, 307, 3335. 
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Damycol, damsel, 9 30. 

Dan = Lat dimihius^ a title 

often given to monks, 3259, 

3272. Ch. 
Dangerous, sparing, niggardly, 

1812. Cb. 
Debonair, 6525, , ^^^„„ 
Debonair^, 28, 828. co^°"»' 

Debonerly, courteously, 895. 
Debonerte, affability, sweet and 

gentle demeanour, 3888. 

Dehimnairctey Cotg. 
Dede, deed, 4364. 
Dedo, dead, 263, 297, Ac. 
Dedo-cold, cold in deiith, 292, 

453. 
Defautes, defects, failings, j?. 74. 
Deing, dying, 5946. 
Delefull, doleful, 3293. 
Deliuerly, quickly, 2859, 4138. 

Ch. 
Demago, damage, 1892, 2316, 

3035. 
Domain (deniaine)^ scnrico, use ; 

[lit. property, domain], 5164. 

See dematfpie, lio([. 
Demo, to jud^'o, 3GU0. Cli. 
Dcmeiiyiip; (flamdim!), conduct, 

denu'unour, 3584. Sec de- 

7iiainerj Koq. 
Deiiiinuto, diniiiiislied, 5G80. 
Doniurly, softly ; d<Mnurly in 

audienccj, too softly to bo well 

lioard, 788. Fr. text, tout 

Dopartson, departure, 104, 107P, 

33G2, 5024, 52G0, &c. 
Depeyntod, painted, 5503. Ch. 

has dcpnnt, 
Derain, 4643. ^ee Deray. 
Doray (dosroy), fooliHliness, lit. 

disorderly conduct, 4524. 

Contr. from Disarray, as 

O.Fr. dcsrofi from desarroy, 
Deshcrite, disinherited, 1046. 



Determine, to come to an end, 

5596, 5974, 6135. 
Deuer, duty, 6218. Ch. 
Deuin, to recount ; to deuin, so 

to speak, i>.108» 3660. See 

deviner, Bur. 
Deuise, sb, agreement^ manner 

agreed on, 505 ; direction, ap- 

|)ointment, 2385. 
Deuise, vb, in the phr. to detuse 

= to relate, to recount, 479, 

728, 983, 2846, 3744, 5603. 

[A mere expletive phrase, 

always at the end of a line, 

and introduced for the sake of 

the rime.] 

Diabolike, diabolic, 3499. 
Diffame, dispraise, infamy, 2763, 

2835, 3392. 
Diffamed, of ill fame, infamous, 

3475. 
Diffaute, fault, sin, 2875, 3316, 

4869 ; without difiaato =r 

without fail, 3025. 
Ditfautes, defects, 6600, 6614. 
Diffonce, prohibition, 4393. Ch. 
Diifondod, forl)ado, 4392. Cli. 
Diiry, to defy, 4193. 
Diflynid, deceased, 4007. 
Di<;ht, to Turing about, causo, 

3444 ; decked, amiyed, 4023 ; 

projiared, ready, 5421. A.S. 

dihtnn. 
Digne, worthy, ;).107. 
Disancred, wei<^diod anchor, 33GO. 
Discended, dismoiuited from 

horseback, 4891. 
Discesse, doceaso, 3638. 
Discomfight, to discomfit, subdue, 

2535, 2970, 3233, 4087 ; dis- 
comfited, 252G. 
Discomfite, 3121, \ discomfited, 
Descomlite, 3129, j subdued. 
Dishorito, disinherited, 5554 ; 

despoiled, ruined, 2662, 5234. 
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Dismapllled (desmailUes), de- 
prived of its mail, hacked 
about, rent, 4357. 

Disnature, lumatural conduct, 
376. 

Disordinatly, foolishly, lit dis- 
orderly, 3560, 3670. 

Disording (desordonnee), unruly, 
unbridled, loose in behaviour, 
2768. 

Dispend, spend, 41. 

Displesance, sorrow, 3741. 

Dispoilled, undressed ; desp. 
hym, undressed himself, 2888 ; 
desp. hir, undressed herself, 
2908. 

Distayn, deprive, 509. Ch. [lit. 
to deprive of colour, cause to 
fade.] 

Distrained (destrains), afficted, 
vexed, 614. Ch. 

Distroed, destroyed, 4673, 4790. 

Distrussand (destruiant), destroy- 
ing, 4082. 

Dole (dueil, douleur)^ grief, 657, 
3206, 3669, 3763, 3969. Ch. 

Dolent {dolent)y mournful, sorry, 
514, 3395. 

Dongun, 1130, | donjon tower, 

Dongon, 4766, < tower, dungeon. 

Donion, 2983, ( See Doiijan in 
Burguy. 

Doubtance (douhtancc), dread, 
2130. 

Doubte, sb, fear, 2541 ; vIk are 
in fear, fear the worst, 1336. 
O.Fr. doutcr. 

Doubted, feared, 1209, 1218, 
1369, 2814, &c. ; ryght 
doubted (redoubt ec)y much 
feared or respected, 829. 

Doubty, (Joughty, 1636, 4821, 
6281. 

Doubty ng, fearing, 4819. 

Doucet (doulx)y sweet, 877, 972, 

1008, 3898. 
Doughtcr, daugliter, 5389. 



Doughteth {doubte)^ feareth, 117. 

Doute, vb, to fear, 2318 ; ab. 
fear, 4383. See Doubte. 

Drad, [mis written draw] dreaded, 
5326. Ch. 

Dresse, (1) vb, act to direct, 
guide, 2604, 4490; vb. refl. 
go, 2195 ; vs dresse, direct 
ourselves to, L e. go to, attain 
to, 6538 ; vb, neut, to go, 325, 
5957. (2) to succeed in get- 
ting, 2179. 

Dressed, erected, lifted, 4798 ; 
see dresser in Burguy. Also, 
arrived, come, 1444, 2063. 

Dubte, to doubt, fear, 459. 

Dured (durerent)^ lasted, 992. 
Ch. 

Durith, lasteth, 6136. 

Dreuyng, driving, hurrying, 
1727, 2064. Cf: Morte Arthure, 
L 761. 

Drust, durst, 1101. 

Dyght, to appoint for himself, 
5408. 

Ebrow, Hebrew, p,ldS. 
Edefy, build up, 4009. 
Edified, built, 1684, 2490. 
Egal, Egall, like, equal; jp,lS2, 

951, 2353. 
Egally, adj, like, equal, 1165. 
Egge, edge, 5932. 
Ellyswhere, elsewhere, 4774. 
Emprise, reputation, worth, high 

estimation, 2013. [This is the 

right sense in Lancelot, 11. 

1 29, 269, 3458, though Burguy, 

Jam., Koq., and Cotg. give no 

other sense than enterprise,'] 
Enbras, surround ; lit. embrace, 

395, 3304. 
Enbrasing, embracing, 2911, 

3771. 
Enbrauded, embroidered, 1310. 

Cotg. gives ^^brodcy imbroyd- 

ed." 
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Encheson (achoison)^ occasion, 
reason, 558, 2744, 5286. O. 
Fr. achoise or encheisan, Lai 
occasio. Ch. 

Endlj, having an end, final, 
4011. 

Enduryng, during, 4629. 

Endys, ends, 2531. 

Enfaimling (affamee)^ starving, 
succumbing to hunger, 1300. 

Enfcffed, intrusted, 2617. O.Fr. 
Ji^/er, to give in fief; see 
Burguy, s. v. fieu. 

Engondrure, parentage, 6345, 
6388. 

En-groe, in good part, 3819. Fr. 
en gre. 

Engine, skill, 5046 ; craft, con- 
trivance, 4244, 4392, 5613, 
5708. Lat. ingenium. 

Enhaused, raised, elevated, 
6255. 0. Fr. enhalcer, enJiau- 
cier. 

Enheritour, heir, 5013, 5357. 

Enlesing, lose (tnf, niood)^ 5625. 

Enmeddis, amidst, 4223, 5823. 

Enmyddes, amidst, 870, 933, 
1841, 3085, 3097, 4894, &c. 

Enpreisinf^, praising, 1G71. 

Eiij)rcynted, imprinted, impress- 
ed, ;?. 10. 

Ensemblo, together, 2474, 399G. 

EnsulFcring, suilerinj^, 4027. 

En tend (adendcz), understand, 
hoed, 2746. 

En tend cm cut, understanding, 
endeavour, 7?. 8 1 , j>. 8 4. Ch. 

Entont, intention, -vvill, -wish, p. 
18, 7>.82, ;>.155; thoughts, 
3300, 3394. Ch. 

Entontiily, attentively, .5459. 

Entercommaunding {soiirc-com- 
intDidernd)^ mutually com- 
mending, 103. 

Entere, inter, 4941. 

Ent(»rod (rnfrrraf/), interred, 
1534, 3401, 3028. 



Entermet, to have dealings with, 
215. [O.Fr. enirejneire, but 
this gen. haJs the sense of 
undertake, attempt^ like £ntie- 
mete below.] 

Enterual, 591, ) . . 

Enteruall, 1095, 2455, j '^""^ ' 
lit. interval 

Entreloued, loved mutually, 
3734. 

Entrelouing, loving mutually, 
6352. 

Entremeto {entremectre)y to un- 
dertake, to take care to do^ 
3657. 

Entrepreignant {entrepreinnant\ 
enterprising, 2504, 5073^ 
5355. 

Entreproched, approached each 
other, 2225. 

Entresembling, encounter, 1730. 

Entreual, 45, ) time. See 

Entreuall, 5165, j EntoruaL 

Enuiron, pre]), round about, 
570 ; adv. round about, round 
and round, 877, 2905, 4800, 
5520. Fr. environ. Ch. 

Enuironcc, a(If\ round about, 
5480 ; j>r^7). round about, 
3874. 

Enuyron, odr. round, 4447. 

E<iuipollent {leqvi poind), equiva- 
lent, to the same ollect, 530. 

Erbiga<,'e, Iod<,ang, tent, 1017. 
O.Fr. erhf'(fierj Roq. 

Ert, (thou) art, 4256, 5573. 

llscamiish {1 rscarnince), Bkirmi^hy 
2210. 

K«?chan<^o, change, 3727. Ch. 

Escliawfe, warm, 9G9. O.Fr. 
e^scluuifer. 

Eschew, lice from, avoid, 4074. 
Ch. 

Escried, cried out, 2185. O.Fr. 
escrirr. 

Esglise, a church, 2630. O.Fr. 
ciifjlwe. 
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Espouse, bride, 931, 954, 1000. 
Estat, rank, 794, 813 ; position, 

2903 ; state, condition, 3496. 

Ch. 
Etem, eternal, 6437. Ch. 
Eueridell, every whit, entirely, 

2800, 2920, 4253. 
Euerydele, entirely, 423. A.S. 

dcelf a part. 
Euerydell, all over, entirely, 

2800, 3755. 
Exampleir (lexemplaire)^ a copy, 

i?.131. 
Exemplair, a model, a pattern, 

6377. [Lat, exemplar has 

both the above meanings.] 
Exort, exhortation, 3972. 
Expresse, exactly, 8004. 

Faccion (/aeon), fashion, make, 

3100. 
Fade, to dispose, arrange, /?.164. 

A.S. fadian^ to set in order, 

dispose. 
Fader, father, 683, 4642, 5118. 
Faider, 6274, ) .,.^ 
Fayder,5258,!^^*^^^- 
Faders, father's, 4628. 
Famylous, hungry, 6258. Lat. 

fanidicuSy 0. Ft, fajniUeus, 
Fantain, fountain, 323, 765, 4161. 
Fantesie, fancy, 358 ; a vain 

thing, pM. Ch. 
Fantesied, fancied, imagined, 

pA5. 
Fantesy, 3485, ) . 
Fantisie,;?. 58, j ^^^^• 
Fardell (fardel), a bundle, 573. 

Ch. 
Fauchon {faidx, branc), a fal- 
chion, sword, 8042, 8044, 

3051. Lat. /a/a-. 
Faut, to lack, 2175. 
Faute, to lack, 797 ; hence 

fauteth = lacketh, 6379 ; 

fautih, miswritten for fautith, 

lack, 1147. Cf. Sp. /altar, 



It. /altare. 
Fauted, failed, wanted, 4278. 
Fauting, lacking, p.5. 
Fayn, an error for Sayn, say, 

p. 184. 
Fe ; in the phr. in f e = under 

tribute, 2511; also in f e =: 

in fief^ in fee, 2630. Mceso- 

Ooth. /aihu, 
Feblesse, feebleness, 3740. Ch. 
Feld, a field, 1702, 2216. Ch. 
Fele, many, 2518, 2683. Moeso- 

G. filu, Ch. 
FeU, fierce, 1237, 4063, 4760, 

5410, 5631. A.S. /dl 
Felonesly, cruelly, evilly, 270, 

5785. 
Felony, perfidy, treason, 2833. 

Roq. 
Femine, feminine, 3820. 
Fend, a fiend, 4075, 4141, 5783. 

Ch. 
Fenestre, 3823, 4932, \ a win- 
Fenistre, 3863, j dow. 

Lat. /enestra^ 
Fentise, cowardice, 4214. 
Feresly, fiercely, 5870. 
Ferrom, 629, Ac. See A-ferrom. 
Fers, fierce, 4655. 
Fet (1) fetched, 2782 ; (2) feats, 

acts, 6330. 
Fiffe, ^y^ 5265. 
Fifte, fifth, 4426. 
FiU, fell, 3046, 3088, 4286, 

5894 ; befol, fell out, 446, 

2731. 
Fille, fell, 5604. 
Fin, 3645. See Fine (1). 
Finabilly {finahlemeiit), finally, 

5385, 6493. 
Finance {/inance)y ransom, 1853. 

Buiguy. 
Find, in the phr. wel find = to 

pay, recompense, 1291. 
Fine (1), extreme, very, 4175, 

6155 ; see Fin in Burguy ; (2) 

conclusion, end, 401 L Ch. 
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Flaelles {fleanlx), flails, 2999. 
Lat flageUum. 

rioure-delise (fleurs de Z/2), fleurs- 
de-lis, 1006. 

Fly, flew, fled away, 4905, 5652. 

Foley, foolish, 3546. 

Folily, foolishly, 5602. Ch. 

Foltish, foolish, 3322, 5559. 
"Folett, idem quod Folte. 
Fatuellusy Pr. Parv. 

Folyly, foolislily, 8260. 

Fonden, found, j>. 173. 

Fong, received, 2423 ; got, 1265 ; 
received, took in, 1333. 

Fonge, to take, 4828. Ch. A.S. 
fon, 

Forcelot, should rather be spelt 
Forceret, a casket, 1081. 
" Forceret, petil coffre, cas- 
sette." Roq. See note to 
" Foorcere" in Pr. Parv. 

Forigers, foragers, 1815. 

Formelet, should rather be spelt 
Fermelet, a brooch, a jewelled 
fastening, 1082. ** Fermal, 
fennailj fermeilUt^ Agrafe, 
boucle, chalno, crochet, car- 
can." Roq. 

Forshoud, utterly destroyed, 
3306. A.S. fur and acewlan. 

Forsmete {detrenrhe), smote 
down, 2104. 

Fortiike, kept prisoner, 5386. 

For-taky ng {pan rjrnm), 6591. 
The l^ng. word moans a tak- 
ing of prisoners, of. Fortake ; 
hut tlio true meaning of pour- 
prins is an enclosure, a domain. 
See Bur. and Roq. 

Fortli-progresse, journey, 3199, 
5029. 

For- why, wherefore, why, 3117. 

Forwoxen, overgrown, huge, 
2990. A.^. fnriceaxan. 

Fouchesafc, vouchsafe, 2039. 

•FouIcmI {afola), killed, 4278. 
" Afolery maltraiter, blesser, 



meurtrier, tuer." Bur. 

Founte, 2650. The words " Ray- 
mounde" and ^stounde'* show 
that the word should be 
'"founde." It should also 
prob. be joined to in pfeoed- 
ing it; and we get in-founde 
= enter (so. heaven), go ixi, 
go up, ascend. It is thus a 
compound of the O.E. founde^ 
to go {Morte Arthure^ 1228 ; 
LameJot, 2612) A.^ fundian. 
Cf. A.S. in-gariy to enter. 

Fourge, to make, perform, pA^ 
i?. 25, 2?. 133. 

Fourged, made, constmcted, 
i?.162, 257, 579 ; built^ 1^134, 
1682, 3853. O.Fr. /orgier. 
Bur. 

Fourging, construction, 1002. 

Foyson {foison)^ plenty, 32. 8e» 
Fuson, Fusion. 

Franchise, freedom, 3746 ; ter^ 
ritory (see Pr. Parv.), 4961 ; 
hertes franchise = to heart's 
content, 5472. 

Franchised, free, noble, lit. ren- 
dered a free man, 1487. 

Franke, free, 1506. 

Fransh, French, ;).198. 

Fray, t<^.rror, 4901. 

Frendlyhed, friendliness, 1403, 
6448 ; of frendlyhede, for 
friendship's sake, 3022. 

Frcnshest, mostFrenehlike^ji^.l 75. 

Friko (friqne)y fresh, delicate, 
2803. "Fr}'ke, or craske, or 
yn grete helthe. Crassus^ Pr. 
Parv. Saa/rique, Koq. 

Fro-thens, thence, 3294, 3326, 
3449, cfec. 

Fro-whens, whence, 3762, 5830. 

Full, in an evil hour, lit. foully, 
3263 ; that fiUl hym come = 
that he had come to him in an 
evil hour, 2992 j Fr. text, que 
m<il y vint. 
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Fume, smoke, 3957. 

Fuiny, smoky, 3954. 

Funde, find, 4676. 

Fundementes, foundations, 1121. 

Fusion {foisorCjy plenty, 128, 
4362, 5466 ; a number, multi- 
tude, 2283, 2743. Lat fusio. 

Fuson, plenty, 985, 5287 j num- 
ber, 1113, 1721. 

Fusto {poing), fist, 4301. 

Fyn, faithful, sincere, 3831. 
" Finey vraie, sincere, fidelo." 
Roq. 

Garison, healing; take hym in 
garison = undertake to heal 
him, 1335. O.Fr. garison, 
from vb. garir = Moeso-G. 
toarjan. 

Gain, against, 2827, 3749, 3793. 

Gane, did {aux, vh.\ 5402. 

Gamyson, stronghold, castle, 
5467. See Garsone in Pr. 
Parv. [The Fr. text has m 
garnison = by way of pro- 
visions, but the translator has 
not so taken it.} 

Gayn, towards, 345, 564; against, 
2791, 5863. 

Geant, giant, 4676, 4687, &c. 

Geaunt, 3233, ) ._, 

Giaunt, 3197, { ^'^^' 

Gent, fair, pretty, 2441, 3490, 
3590. 

Gentile (gente), gentle, noble, 
308 ; noble person, 643 ; 
pretty, 1611. The comp. is 
Gentelere, prettier, 1612; the 
sup. is Gentillest, prettiest, 
34^. 

Gentilesse, graciousness, noble- 
ness, 3175. Eoq. 

Gere, contrivance, plan; lit. 
gear, 276. 

Gesian (pesine), child-bed, 4391, 
4397, 4529, 5581. From O.Fr. 
gesivy Lat. jacere. 



Gete, procure ; gete do hym for 
to dy = procure his death, 
3655 ; see Gett. 

Gett, 3942, \ gotten, obtained. 

Gette, 4319, j In 1. 5932 the 
sense is, whether (the stroke) 
was gotten with the back or 
the sword-edge. 

Gidour, guide, 4105, 5883. 

Gif, given, 5798. 

Gisarmes (/?/.), a weapon of which 
the shape is disputed, perhaps 
a battle-axe with a spike at 
the back ; see Bur., Eoq., and 
Way*s note to Gysemo in Pr. 
Parv. 1722. Used by Ch. 

Gise, guise, manner,way, 5866. Ch. 

Glente {glissa)^ glanced aside, 
253. Ch. O.Fr. glimer, Roq. 

Glinte (clism), slipped, 4934. 

Glode, glided, 726. 

Goldish, golden, 1348. 

Goddoughter, 3722. 

Godmodere, godmother, 274. 

Goodlokest, goodliest, fairest, 
343. [In the Piers PI. MSS. 
are many such forms, as, 
Lightloker, Mystiloker, Sad- 
loker, Slilokest, Wikkedloke^t, 
Wisloker.] 

Goste, spirit, 3213, 4927 ; 
creature, being, 4809, just as 
A.S. gcp^ = a guest, a man, a 
human being. 

Gostes, spirits, p. 4 6. 

Gouemail, behaviour, 844; ar- 
rangement, management, con- 
trivance, 861, 5561, 5774. 

Gouemail, control, might, 6070. 

Gouemeth hir, comports herself, 
2765. 

Grad, shouted, 2253. A.S. 
grcedan. 

Grame, grief, 2663, 3310, 4469, 
4940. A.S. grama. Ch. 

Gre, agreement, accord, 3951. 
Fr. gre. 



18 • 



276 



GLOSSABIAL INDEX. 



GreabiU, wiitable to the occasion, 
devout, 5176. 

Greabilly, satisfactorily, pleasant- 
ly, 1543. 

Orea])lo, agreeable to, 6580. 

Gree ; see En-gree, 3819. 

Gree, I agree, 5019. 

Grecs (degree), stei)s, 4917, 4908, 
5434. Cf. grissens in Forby. 

Greitbod tham, got themselves 
ready, arrayed themselves, 
1411. Sc. graitlu O.K 
greithu, 

Greithed, made ready, 4168. 

Gret, greeted, 5524. 

Gn^tth, an error, either for 
Cireeth = agree th, suiteth ; or 
else for Gooth, 6561. 

Grice, stops, 1427. See Grees. 

Grint^ ground, 3267. Ch. 

Grin ting, grinding, 2141. Ch. 

Grohund (liurier)^ a greyhound, 
1389. 

Gromo, man, being, 2990. 
Gf. Gawayn, 1006. 

Gild, good, 4952. 

Gudfader, godfather, 274. 

(Juordon, t<h. a reward, 551 ; vh. 
to reward, 1876. O.ILG. 
iriderlofi, elian^ed in Low 
l^t. into wutenfoiiuniy whence 
It. (juulerthme, O.Fr. guerdon. 

Gycid, ruled ; lit. guided ; 2487. 

(Jynnvng, a beginning, 789, 
3977. 

Hal)ilite {hahlUete), a])ility, dex- 
terity, 2341, 3021, 6139. 

Hal)ill {hahillo)^ able, dexterous, 
mighty, 2355. 

Hable, active, 4536, 4639, 4876. 

1 [abound, abound, 4429. 

Had, wjus 5065, 5326 ; was had 
= was, 5770, 5993 ; jdaced, 
set, 5492. Cf. Fr. y nvnir. 

Ilauiwarde, homeward, 3450. 

llan = hath, 2699. [Prob. an 



error due to the pi. gtmea pre- 
ceding. Fp. text, a misS\ 

Hanche (Jianee\ haunch, thigh, 
3054, 4333 ; handles = 
thighs, 5643. 

Hansell, an eameut^ a gift 
(ironical), 4885. O.N. and 
Dan. handsel. 

Hapne, to happen to do, to 
succeed in doing a things 
5884; hapned, happened on, 
lighted on, 5871. [Wrongly 
translated ; the Fr. has hopper 
= clutch, seize.] 

Hardesse (hat'diesse)^ hardihood, 
5948. 

Hattyd of, hated by, 6091. 

Haunt, to use, je?.167 ; to ex- 
ercise, prove, 2524; go, ap- 
proach (Fr. text, yroit)^ 4396. 
O.Fr. harder, Bur. 

Hauour, possessions, riches, 
wealth, 3191, 3323, 4769, 
5685. Fr. avoir. 

Haused, raised, lifted up, 3083, 
4265, 5883. 

Hautain, loud, 2829, 3403, 3647, 
4192, &c. Ch. 

Ilautanly, loudly, 2185. 

Hautaynly (hmdtemeid), loudly, 
1906, i977, 3317. 

Ilautyng, loud, 236. See 
Hautain. 

Hawse, exaltation, 498. O. Fr. 
hcdty Lat. altiis^ high. 

He, liigh, 132, 4631, 6395. 

Hed, heat, 3557. [Prob. an 
error for hd or hete^ as in 1. 
2935.] Fr. text, chaidt 

Heder, hither, 152, 2843. A.S. 
hidcr. 

Heder-to, hitherto, to this time, 
4412. 

Hend, gracious, courteous, 6144. 
See AIL Poems, 

Hent, to take in hand, undertake, 
598; took, 129, 3909; hent 
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and went = took and went, 
810 ; to have, 1837 ; receive, 
take, i?.157, 683, 2411, 5241; 
to procure, 5740 ; to hent = 
for one to take, 5808; liys 
sight hent = catch with his 
sight, perceive (Fr. text, per- 
ceuair), 5493 ; arrived at, got 
to, 5272 ; received, had, 5009. 
A.S. hentan, to hunt for, catch. 
Ch. 

Herher, arbour, 6024. Ch. 

Herbigage, lodging, 1790. 

Herbiging, taking up their 
quarters, 1313. 

Herbourgh, to harbour, shelter, 
6523. A.S. herebergan. 

Herd, hard, 2586, 4482; herd 
fast, 5645, where Fr. text has 
durefeste = hard feast, said 
ironically. 

Herdly, tending a herd, shepherd- 
like, 5117. [An ill-coined 
word.] 

Herite, heritage, acquisition ; non 
herite = there is no acquiring 
anything, ^.203; inheritance, 
possession, 38. O.Fr. herite, 
contr. fix)m Lat. hereditas. 
Bur. 

Hert, heart, 3206. 

Hertly, heartily, ^.73. 

Hest, behest, command, 90, 907, 
5313. Ch. 

Hiduous, hideous, 5136. 

Hiduou[s]nesse, horror, 3494. 

Hiest, highest, 4925. 

Hild, held, 4994. 

Hire, to hear, 3877, 4763, 5055, 
5529. 

Hiring, hearing, 4202. 

His, sign of gen. case, 4874. 

Hit, it, 3109. 

Hithe, height, 5045. Cf. Heythe 
in Pr. Parv. 

Ho, who, i?.134, J9.136, 2368; 
wliich (of two), 4122, 4131 ; 



whoso, 5377. 

Ho many, how many, 4042. [If 
so, ho should be hou, as else- 
where ; but probably many is 
an error for may, as at 1. 6572, 
and we should read •* ho may " 
= who-ever may.] 

Hodelnesse, secrecy, 2080 ; ob- 
livion, 5961. Hiddlike = 
secretly, occurs in Gen. & Ex. 
1. 2882. C£ Sc. hode, to hide ; 
Jam. 

Hoder, whither, 2764. 

Hour (hoir), an heir, 1973. 

Hoires, heirs, 508, 5323, 5554, 
5684. 

Hold, held as, considered as, 
5204, 5338. 

Hold, faithful, friendly, 2146. 
A.S. hold, 

Holde, holding, possession, ^.34. 
Or else, in holde may mean 
very faithful. See In. 

Hole, holy, 4963. 

Hostage, temporary abode, 2475. 
See hode in Bur. 

Houith, behoveth, 3657. 

Houred, lit. divided in hours, 
hence set, appointed ; always 
in phr. houred braid, houred 
tyde (or the like), =*set time, 
particular moment, 528, 2695. 

Hout, out, 5652. 

How-were-it, howbeit, 3207. 

Hug, huge, 4940, 5959. 

Hume, damp, wet, 2882. Contr. 
from humid, of which the 
Prov. forms are humid, hum it. 
Bind humens. Eaynouard. [The 
Fr. text has merely, en vngpui^.] 

Hurd, 3564, 3765, ] .. 

Hurde, 4783, 5258, j ''^^'^• 

HurteHng, knocking together, 
pushing, tussling, 4328, 4330. 
Fr. heurter* 
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Hy. See An-hv. 
Uy, ha.sten, 2950. Ch. 
HyduoiLs, hideous, terrible, 5770. 
Uyer, in phr. more hyer = 

higher, 5435. 
Hyro, hear, 3388, 4405. 
Hys, sign of gen. case, 6007. 

lape, a jest, 2G36, 5695. Ch. 
lawne (lawme), yellow, 971. 
Iesri4:ron, coat of small mail, 

4335. O.Fr. jazeran, Bur. 

Roq. 
I-horsed, mounte<l on horseback, 

]irovided with horses, 886. 

Image, creature, 1508. 

In, a shortened form of Inly, 

very, exceedingly, 5077, 5899, 

6023. 
Incongrew, unfitly, wrongly, 

4389. 
Tniquite, misery, misfortune, 

4156. 
Inly (lit. inwardly), very, ex- 
tremely, 27, 168, 3950, 4656, 

5072, 58G9. Ch. 
Imwin'o, suddenly, on a sudden 

(?), :5H23. Ai)i)aroutly contr. 

IVoni Vv. iiiffplfte. 
1-now, enough, 1G5, 457, 781, 

HO 1, &r. 
Jnslaunce, time, 10G4, 2932, 

310G. 
Into (en) J in, 875. 
Joint, an arranj^cniont, lit. a 

juneturo or joining together, 

5019. 
lolyc^st, prottie5^t, 343. 
longlyng, jangling, i,o. garrul- 

ousnrss, 375 1 . " Jangelyngo, 

(hwriilncioy Pr. Parv. 
lornay, lit. a day's work ; hence 

trouble, labour, yy.l41. 
lournay, a day, 1851, 40G8; a set 

ilay, 58 ; hence a day's coiillict, 



a fighting-boat^ comliat, 4123. 
Cf. the expresaioii, ''to gain 
the day." 

loustes, joostings, 98d» 989. Ch. 

loynant, adjoining, 4513. 

lo^-ned, enjoined, 5146. 

Is, used as gen. caao ondipg, 
28, 5750. 

lumelles {iumdles)^ stxengthened 
with cross-pieces, made doubiy 
strong, 1182. Fr. Jumeier, 
der. from Lat gemellus. 

lui^rde, a doubtful result, pos- 
sible danger, 5458. Fr. Jeu 
jxirtu 

lustice, vb. to rule, govern, 3807. 

lusticere, a dispensor of justice, 
5308. 

I-wisse, certainly, 4847. A.S. 
geicis. Ger. geinss. 

Kechins, kitchens, 881. 

Kennyng, the extreme distance 
at sea to which the sight can 
reach, 3365. [This distance 
has been much over-rated, as 
thus — " Scylley is a kennyng^ 
that is to say, about xx. miles 
from the very Westeste point 
of Comewaulle ; " Leland, 
Itin. iil f. 6.— "thre ken- 
vf/jifjes ferro on the see, that 
is, one and twenty leghcs 
forre ; " Proso Romance of 
Melusine, fol. 61.] 

Kepe, kept, 2931. 

Keruyiig, cutting, 5889. 

Knakked, hurried(]), 2784. [Tlie 
Fr. text haa Se Iiapa = }iQ 
hastened. "Knock, to movo 
biiskly about;" Wright. But 
see the note.] 

Knakking, knocking, 1733. 

Knowlccliing, knowledge, 2773. 
Kynrcd, kindred, 213. 
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Labbyng, blabbing, 3751. Du. 
• labben, Ch. 
Lachesse, negligence, p. 1 1 , 65 74. 

O.Fr. lachesse. Ch. 
Lad, led, 1251, 2754, 5800 ; led 

over, changed, 2938; con- 
ducted, governed, 5322. 
Lade, passed through, endured, 

8uffei*ed, 3785; much as in the 

phr. to lead a life. 
Lateis, lattice, grating, cage, 

4747. 
Latise, (traille)^ the same as 

Lateis, 4666. 
Launcegay, a javelin, dart, 2108. 

Compounded of Fr? lanee^ and 

zagaysy a Moorish pike, Sp. 

azagaya, Ch. 
Leche, a physician, 5143. Ch. 
Led, kid down, 2889. 
Lemys, limbs, 4237. A.S. Urn, 
Lenght, length, 5859. 
Lepete, leapt, 3046. [An error 

iorlepte; seel, 3070.1 
Lero, to teach, p.77. A.S. Iceran. 

Ch. 
Lese, to lose, 506, 1454, 2892, 

3642, Ac. Ch. 
Lesing, a lie, 6293. A.S. lea- 

sung. Ch. 
Lesing, losing, 5548. 
Lesingmonger, a liar, 3604. 
Lesingour, a liar, 5753. 
Lesse, lose, 3542, 3752. 
Lest, least, 69, 87. 
Lete doo make, caused to be 

made, 5167 ; lete make, cause 

to be made, 691. 
Lette, a hindrance, 5903. Ch. 
Lette, prevented, hindered, 3047. 

A.S. Icbtan. 
Leue, in the phr. parting leue = 

leave taking, 5060. 
Leuer, Uefer, 3205. Ch. 
Leuer, (leuier), a lever, a huge 

mace, 4177, 4265. 
Leuerey, delivery, 560. 



Leuyng, hy8 = during his life, 

5329 ; leuing, life, 488. 
Lifte^ left (hand), 4496. 
Liggingj lying» ^511, 4785. A.S. 

liggan. Ch. 
Light, lieth, 453, 1023, 4523, 

6105. 
Linage, lineage, 1036, 4630, 

4926, 5033. 
Loge, tent, 985. 
I-oggCj l<xi^g> abode, 5168. 
Logges (logtes)^ tents, 2220. 
Loke {enserray^ serre), locked 

up, constrained, bound up, 

1533 ; was locked, was bound 

up, 3774. Ch. 
Lome, frequently, 119. 

" The Lion lete cri, as hit was 
do. 
For he bird lome to tell." 
Pol. Songs : ed. Wright, p. 
197. A.S. gerlome. 
Longing, belonging, 1939, 2671. 
Longith hir, which belongs to 

her, 2415. 
Loos {los\ praise, jp.96, 1225, 

4215,5387. Ch. "Loos, or 

fame." Pr. Parv. 
Loote, lot, 3184. 
Lored^ taught, 3962. See Lere. 
Lorn out fro wit, deprived of 

wit, 3885. 
Losce (perte)y loss, 3434, 3608. 
Lose (/c«j), pmise, ^.157. See 

Loos. 
Louers, louvres {see note), 1175. 

"That no light leopen yn at 

lover ne at loupe.*^ Piers PL 

ed. Whit p. 354. 
Lowpes, loop-holes, 1175. 
Lust, listeth, wishes, desires, p. 

31, 2994; pleases, vouche- 

safes, 286 ; please, 367, 689, 

760 ; hym luste = it please 

him, 5379. 
Lust, sb. will, pleasure, 328. 

A.S. lust. Ch. . 
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Lyn, linen; or rather perhaps, 

flax. A.S. h\ flax. 
Lynde, lime-trees; wodes lynde 

= lime-trees of the wood ; 159. 

A.8. lind, pL linde^ (Ceedm. p. 

197, L 4). 
Lynerey, delivery, 560. 

Made, nuul, 3559. 

Mahyme (mehengnie\ disgrace, 

blemish, 6356. See mahain 

in Bur. and Roq. Cf. It 

mayagna, [Mahifne would 

perhaps be a oettcr spelling.] 
Maillet, mallet, 4698, 4716. 

" Malyet, betyl." Pr. Parv. 
Maine, a suite, 1087, 1305. 
Maistry, in the phr. to gret 

maistry = with great art ; Fr. 

text, 2Hxr grant maistney 4503; 

maistrie, art, skill, 188. 
Maker, poet, author, 6106. 
Malerous, evil-disposeil, 6473. 
Malice, adj, (yrez), angry, irate, 

2780, 3039, 3446, 3537, Ac 
Manhede, manhood, j>.92. 
Manion, many a one, ^.170. 
Muiilyh(Ml, manliness, 4352. 
Munoir, mansion, 619. 
Manson, abode, 51 69. 
Many on, many a one, 634. 
Mar])re, marble, 4101. 
Marclies (tuarchru)^ frontiers, 

and hence, lands, territory, 

5085; frontier-lands, 5314. 
Maree, marsli-land, land ])y the 

sea (0, 1586. The Fr. text 

luis merely, do la contro, O.Fr. 

7/iar6', a marsh. IJur. ^^ MareSy 

Marrty lieu a<iuati(iiie, terrein 

marecageux." Koq. 
Maried, vexed, 4549. [An error 

for Marred, q. v.] 
Markois, a mar({uis, ^.115, 850 ; 

martjuises, 6342. 
Marred (niarriz), vexed, afflicted, 

2140, 3509, 3516. lloq. 



Matrimonia], sb. a wedding* 952. 
Mayne, or Majnee, a suite, a 

company of followera^ house- 
hold, 826, 2456, 4914, 5199. 

O.Fr. maimee. Bur. 
Me, men, people, used like ths 

Fr. any 6562 ; K. Ham, 366. 
Meddes, the midst, 2531. 
Meene, middling; 4061. 
Meene,4613,) n^^an. wav 
Mene, 4983, j ™®*^ ^^' 
Melled (mei^ereni), lit. meddled 

D^'ith ; hence, had to do with, 

weit) busy ahout, 1545 ; (meale), 

lit mixed; hence, smeared, 

2819. 
Melling, an encounter, 1326. 
Memoir, memorial, p.151. 
Menal, menial, 900. 
Menusing, diminution, 6570. 

Cfl O.Fr. menuy minute. 
Mercy, in phr. graunt mercy =« 

many thanks, 5533. 
Messe {niesse)^ mass, 943, 953, 

6095. Ch. 
Methephisike, p,SO. 
Metrely, metrically, 6566. 
Meue, move, 6557. 
Meued, moved, 3275. 
Meiieth, moveth, 5564. 
Middes, amidst, 5779. 
Ministro (mon^tier), minster, 

2596, 2621, 3693. 
Minstre, minster, 3319, 4856. 
Mis-caunce, mischance, harm, 

5642. 
Miscreantes, misbelievers, pagans, 

p.52. 
Misded, misdeed, sin; hence, 

untnith, 5662. 
Misdede, misdid, sinned, 4646. 
Misfall, to have misfortune, bo 

unlucky, 3614. 
Mister, need, 5213, 5874, 6253. 

O.Fr. and Prov. me^ster. Roq. 
Mistriste, mistrust, 4108. Ch. 
Mo,more, 964, 3696. A.S.7/*a. Ch. 
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Moder, mother, 4850, Ch ; adj, 
mother, native, 6573. 

Moisted, moistened, 3574. 

Moisty, moist, 3953. 

Moitees, halves, 5936. 

Moitie (nuntie), half, 734. 

Mondiail (mondain)^ worldly, of 
this world, 18 ; earthly, 
human, 3915. Prov. mondiaL 

Montance, amount, quantity, 
number, 5229. Roq. 

Morteis, to grant in mortmain, 
6083. See Amartir, Cotg. 

Mortesing, granting in mort- 
main, 5287. 

Most, 4987, ) . 

Moste, 5291, j ^^ 

Mouth, to speak, utter, 2852. 

Mow, may, are able, 5446. Ch. 

Muable, changeable, 814. Fr. 
muable. 

Murmurhod, murmuring, com- 
plaint, 3603. 

Musarde (musart), one who is 
bemused, a fool, 5537. Bur. 

Muserde, as Musarde, 5559. 

Muses, thoughts, musings, 3431, 
6513. 

Mustred, fully exhibited, shown, 
3003. O.Fr. inodrer. Sp. 
and Port, mostrar. 

Mynstracy, minstrelsy, 944 ; 
Laneeloty 2762. 

Myustre, a minster, 4987, 5247. 

Natheles, nevertheless, p. 6, 5882. 
Nauee, ship, 5673. See Nave, 

Roq. 
Nawhere, nowhere, 4388, 4483. 
Nay ; in the phr. is no nay = it 

cannot be denied, 501, 8023, 

8665. Ch. 
Nehed, approached, 3005. A.S. 

nehwan, Moeso-G. nehwjan, 
Nere, never, 5702. 
Nerre, nearer, 4111, 5826. A.S. 

neaira. 



Neuer-for-neuer, never at any 

time, 4906, 5139. 
Noblehed, nobleness, 6339. 
Nobles, renown, 21 ; splendour, 

5474. 
Noblesse, grandeur, splendour, 

5438, 5460 ; renown, 2658 ; 

see Noblescey Roq. 
Nobley, fine apparel, rich cloth- 
ing, 2656. 
Noght-for-that (non pourtanf), 

nevertheless, 2815, 4077, 

4222. 
Noisaunce (ewwi), vexation, 1865, 

1892 ; displeasure, 3538, 

5535 ; grief, 3373, 3738, 

3915, 5641. 
Nombred, numbered, 3687. 
Nome, to take, 1403. Moeso-G. 

and A.S. niman. 
Norish, nurse's, 3806 ; nurse, 

3837 ; nurses, 4025. 
Noriture, nurture, 3837. 
Not-for-that, notwithstanding, 

4703 ; nevertheless, 5883. 
Nouell, novel, new, 5194, 5397 ; 

news, 2717, Ac. 
Nouels (nauuelles), news, 45, 

4432, 4740. 
Nouelles, news, 1627, 1949, 

2125, 2206, Ac. 
Noyed {mnoyee), vexed, annoyed, 

242, 1866 ; was vexed, 

grieved, 623. 
Noyng, sorrow, grief, 2126. 
Noyours (nuymna), annoyers, 

foes, 1663. 
Noysance (ennuy)^ discomfort, 

trouble, grief, 383, 401 ; an- 
noyance, offence, 2512. 

O, one, a, 3770, 3773. Ch. 

Occision, slaughter, 5320, 5908. 

Oder, other, 5108. 

Of, ofl^ 5825, 5889, Ac. 
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Offeryng, dealing a blow, 3090. 
Of-fors, perforce, 5487, 5804, 

6405. 
Of-new, newly, lately, 3082; 

anew, again, 3511, 6101. 
On-lif, alive, 4204. Qm, & Ex., 

2417. 
Ooste, host, 1313. 
Ope, open, 4907. 
Or, ere, 4084. 
Ordained {fait ord&nner), made 

provision for, 2428. 
Ordaynyng, set in order, draw 

up, 2222. 
Ordinat, regular, jp.l88. Lat. 

ordinatus, Ch. 
Ordinaunce, appointment, duo 

order, 63, 699. 
Orgulous {orguidleux), proud, 

2955, 4067 ] surly, furious, 

5771. 
Orgulously, proudly, 3543. 
Orison, prayer, 4969, 5171, 

6425. 
Orpheline, an orphan, 1708. Fr. 

orphelin, fern, orpheline. 
Os, as, 554, 2076, 3372, 6424. 

[In the first three passages it 

has been wrongly altered to 

as ; it occurs in some of the 

Piers Plawman MSS.] 
Osey, the name of a wine, 982. 
Other (om), or,jp.l98. 
Ouermette, excessive, immense, 

3101. A.S. ofer-mcete, immen- 

sus. Grein. 
Ouerthwart, perversely, hence 

excessively, 3171. Cf. Du. 

ouerdicarsy athwart. 
Ouise {toit)y eaves, upper edge of 

the wall, 5504. A.IS. efese, a 

margin, eaves. ** Ovis, eaves." 

Banies. Gloss, of Dorset Dia- 
lect. 
Ourtomed, was overturned, 4713. 
Outerly, utterly, 3G83, 4050, 

4291, 5203. 



Outre, utter, speak, 1233, 1563, 

2816, 3156, &c 
Outred, uttered, spoke, 1024, 

1437. 
Outring, uttering, saying, 2647, 

3570. 
Owe, to possess, own, have with 

one, 75 ; fifbene yeres gan 

owe = was fifteen yean old, 

4546. A.S. dgan. 
Owyd {auait), he had, possessed, 

held, 1298. 

Paceyfed ; see Pateyfed. 

Pagent, page, p. 79. 

Pain, 721 ; see Pane. 

Panche, paunch, 5773. 

Pane, a stake, 724, the same as 
Pain in 721. See Pane in Pr. 
Parv. ; ** Panne ds bats is par- 
ticularly the piece of timber 
that sustains a gutter between 
the Toofa of two fronts, or 
houses.'' Cotg. [In both 
places, ^Za would nSetye been 
a better word, as the Fr. text 
has^.] 

Pane, lappet, flap, 5654. " Patiy 
the skirt of a gown, the pane 
of a hose, of a cloke." Cotg. 

Pannes, pains, 1045. Lancelot , 
1273. 

Parage {ixiraige\ parentage, birth, 
475, 0007. Roq. 

Parcas, perchance, 3690. See 
Percas. 

Parcelly, partially, 4015. 

Parde, par Dieu, 155, 3993. 

Parfight, perfect, 3994. 

ParHghtnessc, perfection, 7?. 9. 

Parlement, a parliament, 2363; 
talk, discourse, 2653. 

Part here (partis dyctj), depart 
lience, 2839 ; part to you 
here (j)a?-t toy dicy), depart 
thou hence, 5636. 

Parted, departed, 2972, 5157. 
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Party, side, 228. 

Passe, pace, 60G8. 

Passed, departed tliis life, de- 
ceased, 6182. 

Passingly, surpassingly, very 
richly, 5299. 

Pastay, a pasty, 5945. " Pasty, 
or pye." ft. Parv. 

Pastour (pastour), a shepherd, 
5117. 

Pateyfed (prenait a pastiz), laid 
under tribute, 2530. " Fastis, 
contribution dont on est con- 
venu, accord, convention ; 
pactio.^^ Roq. [The word in 
the MS. is rather "pateyfed" 
than " paceyfed."] 

Pauilon, tent, pavilion, 911, 
1001, 2010, 5416. 

Pauilons, tents, 869, 876. 

Paupires (papier), papers, 4735. 

Pawme, palm of the hand, 4306. 

Pay, pleasure, 824, 1034, 6542. 
lAt pacare, 

Payny (payennie), heathendom, 
Pagan lands, 1564. 

Peled (mlliez), pillaged, 2169. 

Pensell, pennon, streamer, 1720. 
O.Pr. pennoncel. 

Pensifnesse, sorrow, 4982. 

Ponticost, 6182. 

Percas, perhaps, 3521, 5637. 

Perde, par Dieu, 735. 

Perdurable, everlasting, 6489. 

Perdurabelly, 283, ) everlast- 

Perdurabilly, 6496, j ingly. 

Perdurabilite, 3595, ) 

Perdurabibiesse, 6537, j ®^®^ 
lastingness. 

Pere, peer, equal, 3472. Ch. 

Perfixst, fixed, 700. 

Pering, appearing, 5944. Ch. 

Perish, to cause to perish, im- 
poverish, destroy, 3933. 

Permanable, permanent, 6437. 

Perroy (piern's)^ jewelry, 4503. 
Ch. 



Perron, a stone placed to help 

horsemen in mounting or dis- 
mounting, 4974. Gk. petra. 

Cf. It. pietroTie. Bur. 
Pertly, openly, straightway, 5474. 

Cf. Apertly. 
Pesible, soft, gentle ; in wise 

pesible = in an undertone, 

3653. 
Pesibilly, peacefully, 2427,5198. 
Petyvins, men of Poitou, 1362. 
Pight (tendua), pitched, 869, 918, 

6417; set, placed, 5034. 
Pilour, pillar, 6035. 
Pine, pain, sorrow, torment, griei^ 

2899, 3634, 3668; trouble, 

6515. A.S.inw. 
Pipe {t(mneau\ a large barrel, 

properly a half-tun, 5773,5926. 

" Pype, vessel, or halfe-tunne." 

Pr. Parv. 
Pitty (pww), pit, 2882. [Cf. 

Moisty for Moist, Bryghty for 

Bryght] 
Plain, openly, 2994; at once, 

2557. ''Plain, clairement." 

Boq. '* De plain, out of hand." 

Col^. 
Playnly (a plain), openly, 1567. 
Plener, full, plentiful, 2751. 
Plenerly, fully, 1931 ; plainly 

(Fr. plainea pour voir), 2047. 
Plesaunce, pleasure, j?.3, jp.65, 

2?.166,i?.208, &c. Ch. 
PUeth, biendeth, tendeth, 2>.81. 
Plite, condition, 2721, 2803; 

ending plite =: final state, 

death, 5681. 
Ply, to bend, 4188. 
Porete, poverty, 3666. 
Port, 1350, ) ,^, ^- 

Port^, 2680, 5420, j ^^"' ^^' 
Port, Porte, burden, distress, 

3819, 3925, 3987. Fr. porter, 
Portraed, pourtrayed, 5478. 
Poscede, possess, 2629. 
Postell, apostle, 4963. 
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Postelles, apostles, 6477. 
I^oyntement (ce point), point 

agreed on, agreement, 605. 
Predestinat, predestined, 4379. 
Preise {preisse)^ prize, value, 

1518. O.Fr. Preiser, Bur. 
Prented, imprinted, 3859. 
Present, at this present, 2865. 
Presentens, present time, 1439. 

O.Fr. tenBy time. 
Presently, now, 2370, 2841; 

immediately, 4748. 
President, precedent, original, p. 

16. 
Prest, Preste, quickly, readily, 

1697, 2542, 2739, 4486, 5023, 

5403. Fr. prit, O.Fr. pred. 
Preue, privy, secret, 3462. 
Preue, prove, ^.92. 
Preuyd, proved, p. 1 70 ; approved, 

i?.174. 
Preuyngly, with good proof, 

2624. 
Preynted, imprinted, impressed, 

382. "Preontyfl, Inprimo" 

Pr. Parv. 
Preysingly, laudably,^;. 96. 
Prise (2^fis)f high estimation, 

fame, j?.99 ; prize, 3895. 
Procincte (Jenchainte), neighbour- 
hood, precincts, 737. 
rrohcim, p.1% ] .^ 
Prohemy, i?.76, j ^ 
Prologe, prologue, j).76, ^?.210. 
Promisgion ; in phr. laud of pro- 
mission = land of promise, 

Palestine, 4634, 5713, 5759, 

6063. 
Promittyng, promising, 5128. 
l*rossesse ; in phr. within pros- 

eesse = in process of time, 

5288. 
Prys {pris), honour, fame, 5387. 
Psabulmes, psalms, 1670. 
Pulcrious, fair, 1263. Lat. 

pulcher, 
Puuicion, punishment, 3671. 



Purchas, to get, acquiit), 1300; 
attain, reach, 646; attain to, 
have, 733, 1347, 1447, 2939; 
that it may purchace = that I 
may translate it, p.70 1 to 
purchas = to be got^ to be had, 
266 ; purchas sygbes,* heave 
sighs, 194 ; made purchas = 
acquired, 2497 ; liuage gan 
purchas = arrived, 2734. 

Purchassyng, means of recoveij 
(for him), 1375; Fr. Text, 
Oncques homme ne le pouoit 
guerir. 

Purer, poorer, 2872. 

Purueance, provision, 2376. 

Purueyd, provided, 2378. 

Pusance, power, skill, j9. 187. 

Pusant, 4438, ) . , . 

Pusaunt, 212, i "^^^• 

Pusantly, mightily, 2466. 

Quarell (querelle)y suit, claim, 
demand, 5560. "^ QftereUe^ A 
sute, action, or process against," 
Ac. Cotg. 

Quented {aeointe\ acquainted, 
2636. 

Quicke, alive, 384 ; quicke roche, 
live rock, 1125, 4852. 

Quite-clayme, a quit-claim, free 
and full pardon, 1885. Fr, 
text, II est de nous quicte 
clamez, 

Rabbishly, hastily, speedily, 
4690. "Rapyn or hastyn. 
Festino.^* Pr. Parv. [Ravish- 
ing = rapid ; Ch. Shak.] 

Radde, read, 3203, 4651. 

Raid, arrayed, drest, 1992, 4023. 
" Rayd, oniatus,^* Pr. Parv. 

Raid, in the plir. ill raid (fre^ 
vial atourne), = in an e\'il 
plight ; lit. ill dressed, but 
Raymond was imdressed al- 
ready, 2915. 
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Eaide, in the phr. foule raide = 
put into an evil plight, 3090. 
O.Fr. arroier, 

Eamage {Ramaige), wild, uncul- 
tivated, 527. Ch. 

Eandon, impetuosity, 1727. 
O.Fr. randon. 

Rase, to tear, rend, 5884, 6938. 
Fr. raser. 

Eather, sooner, 4011. 

Eaundon, as Eandon, 3048, 
6866 ; haste, 707. 

Eay, array, apparel, 846, 2429. 

Eayd (1), dressed, 2608; (2) 
read, 3186. 

Eaynes, the reins, 4326. 

Eebaude (ribaude), a ribald fel- 
low, a wretch, 2839, 4197^ 

Eeceit, retreat, place of shelter, 
159. O.Fr. recet. Bur. 

Eechaufed, warmed again, 4024. 

Eecluse, become a recluse, 4966. 

Eecomfort (reconfort)^ comfort, 
consolation, 412. 

Eecommend, entrust, 6208. 

Eecreant (recreans)^ defeated, 
utterly worsted, 4781, 5325. 

Eecreantly, disgracefully, 4436. 

Eedoubted, feared, 6168. 

Eedoute, vb, to fear, 2628. Ch. 

Eedrese, to set upright again, 
raise up, 3671. 

Eedyfy, rebuild, 3700. 

Eefection, repast, 6468. 

Eefershing (se Reffreehy)^ re- 
freshing, recruiting, 1306. 

Eegiat way, royal way, king's 
highway, principal road, 5266. 
[Fr. text, h grant chemin.'] 

Eegned, reigned, 5314, 6321. 

Eeioy, rejoice, 766, 2719. 

Eeioyed, rejoiced, 2928, 5042. 

Eeioyng, rejoicing, 426. 

Eekke {rasceillier), a rack (for 
horses), 913. 

Eelcuod, lifted herself up again, 
3789 ; releuod hym, lifted 



himself up again, 4226. 

Eeleuing, lifted himself up again, 
4704. 

Eemayn, in the phr. do it to re- 
mayn = cause it to be carried 
or conducted, 584. [Fr. text, 
le ramenez ; and the £ng. 
word is an awkward copy of it.] 

Eemeue, remove, move away, 
3191. 

Eemew, remove, move away, 
3069, 3943. 

Eemitte, restore, 6242. 

Eenay, deny, 2173, 4310. Fr. 
renier, 

Eenged, drew up in ranks, set in 
array, 2224. 

Eengid, as Eenged, 1316. 

Eentid {reata)^ endowed with 
rents, 6300. 

Eepair (repaire)^ fort, fastness, 
1133; abode, 5168; to your 
repair you take = betake 
yourself to your usual abode, 
i. e. to Poitiers, 574. 

Eepref, reproof, dishonour, 371, 
1256, 1268, 2322. 

Eepreued, reproved, 237. 

Eequeryng, praying, beseeching, 
3174. 

Eequire (requiers), prtLj^ p. 204; 
beseech, entreat^ 2679,6612; 
ask for, 5383. 

Eequiring, praying, beseeching, 
i>.61, 1616, 3362. 

Eesoned, talked to, 791. 

Eesplendising, shining brightly, 
1196,4612. 

Eethoriously, rhetorically, with 
flourishes, 6611. 

Eetrair, retreat, 1001, 4707 ; re- 
turn, 2824 ; withdrawal of a 
thing given, 6697 ; without 
retrair = without fail, 1622, 
5149. "Sans retraire signitie 
sans appel, sans y manquer.'' 
Bur. voL 2. p. 230. ^ 
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Rouel, pleasantry, jesting, sporty 

5193. ''Rm^, . . . badinage, 

plaisanterie." Bur. Ch. 
Rew ; in phr. by rew = in 
^^ order (lit. by row), 5211, 

6500, 6554. Ch. 
Eewardo, look about, consider, 

1190, 2367, 5528. O.Fr. 

reioaw^iUr* Ro<i. 
Rewarded, reganled, beheld, 291. 
Eewme {royanhne), 1467, 1505, 

2412, 5552, <fec. 
Ilewmes, kingdoms, 1647, 1662, 

1669. 
Richesse, riches, 5437. Ch. 
Right {droit), law, 8. 
Riuago, arrival ; riuage gan pur- 

chas = arrived, 2734 ; Fr. 

text, arriva, 
Riuc, open in one's dealings, 

public, openly manifest, 3461. 

" Ryyf, or opynly knowe. 

Manifr^iiSy publicdtus" Pr. 

Parv. 
Riued, arrived, 1350, 6408. 
Roche, rock, 4270, 4935, 5031. 
Romans, romance, 6415, 6417, 

6418, 6420. 
Ron, run; ron in ago = advanced 

in years, 5425. 
Rouglit, recko*!, 5106. 
Route, company, 3787. Ch. 
Routhe, nith, pity, 3084. Ch. 
Row, rough, 120G. A.S. rivh, 

Gor. 7Y>//. Cli. 
Rnvted, snored, 5784. Ch. 
Rudosse, violonco, force, 4272. 

Fr. rN(I('-<se. 
Rychesse, rielies, 5283. 
Ryn, run, 3252. 
liyn (rain), bonier, edge, rim, 

879. Ger. }Yfhi. O.Fr. rain. 
Ryued, arrived, 3248. See Riued. 

Saad, said, 647. 

>Sad, (////. wise, mature, discreet, 
1088, 4876; set, detennined, 



2079. W. sad, firm, discreet 
C£ Dan. $at, O.N. aeUr, 

Sad, adj, (= shad), separated, 
marked out, 576 ; separate, 
2272. M(B80-G. 0&iu2ai», A.a 
scddan. 

Sad, adv. firmly, certaixdy, 874, 
3274 ; determinedly, 2208 ; 
discreetly, quietly, 4104 ; finn- 
ly, fixedly, 3859 ; fuU sad » 
very certainly, 4459. [The 
word is often a mere exple- 
tive.] 

Sagesse, wisdom, 6224. 

Sagilly, sagely, 5316. 

Said, an error for sad = discreet^ 
5788. 

Sain, say, 1183, 2760, 2767, 
2771, 5193. Ch. 

Sain, seen, 729, 762, 2991, 
3099. 

Saluz, salutation, 347, 896, 901. 
O.Fr. Saluz. Bur. 

Samfayl, without £m1, 2351. 

! Rather road mnfail \ aee San- 
ailL] 

Sampler, ^.77, ) original Lat 

Samplere, 2947, j exemplar. 

Sainpnolence, somnolency, slum- 
ber, 4616. 

Sanfaill, without fail, 1590. 

Santred, mused, wondered, 4653. 
Cf. Eng. saunter. 

Sat(;iic<l, satisfied, i. e. well re- 
warded, 1917 ; satisfied with 
presents, 5162. 

Sauacion, salvation, 4970, 5155. 

Sautes, assaults, 2145. Ch. 

Say, essay, attempt, 354. 

Sayand, saying, 206. 

Saying-again, gainsaying, 3242. 

f^^'^^^^\.. \ seen. 
Sayno, /;.186, J 

Sayn, say, 7?. 184. 

Scaberge, scabbard, 2790, 3047, 

3060, 4722. 

Scarmish, skirmish, 2079. 
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Scaturday (sempmedt)^ Saturda y, 

2724. 
Schapel, chapel, 771. 
Schurch, church, 3247. 
Scomfite, to discomfit^ 4198. 
Scomiiture, discomfiture, conflict, 

4148. 
Scripture, writing, record, records, 
^.118, 2076,2115,5484, 5494, 
&c. 
Scorched, scorched, 3551. [Spelt 

acorclied in L 3678.] 
Secundarilie .(secondement)^ a 

second time, 512. 
Sef {sept)y seven, 4181. 
Seff; seven, 4182. 
Seffe, seventh, 1261. 
Sefth, seventh, 4427. 
Seignorie (seignourie), lordship, 
dominion, 55, 5197, 5751 j 
rank, high degree, 339. Ch. 
Seignoried, was lord of, ruled, 

5090. 
Semblable, like, 6488. Ch. 
Semblably (samUablement), simi- 
larly, in like manner, 5330. 
Semblabilly, as Semblably, 1092. 
Semblance, appearance, 1768. 
Semblant («am5^n^), appearance, 

1421. Ch. 
Semble wyse, like wise, like 
manner, 1904. [Cf. lyke-ipyse 
in L 1901.] 
Send, sent, 5273. 
Sentence, meaning, sense, 6558, 

6568. Ch. 
Sentement, opinion, j>. 125. 
Sept, seven, 1670. 
Sepiilture, sepulchre, 3627. Ch. 
Sery, prob. an error for "say," 
3556. [If sery exists, it can 
only mean assert. Cf. Lat. 
seroy It. asserireJ] 
Setterday, Saturday, 5598, 5601. 
Seueralte, separate portions, 3640. 
[The text requires some word 
expressing the exact opposite 



of this, viz. integrity.] 
Sew, to follow, 2002 ; to pursue, 

1751. Ch. 
Sewed, followed, 138, 142, 3980, 

4476, Ac. 
Sex, six, 5281. Lat. sex. 
Shad, shed, 5063. 
Shal, an error for smal, small, 

1393. 
Shameuous, shameful, 3407, 

3444, 5135. 
Share (trenche), shore, cut, 3076. 
She, it; used of a chamber, 

4495, 4502. Fr. la chambre. 
Shend, despoiled, ruined, 4988. 

A.S. scendan. 
Shereful (ckiere), dear, 829. 
Shete, to shoot, 1176. 
Shette (chut)y shot down, i. o. 

feU quickly, 5905. A.S. 

sceotauy unless it be imitated 

from Fr. chitt 
Shill, -shrill, 1997, 2209, 2976, 

3317, 3403. "Schylle, and . 

sharpe (8chille,lowde), AcutuSy 

sorumis'^ Pr. Parv. Du. schd. 
Shiste, 2792. Prob. an error for 

shifle = divided the wood,. 

sliced away at it. " Schyffcyn, or 

pai-t asundyr ; " " Schyfteft, or 

partyn, or delyfi." Pr. Parv. 

Cf. Du. schiften, Dan. skifte ; 

Sw. skiftUy to divide; O.N. 

sMfa^ to cleave, split ; Ger. 

schiefem, to slice off. Tlio 

Eng. shivBy a slice, seems to 

give the true clue to the word. 

The Fr. text has Tant hoiilta 

parcy et par la, where hmdfa 

= hmda, thrust, smote. 
Shitte, to enclose, 655 ; shut, 

4409, 4412; shut in, 3295, 

5791, Ac. 
Sho, she, 836. 

Sighty, visible, 1229. Pr. Parv. 
Simplesse, simpleness, lack of 

skill, 6567,6601, 6608, 6610. 
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Sin, since, 3731, 4113, 6557. 

Sinistre, left, 3049. 

Sith, since; long 8itli = long 
since, 6209 ; euer sith = ever 
since, 4414. 

Sithen, since, 163, 4424 ; after- 
wards, 3187, 3980. A.S. stts- 

Sixte, sixth, 4427. 
Slay (occigt), slew, 1251. 
Sle, to slay, 210, 1367, 3017. 
Slegges (marteaulz), sledge-ham- 
mers, 3000, 3065. A.S. 

siecge. 
Sly, slew, 2090, 3978, 4073; to 

slay, 114. 
Slye {tua)y slew, 147. 
Slyest, slewest, 4254. 
Smortherting, smothering, 3303. 
Soghed, sighed, 2890. 
Sogheth, sigheth, 6164. 
Solain, famous, excellent, fair, 

864, 6104. O.Fr. solempne. 

Roq. [At 1. 864 the Fr. text 

has beaulz,] 
Solain, solitaiy, done in solitude, 

4394; lonely, 5431. O.Fr. 

Boltain, Bur. See Pr. Parv. 
SoUeniply, solemnly, 6192. 
Sompnolence,slumbcr, 5384, 5452. 
Sompnolent, slumberous, 5376. 
Sonly, soon, 4078. 
Sothlese, Sothlesso, truly, verily, 

197, 417, 940, 2657, 3852. 

[Sothlese should mean untnily, 

but the author insists that it 

shall not.] 
Soudan, sultan, 1301, 1315, 

1371, 1383. Ch. 
Soudiour, soldier, warrior, 4081. 

See Pr. I^irv. [Tlie Fr. text 

has fouldreant = one who 

terrifies.] 
Soueravn, supreme, 210, 291, 

297,^387, &c. 
Soule, sole, single, 3G41, 3770. 
Soidy, solely, singly, 4198. 



Souned, sounded, 4718. Ch. 

Sounneth, soundeth, 5782. 

Sowghid, sighed, 1944. 

Sowly, as Souly, 4154. 

Sparcled, scattered, 6480. ** Spkp. 
plynge, or scateiynge, (sparte- 
lynge, sundrynge, sparkelyxig). 
Disffipatio" Pr. Parv. 

SpedfuUy, speedily, 8451. 

Spell, to tell, relate, 5103, 5705. 
A.S. spdlian, 

Spere, sphere, 6509. LaneeM^ 6. 

Sperhauke {espreuier)^ sparrow- 
hawk, 5374, 5396, 6440, 5453. 

Sperhauke, i. e. Sparrow-hawk 
castle, 5413. 

Spored, spurred, 4214. 

Sporing, spurring, 4098. 

Sprancles, sprinkles, tear-dropa, 
4016. 

Sprites, spirits, feelings, affec- 
tions, 4648. 

Staf, a line, verse, 6555. Cf. 
iiig. stave, 

Staffes, lines, 6581. 

Stage, story of a tower, 4925. 

Standede, Standed, stone-dead, 
115, 1376, 2282, 3121. 

Staste, 1723. Douhtless an error 
for Stafte ; they stafto them = 
they ranged themselves in line ; 
an idea repeated in the words 
"putt into ordinance;" for 
the Fr. text has merely, Lars 
se wisdrent en ordonnanee, Ct 
Staff, a line, supra, Kilian 
gives " Staven, Figere, pangere, 
statuere." 

Stede, place, 4686, 4938, 4942. 

Steke, to set, fix, 35 38. G. stcckefu 

Stert'd, stirred, excited, 2217. Ch. 

Stied, mounted, climbed, 5861. 
A.S. stvjun. 

Stikell, steep, 5848. A.S. stlcele. 

Stile, steel, 2259, 2960, 3042. 

Stilen, of steel, 256. 

Stoke, stuck, 3955. 
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Stonde, timo, 3517. iS^ee Stounde. 

Stonde, astonied, 2346. See 
Stoned. 

Stoned, astonied, amazed, 728, 
2940, 4700 ; in a trance, 3569. 
O.Fr. estoner. 

Stonyng (eshahisaeiment), abash- 
ment, cause of shame, 1230. 

stouih^^^p^^^^'^'^^ 

237, 312, 632, 633, 703, &c. ; 
chiefly in phr. that stounde = 
at that time. A.S. atund, Grer. 
stunde. In Du. stond = mo- 
ment, instant. 

Store, 5617. An error for Stere, 
to stir, cause, bring about. 

Stour {egtour)f also Stoure, con- 
flict, combat, 1360, 2231,4165 ; 
pace, rate, 4827. Ch. 

Stourne, stern, 5730. 

Stratte, strait, narrow, 5809. Lai 
strictus, 

Strayned (destraint), strained, 
tormented, 1406. 

Streight, stretched, made ready, 
869, 918, 1005, 5417. A.S. 
etrec^^auy to stretch ; p.p. gea- 
trekt. 

Stroith, straightway, 712. 

Strenght {fort\ a fortress, 1179, 
1184, 1192, 3452, Ac. 

Stroied, destroyed, 2857, 3313, 
4854. 

Stroyng, destroying, 3408. 

Suatte, sweated, 3079. 

Suete, to sweat, 4851. 

Sutfisantly, sufficiently, 3984. 

Sughed, sighed, 5024. 

Sugret, 3848, \ sugared, sweet. 

Sugred, 6029, ] Ch. 

Sured, betrothed, 5087. 

Surmitte, to lay a charge on, im- 
pose a task on, 5606. The line 
mcMis, " To impose a task on 
Palestine, my youngest sister." 
" Sumieitre ; imposor, charger. 



accuser." Roq. 
Surrend, to restore, render back 

again, 4986. 
Suster, sister, 5595. A.S. sjister. 
Sustre, sister, 5606. 
Sustres, sisters, 5575. 
Swatte (treame)^ sweated, 2781, 

2876, 4929. 
Syn, afterwards, J7.176; since, 

4928. See Sin. 
Synny, sinful, 5218. 

Tach (tache)y a blemish, 1265. 

Tacked (attachierefU)^ attached, 
4802. Pr. Parv. 

Taking, sb. capture, 4920; vb, 
taken, 4921. 

Talmondois (taiUemondoiz), 1 224. 
Prob. the name of a place, as 
taUle = district. Roq. 

Targe, target, shield, 4212. 

Tasting, feeling, testing, 4491. Ch. 

Teise, draw near to, approach, 
1295. 

Tend, vexed, grieved, 2328 ; ir- 
ritated, disquieted, 5785 ; was 
vexed, incensed, 3213. A.S. 
teonauy to vex, irritate, incense. 

Tende, kindled ; debate tendo = 
kindled strife, 2097 ; kindled, 
lighted (Ft. text, alumer font)^ 
2136. A.S. tendariy to light, 
kindle. 

Termyne, to finish, bring to an 
end, 5996. 

Terrene, earthly, 417. 

Terrenly, as regards lands; 
wurthy terrenly = a great 
landholder, 5014. [The Fr. 
text has sera grant tem'en, 
where terrien = terrier, seign- 
eur qui a beaucoup de terres.] 

Tewisday, 2670, 3247, ) Tues- 

Tewsday, 3309, 5763, j day. 

Tha (i72),'they, 1365. 

Thaken (esprins), taken, seized, 
3292. 
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Thaught, taught, 98, 768, 3962. 
The, prosper, 4959. A.S. JeJn. 
Then, ten, 3477. 
Thenke, think, 3801, 3804, 3815. 
Ther-hens, thence, 4345. [IVr- 

haps an error for Tlier-thens.] 
ITier-thens, thence, 3125, 3350, 

4818, 5070, 5517, 5763. 
Therthoroiigh, thereby, 3149. 
lliis, thus, 2892, 3424. 
Tho, those, 1343, 1653, 3176, 

3218, Ac. ; A.S. \>d. Ch. 
Tho, then, 253, 4534, 5391. 

A.S. \>a, Ch. 
Thorught, through, 3863. 
lliought, though, 6611. 
Thrall, adj. subject, 4714. 
Tliraste, to thrust, 4233. 
llirow, time ; that throw = at 

that time, 626 ; in a throw, in a 

brief space of time, 3360. See 

Pr. Parv. A.S. \>rah. CL 
Thwanges, 568, | thongs. A.S. 
Thangos, 582, ) \wang. 
Thyme {tem}^)^ weather, 2735. 
lliys, thus, 297, 3218, 3279, 

5069. 
Tiinl)ro {fmf), wooden hilt, 1377. 
Tinmdiso, tyranny, 4732. 
Tirandisso, tyranny, G487. 
To, two, ;>.i73, 31, 114, 1G48, 

1G41), 1051, &c. 
To-auaunce {ton dttwnicic.r) i)rc- 

coding (you) ; man to-auaimce 

=r am-'ostor, 55G6. 
To-horo, native, G563. 
To-breke, brake, very nmcli, 5893. 

A.S. to-hrccuK. 
T(M'ha])i)ed {detrenchc),c\ii small, 

2272. 
Togeders, together, 102, 1027, 
^^ 1727, <&c. 
Told, accounted ; noght told of 

= thought nothing of, 3029. 
To-rent, rent severely, 5G48; 

quite broken, 4290. * Ch. 
Toniorne, to-morrow, 2749. 



Torn, turn, 2764, 2838, 2938, 

3043, 6566; return home, 

5266. Ch. 
Tomed, turned, 3738. 
Torning, 2905, ) . 
Torn^-ifg, 3449, J *^^- 
To-stoniste, much astouiahed, 

2198. 
To-tere, to tear severely, 5938. 
To-tore, tore severely, 5872. 
Tour, a tower, 4662, 4772, 4907. 
Tour, a turn, circuit^ 3875. Fr. 

tour, 
Townishe peple (cdles de la vUle)y 

people of the town, 2443. 
Toxicat (envdynie), poisoned, 

1333, 1429. 
Traiteresse, traitress, 2770. 
Trauers, in the phr. in irauers 

(au irauers) f across, 1161 ; 

across, sideways, 5886. 
Trauersing, changing about, 

changing the place of words, 

6562. 
Traying, for Tarying, tanying, 

49. See note. 
Trenchand, cutting, 3045. Ch. 
Trewage, tribute, 4729, 4739, 

0154. O.YT.treUytreuaf/e. lioq. 
Trimble, tremble, 3997. 
Trought, truth, 2919, 3697. 
Trouth, truth, 3710. 
Trowe {frou)j a hole, 4270. 
Trowing (ae croy Ip), as I suj)- 

pose, 3575, 4260 ; expecting, 

trusting, 4206. 
Trusse, sh. a bundle, 720; (see 

IV. Parv.) ; pack off, begone, 

3011. O.Fr. torser^ fritter, 

Bur. 
Trussing (de^tnn'sa}d), making 

(tliem) pack olf, routing (them), 

2154; perhaps here used iu 

the sense of destroying. 
Tydy, timely ; tydy stoundc, 

timely moment, 5722. Cf. Ger. 

Zrififj, 
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VailJ to avail ; but used in phr. 
vail that vail might = happen 
what may ; Fr. text, vaille que 
vaiUe, 2672. 

Uaillant, valiant, 4650. 

Ualay, valley, 4160. 

Ualey, vaUey, 584, 725, 747, Ac. 

Valoure, value, power, ^.50, 3899. 

Uandosme, 3484. This is a pro- 
per name (the modem Ven- 
d6me), and the allusion to it 
must be a proverb. The line 
means, " By the tears of Van- 
dosme's beauty," (or face, or 
appearance), though " hys 
fair " is merely expletive. Fr. 
text, Et^ pour la lanne de 
vandosme. 

Uarray, very, 5399. 

Uermaill (vermeiUofi), vermilion, 
scarlet, 3213, 4279, 5477. 

Uerray, very, 4652. 

Uiage, journey, expedition, 3123, 
5820; purpose, 3953; neces- 
saries for a journey (Lat. 
viaticum), 5020; of viage = 
on their journey, 2476. Ch. 

Uilloiiied, dishonoured, slighted, 
2993. O.Fr. vilainer. Bur. 

Vilously (mllainement), insult- 
ingly, 2861. 

Uitaill, victuals, eatables, 5022, 
5466. Ch. 

Uitaillouns, 987. An error 
for uitaillous, eatable, life- 
sustaining. 

Vmbleste, humblest, 4842. 

Unbore, unborn, 3709. 

Unconnyng, unskilful, 6610. 

Vnconnyngnesse, lack of skill, p, 
12. 

Vnfold, explained, 2?.130 ; to 
narrate, relate, 893, 4372, 5124 ; 
visibly, openly, plainly, 697, 
2350, 5038 ; produced, given 
birth to, 4401 ; unfold of = 
brought forth by, 465 (cf. 1. 



4401); narrated, related, 5990; 

evident, manifest, openly dis- 
played, i?.35, 26. 
Vnhaply, by ill chance, 5918. 
Unknow, unknown, 843, 4954. 
Unmesurabelnesse, want of moder- 
ation, talkativeness, 3594. 
Unmete, immense, measureless, 

5775. A.S. unmette. 
Unnethes, scarcely, 318, 778, 

1405, 1703, Ac. A.S. un-eda. 

Ch. 
Vnperfight, imperfect, sinful, 

5225. 
Vnshit, ) to open, 3601 ; open- 
Vnshitte, j ed, 3945, 4747, 5792. 
Vnwenmied, unblemished, 6569. 

See Wemme. 
Uoide, to depart, 4109, 5590. Ch. 
Uoided, departed, 5639 ; avoided, 

3084. 
Uois, voice, 2404, 3547, 4870. 
Uolente (voulente)^ "wish, desire, 

47, 3473. Ch. 
Voluntarily (voulentiers), gladly, 

5055. 
Uomed, foamed, 3215. 
Uoyding, avoiding, 4672. 
Vre, common custom, habitual 

use, 3722. See Nares* Glossary. 

Wacche, watch, 6523 ; to watch, 

6375, 5395. 
Wacchyd (veilla), watched ; 

wacchyd his person = took 

heed to himself, kept himself 

awake, 5518. 
Wace, was, 4769, 4844, 5243. 
Waillant, valiant, 5354. 
Wak, ) to watch, 5444, 5454. 
Wake, j Ch. 
Waked, watched, 5461. 
Waking, watching, 5527. 
Walling, welling up, 4161. A.S. 

weallen, Gor. ttcUlen. 
Wallure {inure), walls, 1152, 

5504. 
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Waloping, galloping, 4827. Kilian 
gives **Galoppe, waloppe" in 
Appendix. See note to the line. 

AVarant, safeguanl, defence, 4195 ; 
to guard, save, 4201. 

Wardain, warder, 4415. Ch. 

Warde, sb, custody, 4824 ; ch, 
giiard, 6003, 5005; cf. garde 
in L 5004. 

Wanle {gnrdfz)^ take care, bo- 
ware, 805, 834. 

"NVarentod (j)OHoit garir), de- 
fended, savinl, 2237. 

AVarly, warily, 41, 42G7 ; adj, 
warlike, 13G2. 

'NVayiueuted, lamented, 3324. 
O.Fr. iraimcutvr. liiir. 

Waymenting, lamenting, 4953 ; 
hJk a lament, 3459. OIl 

Womme, spot, blemish, 466. 
A.JS. innn. 

Wend, to turn about, 6566 ; 
went, i. 0. arrived, 3 153 ; 
went, 2264 ; turned, over- 
turned, 2104. 

Wondyng, turning, 2905. 

Wont, weened, knew, 5646. See 
n<>t<* to tlni lino. 

Wero {iinnrr), war, 2980, 3056, 

:n72, 4or)(;, <S:c. 

AVoro, whotluT, 5059. See Wlier. 
AVcro, wjirv, iOO.S, 
Worly, wailiko, 1501, 4148. 
Worn (rftr(,f/fh'/'(ffr), dvuVy rofuse, 

rofiisc to ao,7>.126, 5r)6, 1404. 

A.S. try man. 
Worn, wjirn, 4107. A.S. irrnmn. 
Worno, to dony, rofuse, 82, SQy 

520 ; Hcc Worn. 
Worro, war, 3050, 4429. 
AVori-od, warrod on, 5318. Ch. 

Worroly, in a warlike way, 1741. 
AVorsom, woary, 4406 ; wersom 
goste = tirod, oppressed sjurit. 
Wher, ( whether, 359, 4048, 
Whore, ] 4654, 4657, 5083. 



Where {guerre), war, 1281. 
Where-hens, whence, i». 1 1 4, 335 1, 

3383, 5489. 
Wherethorugh, whereby, 447, 

3389, 4404. 
Wherethorught, wherefore, 3079. 
Whight (kardis)y nimble, vigor- 
ous, 2522. Suio-G.iTf^. Sw.ri^. 
Whilis, whilst, 5597. 
Wice, wise, 4896. 
Wight, nimble, swift, 4910. Ch. 
Wightly, quickly, 326 ; nimbly, 

2260, 4226 ; soon, 4697, 

4843 ; strongly, vigoronsly, 

3066, 4699. 
Wighty, nimble, quick, ( ==« 

Wight), 4704. Cf. Bryghty, 

Pitty, Moisty. 
WilfuU, willing, glad, 1641. 
Will, adv. well, 5527, 6171. 
WilnjTig, wishing, 3178. Ch. 
Win, to rise, get up, 2986. See 

Jam. 8. V. Win — " to win up^ 

to rise." 
Witli, used in the sense of by, 

4673. Ch. 
Withdraught, withdrawal, 5927. 
Withsay, to gainsay, 86, 3235 ; 

refuse, 5520. A.S. wi^tavgr/an. 

Withsaing, gainsaying, 482." Si*^ 
1. 485. 

Wo, wlj. sad, 2538, 2562. Ch. 

Woer, sadder, 2855. 

Wode, mad, 3291, 4897. Ch. 

Wonianhed, womanhood, 2315. 

Wonderly, wondrously, 26, 5282 ; 
won< Irons, 1241. 

Wone (drmf.'ure), dwelling, 5780. 
Vh. [Tlie MS. has lone.] 

Wordle, world, 166, 2049, 4838, 
5782. " Al fe welthe of pis 
irordle. and fo woo bofo." 
Piers Plow. od. \\Tiitaker. 1. 10. 

Wonllv, worhllv, 457, 2644, 
2923 ; mort<d,*'ll77 ; living in 
tliis world, alive, 3533. [Ixiyfce^ 
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lot, 3184, Jtas ward = warld, 
world. So werd = world in 
Gen. 4- Ex. 32, 1315.] 
Worle, world, 3816, 3841, 4007, 

5179, 5353, &c 
Worly, worldly, 3838, 41 10, 4373, 

6510. 
Worm, a large serpent, 5859. 

A.S. icurm. O.N. ormr. 
Wormes, serpents, 5772. 
Wout, wot, know, 761. 
Woxin, become, 3436. 
Wrake, harm, hurt, 5933. A.S. 

wrcec. 
Wraste, wrested, L e. pierced, 

1377. 
Wrete, written, 6401. 
Wreth,tf6. wrath, 231 ; t»6.to make 

angry, 2856. 
Wrethed, made angiy, 4853. 
Wit)ght,2780, ) 
Wrought, 3543, / ^^^^ 
Wrothed, was angry, 1254. 
Wurght, adj. worth, 5940. 
Wurghtinesse, worthiness, 5959. 
Wyght, a wight, a creature, 3992. 

A.S. wiht. 
Wyghtly (vistement)^ nimbly, 

quickly, 235, 333. 
WylfuUy, at wdl, 327. 
Wyn, to go, 3253. See Win. 

Yaf, gave, 218, 559. 
Yaife, 1587. Here porte yaffe = 
left harbour, set sail. 



Yando, yonder, 5827. 
Yanyng, yawning, 5852, 5941. 
Yef, gave, 652. 
Yeif, give, i?.191, i?.196, i?.209, 

75 ; given, 88. 
Yefte, gift, 550. 
Yeman (var/erf), a yeoman, a squire, 

5164, 5174. 
Yerfull, ireful, angry, 3258. 
Yeue, give, i e, deliver, 462. 
Yeuyng, giving ; but used as == 
had given, 4720 ; giving,i?.47. 
Yif, given, 5557. 

Yifte, gift, 558, 687, 5401, 5406. 

Yiftes, gifts, 1071. 

Yongling, youngling, youth, 3843. 

Youthnesse, youth, 5221. 

Yowlownesse {crinx Wo/w),yellow- 
ness, 3887. 

Yoy,joy, 3760, 3991. 

Ypocras, the name of a com- 
pound wine, 972. 

Yre (/er), iron, 1377, 2786, 2999. 

Yrous, angry, 4889. 

Yrously, angrily, 4692. 

Yut, yet, i>.21, 3709, 5351, &c. 

Ywis, certainly, j?.l 16. 

Zowning {se pasme)^ swooning, 
287, 3569, 3776 ; a swoon, 
3781. 

Zownyngly, swooningly, 3566. 

Jere, years, 126. 
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[In this index, the references under words in larg;e capitals are to the jMyw of 
the book ; otherwise, the references are to the lines. By p. is meant pa^, rad by 
;>ro/. the" Prologtte."] 



Albany, 4386, 53G2. 

Allexaundre, 6322. 

Almayn, 2066. 

Amerts, Amerib, or Amerte, 
earl of Poitiers, jf^.S ; adopts 
Raymond, p»ll ; goes out 
hunting, p.l2 ; is accident- 
ally slain by liaymond, j|i>.16 ; 
is buried, p.29, 

Angoy (Anjou ?), 9G8. 

A nthonye, prol. 177. 

Antony, or Anthonye, fourth 
son of liiiymond and Melusine, 
pAS; besieges Luxembourg, 
p.Gi ; marries Christian, 2>. 71 ; 
further notice of him, ^?. 184. 

Aras (Amis), 2640. 

Ardennes. See Dardane. 

Arist(jtle, quoted; proL7S. 

Aritrige (== Autrigo, i. o. Aus- 
tria), 2497. Ft. text. Anfriche. 

Armenia. See Hermeny. 

Arminiens, 1604. 

Arragon, or Airigon, 4636, 5168, 
5607, 5709, 5764, 5768. 

Arthur, prolyl, 5748. 

Aucerre (Auxerre), 975. 

Auoblon, or Aualon, 4548, 4644, 
4858. 



Ausoy (Alsace), 1700, Ac 
Ausoys (AJsacians), 1703, 1733, 

1736, 1743, 1750, 1754. 
Ayglon, 5007. 

Bachus, jpro/. 37. 
Barry. See Salz. 
Baueres (Bavaria), 2066. 
Bernagant, 4312 ; an error for 

Ternagant = Termagaunt. 
Bertmm, son of Amerye, 28. 
Bertram, son of Anthony, and 

grandson of Melusine, becomes 

king of Alsace, j[>. 90. 
Bewme (Beaune), 970. 
Bew-repair, 1171 ; Fr. text, 7e 

hourg ou a ynoult beau Repaire. 
Bewuais (Beauvais), 2640. 
Blanche (daughter of Amerye), 

27. 
Brehaigne (Bohemia), 1696, 1939, 

1951, 1972, 5328. 
Brehaignons (Bohemians), 2072, 

2093, 2116, 2154, 2182. 
Bretain, 5086. 
Brough-dieu, 2623. 

Cambrere, 5359. 
Celestinea, 5961. 
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Charlemain, 6359, 6300. 

Chartrcs, 2633. 

Ciprcsse (Cyprus), 1297, 1467, 
1600,6317,6275. 

Ciprian, king, 1142, 1352, 1437. 

Ciprian, a man of Cyprus, 1414. 

Cipriens, men of Cyprus, 1316, 
1332, 1338, 1400, 5351. 

Coinqs, also spelt Quonig, Conijs, 
and Comquez, a mountain in 
Arragon, 4607, 4625, 6708, 
6061. 

Columbere (Coulombiers), 34, 
125, 146, 866, 1099. 

Comquez. See Coinqs. 

Constantinoble, 946, 4516. 

Couldrette, author of the French 
version of the romance, 6423, 
6433. 

Craquo, kino op, ^.76; killed 
by Raynold, ^.82 ; burnt by 
the men of Alsace, p.S3, 

Cristian, daughter of the duke 
of Luxembourg, jr?.64 ; gives a 
feast to Anthony and Eaynold, 
7^.68; pardons the king of 
Alsace, i>.70; is married to 
Anthony, p.7l ; asks Anthony 
to wear the arms of Luxem- 
bourg, p.7b. 

Crius, 5672. 

Dardane, 2488. An error for 
cCArdenneSy the place meant 
being the French department 
named Ardennes. 

Denmarke, 2466» 

Digon (Dijon 1), 974. 

Dingenon, 982. 

Eglentine, daughter of the king 
of Bohemia, p.l^ ; laments his 
death, ^.79 ; besieged by the 
Saracens, id, ; welcomes the 
king of Alsace, 2>.83 ; is mar- 
ried to Raynold, ;?.87, 88. 

Englande, 5357, 5741, 5968, 



6006. 

English Knight, the ; his advent- 
ure in Arragon, 5741 — 5971. 

Ermynbe, daughter of the king 
of Cyprus, i3.51 ; laments his 
sore wounds, J9.52 ; besieged 
by the Saracens, ^>.53 ; made 
heiress by her dying father, 
/?.66 ; marries Uriens, ;).59. 

Esclauons, 2075, 2091, 2094. 

I«:stables, 978. 

Faborugh, 2496. An error for 
Friburg; Fr. text, hrihmmj. 

Famagouce, Famagousta in Cy- 
prus, 1299, 1304. 

Flourye, daughter of the king 
of Armenia, p.61 ; marries 
Guy, JO. 62. 

Forest, earl of; 36, 60, 79, 91, 
101. 

Forest, earl op. Ses Fromounte. 

Fraunce, 5687, 6388. 

Frige (Phrygia), proL^6, 

Frise (Friesland), 2463. 

Fromont, seventh son of Ray- 
mond and Melusine, pA9 ; 
asks his father if he may turn 
monk, J0.92 ; becomes a monk 
at MaiUezais Abbey, ^;.95 ; is 
burnt by Geoffrey, p.96 (of 
which there is a more detailed 
account, jyjy. 1 1 3 — 1 1 7). 

Fromounte (earl of Forest), 
tempts Raymond to find out 
where Melusine goes on a Satur- 
day, J9.98 ; is threatened by 
Raymond, p.lOl ; slain by 
Geoffrey, p. 102 (of which there 
is a longer account, 7?ji>.169, 
170). 

Gappray (Gbofprey), sixth son 
of Raymond and Melusine, 
^.49 ; says he will fight the 
giant Guedon, ^.91 ; his fight 
with Guedon, /?/?.105-— 109; 
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slays Giio<lon, ;7.1 10 ; says ho 
will go to Xorthumberland, 
7^.113; burns down Maillczais 
abbey, ;;/>.114 — 117; goes to 
NorthumlHjrlaml, 7;.118 ; he is 
to rebuihl the abbey, />. 129; 
fights with the giant Grimokl, 
jtp.lil — 151 ; enters the en- 
clmnted mountain, pp.155 — 
164; shiys Grimold, 7>.163; 
sees Raymond, y>.167; kills 
his uncle Fromounte, p.l70 ; 
rebuilds the ablKjy, ;?.176 (of. 
/>.182); is assoiled by the 
lH)pe, y;.l80 ; goes to Mont- 
serrat, y>.181 ; hears of Pale^s- 
tine's treasure, p.207 ; falls ill, 
p.20S; dies, and is buried in 
the abbey, i?.209. 

Oawayn, proL 97. 

Gian (Guienne), 6362. 

Greffon, son of Uriens, 1562, 
1584, 1585. 

Grimold tub giant, is sought 
by Geolfrey, ;?/?. 1 4 1 — 1 44 ; 
fights with Geoffrey and flees 
away, ;>;>. 145 — 151 ; found and 
slain l)y(;oo(rrey,77;.lGl—lG3. 

(lUKDON THE GIANT, wastCS 

CiU(*n*{uule, y;.91 ; figlits with 
( Jeoirrcy and is slain, />/>. 105 — 
110; was cousin to Ciriniold, 
p. US. 

(aim-ando, 2950, 3140, 3157, 
3343, 4832. 

Guy, third son of Eaynioiid and 
Melusin(s p.iS ; goes to C'y- 
prus, p.5\ ; aids tho king of 
Cy])riis,y>.52 ; marries Floiirye, 
and is king of Armenia, j)j). 
61, 62 ; alludod to, 7y.l83 and 
/;.192. 

IIklmas, king of Albany, and 
husl)and of Prosinc, father of 
Melusine, Melior and Pales- 
tine, j).li)'2 ; enclosed in the en- 



chanted mountain^ p.l5S ; his 
tomb, />.156 ; his history, pp, 
157—160 ; alluded to, pp.l6S, 
173, 193, 199, and 207. 

Henneny (Armenia), 1637, 5321, 
5369, 5372, 5391,5672, 6275. 

IIoRRiBLE, eighth son of Raymond 
and Melusine, p. 50; Melu- 
sine advises that he be slain, 
2).12S ; he is stifled in a cave, 
;>.137 ; alluded to, ^.184. 

Hungery, 5993. 

lason, 1573. 

Ihesu, 6525, 6539. 

lohan of Pertenay, 6217, 6233. 

ludas Iscariot, 3337. 

lupiter, 4313. 

King of Bohemia ; see Brehaigne. 
King of Craquo (Cracow) ; fee 

Craquo. 
King of Cyprus ; see Ciprian, 

king. 
King of France, 6265, 6272. 
Kino op Hermtne (Armenia) ; 

his adventure at Si)arrow-hawk 

Castle, ^V;. 186— 195. 

Lancclet, prol.^5. 

Latin, 6558, 6505. 

Lesignen , prol. 1 35, prol. 195. See 
Lusignen. 

Lorhicr, 2480. 

Lusignen, built and named, 1138 ; 
name alluded to, 3725 ; used 
aa a war-cry, 5352 ; the ro- 
mance named from it, 6420. 
[Mentioned very often.] 

Luxembrough, 1235, 1697, 1802, 
2090, 2475, 5333. 

Lyon (pope Leo), 4904, 5144, 
\5150. 

Mahregon, prol.\12. 
Maohon, 31. 
Mahounde, 310, 4313. 
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Mailers Abbey (now Maillezais), 
1252, 2553, 2581, 2591, &c. ; 
burnt down, 2666, 3291— 
3325 ; rebuilt, 5104 ; Geoffrey 
is buried there, 6099. 

Margot, 4312. 

Mars, 2671. 

Mathefelon, 6236, 6301. 

Medee (Medea), 1572, 1575. 

Meisiere (Mezieres), 2492. 

Mel (Melle, dep. Deux Sevres), 
built, 1199. 

Melior, second daughter of Hel- 
masand Presine, j9. 159 ; alluded 
to, I?. 174; keeper of Sparrow- 
hawk Castle, ^.185 ; interview 
with the king of Armenia, pp. 
190—194. 

Melusine, eldest daughter of 
Helmas and Presine, jt?.158 ; 
her doom, 2?. 169 ; meets with 
Raymond, 2>/>- 19 — 27 ; marries 
Raymond, p/?.33 — 44; builds 
Lusignan, Mel, Ac, ppA5, 47 ; 
her children, pp. 46—50, p.92; 
is seen bathing by Raymond, 
p,lOO; comforts Raymond, 
^.104 ; Raymond calls her ser- 
pent,/?. 124 ; she reproaches him 
and bids him adieu, 2:^.125 — 
134 ; is changed into a serpent 
and vanishes, p,lZ5 ; reai> 
pears, p,\39 ; her name ox- 
plained, j9. 45. 

Merkministre, 2622. 

Merlyn, 5973. See note. 

Meniant (Mervent), built, 1200 ; 
given to Thierry, 5007. 

Meuse (river), 2491. 

Midas, proL36, 

Mont-sarrat (Monserrat in Arra- 
gon), 5148, 5169, 5296, 5305. 

Mychaell, 6462. 

Norbelande (Northumberland), 
3163, 3168, 4055, 4726,4823. 
Norway, 6278, 6280. 



Octauian, 2. 

Oedes (Eudes), second son of 
Melusine, pAl ; marries 
daughter of the earl of Forest, 
j?.63 ; alluded to, p,l83. 

Ortholegne, 2464. 

Palestine, youngest daughter of 
Helmas and Presine, p.l60 ; 
mentioned,p.l74andj9.193; she 
guards her father's treasure in 
Arragon, 7?/).196, 197. 

Panebourght (Pembroke), 5357. 

Partenay (Parthenay), proL 122, 
prolU6; buUt, 1204. [Men- 
tioned very often throughout 
the poem.] 

Partenay, lord of, 6145 ; date of 
his death, 6182. 

Partenay, lohan of ; eee lohan. 

Pareys (Paris), 2640, 5690, 6202. 

Payny (pagan lands), 1564. 

Pa>Tiymes, 1328, 1385, 13^5, 
1469, &c. 

Peyters (Poitiers), pro?. 121, 3, 
21, 32, 174, 521, Ac. 

Peiteuin (a Poitevin, a man of 
Poitou), 1374. 

Petyuins (Poitevins), 1362, 1733, 
1743, (fee. 

Peito (Poitou), 1220. 

Penticost, 6182. 

Perceuale, proL 9 7. 

Perregort, 6354, 6372. 

Poiters, 53, 64, 89, Ac. Sec Pey- 
ters. 

Polin (Apolin), 4312. 

Pope, the; 2636, 5144, 5156, 
5216, 5224, 5253. 

Presine, wifeof Helmas, /7/7.157 — 
160; mentioned, p. 174. 

Promission, land of (land of 
Promise, Palestine), 5713, 
5759, 5786, 6063. 

Quonig, 4607. See Coimis. 
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Raymound, son of the earl of 
Forest, adopted by EarlAmery, 
j?.ll ; hunts with Amery, and 
acMjidentally kills him, ppA2 — 
18 ; meets with Melusine, 
whom he marries, pjj.19 — 42 ; 
permits his son Fromont to 
turn monk, 2ij),92 — 95 ; is 
tempted to see where Melusine 
goes on a Saturday, pp.9S, 99 ; 
sees her batliing, pAOO; his 
rage, and self-reproaches, 
2}j},lOl — 104 ; hears how the 
abbey of Maillezais is burnt, 
and visits the ruins, pp.ll9 — 
121 ; Ins grief, and how he 
called Melusine a serpent, 
2tp.l22 — 124; his adieu to 
Melusine, and lament at her 
loss, PJ9.135, 136 ; sets out 
for Rome, /?.173 ; is i)anloned 
by the pope, p,l77 ; becomes 
a hermit, ^j|/>.178, 179; dies, 
p.lS2. 

Raymond, ninth son of Raymond 
and Melusine, 7>.92, /.2550 ; 
where " Fromont " is a mistake 
for ** Raymond " ; becomes 
carl of Fon*st, />. 184. 

R.vYNOLD, iifth son of Melusine, 
7?. 49 ; goes with Anthony to 
Luxembourg, y7>. 03 — 08 ; goes 
with him next to Bohemia, 
7>/x74 — 85; marries Kglentyne, 
jfj/.S(j — 89 ; mentioned again, 
/y.l84. 

Ris, 980. 

Rochel (Roclielle), 31, 908; 
built, 1219 ; oho 1282, 2529, 
3807, 5110, 6401. 

Romain (Romance?), 972. 

Romayns (Romans), 2409. 

Rome,' 200, 4904, 5O08, 5119. 

8aixts, invocation of. On ;>;;. 
221, and 222, the following 
saints are invoked : SS. Agnes, 



Andrew, Augustin, Clement, 
Cuthbert, Denise, Edith, Ge^ 
main (Germanus), lohan the 
baptist^ Katerine, Laueience, 
Martin, Mary, Magdeline, 
More (Maurice), Mychaell, 
Nicholas, Paul, Peter, Seuerine 
(Severinus), Siluestre^ Steuin 
(Stephen), Vincent Also at 
p.22^ thanks are given to & 
John the apostle, S. Michael, 
and the Virgin Mary. 

Si Cross, church of; 6189. 

Seint Johan-of-Angely (now St 
Jean d*Angely), 976. 

Seint lougon, 975. 

Seint Lowes (Louis IX.), 6199. 

Seint Martin's, 2630. 

Seint Messent (St Maixent), 
1200. 

Seint pursain (St Poui^ain-eur- 
Allier), 980. 

Salz and Barry (Salisbury), proL 
178. 

Sarasins, 1311, 1330, 1964, 
2089, 2099, &c.; all killed 
and burnt, 2290. 

Sanusvne, 309. 

Saturday, 490, 2724, 5598,5001. 

Soudan' (Sult^m), 1317 ; killed, 
1381. 

Spiahauke castell, romance of; 
5370—5078. 

Suriens, 1387. 

Terrv. ^V Thierry. 

Tewsdav, 2070, 3309. 

Theoph'illus, 0459. 

TiiiKRRY, ti'nth and youngest son 
of Melusine, />.92 ; is to bo 
1(H-(1 of Parthenay, p.US ; 
nursed by ^Melusine by night, 
7^140 ; goes "with Geoti'rey, 
7/. 173; governs Parthenay, 
p. 1 75. 

Thohmse, 5159, 5199, 5982. 

Tiberius Cesar, 7>;*o/.28. 
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Tourain, 970, 2629. 

Toures, 2629. 

Tourimz (Tours 1), 974. 

Trinite, the ; 6434, 6547. 

TriBtram, 6750, 6008. 

Trompe (name of a tower), 1186. 

Turkes, 1387. 

YaleriuB Maximum, prol,2,l, 

Yandosme, 3484. 

Vauuant (Vouvent), built, 1200 ; 

2676,3125, 3368, 3372, 3453, 

6007. 



Uiart, 978. 

Vii^ii ^Liry, 465, 6455, G54S. 

Uriex, or UiiiEXs, eldest son of 
Melusine, ;>.46 ; goea to Cy- 
prus, 7>.50 ; kills the sultan, 
7^53 ; is made king of Cy- 
pi-us, y?.57 \ marries Emiynee, 
jp.59 ; noticed, 2;.183. 

William, 6175. 

Yrlando, 6286. 
Ywon, 2490. 
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1 HE odd account of the origin of this Treatise — in its first 
lines^-caiight my eye as I was turning over the leaves of the 
Sloane Manuscript which contains it. I resolved to print it as 
a specimen of the curious fancies our forefathers believed in 
(as I suppose) in Natural Science, to go alongside of the equally 
curious notions they put faith in in matters religious. And this 
I determined on with no idea of scoffing, or pride in modern 
wisdom, for I believe that as great fallacies now prevail in both 
the great branches of knowledge and feeling mentioned, as ever 
were held by man. Because once held by other men, and spe- 
cially by older Englishmen, these fancies and notions have, or 
should have, an interest for all of us ; and in this belief, one of 
them is presented here. 

The loss of our sweet, bright, only child, and other distress, 
have prevented my getting up any cram on the subject of 
Quintessence to form a regular Preface. The (translated ?) ori- 
ginal of the text is attributed to Hermes — Trismegistus, " or the 
thrice great Interpreter,'' so called as " having three parts of 
the Philosophy of the whole world''* — to whom were credited 
more works than he wrote. The tract appears to be a great 
fuss about Spirits of Wine ; how to make it, and get more or 

* The Mirror of Alchiuiy, composed by the thrice-famous and learned Fr} er, 
Roger JBackon, 1597. 
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less tipsy on it, and what wonders it will work, from making 
old men young, and dying men well, to killing lice. 

The reading of the proof with the MS. was done by Mr. Ed- 
mund Brock, the Society^s most careful and able helper. To 
Mr. Cockayne I am indebted for the identification of some 
names of plants, &c. ; and to Mr. Gill of University College, 
London, for some Notes on the Chemistry of the treatise, 
made at the request of my friend Mr. Moreshwar Atmaram. 
The Sloane MS. I judge to be about, but after, 1460 A.D.f The 
later copy (Harleian.MS. 853, fol. 66) seems late 16th century 
or early 17th,t and has been only collated for a few passages 
which require elucidation. Tlie full stops and pause marks of 
the MS. and text require to be disregarded occasionally in 
reading. 

Eg HAH, \Qtk May, 1866. 



t Mr. E. A. Bond of the British Museum has kindly looked at the MSS., and 

puts the Sloane at 1460-70 A.D., and the Harleian at about 1600. 
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BOOK I. 

ith \>e my^t, wisdom, and grace of J>e holy trynite, I write to [foI- lo.] 

30U a tretice in englisch breuely drawe out of )>e book of ofo^^T^ 

quintis e^^eiicijs in latyn, \>at hermys |>e prophete and kyng this Treatise 

of Egipt, after pe flood of Noe, fadir of philosophris, hadde iiermes by 

by reuelacioun of an aungil of god to him sende. ]>at pe Noah'R flood, 

wijsdom and ]>e science of |>is book schulde not perische. knowledge of 

but be kept and preserued, vnto Jie eende of fe world, of alle may bo pre- 

holy men from al wickid peple and tyrauntis for greet perilis end of the 
|iat my3te falle jierof. For wi|)inne jiis breue tretis, wij) jie 

grace of god. I wole more determine of practif * {>an of theorik. C* practise, 

^itt ben bo))e nedeful / The flrste and souereyneste prtuyte ))at God's greatest 

god^ maker of kynde, ordeyned for mannys nede, how ))at olde ^Sb need u 

euangelik men, and feble in kynde, my3te be restorid, and haue store oid iee- 

i^eu her flrste 8trenk))is of 3oiig))e in |>e same degree ))at is in the strength 

al kynde. and be mad hool pctrfi^tly, except |)e strok of |>e *^ * ^°" 

)>undir blast, and violent brusuris, and oppressynge of to myche except in caw 

betynge / Also perilous fallyngis of hij placis, to myche absty- blast, and 

nence, a/nd opere yuel gouemaunce a^ens kynde. And also jje fasting, 

teerme bat is sett of god, bat noman may a-schape. as lob seib in wt for aii 

men. 

latyn / " Breues dies howinis Bunt <fec." Forsojie philosophoris [No/u.] 

1 



2 THE NAMES AND QUALITIES OF qUINTE ESSENCE. [Book I. 

The purest clepen j)e purest substaunce of manye corruptible {lingis elemen- 
comiptibie tid. quints e««encia. |>at is to seie, mannys heuene, drawe out 
QuinteE*- hv craft of mani. for wlii. as quinta e^^ncia superior, bat is, 

senceormau's " ^ * ^^^/ , , 

heaven. heueue of oure lord god, in reward of jje .iiij elementis, is 

[•F0LIO6.] yncorruptible and vnchaungeable / ri3t so * quinta e«9eneia su- 

Quinte &. pmor inferior. ]>at is to seie, mannys heuene, is incorruptible, 

corruptible M in reward of be .4. qttalitees of mannys body, and so it is 

to the four , , . . . , 

quaiitie* of preucd naturaly bat oure qumta e^^ncia, bat is, mannes heuene, 

man's body, ..,,-,., ... . . i i • • 

in it-silf^ IS incorruptible, and so it is not hoot and dne W]|» 

fier / ne coold and moist wij) watir / ne hoot and moist witA eyr. 

ne coold and drie wi)) er|>e. but oure qutnta essencia ayay1i|> to 

but not as be coutraric as heuene incorruptible / But vndirstonde bat oure 

tlie heaven ' . . , . 

of God. qui[njta essencia, is nou^t so incorruptible as is heuene of oure 

lord god. but it is incorruptible in reward of composicioun 
It is called, maad of |>e .4. elementis. and it hath .iij. names by the philoso- 
Water; 2. the phoris. j)at is to scic / brcnnyngc watir / J)e soule in |)e spirit of 
spirit of Wine; wyu, and Yf&tir of lijf / But whanne ^e wole concelle it. )>anne 
Life; and if schal 2e clcpc it ourc qututa essencia, for bis name, a^id be 

you wish to . . . . 

ojnceai it, nature yerof, ri^t fewe philosophoris wolde schewe / but sikurly 
senoe. |>ei biriede ))e tru|7e with hem. and witi)) weel ]>at it is clepid 

It is neither brcunynge watir. and it is no brewnyng watir. forwhi. it is not 

moirtandcold , , . . . « . , ? i • 

like water, moist ne coold as coinoun watir. for it brenne)), ana so aoi|> not 

nor hot and coniyn watir. ne it is nat hoot and moist as eir. for eir cor- 

nioist like air, * . . . i ., i i • «. /i* 

ruwipij) a ping a-noon, as it schewip weel by geueraciouw. of tlies, 

(t fid areins, and siclie o]>e?'e. but sikirly|)is is alwey incorruptible. 

nor cold and if it bc kept cloos ffo fli^t/ Also it is not coold and drie as erbe. 

dry like earth, * ^ -* ' ^ ^ ^ ' 

nor hot and for souerevnlv it worchib and chauncnb. And it is not hoot and 

dry like fire. . ,. . . 

drie as fier, as it sehewij? by experience, for hoot J)ingis it keli|>. 

It gives in- and hoot sijknessis it doij) awey / Also J>at it 5euej) incorruptibi- 

[• Foi. n.] lite, and kepij) a \>'ing fro corruptibilite *and rot}Tige, it is preued 

d*^* C"^ )^^ / Forw^hi. what pece of fleisch, fisch, or deed brid, be putt 

from rotting, ^^rmne. it schal not comi[m]pe ne rote whilis it is |>crinne/ 

more'itir^i ^^^clie morc jjanne it wole kepe quyk fleisch of mannys body 

mmK^'^t'^1 fi*om al manere corruptibilite and rotynge / This is oure qutnta 

Mans Hea- e^^encia. \>at is to seie, mannys heuene, )>rtt god made to }>e con- 

* [MS. siff.] 



Book I.] THE NATURE AND WORKING OF QUINTE ESSENCE. 3 

seruacioun of )>e .4. qttalitees of mannys body. ri3t as he made preserving 

his heuene to be conseruacioun of al be world / And wite ae for Heaven does 

, , . , ; , . , , the world. 

certeyn |>at manye philosophons and lechis )>at ben now, knowe Many know it 

nou^t }?is qwtnta e««encia, ne ))e tru))e ^erof / Forwhi ; god wole theirwvet' 

not )>at )>ei knowe it. for her greet brennynge coueitise and vice. 

vicious lyuynge/ For8oJ>e qmnta e^^encia superior. J>at is to seie, But as God's 

heuene of oure lord god bi him silf. / Aloone / ^eue)) not conser- aided by sun 

• t t 1 1.01./1 1 1 *'"^ stars, so 

uacioun m be world, and wondirful iimuence. but by be vertue our Heaven, 

i. t . J . . .or Quinte 

at be sunne. planetis, and obere stems, nit so oure qi^tnta EMence. is 

. . , ,, ,*.-. "^*^« **''■ ^y 

e^^encia, bat is, mannys heuene, wole be maad fair wib be suTine the sun mine- 
ral, or pure 

mmerallf, fynyd, schynynge, incorruptibile ; and euene in qualite gowofthe 

fat fier may not appeire, comimpe, ne distroie. and j)is is verry alchemy. 

gold of ))e myn. of ))e er))e. or of J>e floodis gaderid / for gold of [Noto.] 

alkamy maad with corosyues distroie)) kynde. as aristotle and 

niauye oJ)ere philosophons prouen / and J)crfore good gold na- Good natural 

., ,- • •i>i<*i.> f» !• gold is called 

turel, a?ia of be myn of be erbe, is clepid of phtwsophons sol m SiU. becauiH} 

- -,; i., ,.1 r 1 . 8"ltheplai.et 

latyn. for he is be sonne of oure heuene. lich as sol be planet is give* gold its 

Pi»wer. CO- 

in J)e heuene aboue. for j)is planete ^euej) to gold his influence, lour. &c. 

nature, colour, and a substaunce incorruptible. And oure qmnta our Quinte 

1 • <• * » 1 <• f / Es«ence is tlie 

e^wncia, mannys heuene, is of ))e nature *and ))e colour of heuene / [♦ foi. 1 16.] 

And oure sol, pat is, fyn gold of ))C myne, schal make it fair, ri3t t^l^l'yjw ^' 

as sol pe plauete makij) heuene fair /and so |>ese two togidere "Stho^wi'' 

ioyned schal ^eue influence in us. and pe condiciouns of heuene S^^j^" JJ^'!** 

and of heuenly sonne / in as miche as it is possible in deedly oft^outh!*«^!d 

nature, conseruactoun and restorynge of nature lost, and renew- pientwJ^. 

ynge of ^ongjje/ And it schal ^eue plenteuously heel)>e. and so it A8ArieH,Tau- 

18 prcued by astronomy aboue. fat sterris fat haf influence vpon »""' draw 

be heed and be necke of man / as ben be sterris of aries. taurus, 'he head and 

... .•.. breast, and 

and gemini, ^euen influence syngulerly vpon Gerapigra galieni / [yma.] 

And ferfore it haf a synguler strenkfe by fe ordynauTice of beneath, so 

god to drawe awey be supcrflue humouris fro be heed, be necke, that do draw 

, from these 

and be brest, and not fro be membns bynebe / And so I seie of limbsffettiicir 

,., .« , i>i«> lM)wer from 

spicis bat drawib humouns fro fe knees, be leggis, and be feet, capr.com, 

dec. 

fat resseyuen a synguler influence of fe sterris of Caprrcom. 

Aquarie and pisces, a/nd ri3t so of ofcre, et cetera / Comounne J«" »®* **»«•• 

3e not f is book of deuyne secretes to wickid men and auerous. ^ "^^^^ 
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4 THE I^ WAY TO MAKB qUIMTl B8SBHCB. [Bom f. 

7bM^ but kepe ^e it in pnuytee / Take |ie beate iriyn ^ 30 maj 

ffiMig. fynde, if je be of power. €md if je be rqt pore. )wiiie take 

TiiM tib«bMi oormpt wiyn, JMrt is, rotjn, of a wateiy hamoiir. but not egn^ 

not Mwr; |^ jg ^jj^^ f^p ^ q^^Q^ eMCDcia >0rof is natmralj inoorniptibley 

dtoiflft,Md ^ which je schal drawe oat bj labljniactoan / And jMsuie 

SftuktdtS^ ichal ))0r lene in ^ groond of ^ veasel ^ .4. elementiB, as it 

Dutu rtiniw were, rotnn feds of wiyn / Bat firrte 30 moste distille ^is wijn. 

to get Bum* • « •*> 

ing watw; 7. tymes. €md ^ne haae 30 good brennynge watur / Forso^ 

[• FU. IS.] ^18 is ^ watri matar *fro which is drawe onre qutnta esienda / 

g^^iB* Thanne mnste 30 do make in ^ furneis of aischin, a distillaiUNie 

ftirmoe, and of fflas sl hool of oa pccc, wib an hoole a-boae in be heed wbere 

letthevapour ^ * » r w 

luSd tedi!r*^ ^ watir schal be patt yn. and be take oat / And ^ is « 

WMtiQ It ii wondirfnl instrnment JMrt JMrt )nng ya^ by vsrtues of fier asoendith 

2^^^ and distillith wi^inne ^ vessel, per canales bradiiales. ^ is, by 

pipis lich to annys, be bore a3eny and eftsoones ascendith, amd 

eft descefidi)^ contynnely day and ny3t til ^ brennynge water 

heuenly be turned into qutntatn etaenciam / And so bi con- 

tinnelle ascenciouns and discenciouras. ^ qtftnta e a s en c ia is 

deportid fro \e corruptible eomposicioun of ^ .4. dementia. 

For bifore JMrt ^ing ]Mxt is twies sublymed is more glorified, and 

is more sotil, and fer from ^ oorrufiq)CKm» of ^ .4. eiementis 

[Nofa.i more separat )>an whanne it asoendith but oonys. and so vnto 

Dtetu it 1000 a )K>u8aud tymes. so j>at by contynuel ascendynge. and descend- 

anditfthaiibe yogc by the whlch it is sublymed to so myche hi3ne8 of glorifi- 

become a cacioun. It schal come \at it sclial be a medley n incorruptible 

cnmiptibie as slmoost Bs hcucne aboue, and of }>e nature of heuene / And 

))«rfore cure qutnta e««encia worjiily is clepid mannys heuene / 

After many And aftir manvc daies bat it hath be in bis sotil vessel of glas 

day* unstop ^ i t o 

your diatuier, distilHd / ^c schulcn opeue J>e hoole of J>e vessel in ))e heed )>at 

was selid with |>e seel of lute of wijsdom, maad of *]>e sotillest 

flour, and of white of eyren, and of moist papere, 3rmeyngid so 

and If there j>at no j)ing rcspirc out/ And whane ^e opene )>e hoole. if })er 

heaven-sweet comc out a passvuire heuenly swete flauour bat alle men bat 

savour, you l w o ^ m r 

[•F01.12&.] come yn naturely * drawe J)erto. ]>anne 3e haue oure qmnta 
Quinte E9- cMencla / and ellis sele be vessel, and putte it to be fier aaen 

sence. If not, ' r • i r ? 

dirtll again til JC hauC it. 
till you have. 



Book I.] THE 2"**, 3'*', AND 4*** WAYS OF MAKING QUINTB ESSENCE. 5 

And anober maner worchinge of oure qmnta e^^encia is TKe second 

tcav to wake 

]>i8 / Take |>e noblest and ye strengest brennynge watir }>at ^e Quinu e$- 

may haue distillid out of pure my^ty wiyn. and putte it into ^^^"^ 

a glas clepid amphora, ifith a long necke / and close J>e mouj) Jjj^fjj* 

strongly wij> wex ; And loke )>at half or |)e jiridde part be fulle. iJ^'J^pK^.. 

and birie it al in hors dounge, prcparate as it is seid hereafter / J^*it"„^^ 

so J>at y% necke of J>e glas be turned dounward, and j)e botum f,oJJ^.XiS/" 

be turned vpward. J>at by vcrtu of )>e hors douwge ))e qmnta QuJnte*E«. 

ewencia ascende vp to )>e botum. And )>e grost^ of )>e mater ta?rthe*giSbe 

of ))e watir descende dounward to Jje necke / And afbir manye JUiJJS !^tie 

daies, whanne ^e take it out, softly lift vp {le glas as it stondith, ^ke^thegiaa 

and 3e schal se in ]>ickenes and cleernesse a difference bitwene Suugl^^^ 
}>e qtetntam e^^nciam sublymed, and |>e grose mater |7at is in |>e 
necke / )>e wondirful maistry of deportynge of )>at oon fro J>at 

oJ>er is j)is / Take a scharp poyntel, or a pricke of yren, and make a hoi« 

peerse into \e wex )>at hongi|> m |>e mou)> of j)e glas a^ens j)e •<»>. 
erjje / and whanne 3e haue peersid al fully to )>e watir. take out 

))e poyntel or ))e pricke / And fat erfely watir wole first come letouttiuBim- 

out \ai is in ^e necke / and so til it be come out vnto |>e ^^*'' 
departinge bitwixe it / and ))e qmnte e««ence, J>at is, mannys 

heuene sublymed. and whane ^e se \ai j)is qmnt e««ence wole and when the 

irenne and melte aftir J>at j)is erjiely watir be voydid. putte ]>anne ««><» would 

swiftly 30ure fyngir to ]>e hoole, a/r^ tt^me vp ]>e glas, and )>anne turn the gian 

3e haue jierinne oure qmnte e«^nce, *and y% erjjely watir wi)K>ute [•foi. 13.] 

aside. And j)is is a passyng souereyn pWuytee. BiMnoe. 

The jiridde maner is J>at 3e take a greet glas clepid amphora, ^J^*^^ 

and seele it weel. and birie it weel in )>e wombe of an hors al put you^ am. 

togidere. and ]>e puret^ of \e qutnte e^encie schal be sublymed L'me's beiiy 

aboue, and |>e grost^ schal abide byne))e in ^e botme / take out du'ng. and 

softli ]>at ]>at fleti]> a-boue. and )iat )iat leeue]> bihynde, putte it abo^ 
to ))e fier. — 

The .iiij. maner is jjis. take what vessel of glas |>at ^e wole, way. 

or of erjje strongly glasid, and jier vpon a round foot of glas substitute for 

wi|> a leg. and seele )>e vessel wit^ his couertot^r, Jjat j>e rod •^**^p"'rth 

of j)e foot of ye glas wi]>]nne ye vessel honge in ye eyr. yai yai JJJnni* ^^„ 

J>ir?g yat ascendith to ye couertour in ye maner of a pott boilynge £n!S*,y"^he 

air, into which 



6 THE 5^ WAY TO MAKE QUINTS ESSENCE^ ftc. CBoox L 

the vapmir descende doun asen by be foot of be fflaa and this iBatrameDt 

may tail ftod :j J r r o 

ooiidMM. may ^e do midse wijKwte greet cost / The fif)»e maner is jMit ^ 

^^•^^'^^ brennynge wat^r be .10 tymeB diatillid in hors doufige con- 

liunikif tyuuely digest. 

tfi^. The seience of makynge of fier wi^te fier / wberby ^ 

VitZ^J^, may make oure quinte eMence wi^ute cost or traueile. and 

wiUJ'lwift. ^tAoute occupactoun and lesynge of tyme / Take ^ beate horse 

J^JIlJ^ "^ dounge )iat may be had ]Mxt is weel digest, and pntte it wi)nne 

Put h^ a uessel, or ellis a pitt inaad wi^ ]>e er^ anoyndd )K>ni3oat wit4 

veMd or pit past maad of aischin. And in ^is vessel or pitt bete weel togidere 

aduM. Mid ^ dounge. And in ^ myddil of ^is doung sette ^ vessel of 

vewei In It up distillacfoun vnto be myddis or more / For it is nede bat al be 

to th« middla. - '^ '^ 

Tiie cold top heed of ^ vessel be in ]>e coold eir / )M»t \a% jnng )M»t bi vefiu 

CMITv Will OMI* 

d«iM the TB. of ^ fier of ]« doung \aX ascendith \erhy be turned into watir 
[*FoLi36.] *^y vertu of cooldues of ]« eir and falle doun i^en and asoende 

^•'diir***' ^ *^®*^* ^^^ ^^ ^® ^"® ^^ wi^ute fier, and but wiji litil 

traueile. 
yliSiS^ Also ano)>0r maner of fier. sette 30ure vessel forseid to ^ 

•""'•nya- strong reuerberacioun of |^ sunne in somer tyme, and lete it 

stonde }>cre nyjt and day. 

^jtSSTrnm ^ere I wole teche ym how pore euangelik men may haae 

^acioul^n. wi|H)ute cost, and almuost for nou^t, )>e gracious influence of 

'p!!id! gold, and jje maner of |>e fixynge of it in oure heuene, J>at is, 

Borrow n Flo- oufc qiuuta cMencla. if ae be pore, ae sclial prcie a riche man 

rei.ce florin of , ^ ^ ' , /, ^ ^ 

a rich frieiHi. j)at 18 30wre freeiwi to leene 30U a good noreyn of floreuce / and 
itonapUite auelc it vpou a plate of yren as yren is anelid. and haue biside 

of iron, nnd , , , 

throw it into aou a ucsscl of crbc fflasid, tillid ful of the beste brenmntre watir 

winie Burning -^ . . . 

waior. takhiff j,at 36 may fynde. and caste into |>e watir ))e floreyn anelid. and 

theflrecjuick. lokc j«t ^c liauc a sotiltc and a 8lei3|>e to quenche sodeynly |>e 

w^t^I"^' fier, j)at }>e watir waaste not. and be weel war jiat non yren touche 

Repeat thic |>e watir. but af[t]er caste into ]>e watir ])e floreyn, and do so .]. 

50 tim68 _ « , » » I k t »f 

tymes or more, for jje oftere ))e bettere it is / And if je se )>at )>e 
in fre^h watir waastc to myche, chaunge it banne, and take newe, and do 

AVator.and ^ % / , , 

then mix all 80 oftc tvmes. and whanne ae haue do aoure quenchour, putte 

the Water* / j 1 r 

together. alle be watrts togidere / And ae schulen vndirstonde bat be 

The Water ^^- ..., ,.,.'^ 

draw* out all vertu of brenuyuge watir is sich jiat naturely it drawij) out of 
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gold alle ))e vertues cmd propirtees of it, and it holdij) incor- the properties 
niwiptibiletee anc/an euene heete. *J)anne meynge jiis brennynge [•foi. h.] 
watir |>us giltid wi)> oure qmnte e^^ence. and vse it. but be war Burning 
\ai 36 quenche not jie floreyn in oure qmnte e««ence. for |>anne Quinte e*- 
it were lost/ And if it so be fat 36 haue not {>i8 brennynge watir voumavsub- 
redy. ))anne quewche 3oure floreyn in jie beste whi3t wiyn ))at Burning 
may be had / For sikirly j)e philosophore seij). )>at wiyn hath white wine, 

1 . . . . ^ 1 * which also re- 

also |>e propirtee to restreyne m it j)e influence and virtues of tains the 

gold / And whanne 3e haue do 30t*re werk. 36 schal wite J)at ))e gold. 
floreyn is als good, and almoost of J>e same wei3te, as it was 

afore / jierfore vse wiyn or brennynge watir giltid, so |>at 36 may xhisgiit 

^V^tttcr will 

be hool, and wexe glad, and be 3ong. And jjus 36 haue oure make you weii 

, - . 1 . /» . 1 . - *«'d young 

heuenc, and be sunne m him fixid, to be conseruacioun of mannys again, in it 

. , . you have the 

nature and nxacioun of oi^re heuene. bat is, oure qt^tnte suntixedin 

our Iloaven. 

e»/rence. 

The scie/ice how 3e schule gilde more my3tily by brennynge HowtogUd 
watir or wiyn (>an I tau3te 30U tofore, wherby ))e water or Wauror 
j)e wiyn schal take to it my3tily jje influence and ))e vertues thoroughly. 
of fyne gold. 

Take be calx of fyn gold as it is declarid here-aftir in bis neatcaidned 

f '' o f gold in a silver 

book, and putte it in a siluer spone, and anele it at be fier. bpoonandput 

* ^ ^ ' It in liuming 

am.d I^Tine caste jie cals of the gold in jje brennynge watir. ^[^^^^^Jf 
or in wiyn .1. tymes, as I tau3te 30U tofore wij) ))e floreyn. and J^^'^^'® 
3e schule haue 3oure licowr by an hurwlrid part bettir gilt jian 36 ^ju^^'g^!!! 
had tofore wij) J)e floreyn / Forwhi. fier worchij) more strongly fJJd^JJter^'^ 
and bettere *in sotil parties jian it doi|) in an hool plate / And JinJ^^J^rk*'''-' 
also brewnjmge watir or wiyn drawijj out more my3tily hi a {JU^^o^tite 
)>ousand part j)e proj)irtees of gold fro smale parties anelid ))an fSn on a*^*^'** 
it doij) fro a )>icke plate / And 3e schal vndii-stonde ))at wiyn ^*^" 
not aloonly holdi|> in it jie propirtees of gold, but myche more iJ^'j^^UJ®* 
j>e propirtees of alle liquibles if J)ei be quenchid J>«rinne. and fat jjj'ench®** *« 
is a souereyn prtuite. Forwhi, if 3e quenche satume liquified ifsatum(»ead) 
in wiyn or in comoun watir . 7. tymes. and aftirward in J)at wiyn quenched in 
or watir 36 quenche mars manye tymes. ))anne mars schal take thenMarearon) 
algate jje neischede and )>e softnes of satume / And )>e same *" ''• ^ar* ac- 
schal venus do, and alle oj>ere liquibles / or ellis. And 3e ^'Jnessof 



8 TO MASS FIRB WITH NO FIRE. TO CALCINK GOLD. [Rook L 

Afdn, quenche man in whi^t wiyn or in oomoun wmtir manye tjmea^ 

M^TiS wiM Mid aftirward in ^ same wiyn or wmlir je caste aatunie liquified 

8fttiirn iiqw. ofte tymes. ]Nmne wi^ute doute }e sdial fynde |Nit ^ aatanie 

iMiBMkhiini. 18 mood ri^t hard / Therfore ))e pivpirteea of alle liqaiblea may 

be brou^t into wiyn or watir. bat myche more my^tily into 

brennynge watir good and |>recioii8. 

Thmake^re The sciefice to make a fier. bat is wiboate cole. wttAonte 

without eoab, t 

Hme.Uffht^. lyme. wi^ute li^t worchinge a^ens al maner scharpnes or 
accioun of visible fier. ri^t as worohi^ Jie fier ci belle / And 
^is prtuytee is so vartuous ^at ^ yertu Jiarof may not al be 

Mix «quai declarid. And bus it is maad. Take Mercarie bat is sablymed 

nm^ii^ wit^ vitriol, *and comen salt and sal armoniac .7. or .10. tymes 

SipAmlii?*** *wWyraed/and meynge hem togidere by enene porcionn. and 

nhM] thm fP^^^ ^^ smsl. and leye it abrood vpon a marbil stoon. and by 

thiv^uuni '^ ^^^® tume into watir / And |ianne gadere it togidere in to 

Into wmtor, ^ gtrong vessel of glas, and kepe it / This wat^ forBo|w is so 

•^ of strong. ]iat if a litil drope ^^erof &lle vpon ^ure bond, anoon it 

bMd'^ wole perce it jwruj out and in ^ same maner it wole do if it 

f'^ \^ ^11® ^po^ A pl^^ o^ venus or lubiter into )ns watir» it tume^ 

jjJPj^**") hem into lijknes of peerl. who so coude reporale and prvporate 

If "couWbe kyudcly ))ia fier, wi)>oute doute it wolde quenche anoon a bren- 

would cure nynge sijknes clei)id [)e fier of belle. And also it wolde heele 

Hell rtns and eu^ry cor[o8]if sijknesse. And manye philosophoris clepi)> Jjis 

•Jve HickiiMs. j,j.,ig ill iiej. bookis sal aiuarus. al })ou5 )>ei teche not J)e niaistne 

caikxi • Hal yerof I If it be so )>at [)i8 firy watir breke ))e glas and renne out 

into [)c aisehen. )>anne gadere alle togidere )>at ^e fynde pastid in 

)>e aisehen / and Icye it vpon a marbil stoon as afore, and it wole 

— t?/me into watir. And bis is a irreet pn'uytec. 

ff**^- The science to brynge gold into calx / Take fyu gold and 

Jimvfni^nin "1**^^ '^ iJ^to 8™^^ lymayl. take a crusible wi)> a good quan- 

ciiiie wuh™" ^^^® ®^ Mercurte, and sette it to a litil fier so J>at it vapoure 

i^ut/aiid It ^^^y ^°^ putte \>ermne )>i lymail of gold, and stire it weel togi- 

T"roi"'i56j <^«re / and aftirward *wi)>i;me a litil tyme ^e schal se al J)e gold 

Into dust like ^ij,i„ii^ j,g Mercurte turned into erj>e as sotil as flour. )mnne 

tiiHho mer™ B^uc it a goo(l ficF [)at \>e Mercuric arise and go his wey, or ellis 

cnry g(KjH lii« 
way ; 
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and 56 wole ^e may distille and gadere it, puttynge ))cr-vpon a or distil it. 
lenibike / and in ye corusible ^e schal fynde ye gold calcyned and powder wui 
reducid into erbe / And if ae wole not make lymayl of gold, crudWe. 

\. ., . 1 , , ... A thin plate 

banne make berot a sotil bmne plate, as 2e kan, and putte wibmne of gnidwiudo 

^r ,111 1 . / A 1 insteadof 

be MercuTie al warm, and ae schal uaue aoure desier / And siiavings. and 

: . 1 . .1 . / mt 1 Silver may bo 

m [)is 8ame maner ^e may worche wi)> siluir / Thanne take )>e treated like 
calx of yese two bodies, and bere hem openly wi)> 30U. and yer To carry 
scbal noman knowe what yei ben / And if ^e wole bere hem about, 
more priuyly wij>oute ony knowynge, )>anne meynge hem wi)> mfxtiiem 
pich melt, or wex, or ellis gumme. for )>anne noman schal knowe wax, or gum, 
it what it is. And whanne ^e wole dissolue ony of bese calces meitin? the 

-^ " i mass when 

by hem silf. putte e\y\r by him silf in a test, or ellis )>e pich or yimjrantthe 
ye wex in wliich )>ei hen ynne. and anoon schal come out verry 
gold and silucr as ye\ were tofore. 

Now I wole teche 30U ye maistrie of departyiige of gold Howtoxrpa. 
fi'o siluir whawne )>ei be meyngid togidere / -Forsojie ^e woot Hiwrwhen 
weel ))at yer be manye werkis in ye whiche gold and siluir — 
be mejugid, as in giltynge of vessel and lewellis / bcrfore 

, , , - . 1 . . Putthemix- 

whanne 36 wole drawe ye toon fro bat obir. putte al )>at mixture ture into a 

. , ii...i-ii., 1 solution of 

mto a strong watir maad of vitnol and of sai petre. and ye vitriol and 
♦siluyr wole be dissolued, and not be gold, banne \e haue bat [•Foi.ie.] 

1 .11. . / . 1 .-. , 1. 1 1/ the silver will 

oon departid fro be tobir / And if 50 wole dissolue be gold to be dissolved. 

' ' ^ . Corrosive 

watir. putte banne yn be watir corosyue, Sal armwiiac. and bat water and saj 

'^ f -f r J ^ > ammoniacwUl 

watir wi)H>ute doute wole dissolue gold into watir. dissolve the 

The science to drawe out of fyn gold v*» e^^ncia is yis / [No/a.] 

First ^e schal reduce gold into calx as I tolde 30U tofore / ^T^i^,^ ^^ 

y&nne take vynegre distillid, or ellis oold vryne depurid fro ye f^^!^ ^''" 

fecis. and putte it in a uessel glasid. and ye liquor schal be in Putoticined 

ye hei'^ye of 4. ynchis, and yennne caste ye calx of gold, and tiiM vinegar 

sette it to the strong sunne in somer tyme, yere to abide / and urine; »etit 

-, , . ft 1 inahotnun; 

Booiie aftir 3e schal se as it were a liquor of oyle. ascende vp a Aim win 
netynge aboue m maner of a skyn or of a reme. gadere y&t awey skim it off. 

wib a sotil spone or ellis a febere. and putte it into a uessel of such in a 

1 . 1.11 . i. 1 , . f "«** ^^^^^ 

glas in ye which be putt watir tofore. and j>u8 gadere it manye tin no more 

t3rme8 in ye day into ye tyme yat yer ascende nomore / and aftir Evaporate 

do vapoure awey ye watir at ye fier. And ye vta esseneiR af )>e left: there- 
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**«*-Hiiinto gold wole Hb3'<le ljyne|>e. And iimnye plulosojilioris clqiij» (pi* 

i^umta ea^eucia an oile incombustible^ j?fit is a greet priuytee / 

«r. -.!„ 3|g ^qJ jf ^g ^Qig g-5^^ jj^g qr/mta t'^Mtiucia in ou^re beuene, pat^ it 

ftaflA may wj)joiite dontt restore A^itn to mm\ ^li uatur<? jwit is lo«t. 

'w atiil reduce him a;eJt i?ita )?e vertu of )?e atreiik)?* of ^oug}*©, and 

*<»'« also lenk|?i|» his lijf into )jc laate teniie of lijf set of god // Now 

t' J-'*>' lfl*jO forsoJ>e I baue toold pu Jie souere^Taeflt *prmytee and rejtorynge 

jur**- ^ jjf ujannyr kyiide, and in part greet )?Uig }»iit aeUulde not Im 

aohewid / Forwhi* j?ia oyle. )«it is to atie qt^mtJk ej«#eiH-ia of gold 

^' liiitli ^ mooste swetnce and vt^rtu to a-fewuge and putte awei pe 

'* ^ ache of woundig. and for to hede wound isj oolde sooris, and 



>tm 



^j nianye wondiriiil yuelia / Abo ht ^ same nianer ^e may drawe 

truiru^j/t The seieuce to drawe out of antyraoiiy, liat Is, meniasite 

iiVi^r^H (■ r^u^ ^r of lt^ed^ )je v'= p#*encie, is a souereyn mai^trie and a prtuytee 

Put ^1^1 rprf pnuytees / Take Jje niyu ot antytnony afijre'icid, 

■iitSnioLiyint^ aud Hiake herof al bo so til a p on fire as it* ka!i / h>tnue 

SifuittTine* *"^*^ t**^ l>est« vynegre distil lid, and putt-e fHri/ine Jh* pwudr^j 

S-^jftl^VtJia ^* antynjonye, and kte it atonde in a gla& vpon a litil fiirr ■ 

^JiutTiis "^^^ ^^ iyi^^e t?at (?e vynegre be colour id reed. jianiK? take ^t 

llw^^iSwii vynegre awejj and kepe it clene^ anti putte a^en }>er-t(s of o^em 

^\\,Z^^r^^ vynegre distillid, aj>d lete it stonde vpan a soli fier til it be 

tiller? and colourld rccd. and so do ofte tymes. and whanne 30 haue gaderid 

biesJedwSie *1 30wre vynegrc colourid. putte it )>anne in a distil latorie. and 

downTiIe* first )>e vynegrc wole ascende. )>anne after 30 schal se merueilis. 

mn'!iii»ln for 30 schal se as it wore a ]H)Usand dropis of blessid wiyn 

tjpwisure!* disceiide doun in maner of reed dropis, as it were blood, by 

)>e pipe of \>e lymbike / \>e which licowr gadere togidere in a 

rotu;/ibe / and )>anne 3e haue a )>ing fat al ))e tresour of ye world 

[Noea.] may not be in comparisoun of wor)>ines J»erto / aristo^le 8ei)> pai 

[• Foi. 17.] it ig }|ig lede in j,e \)o6k of secretis. al [)ou3 he * telle not )>e name 

'* in'^al?* ^^ 1*^ antymouye afor.seid / Forsoj)e j^is doi)> awey ache of alle 

wouDda, woundis, and wondirfully lieeli)>. \>e vertu [)erof is incorruptible 

me*!it!^Tt'^^'" "^^ inerueilou^ i)rofitable / it nedit to be putrified in a rotombe 

Mcretsf**' *°^^ seelid In fyme. and ))aune it worchi)> greet priuytees / For- 

8o)>e )?e vt« e«5encia of Jiis antymony J)at is reed, in )>e which is 
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ye secreet of alle secretis, is swettere [)an ony hony or sugre or 
ony o)>ir )>ing. 

The science in be extraccioun of be .S* ewencie from blood, ifowio;H 
and fleisch, and eggis / To 50U I seie )>at in euery elementid E$»<^ice,from 
)>ing )>e .5. e^^ncie remaynej> incorrupte, it schal be )>anne — 
)>e moost [)ing of merueyle if I teche 30U to drawe out )>at 
fro mannys blood reserued of Barbouris whanne )>ei lete blood, 
also fro fleisch of alle brute beestis, and fro alle eggis, and ojjcre 
suche bingis. for als myche as mannes blood is be per^tist werk Man's blood 

- , , . ^ . , . . i» the perfect. 

of kynde m us, as to be encrees of bot bat is lost, it is certeyn e»t work of 

nature in us, 

))at nature [)at .5 e«^nce maad so p^rfi^t J>at wi)>oute ony o)>ir anditsQuinte 

greet preparacioun wij>oute J)e veynes, it beri)> for)> )>at blood verts bUKxi 
anoon aftir into fleisch. and )>i8 5 e^^nce is so ny^ kynde )>at 

[itl is moost to haue* / Forwhy. in it is merueylous vertu of oure and work* di. 

, .,, - - ,. vine miracles 

heuene sterrid, and to be cure of nature of man worchib moost of healing. 

\ ' Get from bar- 

deuyn myraclis, as wibiwne I schal teche aou / berfore resceyue bers the biood 

" " ' . . ®' younjf san. 

of Barbouris of ^ong sangueyn men, or colerik men, wbatme J)ei f"ine men ; 
be late blood, )>e which vse good wynes. take J)at blood aftir J>at p°»^ ojr the 
it ha[) reste, and cast awey )>e watir fro it, and braie it wij> j)e J*'^^!^/'"* 
.10. part of comen salt i>rcparate to medicyns of mew. and putte ^,J^j^7^^*' 
it into a uessel of glas clepid amphora, j>e which, sotely seele, J'JiJ u°™ 'p*!^* 
and putte it wi)>inne j>e *wombe of an hors, prcporate as tofore, **ri"p^i|'^^J 
and renewc J»€ -fyme oonys in jje wike, or more, and lete it llf"^^^^,*' 
putrifie til al ))e blood be turned into watir / and it schal be doon J^^^" *" 
at j)e mooste in xxx.'or xl dayes, or aftir, more or lasse / )>anne i^7er!"dSstu 
putte it in a lembike and distille it at a good fier / what so euere oScome^o"'* 
may ascende, putte [)at watir vpon j)e fecis brayed, meyngynge JJl^andd-s. 
vpon a marbil stoon, putte it a3en, and aftir distille it a^en *" ®^«'' *«**"• 
manye tymes rehersjrnge / And whanne ^e haue )>is noble )>ing 
of blood, berof be 5. beynee drawe out / putte aaen be watir in Heat the 

.1, . I. . 1 . ., , . 1 waterlnthe 

be stillatone of circulacioun til ae bryn&fe it to so myche swetnes distnier tin it 

, 1 , ,., , . , . . comes toa 

and an heuenly sauour. as 3e dide ))e brennjrnge watir. and )>i8 is heAveniy sa. 
|)e 5 beynge of blood deuyn, and miraclis more )>an man mai I'^iftti Being 
bileue but if he se it. cies hardly 

credible un- 
5 for fifth, or quinte. 
' MS. Harl. reads 'and tbu iiile buinge so nigho kinde it is most to haue.* 
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Toffetla^ Now wole I teche 30a to drawe out ^ .5 beynge from 

tetleeomtt/ capouns^ heniies, aud al man«r fleisch of Brut beestis, and 

iSr»fc ' from al maner eggis of foulis ]iat ben holsum and medicyn- 

Grind MNBt of able to ete for min kynde / Qrynde summe of ^eee {nngia 

tot^tijipMiof forseidy wbich ]iat ^e wil, aa strongly as ^e can in a morter, wi^ 

p<|^*nto ' |ie 10 part of him of sal oomen preporate to ye medicyne of 

ti" ^^ !^ meti^ as I seide tofore. putte it in ye wombe of an horn til it be 



and dtetii tint tumed into water, distille as it is aforesaid, and in be stillatorie 

vtn^wwi. Qf circulacvoun ye watir ]iat is distillid. putte it in a^n til it be 

brou^t to ye swete heuenly sauour and smel aforeseid / 
TVyrfmiiw The science to drawe out ye 5 beynge of euerych of ye .4 

mu<^Mth elementis and to sohewe eusrych of be foreeid bing bi hem 

EUmenu,amd gilf, and bat is ri^t merueylous / I wole not leue for a litil to 

to tf^JNIfYlwC 

<A«m. schewe a greet secreet, how ^e may drawe out ye 5 beynge of 

eeh of )»e 4 elementis of al ^ )nng rehersid afore, and profitably 

[•P0L1&3 schewe hem / And ye manar ys *^b / take yai ^ng putrified 

thi^roStd And brou^t into watir. what so euere 30 wole, as I tau3te ym 

IS^o^^Sm,- tofore. and ]iat ^ing be mannes blood brou^t into watir, of ye 

^°itina^* which 3e wole drawe out ye 4 elementis / putte ]Mrfore ^ 

tS^SSS'il^* water, or ye,t blood putrified, in a stillatorie of glas, and sette 

^^^ihon.^ it wi]>inne a pott of watir, and ^ene vndime^ a fier til ye watir 
of blood be distillid by ye pipe of ye lembike into a glas clepid 

When no aniphara, ri^t clene / And whaniie no )>ing may more by yai fier 

riKwi.ytmUave asccnde, foF certevn ;e haue of blood drawen out al oonly be 

drawn out the y J :} J T 

MTitcr. element of watir / Forwhi. fier of Jmt bath liath no 8trenk)>e to 

Put the other sublyme cyr, or fier, or er{>e. and so [take] yo )>re elementis, and 

for 7 iiayH settc in be same bath by .vij. dayes bat bei be weel meyngid, and 

into the oune ^ j a j f i „ o 

bath, 80 cloos )>at uo )>ing be distillid / aftir ye .vij. dayes take ye 

then into a stillatoHe, and putte it to ye fier of aischen, yat is strongere yen 

the water fier of batli clepid raarien. and be watir schal ascende in foorme 

Hhall riM as . 

oil Hhining of oylc schynyngc as gold / and aftirward j>at no )>mg more schal 
ascende, ^e haue ]yanne in ]>e ampuUe .ij. elementis, )>at is to seie, 
watir and eyr. aiid oon from ano[)ir ^e schal departe in ye bath, 

the nir re- puttyngc yn a^cu wher al oonly ye cleer watir schal ascende / 

the i»ottom and ye eyr schal al oonly reniayne iii |>c botuw of ye vessel in 

gold. Put lijknesse of oylc (»f gold. j>e which oyle |jat is gold. )>c which oylc 
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)mt is ayr / putte it aside. )>aDne J)cr leeuej> 51 tt fier wi)> erj>e ; To sepnmte 

- _ - . , . fire from tlie 

to deporte ner from er)ie. putte ]>e element of watir, pat is to c&rth, put 4 

,,,,__^ , .■!/• 1 1 ••!• lbs. of w&tcr 

seye .1111 m of watir. vpon 1 lb af mater / and putte by .vij. daies on 1 ib. of 

, I. . , 1 ^ . */. , earth; place 

to encorpere wel as tofore m be bath of manen / Aftirward it in the Ma. 

. , ' rian bath for 

putte it to be fier of flawme riat strons:, and be reed water Bchal 7 days ; then 

'^ '^ ■> Of r ^ in hot flames; 

ascende. ))e which gadere togidere as longe as ony *)>ing ascendi)>. [•foi. 186.] 

and to 30U schal remayne an erj>e ri3t blak in J)e botum. )>e which «haji ascend 

gadere togidere aside /)>anne [)e redeste watir ^e schal take, forwhy. «ftrth faii 

ber be .ij. elementis. bat is to seie, be element of watir and fier. water into 

' '* r y r the distiller; 

banne yn be stillatorie, to be fier of bab, cleer watir schal asende. pure water 

y J T » r . . Bliall rise ; rwl 

and in be botum schal remayne be reed watir, bat is, be element water, or fire, 

' '' * . . ****^' remain ; 

of fier. and so ^e haue now first oon oyle, bat is, aver o side, and ■" >'"" *^^® 

' J y r ^ J ' the 4 Element* 

watir, and fier, and er))e. and note 3e weel j>at J>erfore Jie element «»i«™t«. 

of watir is putt a3en to drawe out from er)>e fier and eyr, for Jiei 

wole not ascende. but )>oru3 Jie help of element of watir. brynge Distn each 

a^en eucrych into 5 beynge wij> ))e vessel of circulacioun as to- Essence,"" * 

fore /or ellis rectifie, makynge oon ascende .7 tymes hi an o)>ir/ 

but first 3e moste j)e ri3t blak erj>e of oon hide* nature, in )>e natuer.°Hari! 

fumeys of glas mon*, or ellis reucrberactoun, xxj. dayes calcyne / [• of giaw 

And for a cause I speke to 30U nomore of this science, but 863.^' "' 

ioie 3*e, and thanke oure gloriot^ lord god of ))e8e )>ingis J>at rilawG^for 

_ 1 11 tills bit of 

36 haue had. knowledge. 

The science to fixe alle erbely bin&ds in no^^ra 5*» e««encia, Tofijcaii 

))at is to seie, oure heuene, jjat by her influence j)ei may 3eue inourQuinte 

Jjerto j)er propcrtees and her hid vertues / oure glorious god oodhaTgiven 

haj> 3eue sich a uertu to oure qmnta e^^ence. J>at it may drawe ©f draJ^ng^aii 

out of euery matier of fhiy3t / tree / rote / flour, herbe / fleisch, *^t ''ot^lly 

seed cmd spice / And euery medicynable j>ing. alle j>e vertues, houn."' ^ 
propirtees, and naturis, )>e whiche god made in hew. and J>at 
wij>inue .iij. houris. 

Now I haue schewid 30U a souereyn prtuytee, how jwt 36 Put therefore 

may wi)> oure heuene drawe out euery 5 e^^ncia from alle nwSsari'for 

... * . 1 / , 1. 11 .... any syrup into 

|jingis aforeseid / berfore alle necessarie bingis to euery syrup our Quinte 

... ... 1 . .11 Ewence, and 

putte yn oure 5 c^^ncie, arul wibmne .111. houris bat watir schal in 3 hours it 

1 . , . ,. , , , . , , , . , ' , »»•*» ^ >*»<» 

be sic!) a sirup, vndirstonde wel, bettir by an hundrid part by time* i»etter 

. .*,,,, . . / » 1 than before. 

cause of oure 5 e^^j/encic ))an it *8chuldc be wijwute it / And l*1''«I- ii»l 
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wiiatever SO I seic of inedievDS comforUtyues. digestyues. laxatyues. re- 

niedlcinware ^ , ,' ^ , .^ i- ^ . 

put Into our strtktyuefl. and alle o)>cre ; forwhy. if ^e putte seedis or flouns. 

•ence, fruy^tis. lecues. spicis. coold. hoot, sweet, sour, moist, do |>ei 

good or yuel, into oure 5 eMenci^. forsoj^e sich 5 eMenc« ^e 
schulen haue |>erfore. oure 5 eMencie is |>e instrument of alle 

it incnaMs vertues of ^\ng transrautable if )>ei be putt in it, encreessynge 

hundred fold, an hundrid foold her worchingis // 



End of Put I. Explicit ^ra pnma tractatus qi^mte e^^ncie : 
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BOOK II. 



Here bigynneth the secunde book of medicyns / The first to restore an 
medicyn is to reduce an oold feble euaneelik man to be firste mantoUuf 

/ . , .. ,. ^ . strengthqfhis 

strenk}>e of 3ong)ie / Also to restore a^en his natt^re pot is youth. 

lost, and to lenk)ie his lijf in greet gladnesse and perflate heele 

vnto be laste teerme of his lijf bat is sett of god / 3^ schal take Give him our 

oure s** e^^encte aforeseid, bat is to seye, mannys heuene. and aencewiui 

perinne putte a litil qt^antite of 5 e««encia of gold and of peerl. 1—. Me. 

and j)e oolde feble man schal vse )>i8 deuyn drynk at mom and Peari, 

at euen, ech tyme a walnote schelle fulle / and wibiwne a fewe a wainut-sheii 

' "^ , ' , ' fuUatmorn 

dayes he schal so hool bat he schal fele him silf of be statt and and eve. in 

•' ' ^ '^ ^ a few days lie 

)>e strenk|>e of xl ^eer. and he schal haue greet ioie j>at he is jhaufeeioniy 

come to j>e statt of '^ongpe. And whanne his 3ongJ>e is recouerid, J?J®", ^^^jj}* 

and his nature restorid, and heelj)e had, it is nedeful j>at litil and ^^"^"^ 

seelde he vse 5 e^^ence / Also it is nedeful bat he vse ofbe good oniy tiiat of 

wiyn at his mete and at be soper, m be which be fixid be 5. wine at din- 

' ner and sup- 

e^^ence of gold as I tau3te 30U tofore. per. 

The secunde * medicyn is to heele a man, and make hym 2«>». Me. 
lyue, |)ot is almoost consumed in nature, and so nj^ deed )»at Tocureaman 
he is forsake of lechis. but if it be jie laste teerme of his lijf ^^^fori. 
sett of god. 3e schal 3eue him oure qmnte essence of gold wi)> a Give him 
litil quantite of watir of celendojn 3[e]drawe, and meynge it wi)> aenceofGoid 

,,.- •Ill 1 ^^ oelan- 

|>e o|>ere )>ingis aforeseid / and anoon as ]ie sike hath resceyued dine water, 
it into his stomak, it 3eue)) to )>e herte influence of naturel heete 
and of lijf. and ]>anne 36 schal se him rise vp and speke, and Haeupa^" 
wondirfully be comfortid and strenk)>id ))erby// )>anne comforte ^.^comfort 
him wi)> ministrociouw of oure qmnte e^^encie afore seid, and he qSnte e*"^ 
schal be al hool / but if it be so J>at god wole algatis )>at he schal JhaJTb^iureli, 
die / And I seie to 30U truly, )>at )>is is )>e hi3este maistrte )>at wilia he aiuiii 
may be in transmutacioun of kynde. for ri3t fewe lechis now pew doctow 

, , 1 • • X now know 

lyuyuge knowe [)is pnuytee. thishsgiiest 

lecret. 




now TO CUIIE LKFROeV AKD VXISX, 



n^ooit It 




4**. Me. 

To cure Pal- 

conueifrom 
vincoiu hu. 
mourt cloring 
the pasiages 
of motive 
power. 

Rles8ed~be 
CJod. our 
Qui lite Es- 
sence will 
restore the 
paralitic. 
Fix In it the 
Quinte Es- 
Bence of eu- 
phorbium and 
the like : and, 
if God wiU, 
the palsied 
nian shall be 
whole, if you 
make him a 
8t«w of ivy 
and sage. 

Failing 
Quinte Es. 
Ronce, let him 
■ drink Burn- 
ing Water 



lie [indUe niedieyu la to ctire ^?e Tepr^ (nit la musid of 

.iitpeirjuD and putnfueeioua of ony of [>c prmcijuil humoiim 
uf mnn, but not ^ \epTt y<ti ct>me^ to man of k^nde of 
hft fatUr and of [>o inmlir k*prou8. for it is call id morbus 

redhtw. tie (n* Icpre ^»l is *tc*tit af gtjd by Im plage, but )«t 
)Mtt is cftuaid ooulj of rotun bumoims / take otire 5 esw^nce 
iiforcseid, wi^f )r> i[»a*nte ci««^n(^ of goold and peed^ a litil quandte 
nt oonyfi, aiid vii^o it in nianer n^ I aeide afore /and lA'ilytiine a 
fewc daies lie sckal be |w»rtily liool J^erot and if ^e haue nan 
pr*fpfrmte redy cure 5 e»#prjofl. fianne take in pe stide Jwt^f fp^ 
brcifAiiyrtge watir, bnt t>at ti^r ifi betterc, 

Alao, drawe a water of )>o Iruy^t of strawbery or mnlbery 
tree, wlumtie it is ripe, and waiRtolie \te lepre |>wwi}i. |jii 
watir ia of go greet vertu^ for a Houercyn ma^atir took it a 
Iqjroue *womraan. ]jftt wiji fie waisehinge oonly of )jta watir, 
wi'tAynne aebprt tyme was nmad n] hool / but sikirly |je verttt 
j>erof is myche worth if it be meyngid witA oure 5 e««ence, or 
ellis brennynge watir. and )>anne it schal be no nede to vse in 
[)is perilous cure venemys, as summe lechis doon. 

The 4 medicyn is to cure palsie vniuersel. Forso})e alle 
philosophoris seyn Jiat ^ palesye vniuersel comej> of ha- 
boundaunce of viscoiw humouris closynge jie metis of vertu 
aniTTiale, sensityue, and motyue. And )>erfore it is neceasarie Jiat 
)>o )>ingis )>at schal cure ))i8 sijknes be temperate, hoot, and moist, 
and a litil attractyue, and to J)e synot^ confortatyue / Therfore, 
blessid be god, makere of kynde, )>at ordeynede for J>e man 
paralitike oure 5 e^^ence aforseid, )>at souereynly to him com- 
fortynge. restorynge. and temperatly worchynge / j>erfore fixe 
pennne ye 5 e««ence of po laxatyues J>at purgen fiewme and 
viscous humouris. as a litil of euforbie, or turbit, or sambucy. 
and )>anne wi)>oute doute, if god wole, pe paralitik man schal l>e 
hool wi)> comfortynge and restorynge of kynde. if ^e make him 
a stewe hoot and moist with herbis. )>at is to seye. eerbe yue, 
and sauge, )>at haue an heuenly •strenk))e to comforte J)e joynctis, 
a7id )>e senewis, and pe vertu motyue. and if 36 haue not redi 
preparate oure 5 e^^ence, )>anne take fyn brennynge watir til it 
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be redy, and lete J>e pacient drynke J)erof a litil m fyn wiyn. in fine wine, 
and also he schal waische al his body and his extremytees wib over with 

. , 'I I burning 

brennynge watir offce tymes. and lete him vse )>is a good while, ^ter. 
<md he schal be hool. / 

*The .5 medicyn for a man ]yat is almoost al consumed, [•F0I.20&.] 

cmd waastid in al his body, and ri3t leene, as \ai man jwt TojcktnUan 

hath j)e tisik amd j>e etik / Forsoj^e Jie verry cure to heele him u"^'^""*' 

is oure 5 e^^ence / Forwhi. it comforti)> j>e feble nature, and Biix with our 

j>e nature Jjat is lost it restori j>, and so restorid it preserue)> / senoe 
And yerfove if ^e wol restore j>e fleisch of a leene mannys body 

almoost consumed awey.. drawe banne a watir of celidoyne, and a uttie oeian- 
take j>erof a litil qzMintite, and meynge wi)> oure 5 e^^nce if 50 

haue it redy, or brennynge watir in stide yerof. and 3eue it hiw g»ve it the 

to drinke, and wibiwne fewe dayes he schal be wondirfully heshauaoon 

' "^ "be wonder- 

restorid and fat. fuUy&t. 

The .6. medicyn for passiouTis of frenesie. foly. ymagyna^ 6. Me. 

ctouTM and noyous vexactouns of deuelis, and also for J>e ij|*,*c?w<fami 

goute als weel hoot as coold. certeyn experience techij> j>at *^hu. ^^^ 

colerik men 3eue]> to summe ymagynactouns. and sangueyn men 

ben ocupied aboute sunime o|>ere ymag3maciou72S. avd 3itt 

flewmatik men aboute obere / but bo men bat habounde in blak Dark meian. 

., , . <^**o'y ™®" *re 

coler, )>at is, malencoly, ben occupied a ]H>usand part wi)> mo troubled niore 

]>ou3tis. j>an ben men of ony ober complexioun / Forwhi. bot **»" »ny 

others, 

humour of blak coler is so noyous )>at if it a-bounde and a-sende 
vp to )>e heed, it troublij> alle j>e my3tis of J)e brayn, engendr3mge 
noyous ymagynaciouna, bryngynge yn horrible )x)U3ti8 boJ>e 
wakynge and slepinge ; and siche maner of men ben bom vndir being bom 

be constillacioun of saturne, the wickide planete / Forsobe to the wicked 

. » , ,. , , ,1 » . . ill P^«*- 

siche men deuebs wole gladly appere, and minister to hem* her [• Ms.hom] 

prtuy tcT^ptaciouns wijiinne J)e cours of her )>ou3tis, and )>ese ^^^'' 

men )>us * turmentid wi)> |je passiouns of malencoly comounly te^t^uim, 

speke wij) hem, 8tr}'ue and dispute wi)> hem silf whanne )>ei be ^* ^°^' ^^-^ 

a-loone. \a\, ofbe tymes o]>ere folk may heere it / These maner so tiiat ttiey 

of men )>at ben )m« turmentid, as weel by passioun of malencoly despair and 

as of deuelis, ofte tymes falle in dispeir, and at )>e laste sle hem selves. 

silf / be perfi:t cure of alle bese is oure 5 ee^ncie auri ei Tiiecure is 

T r :) r ^ ourQulnte 

2 
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p of |i«reltirtintf or cllls breuuynge watir in stide |?erof, in Jje wiikbe 
VmfK w't*i a ae fixe srdti as li 10 aforfseui* when?me be putt a htil of sene or 
liptt i»Kiiti. watir of fuiit<fi*, or p>iulre of Upia losulj, or ellis medullar ebull^ 
and vse it dij^creetly. foi-why. not al oonly our6 qwmte e«««nce 
ml^^wnht^ tturi «£ |i<rrc1arym be«?lHli l^ese dlseab. / but also brennynge 
ifH^i^l'Le ^"*'*^ '° I* ^'"*=^ ^^'^1 *^ ^'^^^^ bedijj heoi, wi> n Htil of Jw» 
|?mgis |>at purg€ii aod ca^ten out blak ooler sttptjrilue, and beli^ 
}»e splene. 

For»o|^ t?eee medicyna putti[» ftwej wickid )jou;tis and an 

beuy berte maleucoliuus, |?ei gltulitb and clenM J?e hrayii **nd 

ftlle btse myitis, and brynge yn gkdnea and mcrye Jfou^tig, 

dHH>i jiei putta awey also }>e craft of |>e fecndis temptacik>u»is, and 

*]1ma y^^^^P^^^^^^^^^^ 'jf diBpeir f?ei distroie, »»(/ m^c a man to forget© 

ahnaner of ywelcs. and iiaturaly bryn||i)) him n5en to resonable 



to 



Btttnm ii *n Witt and for tt8 mycbc aa satiirae ^ jdanete niitunily yn cookl 



CTeiUuriM. and drye. and is eneniye t-o al kynde / Forwby, euery snow, 
eucry bayl, euery temi>eat, and also J»e hnmour of nialeucoly 

AndiiupowAT comeb of h]m. and be ba|? hm influence ypon derk leet!, cmd 

[•F'aLiiAj vpoii derk *placis vnder )5e erf^, foule and stynkynge- and dei4£& 

Jlti-ii^M wiidiBj and vpon fonlo, borriblej solitaric placis, as it m pfTued m 

^yt. vitaa patru?nr, )jat is to aeye, in lyues and colaciomts of faUria / 

Ttio Mwi! (<Ki And also )je tnoone, uatiirely coold and moist, ba)? bis inBueoce 

Ib full of bane. , , , - . 

vpon j>e ny^t, and vpon myche moisture, and vpon J>e placis 

whanne 4. weyes rneti)) togidere. forso]>e in alle sicbe placis )>ei 

Jupiter and wole a-bide and schewe hem to her foloweris / but forsoJ>e JK> 

otber iiand, )>ingis )>at ben of ]>e nature of lubiter and of sol, goode plauetis, 

make devils ame dlsplesynge to him, and contrarie, and naturaly. deuelis fie 

awei fro hew. for j)ei haue greet abhominacioun of j>er vertiions 

influence / j>erfore it schewij) weel |)ot )>o j>ingis ))at ben in j>is 

and betoken world. summe ber ben bat bitokene be glorious yoie of heuene. 

the joy of , .'^ ^'^ ,,^ , 

heaven, and summe )>mg )>at figure j>e derknesse of euerlast3mge peynes 

of belle / Forso]>e )ie sunne and iubiter, goode planetis, and 

gold, pure metal, and alle pure )>ingis )>at gladen a man, figu- 

M Saturn and ryugc by rcsouTi J)e ioie of heuene / and blak Satume, and pe 

hell. spotty moone, figure and bitokene pe condicioun of belle / and 

1 Erf = crlHj. 
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sib hat (leuelis be dampned, and ful of wreche of helle. berfore DevOs bate 

\ '^ * ' ^ ' , the joy of God 

bei hate be clennesse and be ioie of oure lord ffod and of hise »«'» the 

' ' ' •=* brightnewof 

seyutis / also bei haten be sunne and his cleemes, and pure the «»n ; ^^ 

-' I f 7 MT they delight 

[)ingis \>at maken a man glad, and naturaly it plesi)) hew to *",^''*j[,\^ 

dwelle in derk, and in blak, orrible, stynkynge placis, in heuy- ™®j^,"g5.°,iJ;, 

nesse, wreche, and malencoly, a7id in )>o j>ingi8 \>at pretende J>e ^^^g»- 

condicioun of helle / And si)> oure 5. essence aforeseid is so §"{1,^ es- 

heuenly a \fing, and by sotil craft *brou3t to so myche swetnes. J^n^ ,******" 

it is so souereyn a medicyw jjat it may weel be lijkned to ))e ioie ifke^he j^'of 

of paradice. forwhi, it maki)> a man li^t, iocunde, glad, and Si^'ftway"** 

merie, aW puttij> awey heuy nesse \ angre, malencoly, and wra|)J)e, Sdeiiu*" 

)>e whiche )>at deuelis loue / et idee no^^ra 6 essancia digne irfltir<»»«i' 

vocatwr celum humanum / Also if a man be traueylid wij> a yen.* " **" 

fcend, and may not be delyuerid fro him, lete him drinke a litil man froin a 

quantite of oure 5 essence, wi[) 5 essence of gold and peerl, and him some of 

Avi)) an eerbe callid ypericon, i. [e.] fuga demonum, and )>e seed Esseuce wHh 

herof ffrounden and aftirward distillid, and be watir berof a litil and pearl. 

. ... - . . .. , , , and St. John's 

quantite medlid wib be obere s*" essenctts. and anoon be deuel wort water : 

, _ r ,.,,.,. , »t ""CO the 

wole fie awey fro him and fro his hous. devii wui flee 

Also for Jj€ goute, hoot or cold, j>e pacient schal drynke y^ciircDk* 

oure 5. e««enc6 wi)> a litil qtuintite at oonys of ))e letuarie de ^"f: 

succo rosarum. aud lete him vse )>is letuarie a litil at oonys ech ^uinte e«- 

o))ere day. til superfluc humouris be purgid / but he schal vse n^-juice 

euery day a litil of oure 5. essence with 5 essence of gold a/nd and use daily 

pecrle, a/nd wibmne a fewe dayes be pacient schal be hool. // Essence with 

™, ,. I. . , , t , ^ ,. . ,. o that of Gold 

The .7. medicyn, for to heele ycche, a/nd for to distrte lies^ and p«ri. 
J>at ben engendrid of corrupt humouris. take oure 5 essence ' ' — ^^ 
bi him silf a-loone and vse to drynke Jjcrof a litil quantite itrkai^de- 
at oonys / and take also a litil qt^ntite of Mer[cwrte]]. and Dnnk Quinte 
mortifie it wi)> fastynge spotil, and medle it yn\> a good quantite SuMeWury 

with spittle, 

* houynesae MS. 

■ " A I0U8 is a worme vrith many fete, & it commeth out of the filthi and 
oncleno skynne, & oftentymes for faute of ateudaunce tbey come out of the 
flcsshe through the skynne or swet holes. 

To withdryue them / The best is for to wasshe the oftentimes, and 
to chaunge oftentymes clene lynen." — 7%e noble lyfe and nature of man. Of 
bestes, Berpentys, f owlet, andjisshet y* he motte knowen. Capitulo. C. xix. 



so 



and Buminii; 
the body or 
tiio Itdi and 
£• FoL 326.] 

Ttui (|imrUui 

too euikIi 
Illicit cboier, 



luiii lasts u 
jnar or inofe. 



To can It 

drlnlr mtr 
Knee; 



If JWB hft¥0 It 
BQtt ptlE, pUIi 

of tthttodm&rf 
tlder 111 Hum- 

«ht] tel« n 
WMlniiC-ahiU 
hilt Dsaniliif 
wnd «iVeEdnf . 

Ort^toJce what- 
ever purees 
black choler, 
put it into 
Burning 
Water; make 
soiall pellets 
of it, and take 
one, and then 
two, gradu- 
ally. 



[• Fol. 23.] 



It is said ttuit 
a tooth from a 
live beast 
heals the 
Quartan, and 
the juice of 
Hen.bit or 
Chickweed 
put in a nuin's 
nostrils. 




TO CURE Cil'AUTAS FBTEtt, 



uf puudre of stafi-sagre, aud (funne put it in to a itfreet qtiantite 
of bi'e/tnynge WHter, und \ninnt waiaehe a1 lui* liodj, or ell IB )*e 
heed where f»e ioclie mtd Jms Hea lien, mnd vse pi& niedicyn ,2. ar 
3- and |je Mijk * mtiii scliul be bool 

The .8. meUu^yii for to core tlie ^uatteyu mid iille fc 
J^assiouna Jwit comet? "^ nmleticoly in nuuuiyf body and ^ 
maistne to purge lualeiicoly. and ^e seha! yndirstonde |?at ^ 
qtftirteyn is gendrid of mydit haboundau^icc of maleucolye Jj«t 
is eorfuwqiid mitJiynn^ [hs body, and for Jsia humour ifl er]>ely. 
coold, and drie, of t»e natuni of E*!owt aattinie. J>erfore }hj accesae 
of Ijia Bykiiea beu slowe, and it dun )» tomounly yn u man a ^cer 
or more, and it putti(? fro hhn gladoeBse, ci?id bryngij) yu heiiyiK^ 
more (?aji o|>ere feueris do / If je wole heelc yh aijknt^s in echort 
tymcj lete f« pacient vat* to drjTike ood 5 e^aenee, and he schul 
be al hool iiastily / forwbi ; it consumej) \te corrupt sup^HIlie 
humouris, atid reducft nature to eqi^aHt^, and bryngi)j yn glad- 
nesse, and chasi)? a-wey heuyues mid TualeucoUe. and if it so be 
J?«t ^e haue noujt oure 5 ejwenoe / [janne take j lb of jm^ beste 
bretmynge watir. and t?«rinne putte ineduUam ebuli. and namely; 
|?e white, if je may haue it / of )^is watir 5eue to J»g pacient, 
morowe and eue*i, a walnot Bcbcllc ful at oouys. and he aclud 
be al hool / or ellis )?U8. take what ]>mg ^e wole fw^t purgi^ 
malencolye. and putte a litil )>crof into brennynge watir. and 
vse [)at laxatif maad into smale pelotis, wijsly rescejruyng ri3t a 
litil at oonys, as oon litil pelot, and preue ))erby how it worchi)>. 
)>anne ano\>er tyme .ij. at oonys, if it be nede / so J>at )>e mater 
be a litil digestid and a litil egestid. for bettere it is to worebe 
a litil and a litil at oonys, )>an sodeynly greue ))e nature, forwbi, 
two litil pelotis laxatif meyngid wij) brennynge watir * wole 
worche more my3tily )>an .8. pelotis wole do bi hem silf / 
Also pbilosopboris seyn j>at a too[) drawe out from a quyk 
beest, born vpon a man, delyueri|> fro j>e quarteyn / Also 
J>ei seyn {»at if \>e yuis of j>e eerbe J>at is callid morsus galline 
rubri be putt in hise nose-jjrillis wbanne he bigynneth to suffre 
j>e accesse of J>e q?«irteyn, he schal be hool, wi|> \>e grace of 
god. 



Book II.] TO CURE CONTINUAL, TERTIAN, AND DAILY FEVERS. 21 

The medicyn to heele pe feuere contynuele ; alle philo- »". Me. 

sophoris seyn J>at pe feuere contynuele is gewdrid of putri- J^^i^pJ^ 

faccioun of blood and of comipeiouw of humouris in it / u ariites from 

\feriore ^ cure J>^of is to pwrge blood, and to putte awey J)e Sf*bi^and 

corrupcioun of it, and J>e humoris vneuene to make euene, humoura."" 
\>e nature lost to restore, and so restorid to kepe / Forso))e alle 

bese bineds worcheb oure qmnte essence, and berfore it curib our Quint* 

n \ r ; , . Essence cures 

p«rfi3tly )>e feuere contynuele / and j>ou3 brcTinynge watir caste thi», (tho* 

out fro blood watry humouris and corrupt, ^itt take it nou^t in water does 

[)is cure / forwhi ; J>ou3 brewnynge watir be .7. t3rmes distillid, 

^ittit is [not] fully depurid fro his brennynge heete, cmd )>e .4. 

elementis / but si)> oure 5. e^^cnce is not hoot^ ne moist, coold, 

ne drie. as ben be 4. elementis/ berfore it heelib perfi3tly be if mixed with 

contynuel feuere; namely wib co7/muxtioun of be 5 e«*ence of senceofcioid 

gold and peerle / and if 3e wole 8trenk))e 30ure medicyn, ]>anne 

putte yn oure 5. e«^nce a litil quantite of pulpa cassie fistule / andaiittie 

11 . . - . , 1 *t> ' Cafisiaorllerb 

or elhs J>e luys of )>e eerbe mercunale. and if it so be pst oJ>ere Mereury. 
humouris habounde to myche vfith blood. )>anne take )>o laxa- 

tyues })at kyndely wole * purge hem, as comoun bookis of I* foi. 236.] 
fisik declare);. 

The ID. raedicjm to cure )>e feuere tercian, j>e which is lo. Me. 

causid of putrifaccioun, or reed coler to myche haboundynge / J^anVever\ 

to cure JHjes sijknes tak oure 5 essence, or ellis fyn bren- Take Quinte 

Eisence wiLli 

nynge watir. but |>e firste is bettere. and putte ()erinne a litil Rhubarb and 

- , "111 Endive water, 

of rubarbe or of summc o]>er laxatiue pat purgip reed coier. and mum and eve. 
a greet qi^intite of watir of endyue. and vse j^is medicyn at 
morowe aiid euen. and J>e pacient schal be hool wi)>oute doute. 

The II. medicyn is for to heele )>e feuere cotidian. ))e 11. Me. 

which is causid of putrifaccipun of flewme to haboundynge / ^^^ ^*'^ 

and si)> flewme is coold and moist, oure 5 e^^nce. (and in his Take our 
absence take good brennynge watir.) ha)> strenk))e and vertu to 
consume |>e rotun watery inordinat and to myche coold humi^ 

dite / )>crfore take oure 5 e^^ence or brennynge watir. and putte Quinte Em- 

. , , Mcnce, and a 

berinne a Iitil of euforbij. turbit, or sambuci, or sum obir bing little Euphor. 

, . 1 J • Wura, &c. 

Jiat purgi)) flewme, and vse it morowe and euc, arui J)e pacient 
schal be hool. 
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Vblet, Ate, 



To atreoras- 
tteafff Frenzy 
ami Madne$». 

Wrap the 
head and feet 
in, and smell 
at, ropilion 
(with Vinegar 
mixed), and 
Rue. 



13««». Me. 

To cure 
Cramp. 

Uao our 
Quhite Es. 
senceorBurn- 
hig Water. 



,12. medicj^n fur to aire fe feuerc agn, muI ^ limtttik 
uiau mud wuuniiiiu / diHereet maiistm seyn. |wt J»e feuwit 
agu, coiiionnly is cnu^tU of a tiyolent reed coler aduiit, and cf 
hlood &iiii«t^ fliid of hiak color aduit, aud smutynie of ooa irf 
J«ist* otiu^t^ iind sutntymc! c»f two togidere. and suraU^me of .j, 
togidert* / iitid jn^rfore (m? feo<?rt» agu is (m? jKisityiie degree, and 
in )h? Hiijjrrlatyui.^ degre«^, eouifwifBtif gree and superlatif gree / 
For [w feU(f^^e &^ ba)v coiiiourdy ^lleimciouii of witt, and achew* 
yuge of |?iR|,'i« of fuiitanj / And je schal koowe weel whidid 
l>eii J>e huimmriR ndiii«t )»it CRuaco ]?e feu^rc, be )>ese *tokeiie»/ 
Jj'orwUi, if }>e pucietit Btn|j t>at be aeef blak J^tngU. )>aiin€ blak 
coler, Juifc is, luaJeiicolie iri aduat / and if be ee |jlngie of gold / 
reed eolcr is aduit / if reed l^iMgifl, and aehewyni^e of blood* 
^nii& blood la luhmt / And if be 9ei)> J>at be eeej> alle )»e»e iij. 
^ingift. ^ne allc f>e liunmuris l>en adust / For on mycbe »s 
Irt'eiinyngc watir afioendi|j to )?€ b<^d. and gladly wole a man 
diynke / And ai|) }^i feuere agu. regne^ in ^ r«giouti of )w 
beed / )?e pbilosopbnris couneeilis J>at )»e ^mcient schal not 
resceyni? it in fis sijknes / but it ia nmlefnl )jat be takts 
oiire 5 e#^nc<f af gold and of peerl, nieyngi?ig Jw 6 part of 
5 e*«ene<; of watir of rose, violet, borage, and ktuse / and 
|>nnne 50 achulen hsue an beuenly medieyn to cnre p*?rfi3tly J>is 
Bijknesse. 

For to cure pe frenesye and.woodnes, or ellis at J>e leeste 
to swage it / take a greet quantite of popilion. and ^e beste 
vynegre Jiat 30 may baue. and a good quantite of rewe domestik, 
weel brayed, and meyngid wi)> J)eBe forseid J^ingis, and biclippe 
)>e beed and )>e feet of \>e pacient witA )>i8 medieyn. and sum 
)>erof putte to bis nose-jirillis. j>i8 piedicyn anoou puttij) awey J>e 
frenesye and )>e schewywge of fantasies / it eurij> also wode men 
and lunatike men. and it restori]) a^en witt and discreciouo. and 
maki|> al bool and weel at eese. 

The .13. medicyn is to put a-wey )>e craumpe fro a man. 
for as myebe as wise men sejTi })ot J)e craumpe cometh of J>e 
hurt3mge and )>e febilnes of )>e senewis, as it scbewi); sumtyme 
yn mcdicyns maad of elebore, [)er is no \\ng J>at putti)> awey J>e 
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Book II.] TO CURE POISON AND COWARDICE. 23 

craumpe as doi)) oure 5 e^^ence aforeseid, or ellis *brennynge [•foI.246.] 
watir in stede of it. 

The . 1 4. medicyo, to caste out venym fro mannys body / i4«°*. Me. 

take (mre 5 essencey and putte ))enne fleisch of a cok, neysch j^J/^l^a 

soden and sotilly brayed, note kirnelis, fyn triacle, radisch, "»«'»'fJ:£«fy- 

and garleek smal brayed, . and ohere bingis hat ben goode Quinte e«- 

... sence, wfth 

to caste out venym, as comoun bookis of nsik declanb / cock's flesh, 

A 1 1 X 1. 1 A • 1 uut-kernels, 

Ana also, to comforte be herte, putte yn oure forseid 5. e^^ence, &c.. and 

j>e 5. essence of gold and of peerl. and he schal be delyuerid sence of goW 
))erof and be hool. 

The .15. medicyn, to make a man ))at is a coward, hardy 15^. Me. 

and strong, and putte a-wey almaner of cowardise and drede / c^1-du>id 

I seye 30U forsoJ)e \>at no ping may telle alle )>e myraclis ver- *"**' 'Jl^!^^- 
tues \>at god haj) mood in oure 5 essence, and not al oonly in 

him. but also in to his modir. bat is to seye, fyn brennynge Give him our 

- .... , ,. ., . ^ QuinteEs- 

watir ; for to cure bis sijknesse. take a litil quantite of oure 5 »enoe with 

twice as much 

essence, and putte )>erto double so myche of brennynge watir. numing 

and a litil qieantite of J>e iuys of eerbe pione and of saffron dis- j«ttie Peony 

till id togidere. and a litil of 5 e^^ence of gold and of peerl, and fron. ft"d 

3eue it him to drinke. and aftir spdeynly, as it were by myracle, sence of Gold 

be coward man schal lese al maner drede and feyntnes of herte. The coward 

^ "^ slmll lose aU 

and he schal recouere strenk))e )>at ys lost by drede, and take to fcintneas of 
him hardynesse. and he schal dispise deeb. he schal drede no despise death. 

"^ * ' ^ ^ and dread no 

perelis, and passyngly he schal be maad hardy. ))is is trewe, for p«rii«- 
it haJ) ofte tymes by oolde philosophoris [bene] preued / J>erfore Therefore 
it were a greet wisdom bat cristen prt'ncis in bateilis a^cn prinoe« 

1 111*. i*< 1 x»,i should have 

hebene men hadde wib hem in tonnes brennynge Wtitir bat tuns of Hum- 

, ,<. . 1. .1 M -. Ing Water, 

bei my3t take to euery natynge man half a n^t litil cuppe ml and give every 

. fighting man 

\>erof to drynke in j>e bigyunynge of j>e batel. and ))is pnuy te a cup before 
owith to be hid from alle enemyes of be chirche, and also [*foi.25.] 

'' '^ the heathen. 

♦princis and lordis ministriwge jjese jjingis schulde not telle 
what it is. 

The .16. medicyn a^ens j>e feuere pestilewciale, and ]>e iQ"*- Me. 

maistrie to cure it ; for8oj>e holy scripture sei)) ))at summe J-lnll^ip^r 

tymes oure lord god sendij) pestilence to sle summe maner iJj'^pJ^/X*' 

of peple, as it is seid deutronommm 28 in ]>\b maner *' Si "•«^'.^^'*'<^- 
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tItMB II. 



timi wm III 

inHh Hull rr 

mMl *» lU latJl 
liHir llki rdini 
ftii4ot«^ ilti 

tiii<nti, jifwtl- 
IrnKir* i^bfill 

c iiiit un 



■yiim tu curt i 



bill iitl tjthui 



nlidivt* nuty 
tmr QiUtttt* 
K^iMcncv with 
])hurbiuni, 
[• Vol. 256.] 

niicl a laxative 
<tuiiito Es- 
^«nce timt wUl 
send the pa- 
tient to stool 
once a day. 



He must also 
take every 
inoniirig hn 
cgg-sheil-fuU 
uf Hiirning 
Water, and 2 
or 3 pestilence 
pJllB in our 
Quinte Es. 
j*ence, 
and bmoke his 



omum tnandatfi eiti«t veniant miter tc anm<^ iimledicetonaa ; kU" 

nmledictuj* em in duitHtc Ac." ^ infriv. *' iKl-iun^jat Uh\ pfstilcn- 
ctrtiw donee consunmt tc tk* Utrn^ |wrt'ut'iut tt* il*>jjif%iui* e*reslBt«, 
fcbre, el frigore, RrtJorc td eiitu, tf m?re eornipto nc mhigine^ ei per~ 
tteqti^tur tloiioc j>^reas" ht^c ibiifcm, ei infra '* percuciat to tlomitma 
trlc^e cgtpti el po^etn ai3ri>t^ris per iitmm stercora egairantt^r 
mMc quofpt^^ et prtrngiuc, iu ut curari Dequeue, [irrcuciat t<? 
domirtM^ Dftct^itate ac fiirore nientb"' // TberTor** a gret ftwl 
wort* he [mt woUle prcsnme to cure ftese jiIaiL^s of pfAtilenei* pal 
hen vn culpable, |?ut bfii sent of goil to ponyfiche synne // AJ^k* 
)G ichal vndTrR^>utW t>at mef* may dte in .iij. manerti. in oo» 
iniiin*r hy tiatnn^l ilre[> in \tc U'vrxm^ ]^t is «ett of god / In 
anofflr maner Id vinlent doojj. and also in )je .iij. mauer occa- 
itiojady wi^mue )m! ttH.'mt(! ]xit k sett of gmi as )k> njen |Ktt to 
myche rcjilecioun, or to ^reoi ahatynence or by cHsji^racRiiiJij or 
ellia by nccligence, ele him silf / but dkirly alle o(w»"e nianer 
of feueris j^e^tilencG |^t god suffri]? to come to nif^^kyiule hy 
perilous influence of yuele [ilftuetis, hy |ie grace of god and ^jood 
gouemaunee may be eurid partialy wi|> oure 5, e^fawnef* aint 
(i^rirAiie puttc a litil of olo^s e|>atTk atid eurorbij^ mid a litil of 
iei^pigra galieni and of 5 e^sencs, of }m? rote of lilic and ali*o 
of gold and peerle, capilli veneris *and ysope. for ))e8e \\ngis 
ben nedeful to siebe feueris and apostemes / it is nedefiil also 
))at wij) ))ese j)ingi8 j)er be sich a qwinta e««encia laxatyue )>at 
wole purge ))e superflue humouris J)at abounde. and J)at ))e 
pacient so myche resceyue in a natural day jjerof |)at he may- 
go weel oonys to sege. and so lete him vse j)is laxatif .3. in }>e 
woke ; But be weel war )>at he take wiJ) oure q?itnta e^^encia 
but ri^t a litil q2«antite of )>e laxatif at oonys, as I tolde 30U 
tofore, for peril ))at mi3te bifalle. amd emery day take he by ))e 
morowe an eye-schelle fill of good brennynge watir, and )>e cor- 
rupt eyr schal not noye hi^/i, and also vse in J)e dayes. two or 
)>re smale pelotis pestilenciales in oure 5 e««encia, or in bren- 
nynge watir, and al j>e hous of j>e pacient schal be encensid 
* MS. volucris. 



IJooK II.] MAY THIS BOOK FALL INTO NO BAD MAN's HANDS ! 25 

Strongly .iij in ))e day wi)) frank-encense. mirre. and rosyn. imusewitii 

terbewtyn aind rewe. and jjis is perfi^t cure for ))e feuere pesti- &c. 

lence / And ))U8 30 may wij) J)is 5 e^^encijs cure alle Jiese sijk- 

nesse* aforeseid, and manye oj>ere, as it were by myracle, if 36 

worche di8c[r]eetly as I haue toold 30U tofore / Now here Here is an end 

I make an eende of j>is tretis )>at is clepid })e mooste avd j>e JJ^®"^'*" ^^ 

souereyneste secrete of alle secretis. and a passynge tresour 

bat may noust fayle // O quantum malum foret, si hie what iii« win 

;., . , , . , , . . befall if itgeto 

liber pcrueniret ad manus ho77imum mundanonem, ad noticiam into tyranu' 

and repro- 

tirannorwm, et ad seruicium reproborum. qttia sicut wmxix per bates'hand* 

, .... *°** prolongs 

hunc librum potcrunt continuare opera vite ckrisiiavk diucit^^ their tife in 

el vehemencitM, ita ei reprobi possent peruerso vsi diucit^ keep it fr 

per^euerare in malo. ego autem, qt^ntum in me est, propter ^i""®? »"di 

solos sonc/os librum hunc constituo, e< ip^i^m custod Fiael ihe«u Jp Christ's 

, '- -^ keeping now 

Chrisli commendo nunc et in eteruum //= // ' *"^ «*«'• 

Explicit libmm de maximis secretis e^^encie quinte &c. 




NOTES 

ON THE CHEMISTRY OF THE TEXT 

By C. H. GtLU Hbq. ot UaciYBBSttt Coi*lb&b. Los do v. 



P. 4. Direction to Bubmit any wine thai is not sour to distil- 
lation. (Sour wine is deficient in alcohol; that body having 
been changed into acetic acid by oxidation.) In the language 
of the mystical ideas which prevailed in the dawn of Chemistry, 
the colouring matters, sugar &c. of the wine are called 'the .4. 
dementis/ or as it were the ' rotten faeces %f wine' ? 9 

The direction to distill the wine seven times is a good practical 
suggestion for the obtaining of strong alcohol which will bom 
well. Then follows a description of the distilling apparatus, 
which seems to have been arranged, to ensure a very slow distil- 
lation, so as to obtain a product as colourless and scentless as 
possible. 

P. 5. The second way to make the Quinte essence depends on 
distillation of alcohol by means of the heat of fermenting horse- 
dung ; also the fifth manner. 

P. 6. The directions for gilding burning water are all nonsense ; 
but as the writer had no means of testing the truth of his state- 
ments, they may have been made in good faith. 

P. 7. The idea which he expresses, that this gilt burning water 
will make you well and young, is difficult to explain, except on 
the assumption that, it being the strongest of alcohol, a very 
little served to produce that elevation of spirits which seemed to 
bring back the spring of youth. 

P. 7, 1. 6 from the bottom. The word liquihle^ in the text does 
not mean liquids, for a liquid cannot be made hot enough to ]>e 
quen<i1ied. If the original liquihles cannot be retained I should 
substitute the word Uquiubhs, meaning those things which can 
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be liquefied by heat. Indeed in the next passage we find stated 
that if Saturn (the alchemists' mystical name for Lead) be 
quenched &c., and that if then Mars (Iron) be quenched in the 
same liquid, it will acquire the softness of Saturn. Or if you 
quench lead in spirit which has had iron first cooled in it, it 
becomes hard. 

Of course there is no truth whatever in the above statements. 

P. 8. The fire without coals &c. is ' corrosive sublimate,* most 
probably containing an excess of Sulphuric acid (vitriol) as an 
impurity. If Copper (Venus) or Tin (Jupiter) be dipt into this 
solution of mercury they will have a deposit of mercury formed 
on their surface, which will give them a pearly appearance. 

P. 8. To bring Gold into calx. When gold is treated in the 
way directed, a fine powder of gold of a brown or yellow colour 
is left. This might readily have been mistaken for a calx by 
those who had no clear ideas of what calx really was. 

P. 9. The departing of gold from silver is essentially the same 
as the plan practised at the present day. 

To get the Quintessence of Qold. I can make nothing of the 
directions, that is, I cannot see that they (the directions) hide 
any real truth. 

P. 10. How to get the Quintessence of Antimony. I can make 
nothing of this part, and can only suggest that the vinegar used 
contained hydrochloric acid, and when distilled with * Myn Anti- 
mony* (native sulphide of antimony) gave a distillate of Chloride 
of Antimony containing some * kermes* which is red. 

From this point onward there is little or nothing that can be 
explained by a Chemist. 



GLOSSARY, 



AgWj p. 22, 1.1, ' IntennTttent 
Feayer^ caiiiTHODly called an 
A^im^ has certain timen of 
InteriniBsion or ceasing ; it 
lieginu far the moBt part with 
Cold or Shivering, endii in 
Heat, atiJ returns exactly at 
set Period i*/ PkiUipA. 

Aischin, p. 4, 1,10, iislies. 

Amphora, p. 11, to., *a large 
vessel wbieh derived its 
name from its being mude 
witli a handle on m/c[\ Bide 
of the neck, from o/n^t on 
both mdm, and <j>€pm I carri/J* 
DkL ojGr. and liovn. AnL 

Anele, p. 6, 1. 26, i&e., heat? 

A p u -it eniea , p . 2 4 , 1.24, i in po - 
stliunies, ho da. 

Appeire, p, 3, L 12| impair, 
worsen, 

ArrcinSj p. 2, L 25, spidera. 

' Casaia Fistula (Lat,). [p. 21, 
L16], Cassia in the Pi)>e 
or Cane, a kind of Heed or 
Shrub that growa in In dm 
and Africa^ hearing blaek, 
round, and long Cods, iu 
whioh m eontaiuM a soft 
Mtiek Suhstanc(*t sweet like 
Honey, and of a purging 
Quality; rhiliips. 

C'ohteiouus, p. 18, I, 21, Icoin* 
meats, liomilies. 



Comoiiune, p, 3, I. 35, conimu- 

uicate. 
* Continual Feavcr [p. 2 1 ] is thftt 
whose Fit is coutmu'd for 
many Days ; haviti;r ita 
times of Abatement J and of 
luore Fierfcaejts ; altho' it 
never intermits, or leayes 
off; PhUlips, 

Deedly, p. 3, I 24, liable to 
death, raortah 

Departynge, p. 5, 1, 14, parting, 
separating. 

Depurid, p. 9, I 27, purified. 

DiatilIatorie,p.ia, I 24, a still. 
Ran die Holme, {A cademif, 
p, 422, dol. 2,) speaks of a 
Still or Distillatory Instru- 
ment,' and further on, iv.p 
* He lieareth Siible, the Head 
of a fJi^til^aicmj with 3 pipes; 
liavinij as many Receivers or 
Bottles set to them/ 

' Ebuhim or Ebubis (Lat.), [p* 
18, 1.3] the Herb WaU-tmrt, 
Dati^^cort^ or Dwarf^id^,' 
PhiflipM- 

Encorpere, p. 13, 1. 4, ? mix. 

Euforhii, 1. 21, b3bot. ^Eu- 
phorbia, the Lihi/ttn Fern/ti^ 
a Tree or Shrub fii-st found 
by Kidjj J-nhn^ and so cadVl 



OLOSSARY. 



29 



from the Name of his Physi- 
cian JH upharbusJ' Fhillips. 
Euphorbiuin, * the gummy Juice 
or Sap of that Tree much 
us'd in Physick and Sur- 
gery.* Fhillips, 

Funter, p. 18, 1. 3.? 

Fyme, p. 10, 1.2 bot., mud, clay. 

Gerapigra galieni, p. 3, 1. 29, 
Upa jriKpa TaXr^vov, 

Giltid, p. 7, 1. 3, having the pro- 
perties of gold communicated 
by it. 

Hide, p. 13, 1. 18, ? for hideus; 
compare the Harleian read- 
ing * unkinde.* 

Kynde, p. 1, 1. 12, all creatures; 
i. 13, nature, tone; 

/ Lapis Lazuli [p. 18, 1. 3] a 
kind of Azure or Sky-col- 
our d Stone, of which the 
Blew Colour calFd Ultra- 
marine is made . . much U8*d 
in Physick.' Ph. 

Lembike, p. 9, 1.2,* Alembick 
or Limbeck (Arab.), a Still, 
a Cliymical Vessel used in 
Distilling, shaped like a Hel- 
met, and towards the Bot- 
tom, having a Beak or Nose, 
about a Foot and a half 
long, by which the Vapours 
descend. They are com- 
monly made of Copper tinn'd 
over on the inside, and often 
of Glass.* Phillips. 

Liquibles, p. 7, 1. 6 bot., melt- 
able metals. 

Lymayl, p. 8, 1.6 bot., Fr. * livn- 
aille: f. File-dust, pinnc-<lust.* 
Cotgrave. 



Marien Bath, p. 12, 1. 7 bot., 
Balneum Mariae, a Chemist*s 
bath. * Bain de Marie, Ma- 
ries bath ; a cauldron, or 
kettle full of hot water.' 
Cotgrave, 

Medle, p. 19 last line, mix. 

Medulla, p. 18, 1. 3, pith. 

Mercasite, p. 10, 1. 14, *a kind 
of Mineral Stone, hard and 
brittle, partaking of the Na- 
ture and Colour of the Metal 
it is mixed with ; some call 
it a Fire -Stone.' Phillips. 

Mercuriale, mercuric, p. 21, 19, 
&c., * Mercury . . among Chy- 
mists.. signifies Quick-silver; 
and is also taken for one of 
their active Principles, com- 
monly caird Spirit , , Also 
the Name of a purging Herb 
of which there are two sorts, 
viz. Good Ha/rry and Dog's 
Mercury,^ 

Morsua Gallinse, the Herb Hen- 
bit or Chick-weed. Phillips, 

Mortifie, p. 19 last line, 'Among 
Chymists to change the out- 
ward Form or Shape of a 
Mixt Body; as when Quick- 
silver, or any other Metal, is 
dissolved in an a>cid Men- 
struum,' Phillips. 

Neischede, p. 7, 1. 2 bot., made 
nesh or soft. 

Oo, p. 4, one. 

Popilion,p.22,1.24; *Populeum, 
an Ointment made of Poplar 
buds, of a cooling and allay- 
ing Quality.' Phillips, Fr. 
' Populeon, Popil ion, a Pom- 
pillion ; an ointment made of 
blacke Poplar buds.' Cot. 



nuomxRx, 



. Ague [p. 20] 18 that 
^„, Fit returua every 
(Snini, >fty/ Phillips. 

w«*mce ie defined by Phil- 
ke purest 8«bstance 
lit of oiiy Natuml 
Kalicine made of 
lUnoiifl active Par- 
its Ingreilieiits aepa- 
■ , it-om all Fmce^ or 

L.nv^© ; tlie Spirit, chief 
Torccj or Virtue of any 
thing/ 

Berne, p. 9, !* 5 bot., A.-S. 

7*ew?ia, a strflfj, tbong, 
KeptifHle, p. 8, L 21, ] 
Rt^trejiiej p. 7, ). 8, retain- 
Rewai-d, p. 2, K 4, 7, regflrd, 
Eytoiubcj pJO, L 3 t*ot, u che- 

tniet^fl veaad of some kind. 

3ainbtieyf p, 16,1. 7 ImiL, * Sam- 
buens, the Elder-Tree ; a 
8hrtib of very ^reat Ui^e in 
Fbyaic/ PMilip^. 

* Stftfisagn?, p. 20, L 1, * StapbiH 
agriii, the Ll**rb Stftvca-aerej 
or Licc-haue/ FhUlips. 



* Tertian Ague or FeBV©r[p.21] ' 
is tliat whi<;h iutemiit^i tm- 
tiruly, aud returns agnitij 
every tliird Day with itfti 
several Syn>pt<>mfl at a 
Time." PhUiips. 
To, p/l,ll6, tooL 
Triacle, p. 23, 1. 5, COT^M, 
* Treacle* a Physical Ctinii»o- 
ftition, made of Vipers nud 
other iugredienta/ liti/JifiS, 
lit, p. 16, L 7 bo t., *lWbit, 
-ipoly, an Htrh Called Tiir- 
th^ or blew <^'anioniel/ 
■bith, an Herb m^ eairj bj 
e Arabians, which ^frowa 
Camhaja, Surat, and utht-T 
irts of Asia ; a dangcroiiii 
rug upon aeeount of ita 
olent purging Quality/ 
h» 

V dues, p. 22> L 23, wdduei^ 

mdneas, 

Ypericon, p. 19, L 16, ' Hypc^ 
rieon, St- Johns- Witri, an 
excellent Herb for Wonnil% 
and to provoke Urine' I*h^ 



iimhi Qinjlish U^^i ^odftg^ 
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InlroSJuclion, [Slotes, anb <!5bssarial |nlj«, 



REV- WALTER W. SKEA T, M.A., 



LONDON ! 

PCBLISHED FOE THE HAHLY EXOLJgH TMXT aOClt 
Br N- TBUBKEtt & CO., tfO, PATERNOSTER TIOTV 



» » 

Committee of Managemecit : 
D.INBY P. FRY, Esq. ElCHJkRD ^torp.ts k^. 

PaBDERICK J. Ft KNIT ALL, Es«j, lU % FA! 

rrrZEDWARD MALU Rsia< Kev. OEvm i;y, 

RET. J, RAWSON LUilBY. liEV. WALi fciE W. bK&AT. 

HKNBV R WHKATLKY, Esq. 

( Tf liif A /Piwrrr f-f' f^dti ir^rXvrx In their numhttrS) 

Honorary Secret ary : 

HENRY B. WHEATLEY, Ewj.. h^, ItKUstuta Stiii;kt, Lonikt!*, W. 

Bankere ; 

THE UNION BANK OF LONDON, REGENT STREET BEAJfCH. 

14, AnatLL Place, W, 



TUe Publications for 1864 uad 1*^65 \\xv oui of priiit, but a few ropks 
r«*iimHi of Nt>. 4, — Sir Gavmyne aiid the Green Knii^lit^ ab. 1 i>, edited 

by H. Morm, Esq., 10#, ; and No, 6, Of tlie Orthographic :i -.niitic of 

i\m Biitaa Tongue, be Aicxander Uumc» ab* 16 H A*]>*, edited by Hmir B^ 
UTieatley, Esq., 4^, (Xo. I b Early Eiietliftb Allitir ' T^ ' ; 31(1-80, 

ji-t>. J S, ArthtiTj ab. 1440 A. FJ. , S.Lauder OEi tii gtj. Ice 

1656 A,D. ; 6, Lancelot of the Jjdk, nk UOO j 7, Ocwr^is imd Kxodas^ flti* 
UBO; 8, Mortc Artbuie, ab, 1440; 9, Thirmic oq f^' ' "^ ^ ^b, 
159S ; lO^Mtdiii, uK 1430, Pt. L; U, Lyudi^ay*f> ..2| 

?t. L i 12, The Wright's Cluiste Wife, ak 1462.) 

The Publicationa for 1866, are— 

n. SEINTB MARUERETE. h^ MHilr ri wit Murtrr. Three TciU of »b. a.D. ISOO. %%\tt, tOL 

Pirttt editfxl 111 ISKIB J- .t... i?,,, ,.i i . .. l..*,.. \i -v >.„i *,...- ^. , \ .., 

1*. THE RfmAXCE OF tl TUB 

AHSI'MPTION OF 

th- ^ . 

ot: 
IPl. A Tl 

t; 

IS. HALi .iL.1. .,, 

IB. SIR DAVID LV ^ 
aiiil othi^r Miiiyr i' 
a*. 6rf. 

JO, ifOME TREAT! '^'^^ 

1»- MERLLN, OR E 
the UTliqiii* M ■ 
by Hniry It, V 

22: Tilt' T."iv\i n\H-; i.v^\' tint I f'kiTfrvT-'V r.i;i.,.( r.,.. lU., t\,^i t;. p ^y^ 



i^bncfor 


91». N<x 3«i4 Mi^ 





MA. 



LiOM TMEXTT-NrNE Mm OF TlFlii* PIXjVKAN. wit^ 
^j**l fc»r the 8ocJi<?ty*# Thn>c-Tcit B*lltiou of the Poem. Jlj the fi«»- 

..I. v-"^ * ■ i^^^t*?*! f<>rthf fijBt tiiDfl fhiw thij M». (with » trim. 
MA. K. 

li K, Part IL, tin? Ctimttli^tit of Mw Kioff^ t*toln|^j 



l?T rn iiiTJT 



4*. 



HUE. EdlMl ft>r th« antt Utn^ frooi 



I 



DAN 
E»rf, 



L L.LMl K 



V, E-iJt^ d fj-i-m Uii' iimiiUc 31^^. 4J> tb-.' Briliih Mu^tllUJ, bj EicUaril JI irri*. 



Thf - ' R<^port, Jmuinn\ 1867, with TJsts of Trxtm to 1 ■ 

in futii I k*.» ett'.» (:4UJ he KmI on appHnitbii to the liu^ 

llf:>EV 1^, WueaTliy, Esq,, S3, Bertien hia^et, W. 



.d 



I 
I 
N 



p 



I 



The publicationa of The Earltf En^lmh Test Sodettf are diTided into 
Four Claaaea: I, Arthur and other Romances. IL Works UlustratiTig 
our Dialects aud the llistorj of our Languiigo, including a Series of 
re-editlona of our earlj Dictioparba* 111. Biblfcal Translatioas aud 
Betigiotia Treat iaes. IV. Miseellaneoug, The following are some of 
the works which in future years will be published in each of the 
Qaaaes, 

I. 
The Rotnaoce of Artbour and Ifisrlin. From the AuoMnleck MS. (flb. 1330-30 a.d,), 

and the Ltncola'ti Iirn iind Douce MSS. 
TUc History of the Saint Graal ur Sank Byal. By Henry Lonplicb. Skriiiier (ah. lAiH^ 

Aa*.), To be re*edited from \\%v ut^iquL* MS* in the Library of Corpus Chnfiti Coll,, 

Cjimbridj^*?, by F. J* FumwwIL Essq., M.A, 
SjT Thomas Maleor's Mort d* Arthur. To be edited Irom Cfts^ton'i edition (1486 A,u,), 

with a new I*re&ce, Notes, and a Olosiarf . 
The Arthur Balladi$. 

Tho Ronittnoe of Sir Tristrem, To he odit^sd from ihe AucMnlcek MS. 
Tbd English Ghftrkmagne Eonsancos. From the Auchinleck and other MSS. 
The Bomance of Sir Gt^aerides. From the MS, in Triu, ColLi Ciimh ridge* 
The Bomance or Legend of Sir Ypoti*. From the Veraoii MS. 
The EomaQoe of William and ihe Werwolf. To bo ediled from the naiqtie MS. in ihr 

I.ibmt7 of Eing'i Coli, Cambridge. 

n. 

Hampiil^'i Version of* and Gomnientflry on, the PiialmB. To be edited ffom a Northern 

MS. by H. Morri% Ksq, 
Hampole's other Ep^lish Works in tho Northern dialect* 
The Gospel of Nicodemai in the NoHbumbrmn dialoet. To be edited for the fifit timn 

from fiarl MS. Mm, &c*» Cotton- Galha, E ii., by E. Morris, E&\\, 
Lires of Saiutii, in \\\v Southern dialect. To be ediled fr^m the Harleian MB, 2277 (itb, 

1305 A-i».), by R, Blorris, Eeq. 
Barboar'a LiTes of Sainlfiv m the Northern Dialeet, From the Cambrid^ Uai varsity MB. 
Abcedarium Anglico-ktmum^ pro TyritnDtiliflt Biehardo HnloDto extcrtptore. Londim, 

1552. 
A little Dictionary for Cbildron HV'. de WordeV or a ahdrte Dietionario for yonec bu* 

gilt D em (cd. Eyans, ld6@), bj J, Witbab* (The earheal edition, to be collated witb 

the ancceeduig editionj^.) 
Aa AlTearie nr Qnadmple Dictionnrie in English fit Liitf n, Greek 0| and French, by Jobn 

Buret (The edition of loSO coUaU^d with tbat of 1 573.) 
A eollection of Early Engliiib TruMiiAe^ on Grkimmur. To bu edited obiefiy from MSS. 

for the first time by Henry Bt Wbetttley, Esq. 

in* 

The Old and New Testament in Vewe. To b<? edited from the Vernon MS. by B, 

Morru, Eiq. 
The llirtory of Adam and Eve. To be edited from Hiu'l. MS. 1704* by S. Wayknd Kw. 

ihawi Esq., M.A, 
The Stories of Snsannn and the Elders, LaxoruiH &e. To be edited from the Vi!mun MS., 

byl. W, Hiles,Eflq..M.A. 

Medytaei^mi of the Sopr of our Lorde Iheflii, ibc., perhaps by Bohort of Bmnne. To be 

idiCed Jrom the narl XIS. 1701 fab. 1360 a.i*.), &t\, by F. J. FumivaU, Eftq., MA. 
Lfd^te*i Life of St Eilmnud. From the priBontatioa MS* to Henry VL, Hurl. 2'i7S. 

IV. 
Two ditferent Versbm of Pinr^ Plowmim, in icparato editiom. To be edited from tho 

MSS. by thi! Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A, 
Lydpnte*ft Worla. 
Le Vi^uery do Tw^ly and Thri Matter of the GAmo. To be edited from the MSS. by 

AlfRid Sailier, Eki. 
Bitrbour'i Bnii. To bo edited from the MSS. in 8c John*i College, Cimbo^lfo, &c., by 

J. Pdlc, l8i|., M.A., and the Rev. \\\ W. Skeat, M.A. 



diarlg (gujiish 2fcvt ^mtii^. 



Tlie SulBcri|)tioci id Jgl 1#. ft yenr« iht« In iKhniiui^ on tk Itt of JaKUAI 

LoHcJrm^ li, Ar^r^ll Pl^ALT* lU-gii ^^ _ , "^^ 

payable t« tlie Chief Qlliw, Loitdou) to tlie Horn SecrotMJy, Uixar B. 

! II br 115 mnny of Ibi! foUairkg tiaU as Ike 

<iubw:riptifm» n-rc^iv ciJ will justify tlm CotiimJl.t*^ in U*uia|f. 

2^ IIYMV-^ '" ^'*f^ viROI>f AV1> THRISTi TOR r'\ni ri^RXT OrUSTIL)*! Mil 
! .HtiDn. fi^ltwl from tlt«i l^T/ ^\ hy P. J. Frft^irki^ 









M\i 



TI^ 



I'JI 

VAi 



vi ^N'lS OEEDB. *tQ be imIIUsI fk^om ihv 1188, by tl«» fie?. W* V 
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€arla English Cc«l Sodtlg. 



€\n Jfiftb iVting; 

€^^Hl in to snjf. 

A tret tec in cnglisch breuely drawc out of [>c book of (]iiintts 

cjr*cncijs in latyn^ fat hermyis ft: prcjphetc and 

kyng of Egiptj aft^r J?e flood of Noe, 

fadir of philosophrisj haddc by 

rcueladoun of an aungil 

of god t<i him 

scndc, 

EDITKD FEOM THE SLOANE MS. 73. ABOrT HCO-70 A. D 

nv 

FREDEEICK T f TTT?KTVALL, >l v 



LONDON: 

PtJBLlSHED FOR THE BABLf ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY. 
BY N. TRUBNEB 4» CO., 60, PATERNOSTER ROW, 



liOdCCT-XVl. 



Price Om SAUling. 
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Committee of Maiuwment : 
HANliV R FEV, EdO. KKI 

FREDERICK J. FtFBKITALU Emi. H 1 ^-,. 

I rTZEinVARD aALL, Es*|. I :GE G. FKKUY. 

Eev. WALTEK W, 5iK^_.., 
{ With iJCWfT £^ rtd-tl Wvrkfr* ti> Mcir ffmmkr.) 

Honorary Secrotary j 
FIENRY R WHEATLEY. E^q., :>3, JJcrkbiw ftTRwn'. l^m>i:>, ^V 

Bankejrs; 

THE LJNIUI^ RANK OF LONDON, UEGKirr 8TBEET l^tiLUvtLli, 

14, Akuvll Pl^U'e, W. 



Th** Fublicatiotia for 1864 fire: — 
1. EABLY ENGhlftH ALLTTERATIVK I 
Edited for the firat %m\t fRun a iiiu^jc 

2 AlITU im ^About 1 UO A.D,) Edited frum the MiirquU *rf Batii'a uidqu* MB. 

by F, J. KtfllNiVAt-L, Esq., M.A.. Jji. 
3. W. LAnnEirS TJIACTATE (UNt'KRNYNc; VE DFFrCK AND 

DEW^IK OF KVNUiS, ETC. (1.15^ a^o.) miXm\ liy F. HaiX. 

Kaq,, UC\L. 4/». 
1. SIR GAWAYNE AND THE GREEN KNIGHT (*ixnit 1320^0 A u.\ 

Kditiid ffoni q uniquo Uottonbn MS» ty R. Moniiiia, Eitj* 10#, 

The Publieatioii» for 1865 »re i — 
i . OF TH K ( >H'rHOt J IIA PH f E AND (XINGHITITI B iW THE BH IT A N 

E. 

K----' ■- --- -■ -V -- 

h i\. LANCELOT OJ AlK. FAIUaI imm th4* tituq"** ^l^^ m i)*i' 1*ji3 

UntlgiJ Cidvt;;- -. , ^7 (iilnjul 1500 AP )* b^ tb<i R«v, SValtma \VJ 

Hs:rat, M, A. Hh, 
TILE RTORY OF GEKEKTS AKTi FYnTiT s ... r..,iv P.,„r,..h 

aWmt 125(1 a.d, Ediud f f| 

nWvt 1:100 A.D., m Ui« Lil>i 

Uy R, Motmis, E«ti. 4?<r, 
MOKTE ARnilTRE; t>i^ Aint>-mtTn!' Vimion* Erlltvd fhini RctllKftr 

Ti ^ uniimtj Ai 1 ^t Lmoob* i»y tl(t» Rr?. 

ANHi "-.•■- 

If > 

Edited Ijuiri tbtf utiiqiifj 5L'^. iii th*; RrirljjfowJitttr Librsiry, try tJ. H. 
10« MERLIN, OR TtfE KARLY HISTORY OF AKTlIim. pUi^ 

t\w f'.r-(t titiii^' fn.ni, tlur tsni^iiiL '\r,-^. in tLi- P nirtl.ri.L'i- TriJvMr^tt.^ Li'in 
(ill 

IL LYNl «1 

Situn, itu Hai,l, Ejwj., l>.i:.L* Ffttt L ^*, 

1%. THE WE h M% a Merry Tnic, from tliemi^ttvIiaiaMrtk 

yiH, 306. KdiUKl tnr tiio ^imt time by i, J. FtiiKlVAiX, E^j.M^* 1*. 

Th6 I'utilicationa for 1804 nnd 1865 can still be ptirGhjiACil nt the 
iglnskl eubiicriptiarj of one guinea for each year, 
Th*j Suciety'* ll ' v lgG6, witb hhis of TexU to 
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The publications of T/te Early Engluh Text Sodely are 4ivicled iiiti> 
Four Classef . I* Arthuv aud other Romances- II, Worka Bbfttn^tiog 
ijur Dk!(.'ct« and thti Hi.^tory of our Luuguuge, ijifludmg n Series of 
re-edit!oiia of our tiarly Dictionftrlea. HI. Biblicid Tmnsjlutions nnd 
Religious TreotiHea, IV. Mbcellaneous. Tdc foll^iwhig nre sotoc i*f 
the works which in futui-e years will he published in each of tlir 

Classea. 

I. 
Tl)© RoTOAtJce of Artboiir luifl MerUn. From tli« Auchblwk MS, (lib. 1320 :J0 

A.O.), and the Lmeoin's lati and Douce MSS- 
The History of the Sftint Gr&al ot Sank Rynl, By Henry LoaelicU, Hkyun^r 

(Kb, 1410 A,D.)- To be re'edit«d from the imiqiie MS* in the Lihraryof (\j^r|m« 

Chriflti Coll, Cambridge, by F. J. Fwnivull, Esq., M.A. 
Syr Thomas Miileor*a Mnpt d'Arthur, Ti> be edited from Ciixton'if etJitiou (H85 

k.D.} with iir new Preface^ Note«, &nd & Glosaikry. 
The Arthur Ballads. 

Tho Romjiiic& of Sir Tmtretn. To ba edited from the Atiehinleck MS. 
T!mj £ngH»b Charlejmiigne Rottjoneeu. From the Auchiuleck Rtid t>thtr B18S. 
The EooiADce of Sir GeDeridee. From the MS^ in Trin* Coll., Cmuhridge. 
The B<'>manL'e or Legmen d of Sir YpQtiH. From the Vernon MS, 
ThtJ Romnnc€ of William aud the Werwolf. To be edited from the oninne MK in 

tUif Library of King*tt Coll.^ Cambridge. 

n. 

Hnitif^ole'a Vervion of^ and Commentary on, the Paabna. To be ediUii tinni a 

Northern M& by R. Mordri, Mn^, 
Irlampole's other Engbah Works in tbe Northern dialect. 
Tlie Gospel of Nicodenius in tlie Northiiuiln*fan dialect. To t»« ^fdittid for Lho hrmt 

time frtim Harl. MS. 41M, Ac.^ Cot ton-G alba, K ix., by K, M*»rriii, E^itj 
Livea of Saintst in the Sontlit:m dialect. To be edited frcjtn thti Harliaian MH. 

3*27/ (iib, 1305 A. D/), by R. Morris, Esiq. 
The Cittfmlkm AmjUc^m, hf>m Lord Monsoti's MB, To be editifd hy H B, 

Wlitfttky, Esq. 
Ahcedarium Auglico-UlLniniii pro Tymneulirf, Bl^hordo Hulo^to txscrijJtojc. 

Loiulini, 1^52. 
A littltj Dictionary for Children (W. de Worde), or a fthorte Iiictionarie for y<*tJins 

l>egiinier» (ed, EvaiiB, ISdt}), by J*Witbala. tTbe ewlie«t i^dition^ to be coUatod 

with the ssucc^ding ©ditioua.) 
Au Alvearle or Quadmplo Dtctiuiiarie in Englishe, Latiiij Greeke, and French, 

by Jidtu BareL (Tho edition of 1560 collated with that of 1573.) 

UL 
The Old and Kt^w TettamQnt in Vurie, To be edited from ibu Vernon MS, by 

R» Morris* Esq, 
Early Ejiglbh Sermon* before 1250 a,I>. : Iwo collectTt>ns. To be edited from 

ofjtcian MS8* ill the Libmriei of Lambeth Falaoe and Trinity Coli, CainbTitlge, 

hy K. Morrill^ Ewp 
MeilytaoioDi of tlie Soper ol' otir Lufde Ibejiu, Ac,, pt'rhap* by Eob«rt of Bninne. 

To be edited from the Harl, MS. 1701 (ftb. 1360 a,j>/), Ac, by F, J. FumivaJl, 

Esq , ,\LA. 
Lyd^'ato*8 Lifa of St. Edmund. Ffoni tfcie preaentation MS. to Henry Vt., 

HarL 227S* 

IV, 
Uhauwr^a Prone Work*. To bo editod tnnii the MHS. by R. Morri**, Enq, 
ThjnQ different Vtfrmom of PJors Plowman, in ii?panit« cditjojm* To I mi <;djtf>d 

Ikhh the MSS. by tht» Rev. W. W. Skcat, M. A, 
LydgaieM Work»» 
Le Vencrry de Twoiy and The Muter of the Gw«e, Ti» be eilit»d from the HEB, 

by Alfrwl Sadkr, I^ip 
Baihotir H Bnnt, To \m edited froin the MSS. In Ht J«lm% College, CatnbHdue, 

&e., Iiy .T. PeiUv Enq.. M.A., and Um Hev ^^ w -iVi.at, M, A. 



€;irln English Ccit Socictn. 



The Bu!)8Gn|iti(m ht ^1 1a n ytmrt due in ndvvDce on ih^ Xu iifi 

J> , iud hiliould Iks paid eithrr in ihr '-^ - - ^ ,t tii liial 

t*i k nf L lUikm, 14g ArtjUI ri«fr, ^ or byl 

P-. i to ih*t Bmu 8€ci*€tary* ttE^ia ii. Wiix*tiL£y, &i|^ 

The i\ibltaatkins for 1S66 will lie — 
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Atn! AS xnxxny of the iVtllijwtng a« iKr aiiioimt of nul^scnptifKiis fritl | 

justify the Coiianiittce iu lasditig:— 
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►r CiinnMr u Wiirl*l«|, in tliu ' 
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LONDON ; TIIUBNER d CO,, 60, PATEKXnSTEi; TTOW 
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,-j| ...>,, .^' ""^ '^ ' CO., I, BOVAL EXCtr 
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The publictttiuns of T/te Earhf Mpgiish Tea:^ Society ore divided ifito 
Four ClttBseg. f . Arthur and other Rimmncca. II, Worka illustmting 
our Dialects nutt the History of our Language j mcluding a Series of 
re-editions of our early Dictionaries, XIL Biblical Tratifllatlous attd 
Religious Treatises. lY. Miscellaneous. The following ai-e some of 
the works which in fiiture years wili he pwhliahei] in eaeh uf tlit* 

1, 

Ttie Romance of Artliour And Merlin. From the AucliinJock M8* (»li, 1320 30 

AD.), a^d the Lincoln'! luti ami Douce Mi^H. 
T\m History of the Sairjt Qnud or 8«iik R}i*l. By Hetiry r^on^^licb, Skjimor 

(*ib* 144*] A.D.)- To bo re*t<ljled from the atiiqw^ MS, in the Librnry of C'or|m« 

Chriati Coll., Cambridge, by F.J. FuriiivMlJ, Ka<f , M,A. 
%r Thoniiw Maleor'a Mort d'Artbar, To be edited from Ciatoa'i c*Utioja (J4H6 

A.n.J with a new Frdiwc, No tea, luid a GlcwBfiry* 
The Arthur BaUwda, 

The Romance of Sir Tristfenj, To be edUed fnim the Auehiiiieck M8, 
The Eogliflh Chiif-kmngti^ Houuiuuen, From the Aimhinleck imd i>the!r M88. 
The Eamatiotj t»f Sir GenerideH, Fri)in the M8* in Trtn. Ccill,, Ciin*brhJgi>. 
The Eomiitice or Legend of 8ir Ypotiw. From the Voroon M8. 
Th« Bomikiic^ of WillSivm and the Wcrrwolf, To he odlt«d &Ofii the aa^ue HH. in 

the Library of Kiiig* CoU., Cttinbridge. 

n, 

Hampole'fl Version of, and Commeataiy oo, the P*aihutt. To ht e*Litt^d from it 

Northern MS, by R. Morrin, Esq. 
H&Dipole'e other Englisih Worka In the Northeni dlaleot. 
The Gospel of Nicodemaa In the North utiibrian dialect. To l>e editttti for the firmt 

time from HarL MS. 41^6, &a., Cotton -Gaiba^ k ix., by R. Morrii, Etq 
Lives of Salntt, in the 8oirthtirn iltitleci. Tci bo odifced frum the Uarltiiiika SIH. 

*2277 (ab. 13(15 a.D,), by E. Morrii*, Esq. 
The Cntftnficon Aiujticnm^ from Lcml MouBoa*!f MS, To he editod by H, B* 

VVbeatley, Eijq. 
/VbctHlnrinm AtigUoo-Jatiaumi pro Tyruaculk, Eichardo Haiicto iixacri|)luri!. 

LnrifTuil ir..12. 

A li iirtry for Children iyf, de Worde), or & abort o DictioinirJtJ ft-r v^^ng** 

l- j. fivima, 156dl, by J/WitbaU. {The earliest edition, to he iuj'ilated 

with tbt] nutH'eeding cditioat,) 

All Alvitjuie or i^uadruple Diotiomtrie in Enjarlwho, L»itin^ Grvoket and French, 
by Johti Eartit. (Th« editiou of l&SO eollttted with that of 1^7^*) 

in* 

Th« Old am) Nt^w Tcatameat ia Vene. To he #dtt«d Troai the V©poon MH. by 

ft. MorriH^ ^^**H" 
Early En^linh Seniiomt lM*fore ISfiO a.U, : two oolli?<jtionn. To be cNlitod from 

unique' MSS. in the LibrnH©« of LamUfth Palaeu (*nd I'Haity Coll, Cambridg«, 

by E, Monis, Esq. 
Medytaciooe of ihe 8oper of i^nr Lorde Ihesu, Ac, p;rliap« by Robert of Bruurj*;. 

Ta he ©ditod ffora the Harl MS. 1701 (ab. \Zm *,»,), &c., by F, J. FunuvaU, 

Ewi , M.A. 
Lydgate's Life of St. EdmumL From tlm preeeutatioa MS. to H«nry VI » 

Hart 'Itm 

TV. 
ChAue«rV Prose W^i*ke. To he edited from the MH8. by B, Momii, Esq. 
I Throe dlfFftrent VurfiionA of Piert Plowman, in scparato odittona. To Ix? vdlUM 

from the A1HS, hy the Eov, W. W, Skeat, M.A. 
Lydgate'ft Worka* 
Le VtiiQiy de Twoty *ind TIai MniiUir of the Game. To bo edited ftrorn tlie MSB. 

by Alfred 8«dler; ^q, 
Bwboiir'a Bra*. To bo editod from thtj MSH. la Bt, Joha*» College, Cimihridjf*** 

ate., by J. Pdli?, E-q , M,A., fttid Urn Rev. W- W, Skeat, M,A, 




'iff 

3 bios 0d5'V7V''qTa* 



i*. • : 



CECIL H. GREEN LIBRARY 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305^6004 

(650) 723. 1493 

grncirc#su I moil. Stanford, edu 

All books ore subject to recall. 
<^ DATE DUE 



^JAS^ 1 2001 



% 



^ 



^ 



^^ 



>\ooz 



A 



